The Kidnapping of Princess Rukmini #3PRIVATE 

Narrator: Once, the world was overburdened by the unnecessary

 

defense forces of various kings, who were actually demonic but were passing themselves as the royal order. At that time Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, descended on this earth to protect His devotees and annihilate the demons. 

(Lively music)


The king of Vidarbha, Maharaj Bhismaka was a very qualified and devoted monarch. He had five sons and one daughter, Rukmini. She was beautiful and chaste and wanted to marry Lord Krsna. All of Rukmini's relatives wanted Rukmini to marry Lord Krsna except for her brother Rukmi, who was envious of Lord Krsna.



  Great saints and sages often used to visit King Bhismaka's palace and so Rukmini also was able to hear the discourses of the learned persons.

Brahmana:  O noble Bhismaka, you should see it as your first duty to be sure that all the citizens live their lives in accordance with religious principles enjoined in the holy Vedas. Then, everyone will achieve happiness in this life and liberation after death. 

Bhismaka:   What you say is certainly true and of all religious

 

activities, that which is most relishable is to hear of the wonderful activities of Sri Krsna. Please tell us something of the opulence and beauty of Sri Krsna.

Brahmana:  I am so glad that you have asked about Sri Krsna because there is nothing I like better than to talk about Him. Sri Krsna is the most beautiful person one could ever imagine! His body is blackish like a monsoon cloud and His face is surrounded by dark locks of curling hair. On His turban he wears a peacock feather, around His neck is a garland of flowers, He wears many beautiful jewels and His yellow garments glitter like lightning. Altogether, His beauty is so entrancing that it enchants the mind of even the god of Love. There is no one more kind and merciful than Krsna. Actually, I could speak forever about Sri Krsna, but I must attend to my evening duties now.

Bhismaka: O sage, thank you for the great mercy that you have

 

shown by enlightening me. 

Brahmana: It is by the mercy of my guru.

(The Brahman leaves. Bhismaka talks with Rukmini.)

Bhismaka: Well, my dear Rukmini, it seems that there is not a

 

prince in the whole world who could compare with Krsna, the most exalted hero of the Yadu Dynasty. He is certainly a most suitable match for any princess, even if she is as beautiful as you are, dear. You have now reached the age when I am obliged to find you a suitable husband and I can't find anyone more suitable than Krsna. If it is your wish, Rukmini, I will make arrangements for you to become His wife. What do you say to that?

Rukmini:  My dear Father, if you desire it, I would consider

 

myself very fortunate to be accepted as the maidservant of Sri Krsna.

Bhismaka: Yes, I think this will be an excellent arrangement! I

 

will send a messenger to Dwaraka to arrange everything. I am sure that Krsna will accept you because your qualities are known all over the land. 

       
  But first, we must make preparations for your brother

 

Rukmi's arrival here, for he has many kings and princes with him. Even Jarasandha, the mighty emperor of Magadha is with him. Good night!

(Bhismaka leaves.)

Rukmini:  (to maid) Devi, I am very fortunate! Is it really



possible that all my dreams are to be fulfilled and that Krsna will become my husband. I know for certain that I can never set my heart on any other man.

Devi:     Rukmini, of course it is true. Your father has decided and I know that he is very eager to have Krsna as his Son-in-law.

Rukmini:  I surely do not deserve to be so happy. In my previous lives I must have performed unlimited pious activities to get this opportunity! Each and every day, I will be able to look upon the lotus face of Lord Sri Krsna!

(Voices are heard off stage.)



Oh! It is Rukmi coming with the other princes. We should stay out of their way. I hear that Jarasandha is a most fierce warrior!

(They leave as the men come in.)

Jarasandha: Have you heard the news that Krsna has at last been 



vanquished by my armies? Unfortunately, however, he has escaped from us by running from the battlefield and has now established a great fortress in the sea at Dwaraka. Therefore, it is essential that we form an alliance to oppose this threat. 

Sisupala: But after all, Krsna is not a warrior! He is simply a

 

cowherd boy! I do not see that we need to concern ourselves with Him.

Jarasandha: Don't underestimate Krsna. I have fought with Him on seventeen occasions now and He has great cunning and treachery by which He can outwit His foe.

Rukmi:    Yes, Jarasandha is right, Sisupala, we ksatriyas must

 

support one another when our position is threatened by such upstarts. Consider the fate of Kamsa, the rightful king of Mathura, who was ruthlessly killed while trying to enjoy a sports event. My dear Father, considering all these points, I have arranged for my sister Rukmini to be married to Sisupala, for in this way, a firm alliance will be created between the kingdom of Vidarbha and Cedi.

Bhismaka: I am sure that your intentions are good, Rukmi, but 



surely it is my duty, as Rukmini's father, to arrange for her marriage?

Rukmi:    Father, this is a time of emergency, when such 



considerations cannot be seen as being of great importance! Anyway, who could be more qualified than Sisupala, who is the sole heir to the throne of Cedi?!

Bhismaka: Well, in truth, I was considering that Krsna would be 

          a fitting husband for Rukmini.

Rukmi:    Huh??

Sisupala: This is an outrage!!

Jarasandha: Bhismaka, I'm warning you, it will not go well with you if you side with my enemies!!

Rukmi:    My friends, calm yourselves! There is no point of anger in this royal assembly. My dear father (taking him aside), please consider that we live in times of great trouble. Under the circumstances, there can be no place for mere sentiment in our decisions of state. As ksatriyas, we must consider the welfare of the citizens of Vidarbha above our own. If we incur the wrath of mighty Jarasandha, then the whole state will be devastated by his military strength.

Bhismaka: But Rukmi, I have given my word to Rukmini that she may marry Krsna. It would break her heart if I was now to change this decision.

Rukmi: You are speaking merely of childish sentiment, "passing           fancy, here today and gone tomorrow" type sentiment. Fantasy       for which there is no room in these political dealings. I          have promised Sisupala the hand of Rukmini in marriage and if       I am unable to keep my word then my reputation will be             finished! Anyway, this Krsna is nothing but an upstart             cowherd boy who thinks nothing of killing His own family           members. From all points of view, it must be seen that if          Rukmini were to marry Krsna, it would be a disaster for our        family! On the other hand, her marriage to Sisupala would          bestow great honor upon us and vastly increase our military        statement!


  Leave the whole matter to me, Father, I will explain it

     to Rukmini in a way that she will understand. I'm sure that 

     she will be happy to cooperate for the good of the kingdom.

Bhismaka: Very well, Rukmi, you may act as you see fit. But, in my        heart I have much more respect for Krsna than any of these         kings and princes whose hearts are so filled with pride            ambition.

Rukmi:    Fine. (to others) My friends, everything is settled. 



Rukmini shall marry Sisupala - this idea of my father's was simply an ill-planned whim. Now, he gladly gives his consent to this union which will cement the alliance between the kingdoms of Vidarbha and Cedi.

Jarasandha: This wedding should take place as soon as possible, before our enemies have a chance to act. Rukmi, you must make all the arrangements in the shortest possible time. (to Sisupala) For now, let us continue on our journey to Magadha.

(Jarasandha and Sisupala leave.)

Rukmi:    Father, you must tell Rukmini that she is to marry 



Sisupala, for the wedding must take place within the next few days. I will go at once and tell her that you want to speak to her.

Bhismaka: Very well, but be prepared, Rukmini is a strong-willed girl. She will not accept this decision lightly. 

(Rukmi leaves)


Alas, how can I tell Rukmini that she must marry this Sisupala and abandon all her attachment for Krsna. How is it possible? But, Krsna is no ordinary prince and if he desires to marry Rukmini, how will any of these princes prevent Him? 

Scene One - Princess Rukmini's Room

Rukmi:    My dear, dark-eyed, beautiful sister, Rukmini, what do you think? Are you pleased that I have arranged your marriage?

Rukmini:  Oh, I am so happy! I have heard so much about Krsna from the brahmanas that visit the court. I have desired to be His wife for as long as I can remember. I am always thinking of Him!

Rukmi:    Krsna! Who ever said anything about Him!? Well, you can stop thinking about Him because I have arranged that you will marry Prince Sisupala, not this Krsna! Sisupala is a real hero! 

Rukmini:  Not marry Krsna!? But, I don't even like Sisupala! He's ugly and cruel and besides, he is Krsna's enemy! I love only Krsna! I do not wish to marry Sisupala! Don't you care what I think?

Rukmi:    No, I don't! I am the first-born, your oldest brother, and I have the right to choose the husband that's best for you. Sisupala is the son a great king. By uniting our kingdom with that of his father, we will form an invincible military force. It is already settled.

(Rukmi storms out, Bhismaka enters.)

Bhismaka: Rukmini, please try to understand the reasons 
Rukmini:  O Father, do not say that I cannot marry Krsna! From your face, I can see that this is so. I never believed such happiness could truly be mine. (prays) O beloved Krsna! Are you lost forever? When will I see Your beautiful, lotus-like face?

Bhismaka: Dear Rukmini, this was never my desire, but Rukmi had

 

already promised your hand to Sisupala of Cedi who is strongly supported by the emperor Jarasandha.

Rukmini:  Humphhh! That black-hearted fiend, Sisupala, never once spoke a word but to blaspheme my beloved! O Father, I will never marry him. I would die a thousand times over rather than accept such a fate and you may tell this to Rukmi, Jarasandha and any of those other villians!!

Bhismaka: Rukmini, such words are not befitting, for though you are a woman, still, you  were born in a family of ksatriyas and, moreso, in a royal family. All of us can receive only as much happiness and distress as is ordained by destiny and no more. You should accept all this simply as the will of providence and give up this weak-hearted lamentation. I will leave you now; please think on what I have said.

(Bhismaka leaves. Rukmini weeps. Devi, the maidservant of Rukmini enters.)

Rukmini:  Devi, Devi, what shall I do? I can't marry Sisupala; I have given my heart to Krsna, the brave Prince of the Yadu Dynasty! What shall I do?

Devi:     Sisupala? Who said you had to marry him?

Rukmini:  My brother, Rukmi, has already made arrangements for my marriage. He has traded me off for an expanded military force!

Devi: 
Oh, how terrible! Princess, please don't take it so badly, please don't cry.

Rukmini: 
Don't cry? What else can I do?

Devi: 
I don't know, but maybe circumstances will change before then. Rest now, you'll be able to think of some plan in the morning.

Rukmini: 
No, I must take immediate steps! I cannot just lament, like a sudra! That is the worst thing that I could do. After all, I am the daughter of a king! 

Devi: 
That's the spirit, Princess! What can I do?

Rukmini: 
See if you can speak to that traveling Brahmana that is the guest of my father. He is in the guest room closest to the temple room. Get him to come here right away. Hurry, don't let anyone see you. I will send a letter to Krsna and entreat Him to come here and rescue me from this fate worse than death!

Devi: 
Now you're talking, Princess! I know you can do it! We'll beat those men at their game!

(Devi exits, Rukmini writes the letter, speaking aloud.)

Rukmini:
Of course - the one person who has no fear of Jarasandha is Krsna Himself. Surely, my Lord will come here and save me, for He never neglects those who are surrendered to Him.

            My dear Krsna, ... anyone who hears about You soon

 

develops transcendental love for You. I have also heard of Your transcendental qualities. I may be shameless in expressing myself so directly, but You have captivated me and taken my heart ... There, I am finished but where is the brahmana? (calls) Devi! Devi!

Devi: (enters) Yes, Princess!

Rukmini: 
Did you bring the brahmana?

Devi: 
Yes, he is here to see you.

Brahmana: (enters) Princess Rukmini, how may I help you?

Rukmini:  You are a truthful brahmana and a devotee of Krsna, so I know I can trust you. Please take this message to Krsna in Dwaraka without delay. 

Brahmana: Yes, Princess. I will go immediately. Indeed, there is 

nothing I desire more than to see the opulence and beauty of Lord Sri Krsna in His transcendental abode. Do not be afraid, for whatever Krsna desires will certainly come to pass. 

(The brahmana exits.)

Scene Two - Dwaraka

Brahmana: At last, after journeying for many days, I have reached the city of Dvaraka. Surely, such splendor as this cannot be found anywhere else in all the three worlds. All these huge palaces adorned with pinnacles and domes reaching up to the sky are made entirely of cintamani stone. I must hurry and find Lord Krsna immediately so that I can deliver Rukmini's message!

Narrator: Reaching the city of Dvaraka, the brahmana had the 



opportunity to see Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Who is the original cause of all causes. A brahmana is the spiritual teacher of all human society. Lord Krsna, in order to teach everyone the proper Vedic etiquette of receiving a brahmana. Thus, Lord Krsna immediately stood up and offered the brahmana His throne.

Krsna:    O Brahmana, it is a great honour for Us to receive noble 

personalities such as yourself in our humble home. Please sit here. 

(Brahmana sits down and Krsna massages his legs.)


I hope that you are executing your religious principles without any difficulty and that your mind is always in peaceful condition.

Brahmana: Yes, by Your mercy, everything on earth is auspicious for the cows and the brahmanas.

Krsna: 
If a brahmana is self-satisfied he can live anywhere and everywhere and execute his religious principles for the benefit of the people in general. 

Brahmana: My Lord, I know that You are the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead but you are serving me to show everyone the proper Vedic social convention of honoring the brahmana teachers. 

Krsna: 
Yes, I always offer my respects to the brahmanas and devotees because they are engaged in the real welfare work for all of human society. Now, if you have no objection, please tell me about your mission. 

Brahmana: My dear Krsna, chief of the Yadu Dynasty. I have brought 

this message for you from the Princess of Vidarbha, Rukmini, the daughter of King Bhismaka.

Krsna: (taking letter) Yes, Rukmini is known to me. Indeed, I am 

always thinking of her. Thank you. 



   My dear Brahmana, when do you think would be the best time to kidnap Rukmini - when she is going to the temple of Durga or on her way back to the palace?

Brahmana: O Lord, Your endeavors are always successful but if You wish to act you must do so immediately for tomorrow is the day of the wedding.

Krsna:    Yes, we will leave today for Vidarbha. Actually, it has been my intention all along to marry the daughter of King Bhismaka, for she is the most beautiful princess in all of the world. Her marriage to Sisupala has been arranged by Rukmi out of animosity towards Me and I am determined to teach all these evil-minded princes a sound lesson! We will travel in My chariot which can race at the speed of the mind and thus be in Kundina in good time for the celebrations. Please take your bath and we will discuss this further after you have rested awhile.

(The Brahmana offers obeisances and leaves. Krsna reads the letter aloud or the voice of Rukmini may be heard reading it.)

Letter: Rukmini: My dear Krsna, anyone who hears about You soon

 

develops transcendental love for You. I have also heard of Your transcendental qualities. I may be shameless in expressing myself so directly, but You have captivated me and taken my heart. You may suspect that I am an unmarried girl, young in age, and You doubt my steadiness of character. But my dear Krsna, You are the Supreme Lion among human beings, the supreme person among persons. Any girl, or any woman of the highest chastity would desire to marry You. Therefore, I have decided to become Your maidservant eternally. My dear Krsna, I dedicate unto Your lotus feet my very life and soul. Within my heart I have already accepted You as my husband and now I request You to accept me as Your wife. O lotus-eyed one, now I belong to You! If that which is enjoyable by the lion to eat is taken away by the jackal - it will be a ludicrous affair. So please, rescue me before I am taken away by Sisupala.

Scene Three - Kundina, the Palace of King Bhismaka

Bhismaka: My dear wife, the city of Kundina looks so beautiful now. Tomorrow is Rukmini's wedding day; just see how everything is attractive to the mind and how jubilant all the citizens seem!

Queen:
Yes, my Lord, everything is perfectly arranged for the ceremony but still it is such a pity that Rukmini could not have been married to Krsna. I know that she still thinks about Him. And, she cares nothing for Sisupala or any of the other princes. Krsna is so very handsome, too!
Bhismaka: Please give up such ideas! I tried in every way to 



arrange for Rukmini to marry Krsna, but it was not possible. If I had acted in this way, Rukmi would have turned against me with all his powerful friends. The whole kingdom of Vidarbha would have been devastated!

Queen: 
Yes, there is nothing that could be done. But look! Isn't that Krsna and Balarama arriving in the city?!

Bhismaka: It is! And with them is a large force of the mightiest warriors of the Yadu Dynasty! I wonder why they have decided to come to Kundina at this time? I hope that everything will be peaceful. Dharmaghosa, Sisupala's father, has also brought a large military force with him, including Jarasandha, Dantavakra and Paundraka. 



  Look! Here comes Rukmini. She's just coming out of the temple of Mother Durga. She seems uh, very unhappy 
Queen: (taking Rukmini aside) Rukmini, tomorrow is your wedding

 

day, please try to be happy, for this is the day on which you must look most beautiful!

Rukmini:  How an I be happy when I am to be married to a man I

 

loathe and despise? This Sisupala is the vilest creature that ever walked this earth, for he never opens his mouth but to villify my Lord, the all-worshipable one, Sri Krsna!

Bhismaka: Rukmini, please remember your position! You are the 



daughter of a king and therefore it is your duty to act as such. You have accepted the responsibility that your birth has bestowed upon you. Common men may act according to the dictates of their sentiments but ksatriyas always have to consider the welfare of the people they rule. And place this consideration before their own personal interests.



  Please think about this instruction that I am giving you and try to conduct yourself in a more fitting manner. Come, we must go down and welcome the princes who are arriving in the city. 

(They exit.)

Rukmini:  There is only one day left now before I am to be 



delivered into the dirty hands of Sisupala and still there is no word from Krsna or the brahmana. What can have happened? Surely, my Lord cannot have abandoned me? In this world, I have nothing but my love for Krsna. I have no refuge and no shelter. Without Him, what meaning is there in my life? O my dearest Lord, please have mercy on this most fallen maidservant. Do not neglect me, for You are the only meaning to my life. He will not come - I know it! Perhaps, the gods are displeased with me for neglecting dharma. Or, maybe Sisupalahas achieved the favor of Lord Siva and will now be able to achieve all success in life. Alas, everything is finished! 

(She weeps. Then she feels a trembling in her left eye.)



What is this!? My left eye is trembling and will not stop! This is surely an auspicious sign, perhaps there is still hope! 

(The brahmana messenger enters.)



O most pious of men, have you been to Dvaraka? Have you seen my Lord? Will he come to save me?

Brahmana: My dear child, lament no more, I have indeed delivered 

your message to Lord Krsna and he is present here in the city of Kundina. Be prepared, for the Lord has come here for the sole purpose of kidnapping you from the very sight of Sisupala and his men. Do not be afraid, for whatever Lord Krsna desires, He will surely achieve.

Rukmini:  O best of the brahmanas, you have certainly delivered me 

from an ocean of lamentation. You have saved my life; how can I ever repay you, for you have brought Krsna to me.

Brahmana: In devotional service, the means and the end are the 



same. I feel that my life has been enriched unlimitedly by the opportunity to see and render personal service to Sri Krsna. I have no further desires.

(Lights dim. Music )

Scene Four _ A Garden in the City

Dharmagosh: So, now only one day is left before the wedding  but 

I have heard news that Krsna and Balarama have arrived here with the armies of the Yadu Dynasty. We must be prepared for fighting. I cannot imagine that these two have come here with such a show of force simply to take part in a wedding celebration.

Sisupala: Indeed, there is a rumor all around the city the city 



that Rukmini herself sent a message to this low-born cowherd Krsna, asking Him to come and take her away! Anyway, if Krsna is planning a trick, the loss will be His for we have brought a huge army from Cedi. All of our allies are here, too, each with their own military force.

Jarasandha: Indeed, this may a good opportunity to settle with

 

Krsna once and for all! Our strength is now many times that of the force we employed when we last met with Krsna. 

Rukmi: (boasting to impress others) Well, I am prepared with my

 

divisions of soldiers! I have no fear of Krsna or Balarama for whoever heard of cowherd boys challenging ksatriyas to military combat! Just let them dare to loose even one small insult and I will descend upon them like an eagle upon a lamb. I will not hesitate to destroy them all the Yadus! Ahhh  my mother and father are coming to greet us. 

(The king and queen enter.)

Bhismaka: Welcome to the city of Kundina! As you can see, the 



entire city has been decorated in hour of the wedding. Have you and all your party been accommodated in a proper fashion?

Jarasandha: Yes, all the arrangements are satisfactory.

Bhismaka: Very good! Now, if there is anything you require, you 



have only to state it and all your desires will be fulfilled. 

Dharmagosh: King Bhismaka, we have heard that Krsna and Balarama arrived here with all the military strength of the Yadu Dynasty. Is this so?

Bhismaka: Indeed, I saw Them arriving in the city a short while ago and was just on my way over to Their camp to invite Them to take part in the wedding celebration.

Jarasandha: Why?? You know that these men are our sworn enemies and yet still you are treating Them like intimate friends? How then can we be sure of the loyalty of Vidarbha to our cause?

Bhismaka: Noble Jarasandha, surely an occasion such as this is one in which old quarrels may be set aside or settled mutually? Is it not possible for you princes to co-operate with the heroes of the Yadu Dynasty?

Jarasandha: Mutually?? Krsna's crimes and foul deeds are too



Numerous to be forgiven. I shall not rest until I have destroyed Him and all His followers!

Sisupala: He is an abominable villain and yet He poses Himself as a true member of the royal order! How can we even think of living peacefully while His crimes remain unpunished?

Rukmi:    They are right, Father. There can be no talk of peace. It is our duty to rid the world of this Krsna who is a constant threat to our plans for Supremacy and Control over this region!

Bhismaka: (to himself) How unfortunate it is that Rukmi has

 

sided with these arrogant tyrants who only care for their own strength and prestige! Their pride, greed and lust are limitless and yet they dare to pose themselves as protectors of dharma! Now, they are bent on opposing Krsna and confronting Him directly on the battlefield. Their false pride will certainly be diminished for I am certain that Krsna will easily vanquish their might, in spite of all of their vain boasting!!

Queen:    O my Lord, look!! Krsna and Balarama are approaching!

(Krsna and Balarama enter. The king and queen go to them.)

Bhismaka: Krsna and Balarama! You are most welcome here in Kunduni! Please accept these gifts of new cloth and honey.

(Bhismaka takes packages from a servant and gives them to Krsna and Balarama.)

Krsna:   My dear King Bhismaka, I thank you for your kind welcome and the gifts that you have offered us. But actually, I think that my brother, Balarama, would prefer the honey. He has a great liking for such beverages.

(Krsna gives Balarama His honey, too.)

Bhismaka: As you wish. Now, as I am sure You are aware, tomorrow is to be the wedding day of my only daughter, Rukmini to Sisupala. It would give me great pleasure if both of You were to be present at the ceremony.

Balarama: Indeed, that is the whole purpose of our coming to

 

Kundini.

Krsna:    I only wish I'd known sooner!

Bhismaka: I must warn You, however, that many of the princes 



assembled here are Your determined enemies and have brought huge armies with them.

Krsna:    My dear king, since we returned from our exile in the

 

forests of Vrndavan, we have learned a little about  the military art. And, by the grace of providence, we have been able to vanquish many of the greatest warriors in the world.

Balarama: Yes, You should not be concerned about Our well-being but rather about that of Jarasandha and his misled followers. 

Bhismaka: Well, I hope that the occassion will be enjoyed by all, without anyone feeling the need to resort to might of arms. In the meantime, if You wish, You may lodge here in this garden-house along with all of Your companions. My servants will take your horses to the royal stables. 

Krsna:    This arrangement will be most suitable for us. I thank you again for your kind hospitality and gifts. Until tomorrow then.

Bhismaka: Until tomorrow. 

Scene Five - At the Temple of Durga

Rukmini:  Now, I must enter the temple of Mother Durga to offer 



prayers to her, for this is the proper duty of all girls who are about to be married.

Devi:     Very well, Rukmini, and let us watch closely to see if Krsna is present.

Rukmini: (prays) O Durga, Mother of the Universe, beloved wife of 

the great Lord Siva, who wears the Ganges on his head, you are the personification of the entire material energy and therefore control all our lives. Many materialistic people worship you desiring wealth, fame and happiness in this world of dualities. But, I desire none of these things. I only pray that I may become the husband of Lord Sri Krsna, Who is the Supreme Lord of both the material and the spiritual worlds. In my heart, there is nothing but eternal for Syamasundara and this love is purer than the clearest water of the Himalayan mountains. Therefore, I request that you please be merciful to me and allow mw to always see the beautiful lotus-like face of Sri Krsna.

(Rukmi, Sisupala, J, other princes, Krsna and Balarama enter as Rukmini prays with her back to them. When she turns to them, all but Krsna and Balarama almost swoon to see the beauty of Rukmini.)

Sisupala: Such rare beauty! O Rukmini, as my wife you will shine 

like the crest jewel in the crown of Cedi. Just seeing you once is enough to fill my heart with the passion to possess you!!

Jarasandha: You are a most fortunate rogue, Sisupala,that such a beautiful lady is about to become your own. Indeed, such beauty as is this is a very rare occurrence!

Rukmi:    The essence of her beauty is simply a token of my 



friendship with you two great souls.

Krsna: (extending his hand) Rukmini, come with me.

Rukmini: (taking Krsna's hand) Oh, Krsna!

(They quickly walk off the stage, followed by Balarama.)

Jarasandha: How can this be? Before our very eyes, this Krsna has 

stolen away the bride of Sisupala just as a crow steals butter from a sacrifice. Take up your swords! Saddle your horses! Prepare your war chariots! This time, Krsna's impudence will not go unpunished!

Sisupala: Quickly, assemble the armies! Let us begin the pursuit immediately!

Rukmi:
My forces are always ready! Krsna has dared to touch my sister and therefore He is doomed!

(All leave to rousing music.)

Scene Six - Outside the City

Sisupala: Just see, Krsna has made good His escape while we are

 

blocked by His Yadu armies!

Jarasandha: Do not worry, Sisupala, we will sweep the opposition 

aside just as an elephant destroys a field of sugar cane. And, if Balarama dares to oppose me, His body will be food for the vultures before this day is through! Forward!

(Sounds of fighting, music, etc.. Disheveled soldiers come fleeing battle, towards Sisupala and Jarasandha.)

Sisupala: Stay, do not desert me! Are you not ashamed to run before a mere cowherd boy! All is lost, alas! Our phalanx is broken and our greatest heroes are put to flight! (calls) Jarasandha! Save me! Return my bride to me!

Jarasandha: You fool! Can you not see that all is lost? Our army is shattered and all our greatest warriors are slain! Why do you stand there - lamenting like a dancing idiot? The enemy is at our backs and we must flee at once if we are to escape with our lives!!

Rukmi:    Go if you will, but I will never turn my back and run

 

from these inexperienced forest dwellers! Krsna has dare to touch my sister and for this I must kill Him! Here and now I vow that if I do not keep my word and slay Krsna for the insult he has delivered to my family, then I will never return to my home in Kundina!!

Jarasandha: You are a fool to speak such vain words! It is said 



that one who fights and gets away will live to fight another day. Come, Sisupala, we will re-group our forces. This day is lost to us. 

(Rukmi dashes off in one direction and Sisupala, Jarasandha and other ksatriyas leave in the other direction. Krsna and Rukmini enter, followed by Rukmi.)

Rukmini:  My Lord, surely we are in great danger for all the

 

assembled princes had brought many soldiers with them.

Krsna:    My brother alone is warrior enough to defeat all of

 

them.

Rukmi:    Krsna! Krsna! Stop a minute and fight with me! 

(Krsna and Rukmi fight with swords. Rukmi is defeated and Krsna holds a sword to Rukmi's chest as he lies on the ground.)

Krsna:    Now, Rukmi, I will kill you.

Rukmini:  O Yogesware, O god of gods, O Jagapati, You are so

 

great and powerful and my brother is only an ordinary prince. Actually, he is not even like an insect compared to you. Please spare him! Krsna, you and I are soon to be married; please do not make my marriage at the loss of my older brother! After all, he loves me. Please spare him, Krsna, please!

Krsna:    Rukmini, because you have pleaded for him, I will spare


 
your brother's life. But, he should receive some light punishment, so, first I will tie him up and then cut a little hair from here, and a little here, and half this mustache and ... there, you look really handsome, Rukmi! A little from here and maybe a little more from here ...

(Balarama enters after defeating the army of Jarasandha.)
Balarama: Krsna!

Krsna:    Balarama!!

Balarama: My dear brother, what have you done? Whatever Rukmi has 
done, he is now our brother-in-law. To cut off his hair and mustache like this is practicably worse than killing him! It is not in our family tradition; I will untie him myself. You really shouldn't have done this, but he does look rather funny! (they laugh) And Princess Rukmini, you should not be unhappy because your brother has been made odd looking for all our happiness and distress is simply the result of our previous activities.  

Krsna:    Rukmi, you may go now. You have promised to never

 

return to Vidarbha if you could not kill me and bring Rukmini back for Sisupala, still you can at least live out the remainder of your life. 

Balarama: Let us return to Dwaraka. The city is being decorated

 

for the celebration of your marriage to Rukmini, your first Queen. [all exit]
Narrator: The story of Rukmini's being kidnapped by Krsna was 



rendered into poetry and professional reciters read it everywhere. All those who heard of this wonderful marriage were struck with wonder. Everyone was pleased to hear of the chivalrous activities of Krsna. Emperors from the kingdoms of Kuru, Srnjaya, Kekaya and Vidarbha as well as Maharaj Nanda and the cowherd boys of Vrindavan attended the marriage ceremony in Dwaraka. In this way, all of the visitors, as well as the residents of Dwaraka city became joyful. In other words, the Supreme Lord, the Maintainer of Everyone and the Goddess of Fortune were united and all the people were happy in Krsna Consciousness.









