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T h e  P anch atan tra  is a co llec tio n  of short s tories  a ttr ib u ted  
to V ish n u sh arm a , a M in is te r at the court o f a K ashm ir King around  
200 B.C.

T h e  s tories  a re  un iq u e  in th e ir style and narra tio n , the  
an im al characters  co n trib u tin g  to the und erstanding  of hum an  
n atu re , a ll the m ore vividly b e cau se  o f the sym bolic  undertones  
em ployed. T h u s  it w ill be found  th a t these  m ean in g fu l s tories  
provide education  to young and o ld  a like , giving in stru ctio n s  in 
‘ n it i’-— th e  art o f living w ise ly .

M any o f the ta le s , possib ly  o f o ld er trad itio n  than  
V is h n u s h a rm a 's  co lle c tio n  or n arra tion  have a lread y  fo u n d  the ir  
way into fo lk  ta les  o f a il parts o f the  w orld  to leave an in d e lib le  
im press ion  on m ankind.
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r THE DOVE AND THE HUNTER

A



ONE DAY THE CROW  FLEW  
T0W AR D 5 A  N EAR BY C /TY  

//v  a f f r f h  D F F n n n  ____

THEHUNTER SPREAD H I5  
SNARE AND SCATTERED GRAIN 
TO ATTRACT B!RD5. ^

HE CARRIES Pi SNARE 
 ̂AND P CLUB IN HI5 
1 HAND. HE 15 CERTAINLY 
^NOT BENT UPON 
V DOING GOOD

HERE 15 P NICE 
SPOT TO LAY 

A TRAP.

THE CROW FOLLOWED THE

WORK
000

HE LOOK5 HIDEOUS 
I  MUST WARN AW

THE CROW FLEW BACK 
TO THE BANYAN...



D is ta n c e  f r o m  here?
A HUNTER HA5 SET A 
TRAP;SO MY FRIENDS, 
x  BE OIN yOUR / 

GUARD.

... m  COLLECTED 
ALL THE CREATOR 
E 5 u m e r  rrs  
SHADE.

AT THAT M O M EN TA FLO CK O F DO UE5 FLEW  P A S T  
IN  SEARCH O F FO O D .

THE CROUJ FLEW  
TO THEM AND  
WARNED THEIR 
KING, A  BLUE -  
NECKED DOUE, 
ABOUT THE SHARE.



THE FLOCK OF DOVES 
DIVED TO PECK FT THE 
R IC E -G R A IN ...

BEFORE THEY COULD TASTE THE 6R fV tt, 
THEY FOUND THE/Y15EDVES OUGHT /N  
FRET. M H >  m in  ,i I  ml

... AND LANDED LN 
THE SNARE.

ft GOOD  
CATCH-

THE TRAPPED FLOCK



THE CROW AND THE OTHER BIRDS WAT­
CHED THE I  N O  DENT FRO/Y) THEIR HIDEOUT.

H 5 THE DOVES SAW  THE HUNTER N iO m  
M FN R C m LY TOWARDS THE/TI­

THE BL UE-RECKED DOVE KNEW  THAT HE HAD 
BLUNDERj BUT HE D ID  N O T LOSE COURAGE



...T H E  FLOCK O F DO VES FLEW ; LIF T IN G  THE 
SNARE ALONG W ITH THEM.

THE CROW  f)H D  THE OTHER B IR D S  APPLAUDED 
H 5 THE BR AVE DO VES ESCAPED.

INDEED, 
u n it y  15 
STRENGTH



THE ELEPHANT AND THE MICE

..E N D  f t  c o m  UNITY O FM /C E  OCCUPIED 
THE DEURSTftTED PLRCE.

THEY W OULD P L ftY  ftN D  CELEBFiftTE 
W ITHOUT FEftE? O F ft/IY  OTHER 
CFEftTUFE INTRUDING UPON THEN.



m u o i  onuTTO^TtfTTTcf

BUT ONE D fiy  f t  LARGE HER D  OF ELEPHANTS MOVED TOWARDS TEE
R um s u/h t e o n t e e /r  m y /n  s e a r c h  o f  a  l a k e .

v..‘ rh c  M ASSIVE AN/M AL5 CROSSED THE RULES, THE HOUSES O F THE 
WCE C O m U H LTy GOT TRAMPLED UNDER THE/R FEET,

TiCE F  LAELTER SKELTER WHILE 
:: ■ SPUE THEMSELVES...



AFTER THE HERD O F ELEPHANTS HAD CROSSED OVER, THE M C E  ]
GOT TOGETHER IN  A  M EETIN G , 

w w  u u iijvh i

a



THE MICE EXPLAINED TO THE KING-ELEPHQTO 
HOU/H/5 RET/NUE HAD THEM PLED THE/R 
BRETHREN UNDER THEIR FEET.

iNDFFD y S r iD  if you leai/eJ 
,-v. N r . / o u  A RE OLD  j HE A55URE YOU

t m M k ^ d c j - f L E f o  here!  o f  our
ai
RIENQ5HIP

KWHAT DO YOU (  0  KIN©, BE MERCIFUL \  
WANT ME TO TO US. PLEASE LEA1/E 

D O 7 A  THIS PLACE AND 6 0  
VELSEIA/HERf^

A '  '

^  ■. ,^ - r



r AFTER SO M E TIM E THE R IN G - 
ELEPHANT, ALONG WITH HIS HERD, 
CAME UPON A BEAUTIFUL SPRING OF 
WATER.

HE HAD GOT INTO A  TRAP L A ID  B y A CERTAIN KING, WHOSE M EN CAME TO 
CAPTURE THE ELEPHANT5.

HN ELEPHANT COW, WHO HAD NOT 
BEEN TRAPPED, TRIED TO RESCUE HER 
KING , BUT IN  UAIN.



' i n u a  ix a ir id

THE ELEPHANT- C O U /...



THE M IC E L 0 5 T  HO T /fflE  ftfT D  
BEG ftH  THE RE5CUE /ZY EARHE5T.

RHD 5 0 0 H  THE ELEPH ftH TE  (HERE 5E T  FREE.
mm you f r ie p id s .

FR!EHD5HIREl/Eri WITH 
\THE my OR THE SMALL, 
X u f l 5  IT5 R E W m d S .s



THE PARTRIDGE AND THE RABBIT

ONE D M  H E FLEW  W ITH SOME 
COMPANIONS TO f t  DISTANT PLACE... ..W E R E  H E EOUND P LEN T/O F GRA/N.



ARD STARTED LH//RG  THERE.

ORE D R Y THE PARTRIDG E RETURRED TO H /S  OLD PLACE.

WHY HAVE YOU 
OCCUPIED M y  

v  HOUSE? .

youn
HOUSE ? !

THE PARTRIDGE LUTED THERE FORA 
NUMBER O F DATS ERJO Y/RG  FO O D  
ADD COM PART.

M E m u /m , a  m m , n n o m m
fflP ryH O U S E m 7U E TR E E , O C C U ffE D fT...



yE 5 , /viy
H 0U 5E

THE PARTRIDGE AND THERABBfT COULD HOT R E50LVE THE/R DISPUTE. 5 0  THEY 
DECIDED BETWEEN THEMSELVES TO SEEK SOM E ONE ELBE'S O PIN IO N /H  THE MATTER.



ON SEEING THE TOMCAT. THE RABBITS BODY 5HM RED W H  f m .

THE TOM CRT HEARD THE RABBITS REM ARK AND D EW ED  TO H /IN H /S  CONFIDENCE.

^ A /W /IS E  W O R D S. INDEED HEHE STOOD ON H IS  HIND LEGS, GAZING 
AT THE SUN. APPEAR5 JO B E  A SAGE 

v LET*? GO TO HIM WITH 
w V  C m  DISPUTE. v

TO LEAD M IRTUOUS LIFE 
v 15 THE ONLY TRUTHFUL /

u/ay . . . !



PLEA5E DO NOT 5PEAK IN THI5 
BANNER. I  DO NOT BELIEl/E IN 

CRUELTY AND WILL EAT NO ONE.
, BEING OLD I  CANNOT HEAR YOU 
\  WELL; 5 0  HOW CAN I  PA55

FAIR JUDGMENT?

THE PARJRID6E AND THE RABBIT 
MOVED CLOSER TOWARDS THE CRT...

...H R D  AS SOON AS TH E!/ WERE W ITHIN BASH 
REACH...

... THE CAT POUNCED UPON THEN) 
AND KILLED THEN} ON W E SPOT 
SO T T /S  RIGHTLY SAID,

T 'N E l/E R  EXPECT FAIR. JW 6R W T  
FROM  A R A D  U M P IR E "



THE RABBIT IN THE MOON

IN  f t  CERTAIN F0RE5T THERE W E D  f t  F0U R -TU 5KED  ELEPHANT...

ONCE DURING f t  DROUGHT, ALL THE 
LAKES AND PO NDS U JE N TD R y...

<s>



FORM A GROUP AMD MOVE 
IN THE EIGHT DIRECTION5. 
THE ONE THAT FINDS 
v  WATER 5HOULD RETURN 
\  AND INFORM THE >
^ O T H E R S ./  L \ .........  • \ f 7
■M .. v  i ( r * '  ,? '//-

00 , SC0UT1P6 PARTIES LEFT IP  EIG HT 
DIR EOT I  O f 15 IP  SEARCH O F m F F F I.

THE O PE THAT W EPT EASTW ARD CAME 
A C R 055 A  LA K E .

T T W 5 A  H EAtfEPLy SPOT WHERE 5W APS, 
DUCKS A  PD CRAPES BATHED IP  THE

THE FO U R -TU SKED  ELEPHAPT, O P  HEAR/PO  THE PEW S, DECIDED TO 
LEAUE FO R THE LAKE ALOPG W ITH H IS  HERD.

AS THEELEPHAPTS CAME PEAR THE LAKE, THEY R AP TOWARDS LT ...



m  TRAMPLED UPON THE WARRER5 OF RABBITS

... PHD HETURHED, AFTER A  W HILE, 
TO THEIR PAR T O F THE FOREST

THE ELEPHAHTS BATHED l/Y  THE 
COOUHG W ATER5 O F THE LA K E ...

THE RABBITS, BADLY SHARER B Y  THE 
EVERT, HELD A  /YIEET/HG .

W 3 L J L k £ :  •S S 3 K



f t  R ABBIT NAM ED V IJA ^ WHO UUA5 CLEUER 
AND TACTFUL,  JO IN E D  THE M EETING.



V M M  LE FT THE L ftK E  f t  HD M OVED T 0W R D 5 THE
pnoP Q T

HEFO UHD THE 6REFT F0UR-TU5KER  
C O M m  ftLOHG H /5  P ftTH .

I  fY)U5T FIND A 7 
SAFE PLACE FROM 
WHERE TO INTRODUCE<



m a

WOE TOME! 
W/HAT 5H0ULDI 
DO TO SEEK HI5

THE MOON WILL 
WITHHOLD HI5 LIGHT 
AND COOLNE55 AND 
YOU AND YOUR HERD



VM M  TOOK THE GREAT TU5KER TO 
THE LA K E ...

ME MY

...A N D 5H 0H /E D H IM  THEORBOFTHE 
MOOR REFLECTED IN  THEJHEET OF 
W E CALM (HATER.

o n



WE ELEPHANT BENT H /5 HERD 
TOTHEGROUND-
''b  NOBLE SIR, PLEASE 
PLEAD TO TOUR LORD OH 

\  MY BEHALF FOR 
)R6ll/EHF55,

U>

WELL 5AID; 0  GREAT KING 
OF ELEPHANTS.THE 

MOOR 15 HAPPY TO 
FOR Gil/E YOU.

I  PROMISE REFER 
TO 1/I5IT THIS 

PLACE i 
\  AGAIN, y i

RELIEVED B V  THE IAJ0RD5 O F THE F lfld B IT , THE ELEPHANT RETURNED TO H /5  HERD 
RND THE H H BBIT5 REJO ICED TO SEE H /M  DEPART,

>ii'f

<H> "



THE LION,THE JACKAL 
AND THE DONKEY

IN  A JUNGLE LINED f)  LIO N  WHO HDD f t  JACKAL H 5 H I5  SERNRNT.

TZ*=---------

O N E D fly THE L/O N  HDD H FIG HT U//TH  
H N  ELEPHANT...

rH U 5 BOTH THE L/O N  AND THE



/  FRIEND, PLEASE \  
SEARCH FOR AN ANIMAL 

WHOM I  CAN KILL 
EVEN IN my PRESENT 

k CONDITION. a

THE J ftC K ftL  WENT / / !  5EHRCH 
O F H  BEH5T.

HE C ftM E  TO H U/LLftGE W HERE H E SHUT 
f t  DO HKEV N IB B LIN G  f t f  TH/H D R IED  -U P

6HH 5S.

OH, THAT'5 BECAU5E my
MASTER DRIVES ME WITH HE AW 

BURDEN OH MY BACK AND 
V ,  GII/E5 ME NOTHING TO EAT .

^  HELLO UNCLE 
HO W  IS IT THAT 

YOU HAVE GROWN SO 
WEAK SINCE I  5AW 

VOU 50/V1E T IM E  
^  BACK.



7  DON’T FEAR. I  KNOW/ TH E ^ 
5 POT SINCE LONG. NO ONE 
EVER COME5 THERE. BE5IDE5 
THERE ARE THREE YOUNG SHE 

Y D 0 N K E Y 5  LOOKING FOR . 
A M A TE . K ^

W E  MENTION O F GRASS AND THE5HE- 
DQNKEY5 EXCITED THE VILLAGEDONKEX\

lA/LLLj LET’S NOT IVA5TEX, 
ANY TIME. LEAD ME ' 

TO THE 5POT>

THE JACKAL TOOK THE DONKEY TO 
THE LION.

THE HOT, IA  H f5  HUNGER, HASTILY JUM PED  
UPON H IS  PR EY...

•50



...B U T  OVERSHOT THE 
DO NKEY.

THE D O N KEy RHN FOR H /5  
LIFE  T0UJHRD5 THE (//URGE.

- W/HATEl/ER 
HAPPENED 
TO/VIE?

/  IIA/A5 NOT READY 
WHEN you 

BROUGHT HIM. 
OTHERIA/I5E,NOT 

EVEN AN ELEPHANT 
V CAN ESCAPE MY 
\  5PRING. y

PLEA5E BE PREPARED 
NEXT TIME. FOR 
I  AM 601 NO TO , 

,  BRING HIM
B A C K - ^ f l

r  5H0ULD HE 
RETURN AFTER 

HI6 EXPERIENCE?

LEAVE THAT 
TOM E.



... AHD FOUHD HIM AT 
HU OLD PLACE.

THE JA C K A L  FO LLO W E D  TH E  
D O H K E y ’5  T R A C K ...

you s u r e  to o k
/TIE TO ft DICE

s p o t , i  m s
FORTUNATE TO 

ESC ftPE.TELL ME,
m o  m s  the
BEAST THAT 

JU M P E D

UNCLE, THAT M 5  ft 5 H E -  
DONKEy ID D I5 G U I5 E .U P O D  
EEING YOU, SHE EXPRESSED 
v HER LOUE FOR YOU. BUT )  
\  YOU GOT  FRIGHTENED/
t \ \ f t D D  r a h  m y .  /

OH ! ID LOUE, 
IS SHE ? THEN 
I  B E H ftl/E D  

BADLY.

SO PLEA5E 
RETURN, OR SHE 
WILL DIE PINING 

F O R  y o u .

WELL, LET'S GO 
QUICKLY.



... AND 7H/5 TIME THE LION DID HOT M /53 U W . THE 
DOHHEy HAD GIVEN IN  TO R FLRT7ERER ROD 60T  
INTO R SNARE,;
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*xv5 u u a i  iu i  w apapcis  m  Ind ia
R N. 32607/79— English

Sita shows you 
something of everything 

in India...
W e  a t S IT A  h a v e  b e en  d o in g  ju s t th a t  fo r  
o v e r  tw o  d e c a d e s . A n d  b e in g  th e  le ad in g  
tra v e l a g e n c y  in In d ia , o u r s e rv ic es  a re  
c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  b e s t a v a ila b le  
a n y w h e re  in th e  w o rld .
S IT A  w ill he lp  yo u  rig h t fro m  th e  m o m e n t  
yo u  to u c h -d o w n  a t an y  o n e  o f o u r  
in te rn a tio n a l a irp orts . B y b o o k in g  yo u r  
h o te l a c c o m m o d a tio n , c o n firm in g  y o u r  
air s e a ts  fo r tra v e l w ith in  In d ia . 
C o n d u c tin g  g u id e d  an d  p re -p la n n e d  
s ig h ts e e in g  trips , g ro u p  an d  In d iv id u a l 
it in e ra rie s . P ro v id in g  car h ire , tre k k in g , 
w ild - l i f e  p h o to  sa fa ris , s p ec ia l in te re s t  
to u rs , c o n fe re n c e  fa c ilit ie s ...e v e ry th in g  to  
m a k e  y o u r v is it tru ly  m e m o ra b le .

SITA -  takes India to the world. 
Brings the world to India.
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