More New York Stories of Srila Prabhupada’s PreachingPRIVATE 

Scene One

(Kirtanananda and Hayagriva observe Stryadisa with looks of anxiety and concern as he chants japa.)

Stryadisa: Hare Krsna! Hare Krsna! 

Kirtanananda: He hasn't eaten for days.

Hayagriva: All he does is chant. 

Kirtanananda: I think he's on a starvation diet.

Hayagriva: He's going to get sick.

Kirtanananda: What are we going to do?

Hayagriva: I don't know. He won't listen to anyone.

Stryadisa:Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
Kirtanananda: Stryadisa, Hare Krsna, come, take prasadam.

(Stryadisa ignores them, continues chanting and leaves. Srila Prabhupada enters)

Prabhupada: Hare Krsna. Was that Stryadisa? I'm worried about him.

Hayagriva: So are we, Swamiji. He won't listen to us; perhaps you could speak to him?

(Stryadisa re-enters)

Prabhupada: Stryadisa! (Stryadisa stops chanting and stands still) Why are you doing this? You must eat more to maintain your health.

(Stryadisa nods, bows and walks off chanting. Prabhupada turns to Kirtanananda and Hayagriva, shrugs, throws up his hand and continues on his way. Kirtanananda and each look at each other and hurry to catch up with Stryadisa. Stryadisa re-enters with Kirtanananda and Hayagriva on his heels.)

Kirtanananda: You know, it says in the Bhagavad Gita that this yoga is not for he who eats too little or too much.

Stryadisa: Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

   Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
Hayagriva: Krsna says that those who fast too much are demonic.

Stryadisa: Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare 

   Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
(Srila Prabhupada enters.)

Prabhupada: Stryadisa, I need you to guard my door. I am expecting a visitor, a very important guest. I must take rest. No one is to disturb me now.

(Stryadisa nods. Srila Prabhupada leaves. Kirtanananda and Hayagrivaleave, shaking their head. Stryadisa chants. The lights fade and brighten to indicate the passing of time. Srila Prabhupada enters, looking at his watch.)

Prabhupada: Where is my special guest, Mr. Bogart?

Stryadisa: Oh, he came  about an hour ago. He waited for awhile and then he left. He told me to tell you 

Prabhupada: What? He has been and left? Why didn't you bring him up?

Stryadisa: You told me that no one was to disturb you, Swamiji.

Prabhupada: But Mr. Bogart  is the one  he is a very important gentleman from the U.N.. We were expecting him  I cooked for  Oh, this is nonsense! And all of you allowed this? This foolishness! (turning to Strayadis) And you  this is nonsense! Utter nonsense!

(Strayadis bows. Srila Prabhupada throws up his hands in frustration and leaves.) Nonsense!

Scene Two

(Srila Prabhupada is working at his footlocker desk. A knock is heard.)

Prabhupada: Yes? What is it?

Stryadisa: It's me, Swamiji. (Srila Prabhupada stops and considers)

Prabhupada: Come in, come in. (Stryadisa enters) Hare Krsna, Stryadisa.

Stryadisa: (bows) Hare Krsna, Swamiji. I just want some money. May I have $50?

Prabhupada: What for?

Stryadisa: To buy some gasoline so that I can burn myself up.

Prabhupada: (calls) Brahmananda! 

(Brahmananda enters and bows)

Prabhupada: Brahmananda, I want you to give S $50. (to Strayadis) Now, tell him why you want the money.

Stryadisa: Please, Swamiji, it was rather confidential 

Prabhupada: Tell him.

Stryadisa: It's for gasoline  to burn myself up.

Brahmananda: But Swamiji, we don't have that much money.

Prabhupada: (to Stryadisa) There, you see, Brahmananda says we don't have the money.

(Stryadis nods, looking from one to the other, bows and leaves.)

Watch over him. Call his mother; he needs help  I knew that he was very disturbed when he asked for $50 for gasoline. He would only need 50 cents worth to burn himself up  poor boy  poor boy .

(knock) Come in. (Kirtanananda and Hayagriva enter and bow) Hare Krsna, is someone looking after Strayadis?

Kirtanananda: Yes  What went wrong, Swamiji? Where did he go off?

Hayagriva: He certainly chanted enough!

Kirtanananda: Well, maybe that's not the whole idea.

Prabhupada: We have declared War on Maya and she will strike back. There will be casualties in this War; we must be vigilant always.
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