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When Vajranabha the Asura sought to usurp Tndra’s kingdom,
that Deva turned to Krishna, the Yadava for help. Mean-
while, Vajranabha’s daughter Prabhavati hearing of the
valour of Pradyumna, Krishna’s son, had mentally chosen
him for a husband. Krishna uses this development and
sends Pradyumna to Vajra in the guise of the actor Bhadra.
Pradyumna secretly marries Prabhavati, and slays
Vajranabha.

Nikumbha, Vajranabha’s brother, flees to Shatpura and
establishes a city there. How Nikumbha tries to avenge his
brother’s death is the subject of our tale. Our adaptation
is based on the story as it appears in the Harivamsha—the
Purana that has given rise to much controversy.

Even though the characters of the Mahabharata appear in
the Harivamsha also, and though some people consider it as
the last parva of the Mahabharata, scholarly opinion does
not accept it as a part of the great epic. Whatever the-
literary merits or demerits of the Harivamsha, it is certainly
a storehouse of interesting and entertaining tales and
episodes.
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BHANUMATI

PRADWMNA, THE SON OF KRISHNA AND RUKMINI, RODE PROUDLY INTO
PWARAKA W/TH H/S BRIDE PRABHAVATI, THE DAUGHTER OF THE ASURA
VAJRANABHA, WHOM HE HAD CONQUERED AND SLAIN.

TEARS OF JOY FILLED RUKMINI'S EVES AS SHE LOOKED ONHER SON LEADING
PRABHAVATIIN.



amar chitra katha

PRADyUMMA, WE ARE LEAVINS
FOR RAIVATAKA TOMORROW

EARLY NEXT MORN/NSG, KRISHNA SET OUT FOR RA1VATAKA ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
OFFSPRING} KINSMEN AND - -
WHILE THE ELDERS AREI

BUSY AT THE SACRIFICIAL I
©SOUNDS, WE WILL WANDS



BHANUMATI

WHEN THEY REACHED RAIVATAKA, AS THE ELDERS GOT OUT OF THE CHARIOTS AND
WALKED TOWARDS THE SACR/F/OAL ENCLOSURE —

COME ! THIS 6
OUR CHANCE'
NO ONE’S

KLOOKING!

AS SHE RAN BLINDLY INTO THE WOODS, BHANUMATI
BUMPED INTO A SASE.  \eeeeoe weoeeeeeeerees

r Vou ILL-
MANNERED
k CHILD

IT WAS THE IRRITABLE DURVASA,
KNOWN FORHIS BAD TEMPER.



omar cHitra katha
MAY YOU FALL INTO
THE HANDS OF YOU?
ATRADITIONAL FOESy

6A6E NARADA m e SHOCKED. O DURVASA, HOW CAN
A WISE SOUL LIKE
YOU CURSE AN
INNOCENT CHILD—
v AND 50 j
/AHARSHLY* <2

LIKE ALL BAD-TEMPERED PEOPLE, === SHE WILL REMAIN
DURVA3A FELTSORRY FORHIS RASH  UNSULLIED. SHE WILL

A CURsE O g ALS MARRY A WORTHY

m i | UTTERED BY ME CANNOTI HAPPY HOUSEWIFE
m # | BE REVOKED. IT MUST jk

H # COME TO PASS.-*/

1 ff HOWEVER* e=ijD L



BHANUMATI
AS THE FRIGHTENED GIRLS MADE THEIR WAY BACK TO THE SACRIFICIAL ENCLOSURE—

SOON AFTER THE SACRIFICE WAS COMPLETED, KRISHNA AND HIS LARGE FAMILY RETURN-
ED TO DWARAKA, UNAWARE OF THEUTTLE DRAMA IN THE FOREST OF RAFVATAKA.
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* SON OF KRISHNA AND SATVABHAMA



BHANUMATI
KRISHNA AND THE YAQ4VA SURELY THEY COULD

MEN, WITH THEIR WIVES, NOT HAVE LEFT
kHAVE ©ONE AWAY ON Aj THE CITY i
k. LONS PLEASURE A ~  UNGUARDED! ~

\Y cruise.

rWELL* THE AGED UORASENA
AND VASUDEVA HAVE STAYED
BEHIND. AND, OF COURSE, THE
YOUNO MAIDENS OF THE
FAMILY ARE THEREj WITH
n THE OLD MAIDS TO
WATCH OVER THEM *#

WITHOUT WASTING A MOMENT, M/KUMBHA LEFT FOR DWARAKA



amar chitra katha

AT DWAZAKA, BHANUMAT! AND HE/? COMPAN/OA/S WERE OUT /N THE GARDENS OF THE
SECLUDED /¥V£&fAPPARTMENTS OF kR/SHNA’S PALACE. }-----mmm-

---------- m-fi— fmrnn------- = 1i heard them Ygfesg ~
M L Mrl v W wllSC 8§ talk about the boat they eggs
K v Ij > 1 fjmijf WERE TO SAIL IN. IT IS MADE WG &
I OF60LD AND HAS INNUMER- fijH
mHHBsCrjf JtMsmmmL sL able rooms,and each
ROOM IS ADORNED
jdJJUam with sapphires

pearls» » " k ™ m

£8> AH{ BHANUMATI,

r IF ONLY WE WERE n

MARRIED WE TOO ODULD
HAVE ©ONE ONI THE CRUISE

| TOO HEARD MY MOTHER
AND FATHER TALK
ABOUT SOMETHING.

~JT CONCERNED YOU,y

WHAT 7~
WERE THEY =
SAYING? s-S*

YOUR RATHER HAS DECIDED
TO HOLD A SWAYAMVARA
.FOR YOU AS SOON AS j
V HE RETURNS, AND*”/



BHANUMATI



gmar chitra katha

THE EVIL SORCERER
MUST HAVE MADE
HIMSELF AND THE
CHILD INVISIBLE.

WHAT! KNG
UGRASEMAIMY
FATHER! |
| HERE? )

r  KRISHNAI THE

EVILASURA NIKUMBHA
HAS ABDUCTED

A BHANUAAATI. A

A H E_/MADE

HIMSELF AND THE i

OIRL INVISIBLE.

WE WERE
k. HELPLESS,



BHANUMATI

KRISHNA THOUGHT OF GIARUDA,AND THE G/6ANT/C B/RD APPEARED BEFORE H/M.

* THE PANDAVA PRINCE.KgtSHNA’S COUSIN, WHO HAP COMB TO DWARAKA 70 I//SIT HIM. n



groar ch?fra katha

W//EN BHANUMAT! REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS—

COWARD! DO YOU THINK
YOU’LL ESCAPE THE
WRATH OF MY

AND MY SRAND-

f TAKE ME BACK, 1 ONCE WE REACH 5HAT-

AND [I'LL ASK THEM, PURA, IT IS THEIR LIVES

1 TO SPARE VOUR k THAT YOU WILL HAVE TO
LIFE. BE© FOR. n

WITH SUCH A HEADSTART,
I WILL BE SAFE WITHIN
MS CITY BEFORE THE r"
~ YADAVAS REALISE J
V . SHE'S MISSING. T



BHANUMATI
A3 AffKUMBHA PROCEEDED COMPLACENTLY, A &REAT-SHADOW COVERED H/M.

1 1IT'S GARUCA! J--N
KRISHNA HAS CAUGHT
UP WITH MB!



gnrvgr chrtra katha

TERRIFIED,BHANUMAT! FAINTED. KRISHNA, ARJUNA AND PRADYUMNA DARED NOT STRIKE
NIKUAABHA W/TH THEIR MACES.

I'LL USE MV ARROWS.
I'LL BE ABLE TO
PIERCE HIM WITHOUTj
HARMING HER.



BHANUMATI

* SEE AMA# CHITRA KATHA NO. 107— PBADWLMIIA
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ARJUA/A KEPT SHOO77N3 ARROWS AT H/M,PfSX/A/S MS VERY V/TALB.

16



BHANUMATI
TAK/N6 A SUDDEN D/P

3EIZWGTHS OPP<y?7UMry3 PRAPYU/MNA CARRIED BHANUMAT/ /AfTOH/B CHAR/On\

LkAVfc HEg AT PWARAKA kI j( \E£f A > \
/"3 vXm *ND QNE back,we't1/1?
\Y FINISH NIKUMBHA .A*N" n n

krlshna and arjuna aAgSA/LED H/M, MKUMBHA LEFT THE NORTHERN RANGE
OP GOKARNA === (—r—yn '
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BHANUMATI

===AND W/TH H/S LAST OUNCE OF
STRENGTH BLOCKED THE INNER ENTRANCE,



gmar chttra katha
PRADVUMNA RAISED H/Q UO/CE AND BEGAN 70 TAUNT NIkUMBHA

THE ASURAQ ARE A

VALOROUS PEOPLE

INDEEDI WHEN

ASS/41LED? THEY

HIDE BEHIND WOMEN

OR THE ©ATES OF
THEIR CITY.

C . BP
ftt
ft'

MAKING HIMSELF /A/W6/8LE,HE CHARGED OUT OF THE CAVE.

r COME, TASTE
THE VALOUR OF
KTHE ASURA&..









BHANUMATI
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BHANUMATI

WHILE THEY WE/PE STILL ROARING W/TH LAUSHTER, THEY SUDDENLY SAW THE SKY AND WE
EARTH FILLED WITH THOUSANDS OF N/KUMBHAS.

25
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BHANUMATI

THE INNUMERABLE FORMS OF N/KUMBHA TOO FUSED INTO ONE.

N

| SHALL CARRY HIM
AWAY, LEAVE HIM INSIDE
MY CITY AND RETURN TO
TACKLE THE OTHER

TWO,

=*SPRANG UP AS 7WO0 OF H/M,;

~*=\EACH HOLDING AN ARJUNAF



amar chitra katha



BHANUMATI

AS PRAPYUMNA BROUGHT M/3 CHAR/OT BENEATH MKUMBHA, THE DISCUS SEVERED

BUT HE WAS RECEIVED IN PRAPVUMNA’S CHAR/OT.



amor chitra katha

>5 TWE THREE HEROES ENTERED CWARAKA IN TRIUMPH. . .

A MAILING BHANU MET THEM.

THE ASURA IS SLAIN. BUT THINK
OF THE SHAME!HE ABDUCTED MY
DAUGHTER AND TARNISHED HER
"REPUTATION. WHO WILL MARRY

HER NOw? s '

TAKE HEART} BHANU. THERE

IS SOMETHIN® | HAVE
JUST THEN MARAPA APPEARED. A 1O TELL vmi-



BHANUMATI
AND NARADA TOLD THEM ABOUT DURVASA’'S CURSE AND MS BLESSINGS.

AS SOON AS SAHADEVA REACHED DWARAKA, BHANUMATI WAS MARRIED TO H/M.



