
The Deliverance of Paundraka and the King of KasiPRIVATE 


adapted for puppet theater by Radha Damodar dasa

SCENE ONE The palace of Paundraka
Narrator: There have always been many fools and rascals who have considered themselves to be God. Even in the presence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, there was such a foolish person. His name was King Paundraka.

Paundraka: How do I look? Bring me a couple more garlands. Where is my Kaustabha jewel?

Servant: You are the reservoir of beauty, King Paundraka, the Lord of the Universe and the only shelter for all conditioned souls on this earth. We take shelter of your lotus feet. Please bless us!

Paundraka: Yes, yes, you are right, there! You are my best devotee, next to myself, of course. Spread my glories everywhere; I have been modest long enough! By my causeless mercy, I will force every state to worship me as the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

I will challenge all the fools who think themselves Supreme to fight me. I will first defeat the talkative Krsna in Dwaraka. He is young and inexperienced in battle - I need not waste my time with Him. A mild warning should be more than enough to send Him running for the hills!! Send me my messenger!

Servant: At once, my Lord!

(Servant exits and messenger enters and bows.)
Messenger: How may I serve you, my Lord?

Paundraka: Ah, my dear messenger, write down this message for the King of Dwaraka. (dictates) "I am the only Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva ..." (Lights fade out, music, set change)
SCENE TWO In the palace of Lord Krsna. Krsna is with his ministers.
Servant: Excuse me, Lord Krsna. There is a messenger here from the King of Karusa, Paundraka.

Krsna: Ha! What could he possibly want? Show him in. 

(messenger enters) Yes, you may read your message."

Messenger: (loudly) The King of Karusa declares: "I am the only Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva. There is no man who can compete with Me. I have descended as King Paundraka, taking companion on the distressed conditioned souls out of my unlimited, causeless mercy. You have falsely taken the position of Vasudeva without authority, but you should not continue this false idea. You must give up your position. O descendant of the Ad dynasty, please give up the symbols of Vasudeva, which you have falsely assumed. If, out of your gross impudence, you do not care for My words, then I challenge you to fight. I am inviting you to a battle in which the decision will be settled." That concludes the message of King Paundraka.I am ready to take down and deliver Your reply. 

(Lord Krsna and His ministers laugh long and heartily.)
Krsna: Now you please carry this message to your master: "You are a foolish rascal. I shall never give up the symbols of Vasudeva, especially My disk. I shall use this disk to kill not only King Paundraka but all his followers. They are a society of cheaters and cheated. When this action is taken, foolish King, you will have to hide your face in shame. And when you head is cut from your body by my disk, it will be surrounded by meat-eating birds like vultures, hawks and eagles. At that time, instead of becoming my shelter as you have demanded, you will be subjected to the mercy of these low-born birds. At that time, your body will be thrown to the dogs, who will eat it with great pleasure!!"

(Fade out, set change, lively music)
SCENE THREE The Battlefield
Narrator: Lord Krsna immediately started out on His chariot to punish the rascal Paundraka. Because he was staying with his friend, the King of Kasi, Lord Krsna's army surrounded the whole city of Kasi. 

Krsna: O kings and warriors! We have come for a good fight! Send forward the leader of your forces.

Narrator: King Paundraka came forward in a chariot with the flag of Garuda overhead. He was dressed in armor and had peacock feathers in his golden crown. He even had two extra arms, clearly fastened to his sides, in order to carry the symbols of disk, club, lotus and conchshell.
(Krsna laughs or a long time when He sees Paundraka imitating Him.There is a battle or battle sounds for a few moments, then:)
Krsna: Paundraka! You have requested Me to give up the symbols of Vasudeva, specifically my disk. Now I will give it up to you; but be careful! And you too, King of Kasi!
(puppet of Sudarsana Cakra or a dancer representing appears and kills Paundraka and the King of Kasi.)
You men throw the head of the King over the walls of the city and let us go home. Because Paundraka was always thinking of Me, he has attained a body like Mine in the Vaikuntha planets. (Music, set change)
SCENE FOUR The city of Kasi
Citizen: Everyone come see! The King has tossed the head of his enemy into the city for our pleasure! This head should be given to the Queen! (He offers head to Queen)
Queen: Oh no!!! This is the head of my dear husband, the King!!! O dear Lord, upon your death we have become like dead bodies!

Sudaksina: Don't worry, mother. I will become the enemy of Krsna and thus please my father by killing Krsna! I am young, but I will call upon a priest who knows the Black Arts. We will worship Lord Siva and ask his benediction.

SCENE FIVE A Fire Sacrifice Arena
Narrator: After long austerities, Lord Siva was pleased and wanted to benedict his devotee.

Priest: Om namo Sivaya, om namo Sivaya, om namo Sivaya!

(Lord Siva appears) Jai! Jai! All Glories to Lord Siva!

Sudaksina: My dear Lord, I pray for the benediction of being able to kill my enemy, the murderer of my father.

Lord Siva: There is a black, ritualistic ceremony mentioned in the tantras for such a purpose. When performed properly, the evil spirit Daksinagni will appear to carry out any order given to him. He will have to be employed, however, to kill someone who is not a qualified Brahmana. He will be accompanied by an army of ghostly companions.

Sudaksina: Thank you, my Lord. (Lord Siva leaves)
Priest: Om namo Sivaya, om namo Sivaya, om namo Sivaya!

Jai! Jai! All Glories to Lord Siva! (starts fire sacrifice, music)
Arise, Daksinagni, arise!!
Daksinagni: (panting, growling, gnashing teeth) What would you have me dooo, Master?

Sudaksina: Go east to Dwaraka and kill everyone in that city. Burn Dwaraka to the ground. Kill Krsna and bring me His head on your trident!

Daksinagni: Yesss. Master! It will be my pleasure!! 

(Daksinagni proceeds with earth- shaking stomps and roars:) Yu Yu Yaaaaaa Yugh Yugh Yaaaaaa! Ah Ah eee-eeeeeyah oooo-oooo eeeee- eeeyahh! Yugh Yugh YAAAAAA! 

(Music)
SCENE SIX The Palace of Lord Krsna
Servant: Lord Krsna! All the citizens are afraid for thei lives; a fiery demon, as big as the sky, is coming quickly toward us!!!

Daksinagni: (Daksinagni advances with earth- shaking stomps and roars:)
Yu Yu Yaaaaaa Yugh Yugh Yaaaaaa! Ah Ah eee-eeeeeyah oooo-oooo

eeeee- eeeyahh! Yugh Yugh YAAAAAA! 

Krsna: Do not worry, I shall give you all protection. There is no living entity that can defeat My disk, the Sudarsana Cakra. I will send it to freeze that demon!

Daksinagni: (shivering) I ... cannot ... go ... any further! I am defeated by this terrible weapon! But, I must kill someone! I'll kill those foolish priests and princes in the city of Kasi by burning them to ashes! Thus, I can rest peacefully for awhile. (music)
SCENE SEVEN The Palace of Sudaksina
Daksinagni: (Daksinagni returns with earth- shaking stomps and roars:) Yu Yu Yaaaaaa Yugh Yugh Yaaaaaa! Ah Ah eee-eeeeeyah oooo-oooo eeeee- eeeyahh! Yugh Yugh YAAAAAA! 

Sudaksina: Ah, dear Daksinagni, back so soon? Well, where's the head? Oh ... stop right there! Uh, where's the head? Don't come any closer! Getting a little hot in here! Can you turn down your fire a little? Turn down the fire! AAIIIEEE!  (Sudaksina dies)
Servant: (pointing) It's the disk of Vishnu! It is smashing the whole city to the ground! We are doomed!!!

Narrator: This narration of the devastation of Varanasi, the capital of Kasi, by Lord Krsna's disk weapon is transcendental and auspicious. Anyone who narrates or hears this story with faith and attention will be released from all reaction to sinful activities. (Exit Music)









