 Daksa Offends Lord SivaPRIVATE 

Maitreya: O Vidura, it is said in the Vedic literatures, "vaisnavam yatta sambhu" that Lord Siva is the best of all devotees. Therefore, all devotees of Lord Krsna are also devotees of Lord Siva. We, as Vaisnavas, offer Lord Siva all due respect. Therefore, tonight we are offering this play to him in glorification of his superexcellent qualities.

Vidura: O Maitreya, why was Daksa, who loved his daughter, Sati, so envious of her husband, Lord Siva? Why did he neglect his daughter? Lord Siva, the spiritual master of the entire world, does not make enemies within his heart, He is the greatest amongst the demigods, so how is it possible that Daksa could be inimical towards him?

Maitreya: In a former time, the leaders of the Universal creation performed a great sacrifice. All the great sages, philosophers, demigods, fire-gods and their followers assembled there. In that assembly, Daksa, being overly proud of his position, spoke out against Lord Siva. Lord Siva did not take offense at this and simply left the assembly. But Lord Siva's followers were extremely angry at this and caused a commotion. 

(Lively music comes up, man appears before or to side of curtain or scene. Brahmanas are hurrying by on their way to the sacrificial arena.)

Husband: (calls) Are you coming? It's about to start. We're going to be late! Late to Prajapati Daksa's great universal sacrifice to please Lord Visnu!!

Wife: (offstage) I'm getting ready as fast as I can, but I can't find my other earring!

Husband: Do you mean that because you can't find your earring, we're going to miss the most exciting event to happen in the heavenly planets for thousands of years!??

Wife: (offstage) I'm coming!! Ohhhhh, where is it!?

Husband: Brahma, the creator of the universe is going to be there and the great sages, philosophers, demigods and even the fire-gods! Also, Lord Siva will be there with his wife, Sati. She is the daughter of Daksa, who is officiating at the ceremony. You know, he didn't approve of his daughter's marriage but Brahma requested him to and so he finally consented! Are you hurrying? It's going to be really ecstatic!!

Wife: (comes on stage putting earring on) Are you ready? I've found it!

Husband: Our flower airplane awaits us 

(Music. Set up sacrifice scene on one side of stage and Lord Siva's ashram on the other side.)

Scene One - Daksa's Great Sacrifice

Maitreya: When Daksa, the leader of the Prajapatis, his personal bodily luster as bright as that of the sun, entered that assembly, the entire arena was illuminated, and all the assembled personalities became insignificant in his presence. All the firegods and other participants, with the exceptions of Lord Brahma and Lord Siva, gave up their own sitting places and stood in respect for Daksa. Daksa was adequately welcomed by the president of that great assembly, Lord Brahma, and after offering Brahma respect, Daksa took his seat. 

 

 However, Daksa was very much offended to see Lord Siva sitting there and not showing any respect to him. He thought, “Siva is my son-in-law, he should stand up!” Daksa did not realize that Lord Siva is always in trance, remembering only the pastimes of Lord Krishna. 

 

 Daksa became greatly angry! His eyes glowing, he began to speak very strongly against Lord Siva.

Daksa: All sages, brahmanas and fire-gods present here, 
hear me with attention, for I am speaking about the manners of gentle persons; I am not speaking out of ignorance or envy. Siva has spoiled the name of gentle manners! Because he is shameless, Siva does not know how to act.


           He has already accepted himself as my son-in-law by marrying my daughter in the presence of the fire and brahmanas. He has married my daughter, who is equal to Gayatri, the wife of Lord Brahma, and has pretended to be just like an honest person! He has eyes like a monkey's, yet he has married my daughter, whose eyes are just like those of a fawn! Nevertheless, he did not stand up to receive me, nor did he think it fit to welcome me with sweet words. I had no desire to hand over my daughter to this person who has broken all rules of civility. Because of his not observing the required rules and regulations, he is impure. But, I was obliged to hand over my daughter to him just as one teaches the messages of the Vedas to a sudra.



 He lives in filthy places like crematoriums, and his companions are the ghosts and demons! Naked like a madman, sometimes laughing and sometimes crying, he smears crematorium ashes all over his body! He does not bathe regularly, and he ornaments his body with a garland of skulls and bones. Therefore, only in name is he Siva or auspicious; actually, he is the most mad and inauspicious creature! Thus, he is very dear to crazy beings who are in the gross mode of ignorance, and he is their leader. On the request of Lord Brahma, I handed over my chaste daughter to him, although he is devoid of all cleanliness and his heart is filled with nasty things.



 The demigods are eligible to share in the oblations of sacrifice, but Lord Siva, who is the lowest of all the demigods, should not have a share!

All: No! (Daksa storms off.)
Daksa's wife: Husband, please don't do this!

1st Demigod: Please don't go, Daksa! Please don't leave! Come back!

2nd Demigod: Oh no, this is terrible! 

3rd Demigod: What is going to happen?

Maitreya: Lord Siva was deep in meditation upon the lotus feet



of Krsna and thus did not take notice of the harsh words of Daksa. Daksa was wrong to think that he was superior to Lord Siva merely because he was Lord Siva's father-in-law because Lord Siva is always in a superior position, being one of the three presiding deities of the Universe and almost on the level of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Himself. The followers of Lord Siva, headed by Nandisvara, the carrier of Lord Siva, were very upset and caused a great commotion of cursing and counter-cursing. 

Nandisvara: Anyone who has accepted Daksa as the most important

 

personality and has neglected Lord Siva because of envy is certainly lacking in intelligence and transcendental knowledge. 

Brghu: One who vows to satisfy Lord Siva diverges from the

 

scriptural injunctions and I curse them to become an atheist!!

Nandisvara: Daksa has accepted the body as all in all. Therefore, since he has forgotten the lotus feet of Lord Visnu and is attached to sex life only, within a short time, he will have the face of a goat! 

All: WHAAAAT???

Nandisvara: Yes, the face of a goat. And I curse those who have

 

supported blasphemy of Lord Siva to continue in the cycle of birth and death!

Brghu: Those who worship Lord Siva are so foolish that they

 

imitate him by keeping long hair on their heads! They live on wine, flesh and other such abominable substances! I curse them to always be outside the definition of Vedic culture!

Bhuta: I curse you to fall down in a week!

Brahmana: May you always be like a dead stone!

2nd Bhuta: I curse you and curse you again! May the hair on your head continuously fall out!

2nd Brahmana: I counter curse you and counter-curse you! 

3rd Bhuta: May your nose fall off your face!

(Lord Siva leaves with his wife, Sati and followers. They drag Nandisvara out as he is yelling at the others.)

Nandisvara: I challenge anyone here to debate with me! No one here has a practical understanding of the Vedas! Who here 

Maitreya: Following this disturbance, Daksa announced that he 



would hold another Sacrificial Ceremony, even grander than before, but this time, Lord Siva was not invited. 

(Sati re-enters and hears women talking as they pass by, beautifully dressed, on their way to the sacrifice.)

1st Woman: If these great personalities can't co-operate amongst themselves, how will they ever                     accomplish anything for the benefit of mankind?

2nd Woman: That's probably why Lord Siva left- to stop all that cursing and counter-cursing!

3rd Woman: I hope nothing terrible comes of it!

1st Woman: Last year, one of our elephants became mad and ruined our lovely garden! That's just what this incident reminds me of - a mad elephant! I'm afraid that the peaceful celestial relations will be ruined!

Scene Two - At Lord Siva's Ashrama

Sati: My dear husband, O blue-throated One, your father-in-law is now performing a great sacrifice. All the demigods have been invited by him and they are all going. If you desire, we could also go. I think that all my sisters must have also gone to see their relatives. I really want to go. I will decorate myself with the ornaments my father gave to me when we were married and go there with you to the great sacrificial ceremony. Oh! Everyone will be there! I will be able to see the beautiful flags and the sacrifice performed by the great sages 

Siva: (Speaking slowly) Well, Sati, I don't …

Sati: (interrupting) Although this cosmic manifestation is simply the external energy of the Supreme Lord and that truth is fully known to you, I am only a poor woman and do not fully understand the absolute truth. Therefore, I wish to see my birthplace once more. Although we have not been invited, there is no harm if one goes to his friend's, husband's, spiritual master's or father's house without invitation. Oh, please! Let us go!

Siva: My dear, beautiful wife  Yes, one may go to a friend's house without being asked, provided such a friend does not find fault with the guest and become angry towards him.

Sati: But, he is my father!

Siva: No doubt, and you are his pet. But because of your being my wife, he will not honor you. If one is cut by the unkind words of a relative, it is more painful than being hurt by the arrows of the enemy.

Sati: Oh, but my father couldn't be angry with me!

Siva:              Generally, friends and relatives greet each other by

 

standing up and welcoming on anther and offering obeisances. But, those who are on the transcendental platform offer respects to the Supersoul in the body, but not to the body. I am always offering obeisances to Lord Vasudeva in pure Krsna Consciousness, but your father took the opportunity to take offense and insulted me with cruel words even though I am innocent. Although he is the giver of your body, he and his followers are envious of me. Therefore, you should not go to see your father.

Sati: Oh no, dear husband, my father would not neglect me! Let us go!

Siva: If, in spite of this instruction, you decide to go, the future will not be good for you. You are most respectable. If you are insulted by your relatives, it will be equal to death. 

Sati: But, you don't understand! You don't have a desire for these things because you are transcendental. But, I need to go to festivals and dress up and have friends.

(She begins to cry.)



Oh, I'm going anyway; I'll just go by myself!

(Sati leaves. All of Lord Siva's followers go after her.)

Scene Three - The Grand Sacrificial Arena

(Sati's mother and several other women hug and greet Satibut Daksa ignores her. As they are greeting her, she stares off into the arena.)

Mother: Oh, my dear daughter, Sati! How are you? Sati! Sati! Why don't you answer?

Sati: My father has not greeted me. Oh, no! There is no

 

oblation reserved for my husband!

Nandisvara: Daksa has not greeted our goddess Sati. There is no

 

oblation for our Lord Siva. My dear Sati, your eyes are burning with anger! Myself, and all these ghosts and followers of Lord Siva, will kill Daksa immediately!!!

Ghosts: Yes! Kill him! Kill him!

Sati: No! Do not kill him. He is a fool. (to Daksa) Twice born Daksa, a man like you can simply find fault in the qualities of others. Lord Siva, however, not only does not find fault with other's qualities, but if someone has a little good quality, Lord Siva magnifies it greatly. Unfortunately, you have found fault with such a great soul. Dear Father, you are committing the greatest offense by envying Lord Siva. He is always pure and no one but you envies him. Great personalities like Brahma honor him by accepting the flowers offered to his lotus feet and placing them with great respect upon their heads.



 If one hears an irresponsible person blaspheme the master and controller of religion, he should by force cut out the blasphemer's tongue and kill the offender. Then, after that, one should give up one's own life. But, if one is unable to punish the offender, he should block his ears and go away. Therefore, I shall no longer bear this unworthy body which has been received from you who blasphemed Lord Siva. If someone has taken food which his poisonous, the best treatment is to throw up. You are an offender at the lotus feet of Lord Siva and unfortunately, I have a body produced from yours. I am very much ashamed by our bodily relationship and I condemn myself because my body is contaminated by a relationship with a person who is an offender at the lotus feet of the greatest personality. I feel very much sorry that my body, which is just like a bag, has been produced by you and I shall therefore give it up!

(Sati sits down facing north, touches water and closes her eyes, absorbed in mystic yoga trance.)

Ghosts: Kill him! Kill him! 

(The follower's of Lord Siva wreck the sacrificial arena. One of them goes to Lord Siva.)

Bhrgu: I will chant mantras that will bring forth legions of very powerful warriors capable of defending the sacrificial arena, the fire and dharma! 

(Brghu chants mantras and uses mudras and then many warriors come in to fight with Lord Siva's enraged followers.)

Scene Four - Lord Siva's Ashram

Follower: Lord Siva, due to the insults of Daksa, Goddess Sati 



has given up her life and all your soldiers are fighting with the Demigods!

Siva: Sati has given up her life!? This cannot go unavenged! Daksa will not live!

(Laughing very loudly and menacingly, Lord Siva dashes one hair to the ground and a demon appears.)

Virabadra: I am Virabhadra!! I am ssoooo ANGRY! No one can stop me! At the time of dissolution, I destroy everything! Anger will always bring destruction. Lord Siva has called me today. With folded hands, I wait to obey! What shall I do, my Lord?

Lord Siva: Go to the Sacrificial Arena of Daksa and kill him!

(Roaring, Virabhadra leaves)

Scene Five - The Ruins of the Arena

1st Demigod A great darkness is approaching!

2nd Demigod Where is it coming from?

3rd Demigod: Why is it so dark?

4th Demigod: I think it's a dust storm, but there is no wind!

2nd Demigod: Oh my, what shall we do?

3rd Demigod: Is it the dissolution of the planet?

1st Demigod: This danger has been created by Daksa because of the death of Sati! 

2nd Demigod: Sati was completely innocent!!

Daksa's Wife: It is because of the sinful activity of Daksa, who allowed Sati, although completely innocent, to quit her body as her sisters looked on! At the time of dissolution, Lord Siva's hair is scattered and he pierces the rulers of the different directions with his trident! He laughs and dances proudly, scattering their hands like flags as thunder scatters the clouds all over the world! Siva dances his dance of destruction and none can resist him. My dear husband, Daksa, your strength is nothing compared to Lord Siva's! Due to neglecting Sati and dishonoring Lord Siva, this danger is approaching. Oh no, it is a gigantic black demon!!

Daksa: I see dangerous omens from all sides! From the earth and from the sky!

1st Demigod: The movements of his eyebrows are scattering the

 
 luminaries in the sky!

2nd Demigod: He covers their light with his piercing effulgence!

All: Aaaahhh! Help! Save us! Help!

Virabhadra: (enters) Halt, you cowards! Brghu! I think you need a shave. Off with your mustache! 



 You, Daksa, showed your teeth while cursing Sambu. You, Pusa, were smiling so sympathetically. Never more will you show your teeth! You, Daksa, you offended Lord Siva because you do not know how to use your head. Now I will sever it from your body! 



 What's this? Nothing will cut his skin. (Looks about.) Ah, here is the Sacrificial Knife used to sever the head of the goat. I'll use that!

(Virabhadra cuts off Daksa's head and throws it into the fire and then call upon the followers of Lord Siva to return.)



Come, all you hobgoblins and bhutas, let's return to Lord Siva's abode!

Scene Six - The Injured Demigods Approach Lord Brahma

1st Demigod: My dear Lord Brahma, Prajapati Daksa's sacrifice

 

intended to please Lord Visnu and the demigods has 



ended in tragedy!

2nd Demigod: Daksa's daughter, Sati, became so morose upon seeing that no respect was given to Lord Siva that she gave up her body in a blaze of fire!

3rd Demigod: Then, a great demon, so huge that he scattered the 



stars in the sky, appeared like a dust storm! Together with Lord Siva's ghostly followers, they pulled down the pillars of the pandal and destroyed the sacrificial arena.

4th Demigod: They broke the pots and began to extinguish the

 

sacrificial fire. They captured the chief brahmanas and the demon arrested Daksa, knocked out his teeth and cut off his head with the sacrificial weapon! It was ghastly!

Brahma: You cannot be happy in executing your sacrifice if you offend a great personality. You have offended Lord Siva and now you must surrender unto his lotus feet and humbly beg his forgiveness. If you are free from anger and envy, he will be very pleased. Lord Siva is so powerful that his anger can destroy the whole universe. Also, he is very sorry because he has lost his dear wife, Sati. You should go at once and beg his pardon.

1st Demigod: We should all go at once to Lord Siva's ashram!

Scene Seven - Lord Siva's Ashram

(Brahma and the demigods approach Lord Siva.)

Brahma: My dear Lord Siva, I know your position - you are the

 

master of religion. Mean-minded persons who give distress to others are already killed by providence. There is no need for them to be killed again by an exalted personality like yourself. My dear Lord, you are a shareholder of a portion of the sacrifice and the giver of the result. By your mercy, may Daksa get back his life and all the others injured be recovered?

Siva: (gets up, bows, touches the lotus feet of Brahma) My

 

dear Father, I do not mind the offenses of the demigods. They are childish and unintelligent. I have punished them only to teach them a lesson. Since Daksa's head has already been burnt to ashes, he will have the head of the goat. The others will also be healed.

Demigods: Jai! Lord Siva ki jai!

(Everyone then goes to the arena where Daksa is still lying. Lord Siva places the head of a goat on Daksa.)

Scene Eight - The Arena

Maitreya: All the personalities present were very much satisfied in heart and soul on hearing the words of Lord Siva, who is the best among the Benefactors. They went to the arena where Daksa 's lifeless body still lay and Daksa was given the head of the sacrificial goat. When Daksa received this, his consciousness returned. He saw Lord Siva and Daksa's heart, which had been black with envy, became completely pure.

Daksa: My dear Lord Siva, please pardon me. I committed a great offense against you but you are so kind that instead of withdrawing your mercy, you have done me a great favor by punishing me. Both yourself and Lord Visnu do not neglect even a useless, unqualified brahmana like myself. I did not know your glories and blasphemed you; please forgive me.

Siva: Please begin the sacrifice.

(All take positions. The demigods chant Vedic mantras. Perform sacrifice. Nandi leads kirtan. Everyone sings:)

Nandisvare: Brahma bole catur mukhe


           Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

                       Mahadeva pancha muke


            Rama Rama Hare Hare.

(two times then Kirtan)

Siva: Om tat sat!

(use music and special effects. Everyone except audience sees Lord Visnu and their hearts overflow with love. Everyone bows down and then points, smiles, blow conchshells, etc.)

All: Look! Lord Visnu has appeared! Jai! Hari Bol!

1st  Devotee: I've never seen anyone so beautiful in my life!!

2nd Devotee: It's wonderful to the Lord riding on the back of Garuda, just as the Vedas describe!! Garuda's wings are so huge that he can easily fly from planet to planet!

3rd Devotee: The Vedas also describe that Garuda is almost on the same spiritual level as Lord Visnu Himself!

2nd Devotee: Jai! Lord Visnu's smiling could captivate the whole world!

3rd Devotee: We are so fortunate!

1st Devotee: Shhhh! He's going to address the assembly!!

Visnu: I am the Supersoul, the self-sufficient witness in all creation. My dear Daksa, I am the original Personality of Godhead, but in order to create, maintain and annihilate the cosmic manifestion, I act through My material energy. Thus, I have expanded Myself as Brahma and Siva and together We are the Supreme Cause of the material manifestation. A person with sufficient intelligence does not think the head and other parts of the body to be separate. And one who does not consider Brahma or Siva or the living entities in general to be separate from Myself actually realizes sublime and eternal peace. All living beings reside in Me, but I am not in them.

 (Kirtan)






