The Incorporation of Iskcon - July 1966PRIVATE 

Prabhupada: (ending lecture) Here in the material world, we are all conditioned souls. Your knowledge is imperfect. Your senses are blunt. What good is your opinion? Rather, we have to hear from the perfect authority, Krsna. Now, please ask any questions that you may have.

Guest: What about Buddha?

Prabhupada: Do you follow Buddha?

Guest: No, not really.

Prabhupada: No, you just talk. Why don't you follow? Follow Krsna, follow Christ, follow Buddha, but don't just talk.

(The guest nods, satisfied with the answer.)

Carl: This sounds like Christianity. How is it different? 

Prabhupada: It is the same: the goal is to develop one's love of God. But, who is a Christian? Who is following Christ's instructions? The Bible teaches "thou shalt not kill," but all over the world, the Christians are expert in killing. Do you know that? I believe the Christians say that Jesus Christ died for your sins. So, why are you still sinning? (pause) 
   No more questions? One other item that I want to discuss is that now I see that some of you are becoming a little serious.
  You are taking the message of Lord Caitanya to heart. I want to form a society. We will call our society "the International Society for Krsna Conscious!"

Howard: Perhaps, it would be better to call it the "International Society for God Consciousness." Americans don't know Who Krsna is.

Prabhupada: No, God is a vague term. Krsna is His name, that is exact and scientific. "God" is too weak and impersonal. His name is Krsna and if Westeners don't know that Krsna is God then the International Society for Krsna Consciousness will tell them. We will spread Krsna's glories to every town and village!

(Mr. Goldsmith enters.)

Ah, here is Mr. Goldsmith! He is the lawyer who is going to incorporate our society. So, Mr. Goldsmith, you may ask anything of us now.
Mr. Goldsmith: I have the legal papers for the forming of the International Society for Krsna Consciousness here. I simply require some signatures on this incorporation document.

Prabhupada: The members are all present here. You may take their addresses now. 

Mr. Goldsmith: I can do this now? Okay.

Prabhupada:  Mr. Bill, you may sign. Rachel, Mr. Greene, Mr. Mike, you may also sign.

(They sign the papers.)

Narrator:   In July of 1966, not a soul amongst the small group of young artists and musicians was committed to Krsna Consciousness but Srila Prabhupada had a vision. He saw Krsna Consciousness 

spreading from that storefront to every town and village in every country of the world. He saw grand temples, festivals, schools and a time when scholars and the people in general would be very enthusiastic to read many books about the science of Krsna Consciousness.
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