A Lifetime in Preparation 

Based on the Prabhupada PRIVATE 
Lilamrta by His Holiness Satsvarup dasa Goswami

Act One – Srila Prabhupada’s Childhood

(The lights are low to indicate early morning. Gour Mohan performs arati to his Radha Krsna deities. He rings the hand bell as he offers the incense, lamp and flower, etc. during the narration.)

Narrator:  In Calcutta, on September 1st, 1896, a son was born to Gour Mohan Dey, a well respected Vaisnava, and his wife, Rajani. They called him Abhay Caran. The world would come to know him as His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder and acharya of the Hare Krsna movement. 

  Astrologers at his birth predicted that he would cross the ocean the age of 70 and open 108 temples. They said, "He will build a house in which the whole world can live."

(A young Abhay runs in as his father finishes his worship.)

Gour Mohan: (embracing Abhay) Hari bol, little Abhay, pay your respects to Srimate Radharani and Sri Krsna.

Abhay: (offers obeisances) Pita, I want to play the mrdanga!

Gour Mohan: (laughing) All right, go ahead! 

(Abhay bangs on the drum.)

Here, let me show you some beats to play on the mrdanga.

(Gour Mohan vocalizes the beats as he plays them repeatedly. Abhay laughs and repeats the words.)

Very good! Very good! You can practice this for a while. 

(Abhay starts to practice.)

Rajani: (enters with prasadam) Kauchouri? Who would like a kachori? (a ghee-fried savory) 

Abhay: (running to mother) Me! Me!

Rajani: (She hands Abhay a kachori. He starts off.) And take one for your sister ... here, wait ...don't just run off ... A blessing before you go, "Kachori Mukhi." 

(Abhay stands still as mother touches his head, then he runs off)

Sister: What do you have? MMMmm, kachoris! (They eat them.)

Let's go play with our kites!

(They exit. Sounds of bicycle bells and children laughing and playing.)

Narrator: In 1900, when Abhay was four, the Plague came to Calcutta. (strong music) Hundreds died every day; thousands fled the city. Eventually, all else having failed, a large Harinam kirtan (kirtan is heard in background) was started to counter the spread of the Plague. Members of all faiths and sects joined together to chant the Hare Krsna Mahamantra and soon the Plague ended. 

(Kirtan gets loud and continues for a little while.)
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