Brahman and the Cobbler 2 -Threading An Elephant Through the Eye of a Needle PRIVATE 

Reference Srila Prabhupada told this story in 1972 at the Vrindavan temple on the tape Nectar of Devotion Class 72/11/13 Part 14. 

Cast: Narada Muni, Brahmana, Cobbler, Lord Narayana, back up man as Lord Visnu's other arms. 

SCENE ONE

Narrator:  The great sage Narada Muni is known as "the Eternal

 
Spaceman" because he travels throughout the Three Worlds to remind forgetful persons (such as ourselves) about the nature of the Kingdom of God and the benefits of Chanting the Holy Names. He does not need a spaceship or any other vehicle but is able to travel by his own mystic powers. He is also called "the sage amongst the demigods" and "the foremost devotee of the Lord." On one such journey he met a proud Brahmana (loudly chanting Sri Isopanishad) or priest who inquired: 
Brahmana:  Oh, Narada Muni, Namaste to you. Will you soon be           going back to the Vaikuntha Planets? 
Narada:  Yes, I am on my way there, now. 
Brahmana:  When you see Narayana ask Him when I am going to get my salvation. I perform many grand ceremonies and penances, so surely He will free me from this wretched material existence. I want to go back to my original nature and enjoy eternity, knowledge and bliss. 

Narada:    Alright, I shall ask the Lord about your salvation. I will be back in a fortnight. 
Narrator:  As Narada Muni proceeded, always chanting the Holy Name, he met a cobbler standing under a tree, mending shoes. He was chanting the Hare krsna mantra to a happy tune as he worked. The cobbler made a similar request: 

Cobbler:  Narada Muni! Please accept my obeisances! O great sage, I am indeed fortunate to see you! Is there some service I may render to you? Some lunch, perhaps? 

Narada: I cannot stay, thank you. I am on my way to Vaikuntha to see Lord Narayana. Go on chanting the Hare Krsna mantra. This chanting will bring you all perfection. 

Cobbler:   I will treasure your instructions always! Will you ask Lord Narayana one question for me, please? Please ask Him when my Salvation will come. I’m longing to see my dear Lord face to face and serve Him directly for eternity! 

Narada:  Surely, I shall ask Lord Narayana about your salvation. 

Narrator:  Every one of us seeks relief from the miseries of this material world. Some of us seek wealth, fame, sense pleasure or other temporary remedies. At the same time, deep within, we all know that the only solution to these miseries is to go to a better place. Vai means without and kuntha means anxiety or distress. Vaikuntha, where Lord Vishnu and His Associates reside is the land without fear or the place where there is no anxiety. Unfortunately, many of us, like the proud Brahmana, want the Kingdom of God without God. 

SCENE TWO  Vaikuntha 

Narayana: After leaving His present body, the humble cobbler will come here to live with Me but the Brahmana may have to stay in the material world for many, many lifetimes. 

Narada: I can't understand this mystery. The Brahmana, the

 
learned man engaged in austerities, will not get salvation, but the ordinary cobbler will get salvation  why?

Narayana:  That you will see. When they ask you what I was doing in my abode, tell them that I was threading an elephant through the eye of a needle. 

SCENE THREE 

Brahmana:   Oh, Narada, did you see Narayana? When did He say I

 
 would be liberated? 

Narada:  The Lord said that it may be many, many lifetimes

 
 before you are able to leave the material world. 

Brahmana:   What!? That's impossible! What was He doing in His

 
 abode? 

Narada: The Lord was threading an elephant through the eye of  a needle. 
Brahmana: I don't believe you! Go away, can't you see I'm very  busy? (Brahmana resumes his recitation of various mantras.)
Narada:  (to himself) Amazing! This so-called religionist has

     faith in his own salvation but not in God. He has a desire for the Kingdom of God, but no love of the Lord. Let us go and see the cobbler. I can't wait to give the Cobbler the good news! 

Cobbler: O Narada Muni! Please accept my obeisances! Did you see Lord Narayana? What did he say? 

Narada:  Lord Narayana said that after quitting this present

 
material body you would come to live with Him in His eternal abode! 

Cobbler:   Oh, the Lord is so kind! Now, you must tell me 

     everything about the Lord's appearance, His associates, His paraphernalia, His activities ...

Narada: Well, when I arrived there, He was engaged in threading an elephant through the eye of a needle. 

Cobbler: Hari Bol! Hari Bol! My Lord is so wonderful! He does

 
such amazing things! 

Narada:  Do you really believe that the Lord can push a big

 
elephant through the tiny eye of a needle? 

Cobbler:   Why not? Of course I believe it? 

Narada: How can anyone do that? 

Cobbler: You can see that I am standing under this tree ... and you can see that so many fruits are falling down daily. Each fruit contains many seeds and within each single seed there is a whole tree like this one! If the Lord can put a huge tree like this into a small seed, can He not push an elephant through the eye of a needle? 

Narada:  I see now the glories of a Vaisnava devotee of the Lord. Let us chant the Holy Names of the Lord for a while. In this age, the performance of ritualistic ceremonies and austerities are not very important. If one wants to please the Lord, he should always chant the Hare Krsna Maha Mantra. (kirtan)








