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ramadi-murtisu kala-niyamena tisthan
nanavataram akarod bhuvanesu kintu
krsnah svayarh samabhavat paramah puman yo
govindam adi-purusarh tam aham bhajami

| worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who
manifested Himself personally as Krsna, and
the different avataras in the world in the
forms of Rama, Nrsimha, Vamana, etc., as
His subjective portions.

(Sri Brahma-Samhita, Text 39)



Sri Matsya-Avatara
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ksitir iha vipulatare tisthati tava prsthe
dharani-dharana-kina-cakra-garisthe
kesava! dhrta-kurma-sarlra! jaya jagadisa! hare

O Kesava! O You who assume the form of a
tortoise! O Jagadisa! O You who steal Your
devotees' hearts! All glories to You! In this
Incarnation You hold the Mandara Mountain
and indeed the entire Earth planet on Your
massive back, which is now adorned with
many scar-like depressions.



Sri Kurma-Avatara
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vasati dasanci-sikhare dhararti tava lagna
sasini-kalanka-kaleva nimagna
kesava! dhrta-sukara-rupa! jaya jagadisa! hare

O Kesava! O You who assume the form of a
boar! O Jagadisa! O You who remove Your
devotees' sins! All glories to You! The Earth
planet, which had become immersed in the
ocean at the bottom of the universe, sits fixed
to the tip of Your tusk like a spot upon the
moon.



Sn Varaha-Avatara
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tava kara-kamala-vare nakham adbhuta-srngam
dalita-hiranyakasipu-tanu-bhrfigam
kesava! dhrta-narahari-rupa! jaya jagadisa! hare
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O Kesava! O You who assume the form of half-
man, half-lion! O Jagadisa! O You who remove
Your devotees' suffering! All glories to You!
With one of the wonderful, petal-like nails of
Your beautiful lotus hands, You rip apart the
wasp-like body of Hiranyakasipu. The astonishing
thing about this is that ordinarily it is the wasp
that rips the petals of the lotus, but here the
petal rips apart the wasp.



Sn Nrsimha-Avatara
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chalayasi vikramane balim adbhuta-vamana!
pada-nakha-nlra-janita-jana-pavana!
kesava! dhrta-vamana-rupa! jaya jagadisa! hare

O Kesava!l O You who assume the wonderful
form of a dwarf brahmana\ O Jagadisa! O Hari,
who steals away Your devotees' false egos! All
glories to You! You deceive Bali Maharaja with
Your massive steps. You purify all the residents of
this world by the Ganges water, which emanates
from the toe nails of Your lotus feet.
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Sri Vamana-Avatara
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ksatriya-rudhira-maye jagad-apagata-papam
snapayasi payasi samita-bhava-tapam
kesava! dhrta-bhrgupati-rupa! jaya jagadlsal! hare

O Kesaval O You who assume the form of
Parasurama! O Jagadlsa! All glories to You! You
remove the torments, sins, and sufferings of the
residents of this world by bathing the Earth (at
Kuruksetra) in rivers of blood from the bodies of
the demoniac ksatriyas whom You slay.



-fS? Sri Parasurama-Avatara
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vitarasi diksu rane dik-pati-kamanlyarh
dasa-mukha-mauli-balim ramanlyam
kesava! dhrta-rama-sarira! jaya jagadisa! hare

O Kesaval O You who assume the form of
Ramacandra! O Jagadisa! O You who remove
the rsis' suffering! All glories to You! In
the battle of Lanka You destroy the demon
Ravana. You distribute his heads as a pleasing
offering to the presiding deities of the ten
directions, who greatly desired this action due
to being much harassed by this monster.



Sri Ramacandra-Avatara
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vahasi vapusi visade vasanarh jaladabham
hala-hati-bhlti-milita-yamunabham
kesava! dhrta-haladhara-rupa! jayajagadisa! hare

O Kesava! O You who assume the form of
Balarama! O Jagadlsa! O You who vanquish
the arrogance of the wicked! All glories to You!
On Your brilliant white body You wear
garments the colour of a fresh blue raincloud.
These garments are also the same beautiful
dark hue of the Yamuna, who is greatly fearful
due to the striking of Your plough.
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Sr1 Balarama-Avatara
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nindasi yajna vidher ahaha sruti-jatam
sadaya-hrdaya! darsita-pasu-ghatam

kesava! dhrta-buddha-sarlra! jaya jagadisa! hare

O Kesaval O You who assume the form of
Buddha! O Jagadisa! O You who dispel atheism!
O Hari! All glories to You! Your heart is
so full of compassion, and therefore You
advocate non-violence as the supreme religious
principle. Oh Lord, You decry the srutis which
prescribe the performance of sacrifices that
Inflict pain upon animals.



Sn Buddha-Avatara 'fey-
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mleccha-nivaha-nidhane kalayasi karavalam
dhuma-ketum iva kim api karalam
kesava! dhrta-kalki-sarira! jaya jagadisa! hare

O Kesava! O You who assume the form of
Kalki! O Jagadisa! O You who remove the filth
of the age of Kali! All glories to You! Like a
comet signifying the eminent destruction of
the wicked, You appear wielding a huge,
terrifying sword to annihilate the barbarians
who remain at the end of Kali-yuga.



Sri Kalki-Avatara
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srl-jayadeva-kaver idam uditam udaram
srnu sukha-dam subha-dam bhava-saram
kesava! dhrta-dasa-vidha-rupa! jaya jagadlsa! hare

O Kesava! O You who assume these ten forms!
O Jagadlsa! O You who remove Your devotees'
material desires! All glories to You! My
humble prayer at Your lotus feet is that You
please hear this Dasavatara-Stotra composed
by the poet Jayadeva. It describes the essence
of Your incarnations. Bestowing happiness and
auspiciousness, it is most excellent.
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vedan uddharate jaganti vahate bhu-golam udvibhrate
daityarh darayate balim chalayate ksatra-ksayam kurvate
paulastyam jayate halarh kalayate karunyam atanvate
mlecchan murcchayate dasakrti-krte krsndya tubhyam namah

O Sri Krsna, You descend in ten incarnations! |
offer hundreds of obeisances unto You! As
Matsya You rescue the Vedas, as Kurma You
support the Earth planet, as Varaha You lift the
Earth with Your tusks, as Nrsimha You tear
open the chest of the demon Hiranyakasipu, as
Vamana You trick Bali, as Parasurama You
slay the wicked ksatriyas, as Rama You
conquer Ravana, as Balarama You wield a
plough, as Buddha You show compassion to all
living entities, and as Kalki You vanquish the
barbarians remaining at the end of Kali-yuga.
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Hare Krsna, Hare Krsr&a

Kr$na Kr$na, Hare Hare

Hare Hama, Hare Hama

Hama Hama, Hare Hare



Why is grlla Jayadeva Gosvaml, who is so absorbed in éri
| AM Krsna’s VVrndavana pastimes, beginning his Sri Glta-govinda
with a description of the ten prominent avataras?
If a person eats only sweets for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, he will not appreciate them. However, if he first takes
N |_9 9 E T something bitter, salty, sour, and savoury, then, when he tastes
rasamalaya he thinks, “This is the king of all preparations!”
“Kesava dhrta dasa-vidha rupa”: Sri Krsna Himself has
appeared as these ten incarnations. Srlla Jayadeva Gosvaml
has glorified the astonishing pastimes of these incarnations to enhance our appreciation of
Sri Krsna. Imagine, there are twenty mighty wrestlers assembled to compete. Once all the
wrestlers have been defeated and only one is left standing, we are then able to appreciate
his power and expertise. If we were to meet that same wrestler without his opponents, it
would not be possible for us to recognize his marvelous ability.

For the sake of attracting those in different stages of spiritual development, SrIIa
Jayadeva Gosvaml begins Sri Glta-govinda with the gradual evolution of the theistic
conception, Not everygne will be attracted to Sri Krsna’s rasa-lila; one’s first attraction
may be to Sri Matsya, Sri Kurma or Sri Nrsimha. Even Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
performed pastimes in many forms to attract everyone and give mercy to all.
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- Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja
Janmastaml morning, 2000
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