The Glories Of Maharaja AmbarishPRIVATE 

(And Durvasa Muni's Life Spared)
from Srimad-Bhagavatam, Ninth Canto, Chapter 4 & 5


*    *    *    *    *

CAST:
Narrator, Maharaja Ambarish, Servant, 2 Brahmanas, Durvasa Muni, Lord 

Brahma, Lord Shiva, Lord Vishnu.

Narrator:
According to the Srimad-Bhagavatam, many thousands of years ago there lived a very exalted and meritorious king named Maharaja Ambarish.  He was a most powerful and celebrated devotee of the Supreme Lord Krishna, and although he was emperor of the entire world and possessed unlimited opulence and prosperity, Maharaja Ambarish did not care for it at all. He knew that attachment to such material opulence, which is temporary and illusory, is a cause of downfall in this material life. Therefore, he constantly engaged his senses, mind and everything he possessed in the service of the lord.




In order to worship the Lord, for one year Maharaja Ambarish and his queen observed the vow of Ekadashi, fasting completely on that day. In the month of Kartika, after observing that vow for one year, after fasting for three nights, and after bathing in the river Yamuna, Maharaja Ambarish performed the bathing ceremony for the Deity of Lord Krishna with all paraphernalia. Then he dressed the Deity with fine clothing, ornaments, fragrant flower garlands and other paraphernalia for worship of the Lord. With great attention and devotion, Ambarish Maharaja first worshiped Lord Krishna, and then he satisfied all the brahmanas and guests who came to his palace. After giving away in charity 600 million well-decorated cows, the king sumptuously fed all the brahmanas. At that time, the astrologically auspicious moment for breaking his own fast drew near.


SCENE ONE


The palace of Ambarish Maharaja

(The King is worshipping the Deity)

Brahmana 1:
Maharaja Ambarish is such a perfect ruler of the people. Is it not a great wonder to see how devoted he is to the service of the Lord?

Brahmana 2:
Indeed! His mind is always absorbed in meditating on the lotus feet of Krishna, and the words he speaks are always relating the glories of the Lord!

Brahmana 1:
Yes! He uses his hands to cleanse the Lord's temple, and his ears are constantly hearing about the Lord. And His eyes  they are always seeing the beautiful Deity of Krishna!

Brahmana 2:
His sense of touch is engaged in touching the bodies of the Lord's devotees, his nose in smelling the fragrance of Tulasi offered to the Lord, and his tongue in tasting maha-prasada. His legs... Hmmm...

Brahmana 1:
His legs are always walking to the holy places and the temples of the Lord, and his head is always bowing down before the Lord!

Brahmana 2:
Yes! And all the desires of Ambarish Maharaja are for serving the Lord's desires, twenty-four hours a day! He is a pure devotee of the Lord, and his only attachment is to pleasing the Lord and His devotees.

Brahmana 1:
Surely we are the most fortunate men to be able to assist such a great Vaishnava in his service to Krishna! Come, the time of the breaking of his fast draws near... let us see if all preparations are ready. (they exit. Meanwhile, Durvasa Muni, who has been overhearing the conversation and becoming increasingly envious, comes to the front of the stage and begins to speak)

Durvasa:

Maharaja Ambarish... Pah! Who does he think he is? He is just a puffed-up king, entangled in household affairs. Of course, he puts on a nice show before those who should be respected. And who should actually be honored, indeed worshipped? Me, of course, Durvasa Muni!!! I am the most powerful yogi in the world  a perfect, self-realized brahmana  and Ambarish, he is just a proud householder! Anyway, I'll teach him a lesson... yes... I'll smash him! And then they'll all bow down to me! (exits cackling. The brahmanas enter again as Ambarish Maharaja is just finishing his ceremonies)

Brahmana 1:
Maharaja, you have perfectly worshiped the Supreme Lord, and all the brahmanas have been satisfied. It only remains for you to break your fast. At this very moment, all the stars are correctly positioned for this, but there is less than one hour before the auspicious time passes, so we advise you to break your fast immediately.

Ambarish:
Indeed? I shall do so; but first I would just like to thank you for your kindness. O best of the twice born brahmanas, I am deeply indebted to you for assisting me so nicely on this occasion, as you have done on so many others.

Brahmana 2:
Maharaja, it is a privilege and our great fortune that you have allowed us to do so.

Ambarish:
You are kind, but in truth I am most fallen... a wretched householder absorbed in politics, diplomacy and other materialistic affairs. Without the merciful guidance of pure-hearted brahmanas like yourselves, who are all my spiritual masters, I surely would never have been blessed with such nectarean opportunities to serve Lord Krishna.

Brahmana 1:
O Maharaja Ambarish, you are the most exalted of all devotees, and your freedom from pride only further proves your transcendental position. Only out of duty you act as a king of this world, but you are not in any way bound by material designations such as householder and statesman because you are completely fixed in your devotional service to the lord.

Ambarish:
Come, let me honor the prasada of the Lord, and break the Ekadashi fast before the auspicious time has passed.

Servant:
(entering suddenly) My Lord, I am sorry to disturb you! The great mystic yogi, Durvasa Muni, has just arrived at the palace!

Ambarish:
What? Show him in immediately... such an elevated personality as Durvasa Muni must be properly honored.

Durvasa:

Ah! Ambarish Maharaja!

Ambarish:
Durvasa Muni! We are indeed honored by your presence!

Durvasa:

Yes! It is the duty of the brahmanas to travel and enlighten the entangled householders; therefore, I decided to pay you a visit.

Ambarish:
It is our good fortune! Please sit down and allow us to serve you! O great sage, would you kindly take some eatables?

Durvasa:

I had intended to take lunch here...

Ambarish:
Wonderful! (to servant) Bring the best feast you have ever prepared; nothing is too good for such a holy brahmana.

Durvasa:

Wait! It is time for my noon prayers. First, I will take bath in the Yamuna river; then I will take lunch.

Ambarish:
Oh yes, of course! We will have everything ready for you on your return. (Durvasa Muni gets up and exits)

Brahmana 1:
This is completely unexpected! Why has Durvasa Muni suddenly appeared?

Ambarish:
Never mind, he is a great brahmana and a powerful yogi. As king I must show him proper respects.

Brahmana 2:
But this creates a dilemma for you, Maharaja. As you know, it is against religious principles to break a fast before your guest has eaten.

Ambarish:
Yes, of course, I shall simply wait until he returns and take prasada with him.

Brahmana 1:
But the auspicious time has almost passed. If you do not break your Ekadashi fast very soon, then there will be a flaw in the observance of the regulative principles.

Ambarish:
Hmmm, yes. If I break my fast now it will be an offense against Durvasa Muni... but if I do not break fast now, then I will be transgressing the religious principles. A dilemma, indeed...

Brahmana 2:
Time is running out!

Ambarish:
Krishna's mercy! I have an idea. My dear brahmanas  if one drinks water, isn't that considered to break the fast and also to not break the fast?

Brahmana 1:
Why, yes! If you drink a little water, Maharaja, it will be sufficient to break the Ekadashi fast, and at the same time will not break the rules of etiquette in regard to receiving a brahmana.
Brahmana 2:
It is a perfect solution. Come, Maharaja, take some water without delay, for the time is auspicious. (Maharaja Ambarish takes some water; a few moments later Durvasa Muni enters)

Ambarish:
Oh, my dear sage, you have bathed so soon! Please sit down! Everything is ready. I will just have the prasada brought...

Durvasa:

Ambarish, do you take me for a fool?

Ambarish:
Oh... I am sorry, have I offended you in any way?

Durvasa:

Do you not know that I have mystic powers? I know what goes on in distant places, and even in peoples' minds.

Ambarish:
I do not understand...

Durvasa:

Alas! Just see the behavior of this cruel man! He is not a devotee of Lord Vishnu! He is a puffed-up rascal, and being too proud of his material opulence and aristocratic position, he considers himself God! Look how he has broken the religious principles! Ambarish Maharaja, you invited me here as a guest, but instead of feeding me, you yourself have eaten first! You fool, you have offended me... Now I shall teach you a lesson you will never forget! Raaaargh! (Durvasa Muni in a fit of anger pulls out a bunch of hair from his head and throws it to the ground. By his mystic power a huge fiery demon is created, who comes towards Ambarish Maharaja to kill him. But Maharaja Ambarish does not even move slightly. At that moment, the Lord's divine weapon, the Sudarshana Chakra appears and burns the demon to ashes, then comes towards Durvasa Muni. Durvasa Muni exits in great haste)
Narrator:
The fiery demon created by Durvasa Muni was burnt to ashes by the Sudarshana Chakra, the personal weapon of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and thus Maharaja Ambarish, being a surrendered servant of the Lord, was saved. This Sudarshana disc, which is the most powerful of all weapons, is employed by the Lord to kill sinful and dangerous demons who threaten the Lord's devotees, and even Durvasa Muni could only flee in fear from that disc. Flying at the speed of mind, Durvasa Muni travelled all over the planet, trying to escape the burning heat of the Sudarshana Chakra. Through forests and mountains, and even into the depths of the ocean he fled, but wherever he went, he was immediately followed by the unbearable fire of that divine weapon. Then, by his mystic power, Durvasa Muni left the earth's atmosphere and flew into outer space, seeking shelter on the higher planets. But even the demigods on the heavenly planets were unable to afford any shelter to that fearful brahmana. Finally, in great anxiety, Durvasa Muni approached the topmost planet in the universe  Satya-loka, where the chief of all the demigods, Lord Brahma, resides.


SCENE TWO


The planet of Lord Brahma

(Durvasa Muni rushes in and kneels at Brahma's feet)

Durvasa:
O my Lord, O Lord Brahma... please, you must help me, otherwise my life is finished!!!

Brahma:
(after a short silence) When the time comes for the material world to end, the entire universe, along with all the living entities, including myself, is vanquished by a flick of Lord Vishnu's eyebrows. We are not independent. As demigods, we simply follow the orders of the Supreme Lord. And even I, Lord Brahma, though I am the engineer of the whole creation, bow down my head to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, without whose grace I am able to do nothing.

Durvasa:
You mean... you cannot help me?

Brahma:
No... even if I wanted to, I could not help you.

Durvasa:
Then I am doomed! But wait  I will go to Kailash, the abode of Lord Shiva, who is even more powerful than Lord Brahma. Surely, he will give me shelter... ah! I feel the heat... I must run!!!


SCENE THREE


Kailash, the abode of Lord Shiva

(Durvasa Muni runs in and falls at Lord Shiva's feet)

Durvasa:
Lord Shiva!... O Mahadeva!... O Bhuta-natha!... O Greatest of demigods!... O Lord of Darkness!

Shiva:

Durvasa Muni, do you want something from me?

Durvasa:
My Lord, I am being pursued by the blazing disc of Lord Vishnu  please... please save me!!!

Shiva:

Past, present, and future are known to me, yet I am still bound by the illusory energy of the Supreme Lord Vishnu. I may be deluded with the misconception of my own greatness, but after all, what is this universe, over which I have some small influence? It is but one tiny universe, like a mustard seed amongst millions of others, wherein so many countless Shivas and Brahmas reside. My dear son, if you want relief, you should simply approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Go to Him, for He will certainly be kind enough to bestow all good fortune upon you.

Durvasa:
Approach Lord Vishnu?

Shiva:

Yes!

Durvasa:
(begins to feel the heat of Sudarshana coming) Oh! All right! I shall go at once!


SCENE FOUR


The spiritual world

Narrator:

Unable to find shelter even on Lord Shiva's planet, Durvasa Muni penetrated the eight-fold layers of the universe and entered the spiritual planet known as Vaikuntha, where the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Narayana, resides with his eternal consort, the Goddess of fortune. (Durvasa Muni enters, falls prostrate before Lord Narayana)

Durvasa:

O infallible Lord, protector of the entire universe! I am a great offender, but please, please be merciful to me! O my Lord, You are the Supreme Controller, but out of ignorance I have offended Your most dear devotee. Kindly save me from the reaction of this offense.

Narayana:
Although I am considered to be the Supreme Personality of Godhead, actually I am not at all independent!

Durvasa:

What?!

Narayana:
I am completely under the control of My devotees, due to being obliged by their pure love for Me!

Durvasa:

But how is that possible?

Narayana:
Because My pure devotees have given up everything simply to serve Me  their homes, wives, husbands, children, riches, and even their bodily comfort  how can I give up such devotees at any time? Indeed, just as a chaste woman brings her gentle husband under her control by service, My pure devotees, who are equal to everyone and completely attached to Me, bring Me under their full control. The pure devotee is always within the core of My heart, and I am always in the heart of My pure devotees. They know nothing else but Me, and I know nothing else but them. What to speak of My pure devotees, even those who are devotees of My pure devotees are very, very dear to Me. O brahmana, please hear My advice. Austerity and learning are certainly auspicious, but when acquired by one who is not gentle, they are most dangerous. Out of envy, you have offended Maharaja Ambarish, and thus your mind has become your greatest enemy. Therefore you should go to him without a moment's delay. I wish you all good fortune. If you can satisfy Maharaja Ambarish, then there will be peace for you. (Durvasa Muni exits, followed by the Chakra)


SCENE FIVE


The palace of Ambarish Maharaja

(Durvasa Muni enters and falls at the feet of Ambarish Maharaja)

Durvasa:

My dear Maharaja Ambarish, please forgive my offenses! I am so fallen.. please help me! Please save me... I have been fleeing the most fearsome Sudarshana Chakra for an entire year!

Ambarish:
O Sudarshana Chakra, you are fire, you are sun and you are moon; you are water, earth and sky, and you are the air; you are the maintainer of the entire universe and you are Sudarshana, the original vision of the Lord. Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto you. Please be merciful to Durvasa Muni, and if I have accumulated any pious activities, or if the Supreme Lord is pleased with me in any way, I wish that this brahmana be freed from the pain of being burned! (Sudarshana Chakra turns away and leaves Durvasa Muni)

Durvasa:

O Maharaja Ambarish, you have saved my life! You are so merciful, for in spite of my horrible offenses, you have prayed for my good fortune, and therefore I am indebted to you.

Ambarish:
My dear brahmana, I deserve no credit for deliverance  everything has happened by the mercy of the Lord. Come now, please sit down and I will bring you sumptuous prasadam. (Ambarish Maharaja sits Durvasa Muni down on his own throne and then exits to get prasadam)

Durvasa:

Today, I have experienced the greatness of the devotees of the Lord's devotee!

Brahmana 1:
Yes, there is nothing in the three worlds which is superior to the association of a pure 






devotee, who is free from all vice. Maharaja Ambarish is certainly one such jewel






amongst pure devotees!

Brahmana 2:
Yes, indeed. Maharaja Ambarish is endowed with such good qualities of purity and humility... why, he has even fasted from grains for one whole year, since you were here, considering himself to have committed an offense! (Maharaja Ambarish enters with prasada)

Ambarish:
Here is the prasada. I hope it is to your satisfaction!

Durvasa:

I am satisfied... by your grace, I am fully satisfied! (takes plate and rises, inviting Ambarish Maharaja to sit down instead)

Ambarish:
But...

Durvasa:

Come now, I have made you fast too long already. Sit down and take prasada! I insist! Maharaja Ambarish, I thought you were an ordinary human being, and out of foolish arrogance I tried to punish you. I have certainly learned my lesson, and now I understand that you are the most exalted devotee of the Lord. Simply by seeing you, touching your lotus feet and talking with you, I have become greatly pleased... and obliged to you. Surely your glories and spotless character will be praised throughout the entire three worlds forevermore. Indeed, I myself will begin to do so at once. By taking your leave, Maharaja, I will now go and travel throughout the universe to preach the glories of the Lord's pure devotees.

Narrator:

Thus, Durvasa Muni left the palace and, traveling through the skyways, he continuously glorified Maharaja Ambarish. Thereafter, being endowed with all transcendental qualities, Ambarish Maharaja perfectly executed his devotional service to the Lord. After some time, to set an ideal example, he gave up his kingdom and opulence and went to the forest to concentrate his mind fully on the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krishna.






The Srimad-Bhagavatam gives the following benediction: Anyone who hears this narration will be liberated in this very lifetime, but one who describes or even thinks about the glorious activities of Maharaja Ambarish certainly becomes a pure devotee of the Lord.


The End









