Ambarisa Maharaja 3 Puppet ShowPRIVATE 


adapted for puppet theater by Radha Damodar dasa

Scene One - the Palace of Ambarisa Maharaj

(set up scene and have pupets act out long intro song)
Song:
Maharaja Ambarisa was a very great king because he was a pure devotee

He used all of his senses in the service of the Lord 'cause he was a pure devotee

With his legs he danced in the temple room, with his arms he pushed on the temple broom

And with his voice he sang the morning tune...he was in bliss when he sang like this:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

Maharaja Ambarisa was a very great king 'cause he was a pure devotee

He used all of his senses in the service of the Lord 'cause he was a pure devotee

With his eyes he looked upon the Deity, with his ears he heard the chanting of Hari

And with his head he paid obeisances, he never was sad 'cause he always had:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

Maharaja Ambarisa was a very great king 'cause he was a pure devotee

He used all of his senses in the service of the Lord 'cause he was a pure devotee

With his mouth he ate a lot of prasadam, he lived with devotees for association

He made so much advancement by controlling his tongue

He had great fame 'cause he chanted the name of:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

Ambarisa Maharaj: Ahhhhhh, at last! I have performed Ekadasi and Dwadasi properly for one year. Now, after fasting for 3 days, worshipping the Deities and giving charity, I can at last break my fast with a nice feast! I am SOOO hungry!

(sound: KNOCK  KNOCK KNOCK)
Oh, what a pleasant surprise! Your Holiness Durvasa Muni, please come in! Please accept my respectful obeisances.You are the greatest of the ancient sages and your mystic powers are practically unlimited! Please sit here on my throne! In a few minutes, I will serve you a nice feast!

Durvasa Muni: Thank you, Your Majesty, but first I must bathe in the Yamuna River, chant my gayatri and meditate.

Ambarisa Maharaj: Yes, certainly, when you return I will have a very nice feast ready for you.

(Curtain. Music)

Ambarisa Maharaj: (fretfully) His Holiness has certainly been gone now a very long time! Because he is meditating, he does not notice the time but, if I do not break my fast in a few minutes, then my vow will be spoiled. You learned Brahmanas please tell me what to do.

Brahmana 1: If you eat before your guest, then you will break the Vedic code of proper behavior.

Brahmana 2: But if you don't eat you will break the Vedic Rules about fasting.

Brahmana 1: Durvasa Muni is the most powerful mystic yogi! He is well known for his character! It is said that he is very easily pleased and very easily angered!

Brahmana 2: Your majesty, it is best that you drink a little water now. The Vedas state that drinking water may be accepted as eating or not eating.

Brahmana 1: My Lord, that is a very good idea.

Ambarisa Maharaj: Alright, I will do as you advise.

(Ambarisa Maharaj drinks water as Durvasa Muni suddenly appears)

Durvasa Muni: (very angrily) Just see the behavior of this cruel man! He is not a devotee of Lord Vishnu! Being proud of his material opulence and his position, he considers himself God! Just see how he has broken the laws of religion! You have invited Me to eat as your guest, but instead of feeding me, you yourself have eaten first! Because of your misbehavior, I shall show you something to punish you!

(evokes a powerful curse)
Come all you beings that in the darkness dwell, 

Come all you fiends that abound in hell!

From my hair you may grow 

A fiery form assuming now!

Let this king feel my wrath,

Let this king die a cursed death!!

(Special Effects: flash, smoke or strobe)

Fiery Demon: (roars) EEEYAAA! What would you have me do, master!

Durvasa Muni: Kill this horrible offender of Brahminical culture right now!

Fiery Demon: (laughing, roaring) Yes, Master! It will be my pleasure!

(roaring, he menaces Ambarisa Maharaj who stands still,with his hands folded in prayer)
Just see! He's scared stiff! Do you have any last words? Aren't you going to try to defend yourself? Don't you have any puny armies to defend you? What kind of a king are you, anyway?

(the Sudarsana Chakra appears.It should be very bright and fierce looking. As a puppet, it could be controlled by a clear, glass rod)

Brahmana 1: Look, it's the Sudarsana Cakra weapon of Lord Vishnu!

Brahmana 2: It has come to protect the pure devotee of Lord Vishnu!

Fiery Demon: Aarrrrrggghh! Hey, get out of here, you!! Getting a little hot in here, isn't it? AAAAIIIEE!!! Now I am destroyed!!!

(the Demon is burned up)

Durvasa Muni: I am the great mystic yogi Durvasa Muni! This disc will never touch me because I can run everywhere in the three worlds!

(they race comically back and forth across the stage several times)
Scene Two - the Heavenly Planets
Durvasa Muni: Pant, pant, pant - whew!!  I've been everywhere in heaven and on earth and still the Sudarsana Chakra is coming for me!! I will appeal to the great Lord Brahma to intervene on my behalf! (calling) Oh, my Lord! Lord Brahma! (Brahma enters) O chief of the demigods, creator of the three worlds, kindly protect me from the blazing chakra sent by Lord Vishnu!!

Brahma: O Durvasa Muni, I cannot protect you because I am the servant of Lord Vishnu and must always help Lord Vishnu in whatever he does.

Durvasa Muni: I should have known! I'll go to Lord Siva! (calling) Lord Siva! Lord Siva! Please give me protection! Just see! The disc of Lord Vishnu is chasing me!

Siva: My dear son,I, Lord Brahma and the other demigods cannot show any power greater than that of Lord Vishnu. From Him the universes are created and destroyed by His desire. We act as His instruments. You should simply go to see Lord Vishnu. He is known to be kind to all.

Durvasa Muni: Yes, I will go to Vaikuntha! I am disappointed, but to save my skin I will even go and beg from Lord Vishnu!

(runs, Sudarsana Cakra chases him)
Pan, pant, - whew, I've come a long way (loudly, exhausted) O infallible, unlimited Lord, protector of the entire universe! You are the only desirable objective for all devotees! I have offended a king, my Lord. Please, give me protection!!!

Lord Vishnu: Oh Durvasa, I am completely under the control of my devotees. Indeed, I am not at all independent. Because my devotees are completely devoid of material desires, I sit only within the cores of their hearts. What to speak of My devotee, even those who are devotees of My devotees are very dear to Me. I protect the pure devotee at all times.

Durvasa Muni: (laments) Does that mean that You can't save my life either?!!!

Lord Vishnu: Oh Brahmana, let Me now advise you for your own protection. Please hear from Me. By offending Ambarisa Maharaj, you have acted with envy! The King has no envy, nor any material disqualifications. He is full of devotion for Me and is the well-wisher of all the world. Therefore, you should go to him immediately, without delay and admit your offense. If one tries to harm a devotee, then the offender will ultimately fall down from his high position. I wish all good fortune to you. If you can satisfy Maharaj Ambarisa, then there will be peace for you. 

Durvasa Muni: Alright, alright I'll say I'm sorry! I am sorry, too. I understand now the glories of a Vaisnava. I was foolish to think that he was just a member of the royal order and I wanted to make a show of my Brahminical power. But his powers of gentleness, austerity and learning have defeated my mystic powers. I will pray to Maharaj Ambarisa that I may one day become Your devotee like him.

Scene Three - Maharaj Ambarisa's Palace
(Durvasa Muni runs in, still menaced by the Sudarsana Cakra)
Durvasa Muni: O my real friend and Master, Maharaj Ambarisa, I am surrendered unto you! I was wrong to criticize you and attempt to retaliate against you! Please bless me and save me from this fiery weapon of Lord Vishnu and give me the chance to become like you!!

Ambarisa Maharaj: (prays) O Sudarsana Cakra, you are the favorite of Lord Vishnu, you are the transcendental glance of the Lord and the destroyer of all weapons. I offer my respectful obeisances unto you. Kindly give shelter and be auspicious to this Brahmana. If our family has given charity to proper persons, if we have made sacrifices and done our duty and if the Lord is pleased with us, we pray that, in exchange, this Brahmana, Durvasa Muni, be freed from the pain of being burned.

(the Chakra retreats)

Durvasa Muni: O my dear King, today I have experienced the greatness of devotees of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, for although I offended you, thinking you an ordinary man, still you have prayed for my good fortune. I know now that for one who serves Lord Vishnu, nothing is impossible to do, and nothing is impossible to give up. You have saved me and given me another chance at self-realization, therefore I am obliged to you. Kindly order me, what can I do for you??

Ambarisa Maharaj: My dear sage, I did not take any offense. I thought I had offended you and therefore I have been standing here for one year without taking any meals. I have sustained my life with water and constantly prayed that you would come back and accept lunch at my home. Please accept my obeisances and my invitation!

Durvasa Muni: My dear friend, I will eat with you. Now, please take your lunch!

Narrator: The Srimad Bhagawatam states that anyone who hears about the wonderful activities of Maharaj Ambarisa, the great devotee, certainly becomes liberated or becomes a pure devotee without delay.

Song, Bows, Curtain:
Maharaja Ambarisa was a very great king 'cause he was a pure devotee

He used all of his senses in the service of the Lord 'cause he was a pure devotee

With his nose he smelled the Lords' incense, he always chanted without offense

He performed austerities and penance, he couldn't be tricked 'cause he had his mind fixed on:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare 

Maharaja Ambarisa was a very happy man 'cause he was a pure devotee

If you want to be like him I'm sure that you can, you can be a pure devotee

You can be like him and it won't take long, just clap your hands and sing along

I'm sure that you'll like it and it won't take long, so come on everybody and sing this song:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare.

(Exit music)






