Srila Prabhupada's Stroke in New YorkPRIVATE 

Narrator: The stress of managing Iskcon began to take its toll on Srila Prabhupada and, by the end of May 1970, it became apparent that the strain was too much. His followers had been aware from the start of his deep spirituality. Now, they became aware of his mortality. He had told them many times. "I am an old man; I could die at any time." Now, the weight of his words came home to them.

Scene One

(Srila Prabhupada chants japa while devotees are cleaning up; suddenly he falls back.)

Kirtanananda: Swamiji, are you all right? (Srila Prabhupada does not answer) Help! HELP! Get a doctor! GET A DOCTOR!

(Blackout)|

Scene Two 

Devotee: What are we going to do?

Kirtanananda: How long has the doctor been in there?

2nd Devotee: Not long.

Kirtanananda: It seems like a long time.

Devotee: We should call the devotees in San Francisco.

2nd Devotee: Yes, when we know more.

Devotee: Oh, God!

Kirtanananda: Oh, Krsna!

(Doctor enters. The devotees rush up to him, speaking all at once.)

Devotee: How is he, Doctor?

Kirtanananda: Is he going to be all right?

2nd Devotee: What is it, Doctor?

Devotee: Is he okay?

Doctor: Well, that depends 

Devotee: On what?

Doctor: Well, I gave him a shot 

Devotee: A shot?

Kirtanananda: Influenza?

Doctor: The flu  complicated by his nervous condition.

2nd Devotee: Nervous condition?

Doctor: Yes, his nerves  but I think the main trouble with you Swami is that he prays too much.

Devotee: (incredulously) Prays too much!?

Devotee: Yes  He should go out  for a walk, get some air, some exercise. One can't sit around and pray all the time!

Devotee: But his heart  his heart was okay, wasn't it?

Doctor: Does he take whiskey?

Devotee: No, not even tea or coffee 

Doctor: Good. Well, some fresh air, when he's up to it  the penicillin will help. That's all we can do for now. That will be $35, please. 
(Kirtananda pays him. The doctor leaves. The devotees appear to be worried.)

Scene Three - Srila Prabhupada's Room

Devotee: We'd better keep on chanting.

(The devotees chant japa.)

Prabhupada: (his voice is weak) You must pray to Lord Nrsinha 

Devotee: The half- man, half-lion incarnation?

Kirtanananda: He's so  ferocious!

Prabhupada: And a great Protector of the devotees of the Lords  ask Him to protect me 

(The devotees nod their consent. They sing the prayers to Lord Nrsinghadev. Blackout)

Scene Four - The Hospital

Devotee: (into phone) Hello, Hare Krsna, San Francisco?

Voice: Hare Krsna, Please accept my humble obeisances. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Devotee: Oh, Hare Krsna. Hey, it's New York!

Voice: And how is Swamiji? What!? Oh no! Hospital? But how  but when? Yes  yes. All right  Hari Bol. I'll tell all the devotees to pray to Lord Nrsinghadev. Yes, right away. 

Scene Five - The Escape

(Srila Prabhupada lies in a hospital bed. The devotees chant japa.)

Nurse: Hello, and how are we today? We need to take your Swami downstairs for some tests.

Prabhupada: (weakly) No more tests  no more needles.

Devotee: He doesn't want any more tests. It's been seven days of tests. Enough is enough.

Narrator: Oh, but this is just an x-ray.

Prabhupada: No needles?

Narrator: No, no needles.

Devotee: (reluctantly) Well, all right; I'll come down with him.

Narrator: Oh no, that won't be necessary.

Devotee: I'll come anyway.

(Nurse approaches with a needle.)

Devotee: You said no needles!

Narrator: Oh, this won't hurt a bit!

Devotee: (interposing himself) No!

Narrator: Please, sir, this man is very 

Devotee: NO! We're getting out of here.

Narrator: No, sir, you can't just 

Devotee: Try me! 

Nurse: (calls) Doctor! Doctor! Come quickly!

Prabhupada: I hve one request ...

Devotee: Yes, Swamiji?

Prabhupada: I want to leave this place ...
Doctor: (entering) What's all the commotion? What's going on here?

Devotee: We're taking him out of here.

Doctor: You can't do that.

Devotee: (determined) Oh yeah?

Doctor: He hasn't been released yet.

2nd Devotee: Well, we're releasing him.

Doctor: This man is very ill; he shouldn't be moved! You are putting him in extreme danger! You will be responsible if anything happens to him! 

2nd Devotee: Where to now, Swamiji?

Prabhupada: Take me Home!

2nd Devotee: Yes, Swamiji.

 (black out) 

Scene Seven -The Airport

(Airport sounds. Jet sounds. The devotees are tearfully seeing Srila Prabhupada off again.)

Announcer: Passengers boarding Air India to Delhi go to Gate 26 now, please.

Prabhupada: The cure for me now is in Vrndavan. When I left India I had five children to take care of; now, I have come to your country and suddenly I have hundreds of children and you are all taking care of me! (laughter) Now I am going to India for a little while. There may be some separation materially but when we chant Hare Krsna there is no question of separation. On that transcendental platform, we are all one in Krsna's service. (pause) Maya, illusion, is very strong, please do not take it lightly. This is purely spiritual. I beg you not to waste your lives with these material things 

(his voice breaks) Human life is such  an opportunity. (pause) I beg you to take to this process. It is most sublime. It is eternal. We may come and go but this chanting of Hare Krsna remains.

(emotional kirtan)
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