Srila Prabhupada's Return to IndiaPRIVATE 

Scene One - Delhi

(Kirtanananda is wearing a suitacase and carries Srila Prabhupada's suitcase and portable record player.)

Prabhupada: Oh, look there, there is the paper shop where I bought paper for the first printing of my Bhagavatam. And that corner, I used to stand there and sell my Back to Godhead magazine  down there is the printing shop where I had them printed 

(Kirtanananda, hot, bewildered and increasingly uncomfortable, puts down the luggage and stops for a moment.) Oh  are you tired?

(Srila Prabhupada himself seems rejuvenated by the heat.)

Kirtanananda: Uh, no  just that my hands keep slipping  is it much further?

Prabhupada: No, no, not far. (they exit)

Scene Two - Delhi

Kirtanananda: (aloud as he writes) My dear Godbrothers, I know you would like me to say straight out my opinion as to how Swamiji is, and that is  "not good." Please chant Hare Krsna, for that is the only thing that can save him. That is what saved him before and that can do it again. I know that his mission is not yet complete and, by Krsna's mercy, he can be spared again (doctor leaves) and the ayurvedic physicians came to the conclusion that the trouble was with his heart but that danger was past  Actually, Swamiji is much better - especially after reaching Vrndavana (visitors pass Kirtanananda to go see Srila Prabhupada) The only difficulty is that these Indian gentlemen all want to see him They are very persist and I am not very successful at keeping them out.

Prabhupada: (calls) Kirtanananda!  Kirtanananda!

Kirtanananda: I hear my name. Must go, more later.

(Kirtanananda folds up his writing and exits into the scene of Srila Prabhupada with his visitors. He offers his obeisances.)

Prabhupada: Bring the record player so we can play the Hare Krsna record for our visitors.

(Kirtanananda nods and exits.)

Visitor 1: you say "millions?"

Prabhupada: Yes, millions of cars, all kinds and many expressways, very wide so they flow like rivers.

(the visitors express appreciation)

Visitor 2: And those "hippies," are they poor?

Prabhupada: Oh no. Many of them come from rich families. They are rejecting their father's wealth and living on the streets and in hovels. 

(The visitors look at each other uncomprehendingly.) Oh yes, there is a great thirst in America for spiritual matters.

(Kirtanananda plays the Hare Krsna record. Srila Prabhupada nods appreciatively.) And this is what they are hungering for. 

(His visitors all nod in agreement. Sound of rain and thunder.)

Scene Three

(sounds of rain)

Kirtanananda: (aloud as he writes) Vrndavana is a hot place! Some days, the temperature is over 110 degrees! But, at last the rains have started and there is some relief. This has made the weather quite comfortable for me but, unfortunately, not for Swamiji. (Srila Prabhupada packs his suitcase) He said that the heat was revitalizing him; it was devitalizing me! And someone stole our record player!

Scene Four - Train Station

(Train sounds, crowd sounds.)

Prabhupada: (aloud as he writes) You ask if his illness is an attack by Maya? Certainly, she took advantage of my old age and gave me a death dash. But, Krsna saved me, so we should more thank Krsna than eulogize Maya. At present, I think I'm improving. As soon as I a little more fit o return to the field of battle, I shall again be in your midst. My mind is always with you. Practically, your country is my home now. India is a foreign country for me  my spiritual family is in America and my material relationships are in India. And where my spiritual family exists, there is my home. (to Kirtanananda) So, a few more hours and we will be arriving in Calcutta.

Kirtanananda: Will there be people there at the station to meet us?

Prabhupada: Oh yes, you will meet my relations, my sister.

Kirtanananda: What is her name?

Prabhupada: Bhavatarini, but you must call her Pisima..

Kirtanananda: Pisima?

Prabhupada: It means "aunt." She will cook for us  so many things  you must eat them  it is her way of pleasing me (chuckles). There will be a lot of feasting  We will be arriving during Kali Puja.

Kirtanananda: Kali  she's the many armed one?

Prabhupada: Yes, the goddess of destruction  It is the biggest religious celebration in Bengal.

Kirtanananda: How big?

Prabhupada: Acha  there will be brass bands, bhajans, colored lights, music on the radio, stages, tents, fireworks 

Kirtanananda: How long does it last?

Prabhupada: For a month.

Kirtanananda: A whole month  wow!

Prabhupada: Yes, a whole month for goddess Kali.

Scene Four

(crowd sounds, revolutionaries, police)

Prabhupada: (aloud as he writes) I am ready for two weeks to start for America but, as you know, our government is very slow in action  I am coming soon to San Francisco. I will let you know the exact date soon. My return to America is settled, but due to a petty revolution in Calcutta, I am unable to leave. Future arrangements are pending.
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