The Bag of Rocks #3

By Jnanagymnya dasa, Alachua, Florida

Scene – Devotees and two or three non-devotee fruitive workers walk along a river bank. A kirtan party chants Hare Krsna melodically on the other side.

Devotee: This is the River of Desires. It is all that is separating us from our real life of Eternity, Bliss and Knowledge of our real selves and our relationship with Lord Krsna. The chanting of Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare allows us to give up our material attachments and cross over the river of desires. 

1st Fruitive Worker: You mean that's all? Just chant Hare Krsna?! It sounds so simple!

Devotee: Srila Prabhupada says, "This philosophy is simple for the simple and difficult for the complex." We make the transfer from this existence to the next difficult by maintaining our attachments throughout our life, through the waning period of our old age and even up until the moment of death. When we chant, serve Lord Krsna and meditate on Lord Krsna, we replace our material attachments with new spiritual attachments!

2nd Fruitive Worker: Hmm ... I think I understand what you're saying ... I want to try to cross over that river of attachments right now! What do I do?

Devotee: Just sincerely chant Hare Krsna mantra. In Sanskrit, Man means "the mind." and Tra means "liberation." The sixteen syllables of the Hare Krsna mantra are a scientific formula which liberates the mind of material attachments. Bhakti Yoga, which includes chanting Hare Krsna is a spiritual science given by Lord Krsna to treat the living entities. This chanting is especially recommended in this Age of mankind which we are in. Everyone can see that this is like the Winter of Man. In general people are short-lived, misguided and unfortunate in this age. Hardly anyone is interested in higher thought such as study of the scripture; but chanting Hare Krsna is very simple and sublime.

   Come on, get ready - let's all try it! (He motions to the audience.)

Let's sing it through one time  …(sings) Hare Krsna Hare Krsna come on Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. Very good! (The Devotee and one or two of the Fruitive Workers enter the river which can be represented by a blue sari waved by two helpers, or it can be imaginary. The Fruitive Workers become devotees, join the kirtan party and chant softly throughout the rest of the play.)

Devotees (all) on the spiritual side: Hare Krsna! Hare Krsna! Oh, it's so nice here! Lord Krsnais here and we can always serve Him!

Remaining Fruitive Worker: I want to come too! I want to cross over the river of desire and attachments!

Devotee: Then, just chant Hare Krsna, give up your attachment to the temporary, material possessions that you have accumulated in this life and just cross right over. It's so easy!

(The others agree, "Yes, it's not hard at all!")

Remaining Fruitive Worker: But ... but what about my Bag of Rocks here? I have a great collection of valuable rocks. I can’t cross the river without them and they’re too heavy to swim with them.

Devotee: Just leave them! It’s so blissful here that you’ll never miss them! Those are just material things – temporary, non-conscious, unnecessary things. Leave them there. You’ll be so much better off without them!

Remaining Fruitive Worker: (almost speechless with astonishment) But … I can’t just leave them! I love them! These rocks have been with me as long as I can remember – through thick and thin!

(He sits down before the audience and takes the rocks out of his bag one by one, examining them and displaying them.)

    Now this one – I call this my “Beauty” rock. (He holds a rock up like a mirror.) It’s so beautiful and I love it so much! I could look at it for hours!

Devotee: There’s beauty in the spiritual world. There are so many beautiful sights here! There’s beauty everywhere! Krsna is the Reservoir of All Beauty!

      It is simply delusion to think that our own conceptions can make us happy. Come and taste spiritual bliss, spiritual beauty with Krsna!

Remaining Fruitive Worker: Well … it is tempting …but still, I just don’t know. Let me show you how big my Money rock is now – this one grows, you know. It’s wonderful! Now, this rock has given me a lot of pleasure! (He walk across the audience, smiling broadly as he displays his Money rock.)

Devotee: You don’t need money here – ever! Lord Krsna provides everything. Just leave your attachments aside, chant Hare Krsna to build up your spiritual strength, put your faith in Lord Krsna and just cross right over to the other side.

(Others yell encouragement.)

Remaining Fruitive Worker: Now (displaying rock) this one is really interesting. It never fails to amaze me … this is my rock of Knowledge!! (He examines the rock and invites others to examine it.)

Devotee: Material knowledge is ever-changing, isn’t it? Depending upon one’s opportunities in life one can amass a store of trivia but, even in one’s life, as one ages one forgets all that he has learned.

    You don’t even know who you are or what is the purpose of your life. You don’t know why you are suffering in this life. 

    But, Lord Krsna is the source of all Knowledge and if one knows Lord Krsna then he knows everything!

Remaining Fruitive Worker: Well, this one is the best rock I’ve got – it’s my Freedom rock! (He walks before the audience – proudly displaying his freedom rock.) This rock allows me to do what I want, when I want to do it. I can go wherever I want and I can be whatever I want to be!

I have the freedom to achieve my unique contribution to mankind!

Devotee: Wow!! You are really in deep illusion!! Look at your present situation – you can’t cross the river with that big old Freedom rock. You can’t go anywhere that is free from birth, disease, old age and death while you hold that heavy stone. In fact, you just have to accept whatever comes your way! 

     Yes sir, you have the freedom to experience old age, disease and death. Not only that but whether you like it or not you can take birth and death, birth and death, birth and death forever and ever. Look around you – isn’t everyone else doing that? So, who is unique?

    If you do not take this opportunity to get out of the cycle of birth and death then one can easily say that you do not know where your soul will travel in your next life. You do not know which type of body amongst the 8, 400, 000 species of life you will occupy or what the quality of your life will be.

    No rock can give you freedom. Here’s how it works – a simple analogy. If you are in the middle of the ocean then you are certainly in a precarious situation. You don’t want to stay there because it’s not your natural place. But if someone comes swimming up next to you and says – “just hold on to me,” then that is also useless. You need to take help from someone who’s not in the water – someone who is not in the ocean of birth and death. If someone comes along and throws you a rope from a boat or plane then you will be saved.

Similarly, you cannot help yourself when you are struggling in the cycle of birth, sickness, old age and death. Your friends, family, government representatives etc. cannot help you. You have to directly take help from Krsna and his liberated representatives who are completely outside of the cycle of birth, death and reactions. 

     Give yourself that break by relinquishing your hold on these attachments and come on over to the other side!

(The others urge him to comply.)

Remaining Fruitive Worker: Okay. I’ll try – but, I’ve got to have my rocks, too. (He chants as he tries to cross the river with the Bag of rocks.) Hey, this isn’t as easy as I thought … I think I’m going to lose my rocks … No! No! (He turns back.) 

Devotee: Just drop the bag and come over! You won’t miss a thing! Those rocks are just useless baggage! Drop them and come over.

Remaining Fruitive Worker: I can’t let them go – they’re everything to me! They’re “who I am.” (He starts to make “going-under” motions.)

Devotee: Chant Hare Krsna! Chant and you can cross over all material distress and all the desires which are keeping you from serving Lord Krsna again!

Remaining Fruitive Worker: My rocks! My precious rocks! I must …

Devotee: Chant! It’s easy! It doesn’t cost anything! It will make your life sublime! Chant Hare Krsna!

Remaining Fruitive Worker: (Goes down for the third time.) My rocks! (He disappears.)

Devotee: Well, it looks like another birth for our friend. (pause. Gets closer to audience.) How about you? Will you chant Hare Krsna and give up the “Rocks of Attachments?”

     Being absorbed in material qualities only causes us to take repeated births and deaths in the Ocean of Material Distress. Our concern for those things which are temporary should never prevent us from developing our spiritual awareness to the fullest degree.

    Chanting Hare Krsna is the perfect and easiest way to rediscover our service attitude to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. The formula is simple – if you want to serve yourself (your material senses, that is) then you come here to the material world. It’s a jungle out there, though. Everyone is thinking the same thing – (in a gruff voice)“Hey, I want to enjoy that! That woman should be mine, not yours! This land should be mine – not yours!” So, you have to fight for every little pleasure you get, or pay for it in some way.

      Srila Prabhupada gave the example of tossing stones into a still pool of water. If all the stones are thrown randomly upon the surface then the result is chaos – each stone makes concentric circles but they cross over the next one’s causing waves. However, if every srdne could be thrown into the exact center of the pool, then the concentric circles of each stone, big or small would not interfere with it’s neighbors ripples.

      That is Krsna Consciousness and Srila Prabhupada has made a society wherein we can associate with like-minded individuals who are preparing for the liberation that we have spoken a little about today. Srila Prabhupada said that we have a “materialistic disease” now so as in any treatment there is Diet, Exercise and Medicine.

    We go on a diet in the society of Hare Krsna devotees – we don’t do certain activities and that is called “following the Four Regulative Priciples.” We follow these rules:

1. No Meat Eating, which includes fish, poultry and eggs. But we do prepare nice foodstuffs, offer them on the altar to Krsna and partake of that food together.

2. No intoxication –which includes coffee, tea, cigarettes and recreational drugs. But, we do sing and dance every single day. We enjoy studying and meditating and working for Krsna with a sound mind and body.

3. No illicit sex. Unless one is married and desires to produce children, then we do not engage in sexual activities. We are saving our time and energy for Krsna’s service.

No Gambling which includes mental speculation and frivolous sports and activities. Once again, we saving so much time that we can now use in Krsna’s service, advancing our real self-interest.

  Then, in this analogy, the chanting of Hare Krsna is the Medicine which cleanses us internally of our material desires, misgivings, and even the bad reactions we have from our past sinful activities. 

   Next, one needs to Exercise. We take up as many of the ways and activities of the spiritual world now as we can and practice living in the association of Lord Krsna and His devotees and engaging in Lord Krsna’s service. In this way, as Srila Prabhupada told us, “ the means are the same as the end – you are serving Lord Krsna now and you are serving Lord Krsna in the future.” 

    Thank you for your kind attention to our play and my long explanation. We are going to give you a chance to sing and dance now and then we’re going to eat a delicious Feast that was first offered to Lord Krsna. Books are available for you to take home and all the devotees are very friendly and will be happy to answer any and all questions you may have. Thank You, again. Hare Krsna. (kirtana) 
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