Balarama Pastimes Puppet Show 

From the Krsna Book Chapters 65 and 67

Adapted by Radha Damodar dasa. 

Lord Balarama Enjoys the Rasa Dance 

(Music or bhajan, forest sound effects) 

Narrator: Once, Lord Balarama became anxious to see his father and mother, Nanda Maharaj and Mother Yasoda in Vrndavana. The cowherd boys and gopis had all grown up, but still, on His arrival, they all embraced Him and Lord Balarama embraced them in reciprocation. 


(Music) 

Old Man: Why, can I believe my eyes? Lord Balarama has returned! Lord Balarama has returned! Everyone come! Everyone come! Oh, Lord Balarama, we Vrajabhasis have been put into such anxiety by Your absence. Come, let us take You before Your parents! 

Boys: Jai Balarama! Jai Balarama! 

Yasoda: My dear son, Jadadisvara, we thought that You would never return to us again! All blessings unto You! 

 (Nanda Maharaj and Mother Yasoda embrace Lord Balarama and cry.) 

Balarama: My dear elders, please accept my obeisances. My dear  

 friends, you have so much grown! All of you have fine sons,        now! It is very good to see all of you again. 

Nanda:          Dear Balarama, are our friends like Vasudeva and others in the family doing well? Now, You and Krsna are grown-up, married men with children. In the happiness of family life, do You sometimes remember Your poor father and mother, Nanda Maharaj and Mother Yasoda devi? It is very good news that the most sinful King Kamsa has been killed by You and that our friends such as Vasudeva and others who have been harassed by him have now been relieved. It is also very good news that both You and Krsna defeated Jarasandha and Kalayavana, and that You are now living in a fortified residence in Dwaraka. 

1st Gopi:       Does Krsna remember His gopis? Krsna might have forgotten us in the midst of the culture women of Dwaraka, but as far as we are concerned, we are still remembering Him by collecting flowers and sewing them into garlands. When He does not come, however, we simply pass our day by crying. If only He would come here and accept these garlands that we have made! 

2nd Gopi:        Krsna is very clever. He told us, “My dear gopis, please do not worry. The service that you have tendered Me is impossible to repay.” After all, we are women, so how could we disbelieve Him? Now we can understand that His sweet words were simply for cheating us.

3rd Gopi:      My dear friends, what is the use of talking about Krsna? If you are at all interested in passing away time by talking, let us talk on some subject other than Him. If cruel Krsna can pass His time without us, why can’t we pass our time without Krsna? Of course, Krsna is passing His days very happily without us, but the difference is that we cannot pass our days very happily without Him. 

Narrator:         When the gopis were talking in this way, their feelings became more and more intensified and they were experiencing Krsna’s smiling, Krsna’s words of love, Krsna’s features, Krsna’s characteristics and Krsna’s embrace. 

Song:
           Dear Tulasi, where is Krsna?



Dear blackberry, where is Krsna?



Dear kadamba flower, where is Krsna? Where is Krsna now?



“Don’t be afraid of torrents of rain and severe hurricanes,



I’ll save you.”



Where is Krsna, where is Krsna now?



“Rascal Kaliya, leave this place; rascal Kaliya, leave this place



I have descended upon the earth to punish all kinds of miscreants.”



Where is Krsna, where is Krsna now?



“See the flames of the fire are coming, close your eyes, I’ll save you.”



Dear Tulasi, where is Krsna?



Dear blackberries, where is Krsna?



Dear kadamba flower,where is Krsna?



O pear trees, O asoka trees, where is Krsna now? 

Narrator:          Lord Balarama could understand the ecstatic feelings of the gopis and in order to satisfy them, He agreed to stay for two months with them and thus He enjoyed the Rasa Dance in the cool, aromatic Vrndavana forest. 

Balarama:(telling stories) ... and then Krsna leaped up on the royal throne and grabbed that rascal, Kamsa, into the wrestling arena. Getting on his chest, Krsna struck Kamsa again and again with his lotus fists! Boom! Boom! Kamsa lost his life! Ugrasena was released from prison and became the rightful king. But, enough of this talking. I am hot and tired. I will call the Yamuna River to come over here so that I can be refreshed by her cooling waters. (calls loudly) Yamuna! Yamuna! Bring your watershere to Me!

Yamuna: (voice) My dear Lord, I do not wish to come to You atthis time because You are too greatly intoxicated from drinking the Varuni honeys and I am afraid. 

Balarama:You Wretched River! You did not care for My order; now I shall teach you a lesson!! You did not come to Me voluntarily, now, with the help of my plow, I shall force you to follow Me! I will divide you into hundreds of scattered streams! 



(Balarama scratches the River with His plow.) 

Yamuna: (appearing) My dear Balarama, please accept my obeisances! You are the most 

               powerful personality and You are pleasing to everyone! Unfortunately, I forgot Your 
              glorious position, but now I have come to my senses. Please know that I am a surrendered 
              soul unto You. 
            You are very much affectionate to Your devotees, therefore, please excuse my impudence and 

            mistakes and, by Your causeless mercy, may You now release me! 

Balarama: Certainly, you are forgiven. We will now enjoy in your waters to our full satisfaction! 

Narrator: Lord Balarama and the gopis enjoyed transcendental pastimes together every night for two months and the time passed away so quickly that all those nights appeared to be one night. In the presence of Lord Balarama, all the gopis and inhabitants of Vrndavana became as cheerful as they had been in the presence of both brothers, Lord Krsna and Lord Balarama. 



 (Music, then change music to stronger music for Dvivida’s appearance.) 

The Deliverance of Dvivida Gorilla 

Demon: Bad news, O Dvivida! Your good friend, Bhaumasura, theson of Bhaumi, has been conquered! 

Dvivida:(jumping up, angry) Noooooo! How could it have happened?Why, last I had heard, he had 
even conquered Mount Meruand sent Lord Indra running! 

Demon:Yes, Lord Indra sent Krsna, the killer of Kamsa, to battle with Bhaumasura and Krsna attacked the capital of Pragjyotisapura, accompanied only by His queen, Satyabhama and riding upon the giant eagle Garuda! With His disk He cut off the head of our friend Mura, who is the strongest of the strong, and then He also mercilessly killed Mura’s seven sons! 

2nd Demon: Bhaumasura put up a good fight, but because Krsna took him by surprise, coming without challenge, and because  He was fighting from the air, He was able to cut off the head of our dear Bhaumasura with His famous Sudarsan-chakra  disc! 

Dvivida: (growling with rage) That impudent Krsna! I’ll fix Him! So far He has been lucky, but now I 
will go to Dwaraka and destroy everything and everyone there and I know that Krsna will not be able 
to do anything to stop me! Everywhere I go, I will cause ruin in the name of Bhaumasura’s revenge! (smashing noises) 

Narrator: Dvivida Gorilla was as powerful as 10,000 elephants. He would go to the hermitages of great saintly persons and sages and smash their beautiful gardens and orchards. He would even pass urine and stool on the sacrificial arena! He kidnapped both men and women and imprisoned them in the caves of the mountains. He set fire to villages, towns and mines. 

Dvivida: Ahhh! Ha! There! A very good mess! Now, I am so tired, I think I will go into the forest for a while for a little rest. I hear sweet music coming from the Raivataka Mountain, so I will go there and enjoy it! 


(Music. Change scene. Lord Balarama is enjoying with many gopis. They are singing and dancing.)

Balarama: Bring me more Varuni beverage! (drinks) Ahhh, this is soooooo good!! 

1st Gopi: (anxious) Dear beautiful Balarama, there is a huge animal there in the bushes. Please tell him to go away. 

Balarama: What? Oh, there! Why, it’s just a big monkey! Don’t worry! 

Dvivida: A monkey, indeed!! I’ll show him! I’ll anger Him, then when He come closer I’ll tear Him to pieces! Ha! (crashes about in bushes) 

Balarama: I wish he’d be quiet! He’s disturbing my rest! 

2nd Gopi: Ohhh, I think he’s funny! Just see, he’s making ghastly faces just to please us! (He pulls at the clothing of Balarama and the gopis.) 

3rd Gopi: Oh! What a naughty monkey! Now, he is being rude! 

Balarama:(throws stones) Go away, you! Get out of here! 

Dvivida: (picking up the vessel of Varuni) I will myself drink this Varuni beverage and Balarama can do nothing to stop me! He is a weakling and is too much drunken to figh ttoday! 

Balarama: This has gone far enough! I’ve decided to kill this offensive creature! Come out and fight!! 

Dvivida: I am ready! Take this! SMASH! 


(Fight noises as they fight with ripped up trees.) 


Catch these stones! 

(Fight noises as they fight with stones) 


You are skilful with Your weapons, but now I challenge you to fight me hand to hand! I will smash You to dust! (They fight) 

Gopis: Jai Balarama! Jai Balarama! 


(Dvividasura yells and makes dying sounds) 

Dvivida AAARRRRGGGHHH!! Gasp! 


(The demigods shower flowers.) 

Gopis: Jai Balaram! Jai Balarama! 

Song:

Krsna  Krsna the Reservoir of Pleasure

Balarama Balarama is His elder Brother

Krsna Krsna the Reservoir of Pleasure

Krsna Krsna blowing on His flute;

Balarama friends and cows in His company

Entering the forest of Vrndavan happily

Krsna, Krsna the Reservoir of Pleasure

Balarama, Balarama is His elder Brother.

Prahlambasura came to steal the transcendental brothers

Krsna knew he was bad but He treated him like the others

Let’s play here today in a dueling fight

The ones who lose they must take the winners for a ride

Krsna had to carry Sridhama, Prahlambasura Balarama

Carried Balarama far away thinking he would kill Him

Like a mountain Balarama weighed, He began to crush him.

Prahlambasura took his form as a big, black demon

Balarama saw his form expanded to the limits

Like a cloud with lightning carrying the moon

Balarama wondered how he’s changed in every way

With His strong fist He did strike the demon on his head

Like a snake, like a snake, a snake with a smashed head

Krsna and the cowherd boys came

Well done, well done they did all exclaim

Krsna, Krsna the Reservoir of Pleasure

Balarama, Balarama is His elder Brother.









