Srila Prabhupada’s Student Years 

A Lifetime in Preparation Continued – 

Act Three - Scene One

(A few townspeople talk earnestly about unpleasant matters. They express their confusion and fear.)

Narrator:  One day, when Abhay was thirteen years old, Abhay was returning from school when he found angry crowds on the streets of Calcutta. 

(Others come on and confront the townspeople, pushing them, then fighting with them and drawing weapons.) 

He saw people running for their lives and people who were formerly friends and neighbors could be seen attacking each other with knives and clubs. One of them spotted Abhay and chased him with a knife. (This scene is enacted.) But the young Abhay escaped the mob and reached the safety of his house. (Gour Mohan embraces Abhay) The sounds of the riot continued through the night and on the morning all was calm.

  This was the beginning of the Hindu-Muslim conflict that was engineered by the British rulers in order to set the Indian populace against each other in order to weaken the appeal of the growing Indian Independence Movement. 

Abhay: (peering out) Is it over, Pita? 

Gour Mohan: Yes, son, it's over for now. But India is changing. The world is changing. People are losing sight of the goal of human life, Service to the Supreme Lord, due to their attraction to the glare of material advancement of sense gratification.

Scene Two

(Rajani and Gour Mohan are seated. Rajani has papers or a letter in her hand.)

Narrator:  The young Abhay did well in school and, at the end of high school, he had every prospect of obtaining entrance into University. Abhay's education was a source of much discussion in the De household.

Rajani: I have always wanted my boy to have a University education!

Gour Mohan: Well, yes, he must have an education, but what kind of education? I want Abhay to develop in all ways but I want him to retain his interest in spiritual matters, as well.

Rajani: With Abhay's grades, he could probably get into a University in England, like Oxford or Cambridge.

Gour Mohan: (rising) No! I will not send Abhay among the mlechhas! I do not want him to go to England. 

Rajani: But still, all the best Universities are there.

Gour Mohan: To teach him what? How to think like an Englishman? How to drink like an Englishman. The English drink, they eat their meat then they openly practice women hunting! No, no, I want Abhay to retain his culture, his devotion to Lord Krsna. You know, the one boon I have always asked of the many sadhus who came to our home was that they give their blessings to our son that he might become a pure devotee of Radharani.

Rajani:  Why not send him to learn from a sadhu?

Gour Mohan: But which sadhu? I have seen so many charlatans and deceivers in the dress of sadhus! ... Beside, I want Abhay to have an academic education so that he can achieve whatever he desires in the world. But, I don't want him to be contaminated by British beliefs and attitudes. (pause) It all seems so complicated. All I ever wanted for Abhaya was that he become a pure devotee of Radharani.

Narrator:  Ultimately, it was decided that Abhay would attend a Western-style University located in India. While World War I raged on in Europe, 21 year old Abhay Charan De entered Scottish Churches College in Calcutta, India. There, Abhay met Subhas Chandra Bose, an activist and militant. In the future, Bose would be a General instumental in forcing the British out of India. Abhay became involved in the India Nationalism movement. There were secret nationalist and anti-government meetings on the campus. 

   Abhay was also attracted to the less political Swaraj Movement led by Mahatma Gandhi, who also desired that India would become independent from Britain. Gandhi was advising students to leave their Western studies because they produced a "slave mentality." Abhay felt a pull of allegiance to both men and to the parties they represented, so much so that in his fourth year, he declined to accept his British degree.

(Abhay and Radharani enter and stand before a brahmana priest.)

Narrator:  During his fourth year at Scottish Church College, Abhay entered into another institution, the institution of marriage, when he took Radharani Datta to be his wife.

(Priest gestures, bride and groom exchange garlands, tie their garments and exit.) 

Narrator:  She was his father's choice. Abhay asked his father about a different, more beautiful candidate but Gour Mohan was reluctant. "A beautiful wife is the cause of all bondage to the material world," he said. So, Abhay relented, but the marriage did not go smoothly. 
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