               The San Francisco Early DaysPRIVATE 

Scene One - The Human Be In

(Crowd Scene - hippies mill about.)

Song - San Francisco by Scott McKenzie
If you go to San Francisco

Be sure to wear some flowers in your hair.

If you o to San Francisco

You’re gonna meet some pretty people there

If you go … (fade out)

Narrator: (over typewriter sound) "San Francisco, January 1967. A few days before Srila Prabhupada's arrival, 100,000 hippies gathered in olden Gate Park for the First Human Be In, the Gathering of the Tribes of which Harvey Cohen had written. "The bands played for free; poets performed their poems. It was a gigantic happening, a spontaneous free festival organized by the Diggers with security provided by the Hell's Angels motorcycle gang. One free soul attempted to drop into the midst of the crowd in a psychedelic parachute. Unfortunately, he miscalculated and landed in the middle of a soccer match, much to the annoyance of the players and fans. And enough of the multitude stayed late into the night to clean up all the litter left behind."

(Devotees have a kirtan. Then military sounds, war sounds.)

But all was not light, love and peace in the world. The Vietnam War cast a gigantic shadow across the American landscape. The "living room war" as it came to be called, filled TV screens with gruesome images night and day. 

Suggested music: The Unknown Soldier by the Doors. 

(Hands are raised in peace symbols or fists.)

Hippies: (chant) No more war, no more war, no more war.

Narrator: As the youth of the nation became more and more appalled at the slaughter of the young inductees, the protests mounted and the War began to fill America's streets as well as its TV screens.

Hippies: (chant) Hell no, we won't go! Hell no, we won't go!

Newsperson: (on speaker)  the Governor of California, Ronald Reagan 

Reagan: (on speaker) Ladies and Gentleman, thank you for coming  If there is anyone present 

Hippies: BOO! BOO! Fascist! Stop the Killing! BOO!

Reagan: I have a mandate from the people of this State to 

Hippies: We are the People! We are the People! We are the People!

(Crowd scenes, war sounds etc increase. Police sounds are added and the crowd appears to be forcibly dispersed. More hippies take their place, picking up the fallen placards. A soldier enters. A hippie girl sticks a flower in the barrel of his gun. He shakes his head uneasily and leaves. Hippies appear to be forcibly dispersed again. Students run about. A student falls. A girl mimes her horror and distress over the student killed by police.) 
Suggested Music: Four Dead in Ohio by Crosby, Stills and Nash. (Lights out.)

Scene Two - The Arrival

(Jet sounds, airport sounds)

Announcer: Flight 128 from Mew York City unloading at Gate 32 All flights for Kansas City

(Devotees and Allen Ginsberg wait for Srila Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada enters with a suitcase, sees devotees and throws up his hands. Ginsberg approaches, offer obeisances to Srila Prabhupada and garlands him. Reporters edge in with microphones and cameras. (flash! flash!) We see Srila Prabhupada speaking with reporters but do not hear them as the Narrator continues.)

Narrator: Allen Ginsberg, pre-eminent beat poet and adopted literary guru of the hippie movement had been featured at the Human Be In and was very active in the anti-war movement. He had met Srila Prabhupada and the devotees in New York. Despite their many differences of opinion and lifestyle, they had worked together on several projects. In San Francisco, he was headlining with the Swami in the MANTRA ROCK DANCE at the Fillmore Auditorium.

1st Voice: "Swami in Hippyland" says the San Francisco Chronicle

2nd Voice: "Ginsberg Greets Hare Krsna Swami"

3rd Voice: "Swami Invites Hippies to Hippyland Temple" says the San Francisco Examiner

1st Voice: "New Indian Religion Sends You Higher than LSD" says the National Insider

1st Devotee: (reading newspaper) I wonder what Swamiji is gonna think of this?
(2nd Devotee shrugs and shakes his head)

Ginsberg:  I don't want to put you in a position where you're a captive audience to my stream of consciousness poetry or my notoriety. I'm not sure how appropriate my politics  my  some people think I'm a guru but I'm not. I'm just a crazy seeker.

Prabhupada: Not to worry, you have Krsna's blessing on you. You are not an ordinary man. (pause) You know, one of the particular qualities of a devotee is that of lunacy.

Ginsberg: Lunacy?

Prabhupada: Yes, "the poet, the lover, the lunatic and the saint." (he laughs) The Krsna lover is another kind of lunatic poet, you see? You are chanting Hare Krsna; you should write poems about Krsna.

Ginsberg: Well, I don't know  I've been chanting publicly since '63 and I don't see it catching on. I think it has limited appeal.

Prabhupada: Limited? Krsna is limitless.

Ginsberg: Well  it's difficult for me to conceive of vast numbers of people taking up a Hindu language and food based on monastic life, here in America. How many people can that encompass in a place like America?  Or, are you intending to get only a few devotees - several hundred or a thousand who would be solid and permanent?

Prabhupada: Yes, that is my aim. (Ginsberg is startled) Huh? Krsna Consciousness is not possible for everybody. Understanding Krsna is not an easy thing.

"Out of many thousands of men, one man endeavors for perfection. And of those who have achieved perfection, hardly one knows Me in truth "

But, Lord Caitanya is so munificent - He has given us this easy process, the Hare Krsna chanting.

Ginsberg: I think that's part of the problem.

Prabhupada: Hmmmm?

Ginsberg: Well, here in America people are searching for something  some meaning  but I think too that people want a prayer in their own language  Is it possible to find an American mantra?

Prabhupada: Mantra cannot be manufactured. It is not "American" or "Hindu;"  it is transcendental. (smiles) I have made many concessions but I cannot manufacture a mantra for America. 

(He laughs. Ginsberg ponders.)

Ginsberg: I guess chanting "God, God, God" wouldn't catch on either  Someone suggested "Amen, Amen, Amen."

Prabhupada: That is not English.

Ginsberg: I know  I haven't found a solution, yet. I'm still chanting Hare Krsna.

Prabhupada: Yes, that is also my position.

Ginsberg: Well, I guess we just keep on chanting! Now, about this concert, the plan is for me to go on first and speak and start the chanting. But maybe you should go on first; you speak more eloquently than I do.

Prabhupada: No, no, you go ahead. Simply speak about what you are experiencing, chanting this mantra. Krsna will guide you.

Ginsberg: And then when you get the kirtan going, some of the bands might join in.

Prabhupada: Oh, good. Are they big, famous groups, these rock bands?

Ginsberg: Oh yes, The Grateful Dead has a BIG following and Big Brother and the Holding Company? Yes, their leader, Janis Joplin, is probably one of the hottest female rock stars right now. In fact, I think we go on right after them.

Devotee: (reading poster) "Krsna Consciousness comes West. Swami Bhaktivedanta, Allen Ginsberg, The Greatful Dead, Moby Grape, Big Brother and the Holding Company. Mantra Rock Dance."

Scene Three - The Mantra Rock Dance

Ginsberg: I'd like to introduce you to someone who's going to melt your hearts with transcendental sounds  all the way from Calcutta, India - Bhaktivedanta Swami. So, give him your heats, San Francisco!

(kirtan, bands join in. Slides of Krsna flash on the wall. After kirtan:)

Ginsberg: Thank you, Swamiji, thank you very much. So, everyone may drop around the Hare Krsna temple sometime and hear some more. And if any of you are ever having a hard time coming down from your acid trip - come by for an early morning kirtan. It's an excellent acid re-entry zone.

(Srila Prabhupada leaves the stage.)

Devotee: So, there's going to be a break now and some refreshments and then the bands are going to play some more. Would you like to 

Prabhupada: No, no thank you. This is no place for a brahmachari. 

(He starts striding out, followed reluctantly by the devotees, except for Ginsberg who bids Srila Prabhupada goodbye and watches them leave.)

Scene Five - Lord Jagannath's Appearance

(Srila Prabhupada is seated, working on his manuscript. A knock is heard.)

Prabhupada: Yes? Come in. (Three Matajis enter.)

Devotee: Swamiji?

Prabhupada: Yes, yes, Hare Krsna. 

Devotee: Swamiji, what is this? (She holds up a small carved doll on a string)

Prabhupada: Bring it here. Where did you get this?

Devotee: One of the guests had it  around his neck. What is it, Swamiji?

Prabhupada: Where did this come from? (holding doll up admiringly) Why, this  this is Krsna. You have brought me Krsna.

Devotee: Krsna? But it looks so

2nd Devotee: Primitive.

3rd Devotee: Abstract.

2nd Devotee: African, almost 

Devotee: How is this Krsna, Swamiji? Why is he depicted like this?

Prabhupada: (laughing) That is a long story  More than two thousand years ago, a king named Indradyumna commissioned an artist from the heavenly planets to carve a set of Deities. The artist made one condition - that no one would interrupt him in his labors. At length, the king became impatient and entered the room to see. The artist vanished, leaving behind three incomplete carved forms. This is the form of Krsna known as Lord Jagannath, the Lord of the Universe. Can you find the other forms?

2nd Devotee: Swamiji, I've seen lots of forms like these at Pier One Imports!

Prabhupada: Go and get them. We will have Syamasundar dasa carve large forms like these for the altar and every year we will have a big festival where Lord Jagannath, His Brother Balarama and His Sister Subadra are transported in big carts down to the sea!

Scene Seven - Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA. Feb 27, 1968

Prabhupada: (concluding speech)  So, if you want real happiness, you must abandon this illusion that "I am this body." This Hare Krsna dance is the best process for getting out of this illusion.

Student: How do you mean?

Prabhupada: Well  you did not understand the words but you still felt the ecstacy of the dancing  the sound itself will excite the spirit.

2nd Student: Why should we do this dance?

Prabhupada: Because it is good for you. (chuckles)

2nd Student: But why is it good for me?

Prabhupada: Keep dancing and you'll find out. 

(laughter)

Professor: Ahem  Swamiji, why have you chosen Hippyland for your Temple?

Prabhupada: (shrugging) Because the rent is cheap. (laughter)
3rd Student: Swami, what about the Viet Nam draft? If a student is drafted, should he go to war or protest the war?

(murmur of assent and expectation)

Prabhupada: Well  if your country orders you, there is no harm in going.

(Sudden stillness, a whispered "Whaaat?")

Professor: (clearing his throat) Is there no harm in killing people?

Prabhupada: There is a difference between killing in war and murder. If a soldier kills in war, following the order of a superior, he is decorated. If he kills on his own account, he is hanged. So, there is a difference.

Voice: Yeah, bigger guns!

Voice: No more war!

Voice: Isn't killing a sin?

Prabhupada: On the battlefield of Kuruksetre, Arjuna was following Krsna's orders to kill, therefore he did not incur sin.

Voice: NO! NO!

(A figure is seen leaving)

Prabhupada: When you do what your government orders, how can you be responsible?

Student: Like the Nazis!

Prabhupada: You have a democracy. You are making your own government. Why do you complain when that government tells you to go to war? You talk of peace while eating meat  You talk of peace while slaughtering your mother, cow  And you are surprised when there are wars?

(Students are restless, disturbed.  Fade out)

Scene Eight - San Francisco Farewell

Narrator: Srila Prabhupada was fighting his own war, the war on Maya and he had no draft board to help in enlisting his "soldiers." He had warned his disciples in New York, "Make no mistake, we are at war with Maya, the Illusory Energy, and she is a very powerful enemy."
  Suddenly, in April of that year, financial problems on his Eastern front forced his return to New York City.

Prabhupada: So, you make a nice Ratha Yatra celebration, with cart and all, and I will come back for it.

(Devotees nodding and agreeing but tearfully disbelieving.)

Devotee: Yes  When when will we have it, Swamiji?

Prabhupada: In summer. In summer time, in Jagannath Puri, they take the dieties down to the sea  My dear boys and girls, just keep chanting this Hare Krsna mantra and all obstacles shall be overcome.

(He leaves, acknowledging each devotee.)
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