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A M B A R IS H A
In these pages we bring to you, tw o  famous stories from the 

Bhagavata Purana. Ambarisha and Rantideva were outstanding kings 

who served their people w ith  zeal and devotion. While the story of 

Ambarisha is touched with a mild sense of humour, that of Rantideva 

illustrates the highest degree of sacrifice.
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AMBARISHA
^  EARTHLY 
ENJOYMENTS ARE 
NEVER LASTING. 
EVERYTHING CHANGES 

IN THIS WORLD.

•&IYIBARI5HA WAS A KING, KIND AND NOBLE. ALTHOUGH HE RULED 
THE WHOLE EARTH AND HAD TREMENDOUS WEALTH, HE D /D  
NOT CARE FO R  THEM.

IF  EVER THE LORD HAD A DEt/OTEE, IT  
WAS HIM . AT ALL TI
WAS FIXED ON THE LOTUS FEET 
OF VISHNU.

HE SPOKE OF NOTHING BUT THE 
GLORIES OF NARAyA

GLORIOUS 
ARE THE U/AVS 
OF THE LORD 

l NARAYANA I
LORD, I  PRAY FOR 
CONSTANT DEVOTION 
TO YOUR FEET!



THE LORD’S  TEMPLE
MUST ALWAYS BE 

CLEAN AND
PLEA5ING. J

W/7/Y ///5  HANDS 
HE CLEANED 
SRI NARAYANA’S  
TEMPLE.

H I5 ERRS HEARD ONLY THE 
OF S R ! HART

EVERy-
W  WHERE, EYES
i r  BEHOLD HIS 
GLORY ! HOW BEAUTI
FUL IS HIS EARTH, HOW 
INNOCENT IT’S 
CREATURES I

H E Y /S /T E D  THE PLACES DERR TO HART 
AND H/SHEAD WAS EL/ER BOWED 
RTJH/S LOTUS FEET._____________

HE ATE ONLY THE 
FOOD THAT HAD 
BEEN OFFERED 
TO THE 
LORD.

__ .



RLLHLS RCTIOR5 WERE PERFORMED 
R5 f t  5ERI//CE TO / .

/viv narayaina is
TIRED. LET ME 
WASH HIS FEET 
AND MAKE HIM 

, COMFORTABLE.

~4y

y J r

#4i\>

5E E IN 6 THE UTTER DEDICATION 
OF RM BRR/5HR-

AMBARISHA, 
YOUR DEVOTION 
PLEASES ME 
IMMENSELY. 

.HERE IS MY 
CHAKRA.

I  GIVE IT TO YOU 
FOR YOUR 
PROTECTION.

ONCE, KING RM&RR/SRP QUEER UNDER
TOOK R S P E C /R L PEST CELLED TEE
DURDRSHL l/RRTR.

VENERABLE 
BRAHMINS, WE 

WISH TO 
UNDERTAKE 

THE FAST.

g m W P 1̂ O KING, 
w ryou  IA/iLL HAVE TO 
r  PRACTISE SPECIAL - 
DISCIPLINES FOR A YEAR



WHEN THE TIME WHS ALMOST UP, 
HE FASTED FOR THREE DA Y3.

ON TH I5 OCCASION
BATHED IN  THE YAMUNA 
AND OFFERED PRAYERS TO THE 
LORD A T  MATHURA.O KING. TOMORROW IS THEl 

TWEQ/TH DAY OF THE MOON. 
IT 15 THE MOST AUSPICIOUS! 
DAY FOR YOU TO BREAK A 
YOUR FAST. M

HE GIFTED AWAY H /S  CATTLE AND WEALTH TO THE POOR 
AND THE NEEDY. ___________

HERE,GOOD SIR. 
HERE ARE JEN-COWS 
FOR yOU. AND^O/YIE 

^  Clo th e s  a n d  m o n e y :

MAY THE LORD 
* YOU LONS LIFE 
jL  O  KING I

O REVERED '
BRAHMIN. BE PLEASED 

TO ACCEPT THE5E 
GIFTS FROM YOUR > 

SERVANT. /

GOD BLESS YOU 
KING AMBARISHA!



THEN HE FED  
ALL THOSE 
WHO HRD  
GATHERED 
THERE.

RESPECTED SIRS, 
DO I  HAVE YOUR 
PERMISSION TO 
\ BREAK my FAST . 

NOIA/ ?  ^

RIGHT AT THAT MOMEHT, THE
DURVASA ARRIVED THERE. DO BE MY 

GUEST AND 
JOIN ME FOR 

A MEAL.

WELCOME, O 
GREAT RISHI.
I  m  HONOURED 
BY yOUR VISIT, ,



f  I  WILL GLADLY
f fiacEPT y o u r

INVITATION, O KING. BUT 
FIR5T I  MUST BATHE IN 
kTHE RIVER AND 5AY j  
■ k j f lY  PRAYERS.

AFTER HE HAD 
BRTHEP j  
DURUASA SAT 
D o rn  FOR 
MEDITATION AND 
SOON BECAME 
ABSO RBED  
IN  IT.

AMBAFUSHA BECAME ANXIOUS AS  
THE TIME PASSED._________

IF THE AUSPICIOUS 
HOUR TO BREAK 
MY FAST GOES 
AWAY, m  VRATA a 

WILL BE A jj
t  FAILURE. J

V

BUT IF I  EAT,
IT WILL B E  AN 
INSULT TO AN 
INVITED GUEST. 
AND DURVASA 
IS A WRATHFUL 

RISHI! WHAT 
SHOULD I



O KING ! you  ARE
PUFFED UP WITH PRIDE 

AT BEING THE LORD OF 
THE EARTH. YOU HAl/E 

DISHONOURED ME BY 
K  YOUR ACTION. .

DURURSR 
RETURNED 
R m /l£  END 
LERRNT TNRT 
THE H/NG HRD 
BROKEN N /3 
ERST. TN/5 
MROE HW  
RNGRy.



WHICH TUR/YEPWOHE TORE f t  TUFT 
OF H /5  HEIR

DESTROY 
THIS PROUD 
AND IGNOBLE 
KING !

BUT EMBERI 
REME/HEP 
CELM RHP 
HOT F T  ELL 
RFRE/D.

HOWEVER,
THE CEERR
OF S R ! 
SPREHG TO 
H IS  PEFE



THE DEMON 
COWERED 
ft  CORNER 
RND LOST 
DLL H /S  POWER 
BEFO RE THE 
ADVANC/N& 
CHANRA.

THEN THE WERPON 
MOVED 
MENACINGLY 
TOWARDS 
D U R t/H S ftj WHO 
HHD PRONOUNCED 
THE CURSE .

IN  SHEER PPN/Cj 
STARTED RUNNIN

HE RHN /N  ALLD/RECTtONSJ
BUT COULD NOT ESCAPE 
FROM THE WEA/



HE RUN 
NORTHWARD 
THE SUDHRSMM  
CHHHRH WHS 
STEHD/LY 
BEHIND H/M.

HE TURNED TO THE ' 
AND THE CHHHR
Tu r n e d , s o u t h !

PflNT/NO BREAT
HE RAN 70 BR H H /D H -

O LORD
Sfll/E ME FROM 

THIS TFRR/BLE 
V WEArON!

GOOD LORD ! W/HAT 
f)M  I  TO D O ?  ,



S H IM  LOOKED f f l  M M  
CO M PESS/Om TEL Y -

1,100, m h e lp le s s ;
o  RISHI. I  HAVE MO 
CONTROL OVER THIS /  

X .  WEAPON.

LORD 
SHIVA ! 

SAVE /VIE, I  
IMPLORE

y o u  1

NONE OTHER 
THAN VISHNU WILL 
BE ABLE TO HELP 

YOU l



DURUftSR R M . THE 
IA/H3 GETTINGCLOSER.:.

0 HEAVENS, *
1 AM GETTING 
TIRED OF 
RUNNING !

LORD! yOU ARE 
My LAST RESORT. 
DO SAVE ME !

IN ft F/ 
BID TO 
ESC ft  PE, HE 
R ftN  TO 
NftRftyftHft-



I  m  COMPLETELY 
IN THEIR POSSESSION 
TRULY, THEY CANNOT 
LIVE WITHOUT ME AND 
I  CANNOT LIVE 

.WITHOUT THEM. y

IW DEVOTEES 
ARE AS MUCH 
MY LIFE 
AS I  AM JJg 
THEIRS.

MY DEVOTEES- • 
r  FORSAKE THEIR 
FAMILIES AND WEALTH, 

ALL FOR MY SAKE. HOW 
v CAN I  FOR5AKE THEM 
I k  IN THEIR HOUR 
^ O F  NEEP

HAVIN6 GIVEN UP ALL 
DESIRES, HAVING MADE 

THEIR MINDS CALM AND 
CONTROLLED, THEY 
OFFER ALL THEIR 

. SERVICE UNTCLMEJ—



THEREFORE, MY 
CHILD, EVEN I  AM 
POWERLESS TO 

COMTROL THE 
V  WEAPON.

I  CAN THINK OF 
ONLY ONE WAY 

. FOR YOU...
... GO TO 

AMBARI5HA 
WHOM YOU 

F HAVE 
OFFENDED 

> AND B
1 HIS
|  PARDON.

m rjM jjw w T ĵ w Z '

SURELY, HE WILL 
FORGIl/E YOU FOR 
YOUR OFFENCE l

J  V v f

M vj__



DURI/RSFi HURR/ED BECK TO EMBER/SHE 
END FELL RT H /5 FEET. | | B B  q o ,----------

EMBER/5HF) U/ES
B Y  THE RISHI FELL
FEET.

O  DURl/ASA l JOIN  
ME FOR 'THE MEAL NOW/.FORGIVE M E O ^  

r  AMBARI5HAI I  HAl/F. 
OFFENDED yQU, WHO 

ARE A TRUE DEl/OTEE OF 
^  THE LORD, y

THE MIGHTY SUDERSHENE CHEKRE. COOLED DOWN END
D/5RPPEERED BY THE KING’S  SIDE ES HE SET DOWN
WITH THE RISHI FOR H /5 MEET f-------  — ------
WES LONG OUERDUE l I--

SOON RFTER, EMBERISHE MEDE Ol/ERH/S KINGDOM TO H/S ELDEST SON END 
RETIRED TO THE FOREST 7QRLUNGE HIMSELF /N  MED/TETLON UPON THEJORP.



RANTIDEVA "00000'
RHDTH/S/5 THESTORyOFMH&RAHT/Dm. 
TH05E WERE TEE DRy5OF GLORy 
ME/V WERE HOTTEST RHP TRUTHFUL
RED E/E65 U/ERE /VOT ENGAGER //V  
PETTY F /6H T 5 BUT /AT THE
WELFARE OF THE/R PEOPLE. L 1/

RAET-IDEUR WH5 AE/EG  
HER GEEEROU3 HEART. HE G Hl/E  
FREELY TO ALL, FOR HE SAW LORE 
EAR/ /H A LL L/WEG CREATURES.

THE LORD 
GI1/ES ME 
ALL MATERIAL 
COMFORTS 
IN PLENTY.



HOW THEN CAN IS IT  BACK 
AND ENJOY THEM, WHEN THERE 
ARE 5 0  MANY MOUTHS OF HAf?l 

Mr TO BE FED? a

I  WILL NEVER BE IN 
WANT AS LONG AS I  

A/Yl AN INSTRUMENT IN 
SCATTERING H I5 

B LE S S IN G ^ „ yfc-

/9/YZ? SURE ENOUGHj HE WOULD PLW Py3 PLENTY
OF FOOD HND CLOTH/NG TO D/STR/BUTE!

WHAT A
WONDERFUL KING 

HE IS  !

HE TREATS 
RICH AND 

POOR A LIK E !
7/
// y J  » \  1 vHL// _a ^



O  RAJA! I  m  
IN GRAVE TROUBLE 
PLEASE HELP/Y1E.

HE GRi/E f t  MOTHER’S  UOVE TO H /5 PEOPLE. 
THEy P m  T O P / M  U//TH
END PP//V3.__________ __________________

IT IS A 
CHANCE TO 
SERVE 
NARAyANA! LORD,, MY 

CROPS HAVE 
FAILED!,

GIVE HIM SOME 
TO TIDE OVER HIS 
MISFORTUNE.

SPEAK,
OF WHAT ^  
HELP CAN I BE 
TO you .

IT PAINS ME 
WHEN I  CANNOT- BE 
OF SERVICE TO THEM 
GIVE ME STRENGTH 

O  LORD l .

c^l
Ik I w I



a f t e r  /n m y  y e a r s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  
p r o s p e r it y ...

. . . the  countr 
m s  h it  b y  
f a m in e .

m  c o m  all
DEAO ! 0  
HEAl/ENS!



... MEN; WOMEN END CHILDREN IN  LARGE
NUMBERS. ________________

I  PRAY FOR 
STRENGTH ANP THE 
v MEANS TO HELP 
\  MY PEOPLE ! >O KINO, 

WE ARE 
HUNGRY.

WEN HE WOULD GO OUT AND DISTRIBUTE TO THE 
PEOPLE, WHAT LITTLE'H E HAD LEFT.

TAKE THESE GRAINS 
FOR YOUR FAMILY.



NOW THERE IS 
NOTHING LEFT 

k W/ITHME.

VET THE FAM/TVE CONTINUED. IN
FHCTj IT  GREW WORSE FROM 
D M  TO OH.y.

AND ALONG IMTTHE 
ROYAL HOUSEHOL D  
STARRED.

S  LORD, ^  
IS THERE 

NOTHING FOR THE 
CHILDREN ?

FATHER, 
WE ARE 
HUNGRY I

IF I  HAD FOOD, 
I  WOULD GIVE 
IT TO N\ Y  
SUBJECTS. IT IS 
OUR DUTY TO 
LOOK AFTER 

THEM, MY DEAR.



SOMETIMES  ̂THERE WOULD B E  FOOD FOR H/S FRM/LT 
BUT THE m e  WOULD HRI/E TO OO HUHGRY.

WHAT PEACE AMD ^  
HAPPINESS THERE IS 
IN GIVING TO OTHERS!



OVERCOME BY  HUNGER HNP THtRSTj 
WHS GLHD TO SEE f t  M EftL BEFORE THEM.





HERE, MY GOOD 1 
MAN. VOU
FEEL BETTER AFTER 
V EATING THIS J

F’ORRIDG MAHARAJ! 
MY DOGS 
AND I  HAl/E 
NOT EATEN 
f o r  many
DAYS.

MY DEAR,Gll/E 
THE REMAINING 

PORRIDGE.

WE ARE STARVING. IF 
YOU WILL NOT FEED 
v,U5, WHO WILL? >

I  AM SORRY DEAR 
THERE IS NOTHING 
LEFT FOR YOU AND 
THE CHILDREN.



LORD, THERE 15 A 
LITTLE WATER LEFT AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THIS 
PITCHER. LET ME GIVE 

. IT TO YOU.

AT THAT MOMENT, CAME A MAN; A /5 THROAT 
PARCHED U//TATH/R5T; A /5 EyE5 
VU/TA EXAAUST/OA.

WATER ! 
WATER!!



I  DO NOT CARE 
FOR REW ARDS 

OF THIS EARTH..
IF ... NOR FOR

POWERS OF ANY' KIND. 
fYiy ONLY PRAYER IS -  

GIVE ME THE CAPACITY TO 
FEEL THE PAIN OF OTHERS 

. A N D  THE STRENGTH TO 
K  SERVE THEM. M

7//£ SPARKLE OF LIFE CAME 
BF?CK TO TRE TR/RSTY 
M AR’S  EYES.

LET ME NEVER B E  
INDIFFERENT TO THEIR 
5ORR0W S. MAKE ME THY 
. INSTRUMENT IN THEIR 
L , SERVICE!



5TRRNGE ENOUGHJHE KING  
EEL T H /S  O m  HUNGER TH/R5T 
RNP EH7/G U E DROPPING HtHH'y 
FROM  H /M  /



Rm/DEUT} SHOWED HER DUE RESPECT, BUT ONLY 0 5

I  HAVE INO USE 
FOR ALL THE 
RICHE5 yOU 

V OFFER ME.

O MAYA, I  HAVE NO 
NEED FOR ANYTHING 
MY MIND IS ABSORBED 

IN LORD NARAYANA !

I  HAVE NO ^  
WISH TO LIVE 

LONGER 
THAN I  HAVE TO,



FEEDING HIS 
PEOPLE AND GIVING 
DRINK TO THE THIRSTY 
WAS AN ACT OF 

WORSHIP UNTO HIM !

K /Yiy ONLY 
PRAYER WAS TO 
B E  OF SERVICE TO 

THE LORD’S  
• CREATURES.

IN DOING MY DUTY 
TEMPERED WITH 
LOVE I  HAVE FOUND 
v  FULL SATISFACTION. ^  WHAT 

MORE IS THERE 
THAT YOU CAN 

GIVE ME ?



R5 SUDDEHL y HS SHE 
COME, SH E l/H/V/SHEP, LEHI//NG 
RHHT/DEl/H HLOHE

M fiyH COULD HOT THE 
ONSLAUGHT OF RHHT/DEI/H’S

S e e l
OH ! IT IS ~ J

USE TRYING TO WIN A
Over this  man )

THEH THE 
HIND HHD 
HOBLE 
K/HG WHS 
BLESSED 
BY THE 
PRESENCE 
OF SR! 
HER! 
HIMSELF.

WA5 IT A 
DREAM 
OR A
HALLUCINATION?



RAHTIDEVA BECAME ONE OF THE yOG/5 OF THE LAND.
FOR THOSE U/HO CAME AFTER H/Mj HE SET A MARVELL
OF SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE AND SUPREME LOVE FOR LORD
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something of everything 

in India...
We at SITA have been doing just that for 
over two decades. And being the leading 
travel agency in India, our services are 
comparable to the best available 
anywhere in the world.
SITA will help you right from the moment 
you touch-down at any one of our 
international airports. By booking your 
hotel accommodation, confirming your 
air seats for travel within India. 
Conducting guided and pre-planned 
sightseeing trips, group and Individual 
itineraries. Providing car hire, trekking, 
wild-life photo safaris, special interest 
tours, conference facilities...everything to 
make your visit truly memorable.

SITA -  takes India to the world. 
Brings the world to India.

|L _(INDIA) PVT.LTD.,
F -12 Connaught Place 
New Delhi 
Tel : 43103

Agra, Bangalore, Varanasi, 
Calcutta, Hyderabad. M a d r l s


