Contents of Plays Where Women Have Major Parts:

A Simplified Approach to Understanding the Bhagavad Gita (4 pages)

A Switching of Shoes (2 pages)

Advice to Young Wives (7 pages) 

Ahalya Liberated by Rama (3 pages) 

As Your Mother Reading (1 page)

Devayani, Kacha and Yayati (30 pages)

Devayani, the daughter of Sri Sukracharya, Guru of the Demons (12 pages)

Dialogue Between Karna and Kunti (6 pages) by Rabindranath Tagore) Pre-IsKcon
Draupadi - A Strong Willed Woman Bent on Revenge (24 pages)

Draupadi - Krsna Saves the Pandavas (4 pages)

Draupadi - The Insulting of Draupadi at the Gambling Match  #1 (9 pages)

Draupadi - The Insulting of Draupadi at the Gambling Match  #3 (26 pages)

Draupadi - The Insulting of Draupadi at the Gambling Match #2 (11 pages)

Draupadi Instructs Satyabhama #1 (pages)PRIVATE 

Draupadi Instructs Satyabhama #2 (5 pages)PRIVATE 

Draupadi’s Pride Crushed (7 pages)

Draupadi - Disguised as Sairandhri for One Year (10 pages)

Draupadi - Krishna Would do Anything to Protect Her (8 pages)

Draupadi - Sri Krishna’s Hunger (6 pages) *

Draupadi - The Kaurava Women Blame Her for the War (7 pages)

Draupadi - The Last Wager #1 - Third Party Monologue (24 pages)

Draupadi - The Last Wager #2 - First Party Monologue (24 pages)

Draupadi - The One Cause of the Kurushetre War (28 pages)

Duratandi, the sister of Ravana, Helps Hanuman (12 pages)

Female Ascetics Essay by Santi devi dasi (8 pages)

Gargi - A woman equal to men (6 pages)

Intro to “Once Upon A Time In India” by Bala Books (5 pages)

        In 1985, Bala Books presented a full-scale, professional production of the Ramayana in New York as part of a year-long government sponsored festival promoting India and the Arts. This introductory banter is very nice and the pre-show included fashion, music, puppetry and dance. A good example to study.

Krishna Kidnaps Rukmini #1 (9 pages)

 from Krishna Book, Chapters 53 and 54. The ITV script. 

Lord Chaitanya Leaves the Grhastra Ashrama and Takes Sanyassa (8 pages)

  from the Chaitanya-Mangala by Srila Locana dasa Thakura. Rich with emotion.  Roles: Mother Sachi, Vishnupriya, Lord Chaitanya, Narrator.

Mandodari, the wife of Ravana #1 (4 pages)  

Molla, the Poetess of Andhar (9 pages) scholarly

Narayani’s Curse - ‘The Sun Will Not Rise Tomorrow!’ (4 pages)

Nous Ne Sommes Que De Passage (13 pages)

Entirely in French (European) A man spends his time decorating his hotel room until a devotee explains that life is non-permanent.  

Roles: 2 women and 6 men.

Panchkanya - Women of Substance in the Ramayana (3 pages)

Radheya! #1 (21 pages)

Radheya! #2 (6 pages) This version has only two characters - Radheya and Kunti.

Rishikaas - Learned Women in Vedic History Essay (4 pages)

Sakuntala or The Fatal Ring (81 pages)

  an Indian Drama by Kalidasa translated from the original Sanskrit and Prakrit by Sir William Jones, 1789, with slight adaptation.

Savitri 

 Narada Muni predicts the husband of Savitri’s death in one year. Savitri uses her chastity and Vedic knowledge to trick Yamaraja, the Lord of Death into sparing him. Theme: Heroines, determination.

Savitri #1 - A Tale of Ancient India (6 pages) for children/readers theater 

Savitri #2 -Savitri Saves Her Husband (8 pages) by Amala Bhakta dasa.  

Savitri #3 - Savitri’s Chastity Defeats Death (10 pages)

Savitri #4 - Savitri’s Devotion to Her Husband (8 pages)

Savitri #5- The Love that conquered even Death (7 pages)

Savitri #6 The Opera of Savitri (8 pages)

Savitri #7- The Three Wishes of Savitri (7 pages)

Savitri #8 -The strength that dwells in women (13 pages)

Savitri #9 A Poem from the Mahabharata (17 pages)

Savitri #10 - A History from the Mahabharata (14 pages)

Shabhari was Prepared to Meet Sri Rama (5 pages)

Shabhari’s Love for Sri Rama (2 pages)

Sita and Hanuman in Lanka (47 pages)

Sita as Rama’s Advocate (8 pages) scholarly

Sita Devi - the Beloved of Lord Rama (11 pages)

Sita Forgives Her Captors (7 pages)

Sita in the Ashoka Grove #2 (30 pages) 

Sita Resolves that Only Rama May Rescue Her – strong dialogue (22 pages)

Sita’s First Day of Captivity #1 (14 pages)

Sita’s First Day of Captivity #2 (14 pages)

Surpanakha Troubles Sri Rama (38 pages) 

Swayamprabha #1 - A Saintly Lady (14 pages)

Swayamprabha #2 - A Saintly Lady (9 pages)

Tara Laments When Rama Kills Vali (19 pages)

Tara, the Embodiment of Wisdom (11 pages)

The Abduction of Sita (22 pages)

The Brides of the Bharatas (19 pages)

The Brides of the Bharatas (43 pages)

The Chaste Housewife
  This story, featuring a different Savitri, is from the Nrsimha Purana.                                                                                                                               Devasharman goes to receive alms from Savitri who can see his faults. She advises him to care for his aged Mother. It illustrates the negative effects of pride as well as the power of a chaste lady. 

The Chaste Housewife #1 - On Honoring One’s Mother (5 pages)

The Chaste Housewife #2 (4 pages)

The Chaste Housewife #3 - The Duties of a Householder (7 pages)

The Reminiscences of Surpanakha #1 (pages)

The Reminiscences of Surpanakha #2 (pages)

The Romance of Arjuna and Chitra (13 pages)

 “Chitrangada” written in 1892 by Rabindranatha Tagore, was first published in English in 1914. It is now a public domain work and may be performed without royalties. They describe their romantic feelings in charming and amusing language. A very nice play.  

The Spirit of Birth and Death (11 pages)

   A warm and insightful play by Phani Bhusana dasa which preaches anti-abortion principles.   

Roles: grandmother, mother, 2 daughters, a teacher and 2 classmates, a Sankirtan devotee and a bus driver and some people on the bus.

The Virtues of Women Essay (8 pages)

The Wife of Trivallavar (4 pages)


This Life of Joy (40 pages)

  An evening of drama by Phani Bhusana dasa. 

 The daughter becomes attracted to the devotees. Her parents are wary at first.  She marries a devotee and their child preaches to her grandfather. 

Roles: Father, mother, Joy, husband and child.

Truth and Beauty (2 pages)
A poem by Phani Bhusana dasa which can be acted out.

 A devotee knows that she is not this body and teaches a lusty suitor a memorable lesson. Roles: A man and a woman.  

Urvasi’s Alluring Adornment #1  (4 pages)

Urvasi’s Alluring Adornment #2 - (4 pages) in Old English 
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