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It WAS'THE 6ECONP CEfgUKY of mankinds arrival on eartk

wken tke Go&s of Qgkt took up Arms against one of tkeir own.

Bala, a fallen God ka& rejected tke old ways of tke Pantkeon
an& sbugkt to impose kis dominion over man.

Feeding off tke forced worskip of men, Bala ka& grown
too powerful for tke pantkeon to take kirn on alone.
60 tke pure Gods eack sacrificed a part of tkemselves
to create a powerful entity.

Ske is Pevi. 1

6TORV SO FAR...

THE PEVI ENTITY HAS BEEN PLACED INA WARRIOR WOMAN OF THE DURAPAGYA"
THE HUMANS WHO FIGHT ALONGSIDE THE PURE GODS. SHE HAS TAKEN ON THE NAMESAKE OF THE DIVINE
ENTITY AND LED THE ARMIES OF GODS AND MEN ON AN ALL-OUT ASSAULT ON BALA'S FORTRESS.



LOCATION: BALA'S FORTRESS.
THE SECOND CENTURY OF MAN.






LORD & ALAMM
THE HUMANS HAVE~"
ASSEMBLED AN ARMV
THAT MOVES LIKE A
FIELD OF ARMOR
STRETCHING ACROSS,
A THE HORIZON. ~

THEV roo HAVE ~
JOINED INTHE ATTACK, MV
LORD, RAINING AND
. P*en?UCT/ON FROM
few THE SKV. Vi



there "illfil | =
BE NO REINFORCEMENTS COM IN G ®
IN FROM THE NORTH MV LORD. Z TRIED
SENDING WORD TO TOMA WHEN THE SIEGE
WASFKOTIM O. THE BLACK WIND MESSENGERS
REPORT THAT THE STRONGHOLD HAS BEEN >
DESTROVED-TAMA IS CAPTURED. ~

P1 THE ATTACK CAME
SO SWIFT AND FIERCE THAT THE
BATTLE TOOK NOT A QUARTER-HOUR
10 RAZE HIS BASTION .
\% TO THE GROUND.

EH?/ A
HOW COULD THE TIDE OF
WAR TURN 50 GUPPENLY?
THESE ~OtSS HAVE W ASEP
BATTUE AGAINST ME BEFORE
AND LOST. >

WHAT IS
SO PIFFERENT THIS
TIME, GENERAL?

‘LORD BALA, THE HUMANS
HAVE A NEW CHAMPION
AND NONE CAN WITHSTAND
THE FURY OF HER BLADE.

“THEY CALL HER-
PBVU™*



s'— SHE16NO \

ORPINARY WOMAN, n OUR AUJES ACE ~
MV LORD. THE PMNE EITHERPEAP BY HER
USHT SHINES HANDS OR FLEEING AT THE
-STRONGLY INHER A VERV 6/GHTOF HER.
ANMNIFEAR -

A"MOUR DEFENSESH
r ARE FAILING. X...I WOULD
RECOMMEND THAT VOU
ESCAPE THROUGH THE
A TUNNELS. THERE AtAV
STILL BE—

| HAVE DEFEATED AN ARMY
OF ©0DS &/NSLE-HANPEPLY.

I DO NOT
RUN...FROM
ANYONE""






N 6UCH BRAVAVO FROM ~
SOMEONE SeCONPG AWAY
A FROMANNHt®/mMmONt »

YOU SHOULD TACK,
.POGOFBAIA'

THE INEVITABILITY OF #
DEATH'S COUP EMBRACE
. AMUBE6 VOU,M IA? i



A "THIS  ~
FOOLISH HUMAN WORLD BELONGS
TO MB. n






COWARP/
YOU AftZP ™
m  BEHIND THE BODIES OF
INNOCENTM BN. »

FI"HT YOUR
OWN BATTLES,

y.22

HAH/ YOUR EGO ~
BLINDS YOU, 'O ffP ?jJ

TWO MINUTES”
FROM NOW I'LL
'—I£\VE YOU KNEELING

BEFORE MB.#

f
|
I



WHAT?."...

HOW COULD

YOU...

r

A JUSTLIKE ~
THE REST OF YOUR
OKSR vy

BUT IT'S NOT
YOUR FAULTENTIRELY-
XBLAME THE SOPS THAT
AMPB YOU''.

-YOU'RE
ONLYHUMAN/

W fgam









WHATHAPPENED?

w : LOOK/JAL

PEVIH ASAA
TRIUMPHED. BALA'S
POWER ABANDONS
>S5, HI/W__ >

AN

KNOW THIS,
BALA. | AM PEV/--1 AM
THE POWER OF THE
\ PANTHEON. ~*

SND IF IT WAS U P AN
TO ME, I WOULD KILL VOU
>? THOUSAND TIM**
>  OVER/

1 TAKE NO PRIDE INWHAT
HAPPENED TODAY, BALA.

‘A FATHER FEELS NO PLEASURE
IN PUNISHING HIS OWN CHILD, NO
MATTER HOW SUAVELY
THAT CHILD HAS ERRED."



LOCATION: JWALA.

THE PRISON OF FIRE AND STONE,
PEEP WITHIN THE EARTH.

~ HOW COULD

A GOO WITH GO MUCH

POTENTIAL FOR GOOD
become eoev/L IN

~"60 SHORTA TIME?"

I HAVE LET
you down,

A SON.

DIP YOU NOT ONCE PLAY WITH
YOUR BROTHERS INTHE FREEDOM

OF THE COSMOS? DID YOU NOT

SHARE INTHEIR LAUGHTER
5 A AND TO THINK YOU ~
AND THEIR JOY* COULD EVER COMMIT THE
ATROCITIES THAT
VOU DID.

N

= TODAY MY ~
HEACT GRIEVES
FOR THE LOSS
~ OF MY SON. .



JT VOU LOOK AT HUMANS
f AND SEE CHILDREN, BB/SHT \
AND BEAUTIFUL. I LOOK AT
THEM AND SEE THE LABOR OF
FLAWEP HANP& WORKED ON BV
i LACKLUSTER M/NP6, THE
\ PRODUCT OF RECKLESS J
/NP/FFEBENCE.

~ ALLI| TRIED TO DO
WAS BETTER WHAT VOU HAD
ALREADY ABANPONEP'<

do hotp/rym, s
BODHA, SO-CALLED KING OF
GOPei FOR | HAVE DONE

NOTHING WRONG. S

A THERE IS A~
NO PRISON THAT
CAN HOLD ME.



IT IS CONE. COMB MY CHILDREN. LET US
THE WAR IS

TAKE OUR LEAVE OF THISPLACE AND
TRULYOVER, RETURN TO AAKASHIK*. THERE ARE MANY

CREATIONS AND MANY MORE MATTERS
n TO WHICH WE MUST ATTEND. n

I AM INDEBTED THAT YOU HAVE

CHILD,

CHOSEN ME |O BECOME THE DEVI. n XAMHUMBLEP 7~
AND Z KNOW THAT VOL1ARE WEAKENED BV VOUR REQUESTAND I 1
BV THE WAR. WITH VOUR PERMISSION | ACCEPT VOUR OFFER. BUT WHV
~  SEEK TO GIVE BACK WHAT VOU L DO ISTIU SENSE DOUBT j

HAVE GIVEN TO M E- A n GNAWING AT VOUR  ~
HEART?

r LORD BODHA—VOU SHOULD
NOT HAVE STAVED MV HAND
FROM KILLING BALA.Z FEAR THAT

w HE WILL MAKE GOOD ON HIS
WORD AND ESCAPE. n

-TO CREATE  \

r »~ SOURCE THAT WILL HOLD >
THE PRAVERS OF HUMANITY AND
CHANNEL THEM TO AAKASHIK.

v THUS REPLENISHING >
VOUR POWER.

ONE DAY | HOPE YOU'LL
FORGIVE THIS SENTIMENTAL FATHER. COME,
BUT TODAY, LET US CELEBRATE THE END . DEVI-lI SENSE
OF THE WAR AND THE BEGINNING > EREAFTgS%SOlfHEAD
OF A BRIGHTER AGE. :









NOT THE
BEST OF TIMES,

ABWA 7~
HELLO,
ARATHA.
WHO'S THIS?
JUST A CURIOUS WADOAVA™MY
MAN OF MANY YEAH? WANNA KNOW
RE60OUBCEG . ’ . RESOURCEFUL?,

I WANTIO KNOW HOW AN
APSARA* BECOMES A FREELANCE
ASSASSIN FOR HUMANS AND
THEIR PETTY QUARRELS?



«
THAT EABUEP

SINCE VOU KNOW WHO
r | MrPEAUyY KNOW-AND LAST #
TIME I CHECKED THERE WERE ONLY
TWO PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WHO HAD
. THAT INFORMATION, Z'M GUESSING .
VOUALSO KNOW | HAVE  ~
\ A HIGH PRICE.

YES, AND VOU ACCEPT

ONLY THOSE JOBS THAT

CHALLENGE VOU?
IMPRESSIVE SKLLS.

LIKE THAT VAKUZA
WHOM VOU ARE
ABOUT ID KILL

" YEAH WELL #
I'M PRETTY GOOD
~AT WHATI DO*

NO NEED TO BE
MODEST. VOt/VE
RAISED MURDER TO
AN ART FORM.

NO ONE JUST WALKS INTO A
WELL-KNOWN JAPANESE
GANGSTER'S HOME ARMED AS
VOU ARE AND LIVES TO TELL THE
TALE-LET ALONE ACCOMPLISH

WHAT VOU IMMINENTLY WILL

HANG ON.



HEY, VOSHI. GUESS WHAT?

YOUR *M«P-THE WOMAN VOU'VE BEEN MARRIED
TO FOR SIXTEEN VEARS--SHE CEAU-Y DOESN'T LIKE
VOU VERY MUCH. NOT AFTER \OU DID THE DIRTY ON

6&TEB BACK IN HON© KONG.

IT'S IMPORTANT 10
HER THAT K V. KNOW
SAP'S BEHIND THIS.

”  —NEVER ~
MAKE A WOMAN
FEEL GECONP

N~ YEAH. !
SO, WHO'S THE
.MARK, MR... .












