The Story of Sudama Vipra #2PRIVATE 

Narrator:  There was once a friend of Lord Krsna named Sudhama 



Vipra, who was a pure devotee and a perfect brahmana. Because of his advanced knowledge, he was very peaceful ad was not at all attached to material enjoyment. Although Sudhama Vipra was a householder, he was not busy working hard to become rich. He was satisfied with whatever came his way according to fate. Sudhama was poor and had no nice clothing. Neither could he provide nice clothing for his wife. Because of his poor condition, Sudhama and his wife weren't even eating enough and they both appeared to be very thin. Indeed, Sudhama's wife was even trembling due to her poor health.

Wife:
     Oh, what should I do? I am not worried about my own comfort and I certainly do not like to tell my husband what to do. But, we don't even have the bare necessities of life! I must do it - I will appeal to my husband 

(She approaches Sudhama Vipra on the other side of the stage.)



Sorry to bother you, Prabhu, but I have something that I must talk to you about.

Sudhama: 
That's all right, what is it?

Wife: 
My dear husband, I know that Lord Krsna, Who is the husband of the Goddess of Fortune, is your personal friend. You are also a devotee of Lord Krsna and He is always ready to help His devotees.

Sudhama:    Yes, Lord Krsna is my friend. We both went to school together at the ashram of Sandapani Muni but what help do we need?

Wife:       You are saintly and in full control of your senses, but being a householder with no money  just see our distress - neither of us has adequate food or clothing.

Sudhama:    Hmmmmmm.

Wife:     Lord Krsna is your only shelter. Go to Him; He will

 

fully understand your position. Certainly, He will give you enough riches so that we may live comfortably.

Sudhama:    But, asking Krsna for material wealth is foolish; Krsna can give us so much more than that. In the story of Druva Maharaj, when he saw the Lord he said,"I was searching for pieces of broken glass and You have given me the greatest jewel ..."

Wife: 
You are not asking for wealth, but for enough means to live. Krsna is so kind that He gives Himself to His devotees, so He will certainly not mind helping us.

Sudhama:  But Krsna is helping us for when people get gold they usually forget all about the real purpose of life - service to Krsna!

Wife: 
But, you are not like that; you won't forget Krsna! Please, go visit Krsna in Dvaraka.

Sudhama: 
Going to Dvaraka to see Lord Krsna may actually be a good idea. Even if I do not ask Him for anything, still I will see Him personally!

Wife: 
Please, my husband, go and see Krsna. Please?

Sudhama: 
Allright, I will go.

Wife: 
Thank you.

Sudhama: 
Do you have anything that we can offer to the Lord? I must have something; I cannot go there empty-handed!

Wife: 
I don't have a bit of food in the entire house. I'll go and see if I can get something from our neighbors.

(She leaves.)

Sudhama: 
Going to Dvaraka to see Lord Krsna is a wonderful idea. Any chance to see Krsna is a good idea. Even if I do not ask Him for anything, I will be able to behold His lustrous beauty and hear His sweet voice as we recall the happy times of our childhood together!

Wife: (entering) Chipped rice! The neighbors gave us some chipped rice! 

Sudhama: 
Chipped rice is not a very good offering but what can we do?

Wife: 
Krsna will understand that it is the only offering that we could find.

Sudhama: 
I'm going now. Krsna will watch over us both, wherever we are.

Narrator:   Without waiting any longer, the brahmana took his gift and began to proceed towards Dvaraka. As he traveled, he was absorbed in thoughts of seeing Krsna again. Indeed, he had no thoughts within his heart other than of Krsna. Of course, it was not easy to enter Lord Krsna's palace but because Sudhama was a brahmana, he was allowed to enter.



  He passed through three protective military camps with their many gates and then he saw the 16, 108 palaces that were the living quarters of the queens of Lord Krsna. Feeling that he was swimming in an ocean of transcendental pleasure, Sudhama entered one gorgeously decorated palace and felt himself diving and surfacing in that ocean.

(Krsna is lying on a bed and Rukmini is fanning Krsna.)

Krsna: (jumps up) Sudhama! (Krsna emraces Sudhama) how nice of you to come to visit Me!

Sudhama:
 Jai Sri Krsna!

Krsna: 
Sudhama, kindly sit here and accept these fruits as an offering. 

(Sudhama sits on the bed and accepts the fruit. Krsna washes the feet of Sudhama as Rukmini fans him.)


Because you are a brahmana, you are my honored guest. It is my great that you have come here to visit Me. Now, let us talk. Please tell Me what you have been doing since We lived together at the ashram of Sandipani Muni, our Spiritual Master.

Sudhama: 
After finishing my schooling, I returned to my village  and then I married. We do some puja daily, study Vedic literatures and attend the festivals at the temple and hear from visiting sages about Your glories and pastimes. 

Krsna: 
Sudhama, do you remember that time while We were students that We went to collect firewood on the order of the Guru's wife. We entered deep into the forest - do you remember?

(They act out the scene or watch as younger actors act out the scene before Them.)

Sudhama: 
Krsna, there's some wood, let's get it!

Krsna: 
And there is some more!

Sudhama: 
Which way did we come from!?

Krsna: 
I think that way!

Sudhama: 
I think that way!

Krsna:
I think we are lost!

Sudhama: 
We are!

(darkening sky, thunder)

Krsna: 
Just see!! It's starting to rain!!

Sudhama: 
And we have no shelter!!

Krsna: 
It's late, too!

Sudhama: 
Let's quickly try to find our way back 

Krsna: 
Let's go this way!

Sudhama: 
No, let's go that way!

Krsna: 
As sunset came, we realized that we were lost in the dense forest. It then began to rain so hard that the ground became over-flooded with water. In great distress, we took each other’s hand and tried to find our way back. We passed the entire night in this way. Early the next morning, when our absence became known to our Gurudev, he and his other disciples searched for us 

Sandipani:  Krsna! Sudhama! Krsna! Sudhama! Krsna! Sudhama! Krsna!

Krsna: 
Listen, I hear Gurudev calling us!!

(They run to meet Sandipani Muni.)

Sudhama: 
Gurudeva, you've found us!!

(Sandipani Muni happily wraps Them in blankets.)

Sandipani:  My dear Boys, people are generally interested in their well-being but You Two, without considering Your own comforts, have undergone so much trouble just to satisfy me, Your Spiritual Master. Therefore, I  am pleased and I will bless both of You  I declare that whatever You have learned, You will never forget  and thus You will never be disappointed in this life or the next. Let's go back now 

(They all exit)

Krsna:     Do you remember that, Sudhama? Both of us can now

 

realize that without the blessings of the Spiritual Master, one cannot be happy. And with the blessings of the Guru one can achieve peace and prosperity and fulfill one's mission in life.

Sudhama: 
Krsna, You are the Supreme Lord, yet You played as if You were the student in order to instruct people for all time about the necessity of accepting a Spiritual Master. I was so fortunate to have lived with You at the house of Our Spiritual Master.

Krsna: 
Sudhama  What have you brought me? Have you brought Me any presents?

Sudhama: 
Wellllll, Krsna, I …
Krsna: 
Has your wife cooked something for Me? You must have brought Me some nice edibles from your home! Where is it!?

Sudhama:
How can I offer this chipped rice to Krsna? It is not a



very opulent offering and He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead!

Krsna: (snatching at the small bundle) AHA!! There it is!! What is it!? (opens it) Oh, you have brought Me some nice, palatable chipped rice!! (Krsna tastes it) MMMMMMMMMmmmmm!! It's so good that I will have some more!

Rukmini:    (Catching Krsna's hand) My Lord, there is no need to eat any more of this for because You are satisfied with the love this offering was made with, the entire creation is also satisfied! Besides, it is now getting late!

Krsna: 
Yes, you are right. Sudhama has come a long way to visit Me. (to Sudhama) You will stay the night, of course? (Sudhama gestures) Good! We have many more happy memories to discuss! Come, I'll show you to your rooms.

(Krsna and Sudhama leave.)
Rukmini:   That one morsel of chipped rice that Krsna ate was

 

enough to cause he who offered it to become very opulent in this life and to continue his opulence in his next life as well!

Narrator:  Sudhama Vipra passed that night in the palace of Lord

 

Krsna and he felt that he was living in the Vaikuntha planets of the Spiritual World. The next morning, Sudhama started for home. Although Sudhama did not receive any opulence from Krsna while he was at the palace of Lord Krsna, still, he did not ask anything from the Lord.

Sudhama: 
Even though Krsna is the Supreme Lord, He was so affectionate that Hew embraced me, a poor brahmana. He was so kind to me that He allowed me to sit on His bedstead and considered me to be His real brother!! When I tired, Srimati Rukmini devi fanned me, holding the camara whisk in her own hand. Krsna fed me and even massaged my legs out of respect for the brahminical order of life. Still, the Lord did not even give me a few small coins. He knew very well that I am meant to be poverty stricken and that if I received some money, I might become proud or mad after material opulence. The Lord is so kind . Oh, my journey has passed so quickly, I am already near my cottage. (Sudhama looks about) But wait, everything has wonderfully changed!! In place of my cottage are big palaces made of valuable stones and jewels! There are many parks and lakes of lotus flowers where none stood before  Does this palace belong to me??

Wife: (enters) My husband, my husband! (bows down and cries) It is all yours! I didn't realize that you were so dear to Lord Krsna!

Sudhama: 
From the very beginning of my life, I have been extremely poor, so what could be the cause of this? It must be the glance of my all-merciful Friend, Lord Sri Krsna, the chief of the Yadu dynasty. My only desire is to never forget Krsna and to associate with His pure devotees  I will use all of this opulence in Krsna's service  I will build a grand temple  I will cook the finest preparations for Krsna  I will present Him with beautiful ornaments  I will dress the Deity in gold and silver jari  I will ... 

Narrator:   So, the brahmana accepted his wealth in the spirit of renunciation and used it all in the service of Krsna. He remained in trance, constantly thinking of Krsna and thus his heart was completely cleansed. Anyone who hears this history of Sudhama Vipra and Lord Krsna will know how affectionate the Lord is to brahmana devotees. Such hearers will gradually become as qualified as Sudhama Vipra and thus be transferred back to home, back to Godhead.(kirtan)








