
Bag of Rocks 1-Easy School PlayPRIVATE 


by Siddhanta dasa

Cast and Props: Prepare large, simple drawings of each "rock"on white poster board and cut out so that they resemble oversize masks. Put them all in an enormous bag [sewn up sheet] and plump up bag with foam or wadded newspapers. During the play the main character "Man" wades into the audience and hands each mask to a pre-selected student who joins him on stage, putting mask before him, becoming the character, the students' lines are on the back of the mask.)

Scene One
A Harinama Party comes to the "Ocean of Birth and Death" represented by a blue cloth or any barrier.)
1st Devotee: Here is the ocean of birth and death. Although it is very vast - one who surrenders himself to the Supreme Lord, Krsna, can cross over it just as easily as one steps over the water in the hoofprint of a calf! 

The human form of life is very special. The soul wanders through this material world in body after body - suffering and enjoying - but actually it is all suffering because true happiness is eternal. It's not happiness if it has to end. Everyone is looking for happiness, but in the material world one gets very little. And for that little happiness he has to work very hard and do things he hates to do. 

In the human form of life one should have the intelligence to want to stop this working hard and suffering cycle. Every human being can easily surrender unto Krsna and beg to come home and serve him. 

Here, in the spiritual world we simply dance, sing and feast - and all in the company of our dear Lord Krsna!

2nd Devotee: Krsna is so kind!

3rd Devotee: Look! Here comes a poor, suffering man now. 

2nd Devotee:
He appears to be carrying a heavy bag of rocks. 

These are his material attachments which anchor him down to the material world. 

1st Devotee: Hey! Come on over here! It's wonderful here. There's no pain or sickness or death or disturbance of mind here. Krsna wants you to serve Him forever in ecstatic love!

Man: Sounds great! Here I come. (Starts to go into water carrying his bag of rocks)

2nd Devotee: No! No! Put down your bag of rocks! Leave them there -you can`t take any rocks with you to the spiritual world!

Man: Hey! I can't leave my rocks, no way! I worked hard for these rocks. I've spent a lot of time looking at these rocks, and taking care of these rocks and ... well, let me show you what I've got here! 


Here! (takes 1st picture out of bag and shows it to audience) My "beautiful wife rock"! Huh? Pretty nice, whattaya think, eh? Thirty-five years of marital bliss! And you should taste her apple pie! (hands 1st picture to 1st student)

1st Devotee: Now that you have given her 35 years, that is enough! You have now a duty to yourself for getting free from this whole material world. The responsibility of every man is to take up this serious mood and also show it to others. 

Man: Oh, I know about duty and responsibility! Look at this! (takes 2nd picture out of bag and shows it to audience) My "son in college rock"! I worked hard for his education.  My son's going to make something for himself in this world.  First, he'll take over the family business - then, with his know-how, the national production - our name will be in every home! (hands 2nd picture to 2nd student)
2nd Devotee: (to devotees) He's so attached! 


(to Man) Now, your business is finished - you've already worked hard enough -  it can go on without you - so don't think about it anymore. Fix your mind in Love Of God!

Man: Oh, I know about love - look at this - (takes 3rd picture out of bag and shows it to audience) my "married daughter rock" - daddy`s little girl - and she's given me (takes 4th picture out of bag and shows it to audience) two wonderful grand children (hands 3rd picture to 3rd student and 4th picture to 4th student)

1st Devotee: There's love in the Spiritual World - there's love for Krishna - He's the Dearmost Friend of Everyone forever! And all His friends are your friends. We all love each other and Krishna loves each of us equally. Just give Krishna your love!

Man: I'll tell you about my best friend (takes 5th picture out of bag and shows it to audience). My faithful dog "Pal" - we've been together for many a year - through thick and thin! (kisses picture) Umm uum! I love you Pal! (hands 5th picture to 5th student)
(Devotees Groan)
2nd Devotee: Krishna is eternal, full of knowledge and bliss. He has wealth, strength, beauty, fame, wisdom and renunciation to an unlimited degree. Whatever qualities you see in your ... uh, loved ones, this is just a small spark or drop of Krishna's qualities.


Come on over and meet Him. Leave these others behind! They will find their own way across! You can't help them at the end of their life! When it comes time to cross over the ocean of birth and death, then it's a solo trip. You take the big step and they'll appreciate your example!

1st Devotee: Come on, you can do it!

Man: Fellas, I have a lot going for me just now - you know -bills, payments, debt. I'll show you.(takes 6th picture out of bag and shows it to audience) My expensive-new-car rock! Check out the motor - it's loaded and it came with all the extras - fm radio, electric windows ... I figure that now that I'm getting up there I have to "keep up with the Joneses" shall we say? (hands 6th picture to 6th student) And (takes 7th picture out of bag and shows it to audience) I'm still not finished paying for my home. I have plans for extensions, too - I've always wanted a bowling alley at home!

(hands 7th picture to 7th student) And, last but not least (takes 8th picture of a large money bag out of bag and shows it to audience) my sizeable bank account! This is my little nest egg! Yeah, I'd like to travel someday - bask in the sun on the Riviera! I've scratched and saved and now I have security, proper burials, retirement, nursing home reservations... It's all here, boys! It's in the Bag!(hands 8th picture to 8th student)
1st Devotee: That's great, sir! You've raised a beautiful family and you've satisfied your wife with a home and security but now think of your self! You're real self, your spiritual life, we mean. There are many ways - you can meditate or study or do pious activities. You can simply say, "Krishna, I want you more than all these things, please accept me as your devotee. Please engage me in Your devotional service as you like."

2nd Devotee: Look around you and compare. What are you going to do?

Man: Well, you're right, here I come! (he tosses back aside and approaches devotees but is arrested in mid-step by):

1st Student: George! George! Come here! We have to dress for dinner! Can't you do anything right!

Man: Well it's now or never. I gotta make a break before it before she catches me. If she knew that I was even talking to you she'd ... here I come!
2nd Student: Pop! Can I have the keys to the car tonight? I have a heavy date! I'm going to the Steak and Ale Saloon!

Man: Sure, son! Have a good time! Do you have enough money to cover that? (Man reaches into pocket for billfold)

3rd Student: Are you coming over for dinner tomorrow night, Poppo? I made your favorite desserts and the kids miss you sooo much!

Man: I wouldn't miss it for the world, Sweetheart!
4th Student: I wuv you, Grandpa!

(all eight students jiggle and clamor, the Man is torn emotionally)

5th Student: Woof! Woof!
(Pal bounces over to Man and is petted enthusiastically)
Man: Hey, there's my dog! Come on, Pal, ohhh, that's a good doggie, that's my Pal! Oh yes! (he turns to go) Sorry, fellas, but I'm going back! They need me, I need them. I love them! Come on, Pal!

1st Devotee: You're not this body! You're a Spirit Soul! This world is temporary! It's not our home! True Happiness must be eternal!

Now is the time ...

Man: What was I thinking? I was almost taken by those nuts! 

I love my wife! (puts wife in bag). I love my kids!

(puts son and daughter in bag) I love my grandchildren! (puts grandchildren in bag - students go back to audience as their pictures are packed away). I have possessions (puts car in bag), duties and responsibilities (puts house in bag). I have goals in life (puts money in bag).

(As man leaves with Pal he shouts): I'll never leave you, Gertrude! Good Doggie!

1st Devotee: We couldn't save him but let's wait a while and see if we can meet a man a little less attached that we can convince.

2nd Devotee: That would be wonderful!

(2nd man appears dragging big sack of rocks)

1st Devotee: My dear friend, please put down your rocks, here is your chance to cross the ocean of birth and death, go back home, and never suffer birth, sickness, old age and death again!

Never suffer from heat, cold, anxiety, or loss or anything ever again! And Krishna is the dearmost friend of everyone! He is beauty, strength, fame, wisdom, wealth and renunciation to an unlimited degree! Devotees enjoy a simple life of blissful service, dancing, chanting and feasting!

2nd Man: Sounds great! What do I have to do?

1st Devotee: Just put down your rocks. Surrender to Krishna and say "My dear Lord, from this day I am yours." That's all.

2nd Man: Yes, I want to give up this burdensome life. My dear Lord, from this day I am yours! (crosses ocean)

2nd Devotee: Hare Bol! Hare Bol! Come, the aratika service is starting now. You can see Krishna and serve Him to your hearts content!

THE END









