Srila Prabhupada in New VrndavanPRIVATE 

(Nature sound effects - birds, cows, etc.. Srila Prabhupada and devotees are walking towards New Vrndavana.)

Narrator: May 21,1969, Srila Prabhupada had fifteen centers but the center he attached the most importance to was not in a big city at all but tucked away in the rolling hills of West Virginia, the one he called "New Vrndavan."

Song: Country Road by John Denver or Take Me Home to New Vrndavan by Nirantara dasa.

1st Devotee: Watch out here; it's slippery!

2nd Devotee: How much further?

3rd Devotee: Oh, not very far.

Kirtanananda: Are you still sure it was a good idea to walk in? This is pretty steep.

Prabhupada: Oh yes, this is very good.

Kirtanananda: Are you all right, Srila Prabhupada? That forest path is a bit exhausting, It's like a jungle in there!

Prabhupada: Yes, exactly as I envisioned it (looking out)  wonderful! But, we can take a little rest here. (to others) We will stop here a moment, (chuckling) Kirtanananda needs a rest. 

(The devotees laugh and Kirtanananda joins them.)

Kirtanananda: Well, we do get a nice view from here and there's a stream nearby, we could have a drink of water.

1st Devotee: I'll get some!

(He goes off with a jug; perhaps have him climb over a fence.)

Kirtanananda: (pointing out the layout) We can see right across the valley from here. It cuts back behind those hills and over there. On the other side of those trees is the farmhouse.

(Devotee returns and distributes cups of water.)

Prabhupada: (pointing) You can build cottages down there; I will show you how. There should be many cottages  and on that hill, a temple  and a temple there and another one there (accepting water) oh, thank you  and a school  we must have a school! (he drinks) Oh, this water is very sweet! (holding it up) That is a way of remembering Krsna - He is the taste of pure water!

(Devotees concur, "Jaya!")

Prabhupada: (looking around) So, where are the flat places?

Kirtanananda: Uh  there aren't any.

Prabhupada: (registers this) Well  you can level that area (pointing). Just take dirt from up there and fill in. No?

Hayagriva: Well  um  I guess. It's just that it seems that we're barely getting by. We're living in an old farmhouse with a mud floor and it's been 

Prabhupada: Oh, well, it will come. It will come. I am giving only ideas. (putting his hands on Kirtanananda's and Hayagriva's shoulders) You will develop it to your heart's content. It has been how long?

Kirtanananda: Well, I've been here since December but we signed the lease back in September. (to Hayagriva) You were here then, do you remember how Foster was giving us a hard time about our wanting to sign a lease for the land?

(devotees gather to hear the story)

Hayagriva: Yes, I was surprised that Foster would go shooting at those kids when they only had firecrackers. 

Kirtanananda: Yes, he needed money for the lawsuit so he was real eager to sign us a lease  for 99 years!

Hayagriva: Yes, and do you remember what Reg told us? Foster only signed the lease because he didn't expect us to survive the winter!

Kirtanananda: He wasn't the only one!

Hayagriva: Yes, there we were - freezing in our shack and we'd get letters from Hawaii, Los Angeles  

Kirtanananda: (to Srila Prabhupada) And remember when you wrote us and urged us "to convert West Virginia into New Vrindavan?" and Hayagriva said, "Oh no, it's not just the farm, he wants the whole state!"

Prabhupada: Well, we will start with the farm  (laughter). You will see; Krsna will provide!

Kirtanananda: (as they all walk off) It's only a little further to the farmhouse.

Prabhupada: Keep it very simple  avoid machinery. Become as self-sufficient as possible. Then develop New Vrindavana to your heart's content.

(music or bhajan)
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