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The early 18th century saw the northern kingdoms in India tom 
between warring factions. The Mughais were rulers merely in name. 
The Afghans made seasonal intrusions into India and plundered 
regions on the frontier. About this time the MaraUbas, too, were 
vying for sovereignty in the north. Inspite of the disbandment of the 
Sikhs after the Cruel execution of Banda Bahadur, Sikh warriors 
were arming themselves in greater numbers to wrest power from the 
Afghans.

During this turbulent period, a Sikh warrior, Jassa Singh 
Ahluwalia led the confederacy of various Sikh regiments, known as the 
Dal Khalsa, with visions of an independent Sikh state. His great 
military talent and political foresight, combined with his aspirations 
of forming a Sikh nation, endeared him to the fiery and able Sikh 
warriors; and so much so, that they came to rally in large numbers 
under his banner making a formidable array against their enemies.■ 3f.™ £

Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, born in a small village of Ahlu, came to 
be called ‘Badshah’, the King, by his followers. He did not crown 
himself king, but it is little known that his achievements paved the way 
for the emergence of an independent Sikh nation.
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JASSA SINGH AHLUWALIA
U pon  the d e ath  o f  sard ar  b a d r  in  /7S3, h /s  w ife
TOOK HER FIVE YEAR OLD SON, JASSA SINGH, TO GURU 
GOB/ND S/NGH’SWIDOW MATA FOR BLESSINGS.

YOUR SON IS DESTINED 
TO BE A GREAT MAN 

V  o n e  DAY.

JASSA SINGH AND HIS MOTHER STAVED AT HER 
BROTHER SARDAR BHAG S IN G H ’S HOUSE.

ONE DAY NAWAB KAPUR S/NGH, THE CHIEF OF 
FYZULPURIA M IS L ,PAID A VISIT TO THEIR HOUSE.
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HE FOUND JASSA’S MOTHER SINGING IN  PRAISE OF 
THE GURU AND PLATING THE RUBAB, WITH THE 
TOUNG BOY BY HER SIDE LISTENING ATTENTIVELY.

SHE INTERWEAVES 
FAITH WITH MELODY.

WELCOME, NAWAB 
SAHIB. WHAT 
HOSPITALITY CAN 
WE OFFER YOU

N0THIN6 MORE 
THAN WHAT 

I HAVE HEARD. 
YOUR SISTER IS 

A WOMAN OF 
TRUE FAITH. IS 

. THAT HER 
) CHILD ? /

YES. HE IS 
NAMED 

JASSA SIN6H

A CHILD 
OF SREAT 
, CHARM !

IT IS WELL, BROTHER, 
MATA SUNDARI HAD 

, INDEED ASKED ME 
\v TO MEET YOU.

SISTER, PLACE YOUR CHILD 
IN MY CARE. f PROMISE TO 
REAR HIM AS MY OWN AND 

L MAKE HIM A GENERAL a 
OF WORTH. S j\
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THUS NAWAB KAPUR S /N 6H , ONE OF THE ABLEST OF SIKH GENERALS, TOOK THE
YOUNG UASSA SINGH UNDER HIS GUARDIANSHIP, -

j JASSA GREW UP AMONGST 
| THE RUSTIC SIKH LA D S ...

W ITNESSING SWARTHY SIKH WA GOING INTO BATTLE,



NAWAB Kft PUR S/N6H  
HIMSELF TRAINED HIM  
TO WIELD THE

.THE BOW AND THE 
MATCHLOCK.

FRIENDS, TAKE A CLOD OF 
EARTH IN YOUR FISTS AND 

PLED6E THAT WE, WILL 
WREST OUR LANDS FROM^ 

\  THE in v a d e r !

IN  A FEW YEARS TIME THE LAD  
GREW TO BE A HANDSOME YOUNG 
M AN , kJASSA SINGH AHLUW AUA, 
WITH A LARGE NUMBER O F  
FOLLOWERS.
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IN THE TEAR 174-3
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'  SARDAR, ^  
DEWAN LAKH PAT 
RAI IS CARRYING 
A LAR6E TREASURE 
. _ TO LAHORE

'  WE NEED 
THAT MONEY 

FOR SUPPLIES 
AND MEN 

5 AGAINST THE 
INVADERS.

ACCOMPANIED BY A LARGE BODY OF NORSEMEN, S/NGH FELL UPON THE
CONVOY OF DEWAN LAKHPAT R A I,THE DEPUTY OF NAWAB ZAKAR/A KHAN OF  
LAHORE. I---------------------------------------------If/f.-------------------------------------------------------------------------

IN  THE SCUFFLE, THE DEWAN WAS KILLED

TOW



THE SIKHS CARRIED
AWAY THE LARGE BOOTY.

WHO IS 
THIS 

JASSA 
SINSH ?

A SIKH CHIEFTAN 
OPERATING IN THE 

REGION OF <Z 
JULLUNDUR YOURV 
k. MAJESTY. J T 1

SEND ORDERS TO 
APINA BEG KHAN 

TO CRUSH 
, THESE SIKH 

WARRIORS.

i n
AT LAHORE, THE VICEROY, NAWAB ZAKARIA KHAN WAS FURIOUS.
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THE GENERAL OF JULLUNDUR, BEG KHAN,
LEFT WITH HIS FORCES.

THE SIKHS GAVE BATTLE TO AD/NA BEG KHAN.

SARDAR, 
YOU MUST 
ESCAPE. .

NO. I CANNOT 
LEAVE THE 
BATTLEFIELD.

BUT WERE OUT-NUMBERED AND DEFEATED.

\ y - s K S j



NO, SARPAR, WE ARE 
LOSING. ESCAPE NOW 

v TO FIGHT AGAIN.

JASSA S/N SH  AHLUWAL/A THE BATTLEFIELD,

APINA BEG KHAN 
SHALL PAY FOR 

, THIS ONE PAY.

MANY SIKHS WERE TAKEN PRISONERS TO LAHORE WHERE 
THEY WERE EXECUTED AT NAKH*

LATER CALLED SHAHID



JFSSF SINGH m s  FURIOUS FT THE 
NEWS OF THESE EXECUTIONS.

I MUST VISIT AMRITSAR, 
BEFORE DECIDING UPON 
THE FUTURE COURSE OF 
V  ACTION.

IN ENTERIN6 THE Y 
HOLY CITY, WILL WE 
NOT PLAY INTO THE 

HANDS OF THE 
GOVERNOR SALABAT 

. KHAN ? a

I PROMISE THAT 
SALABAT KHAN’ S 
SWORD WILL LEAVE 
IT’ S SCABBARD FOR 

THE LAST TIME. „

THE S IK H S  STORMED F M R IT S F R



AND SALABAT KHAN WAS SLAIN IN  THE BATTLE

JASSA SINGH GOT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE REPAIRED

SARDAR, NAWAB KAPUR 
SINGH DESIRES

v. t o  s e e  y o u . y

THE GREAT NAWAB \ KAPUR S IN G H , JASSA GUARDIAN AND MENTOR.
WAS ON HIS DEATH BED. \------------ ------------- 7----------- ------------- -------------

JASSA, I AM PROUD OF 
YOU, AND SO W ILL 

EVERY SIKH BE. LEAD THE 
CONFEDERACY OF f l |  

(V  THE SIKHS. J H



IN  1753, AZIZ KHAN, THE COMMANDER OF THE LAHORE FORCES .MARCHED TO CRUSH



E ZIZ  K H E N  SUFFERED Ft BETTERING DEFEET.

TWO VEERS LETER, ED/NEBEG KHEN MERCHED WITH HIS SINGH.

THE OPPOSING FORCES 
N E T ET REDR.

■ - ' M m
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IN  1761, W HEN AHMAD ABDALt 
WAS OCCUPIED WITH A CAMPAIGN AT 
PANIPAT, JASSA SINGH ATTACKED 
SIRH/ND. I---------------------------------=77 a A

HE PLUNDERED DtALPUR

THE SIKHS OCCUPIED DOGAR AND NYPAL 
IN  THE FEROZEPUR DISTRICT, WHERE THEY 
BUILT FORTS. r~ F *---------- /  '[V V T ------------ ~T

r  s a r p a r ! N T  7 m l
KAPAR BAKSH KHAN \

IS C O L L E C T IN G ^  " ,
FORCES TO / WE ATTACK 1 

^  OPPOSE US. ( HIM BEFORE HE 
^ ------ - i d  IS PREPAREP.



THE SIKH 5CROSSED THE SUTLEJ.

.END CAPTURED JA SR AON AND KOT ISA KHAN 
FROM RADAR BAKSH KHAN.

GREAT IS THE FAVOUR OF 
THE GURU ! THE ENEMIES 
FLEE FROM U S! .

'  AND GREAT IS THE 
ARM OF JASSA! HOSHIAR- 

FUR,AMBALA,60VIND- 
WAL AND TARAN 

V  TARAN IS OURS! y

IN AHMAD SHAH CAMP

I HEAR THAT THE 
SIKHS AGAIN ATTACKED 

SIRHIND.

YOUR MAJE5TY, 
t h e ir  Ch ie f

JASSA SINGH IS 
CAUSING HAVOC 

IN OUR 
TERRITORY.



I SHALL NOT TOLERATE 
THIS ANY MORE. AN 
INVASION TO INDIA 
THIS TIME SHALL SEE 
AN END TO THESE 
SIKH ADVENTURERS.

FROM KABUL , AHMAD SHAH ABD AU  
LED A LARGE ARMV INTO IN D IA .

THE SIKHS RALLIED UNDER JASSA SINGH AHLUWALIA

THIS TIME WE GIVE ABDALI A TASTE 
OF OUR STRENGTH. WE MAY BE 

. OUT-NUMERED BUT NOT OUT-
MATCHED. _  ^BADSHAH 

JA55A 5IN6H 
v Kl JAI *

JASSA SINGH FOLLOWERS CALLED HIM BADSHAH

P \\lT
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IF ONLY ONCE WE DEFEAT 
AHMAD SHAH,THE AFGHANS 
MAY STOP THEIR INVASIONS 

.  INTO OUR COUNTRY r

<t>U

JASSA SINGH THE 
CONFEDERACY OF THE 
SIKHS.

A PITCHED BATTLE S FOUGHT 
AT &ARHALA*

+ SIKHS CALL IT



THE SIKHS COUNTERED
THE SEASONED ARMY 
OF THE AFGHANS WITH 

COURAGE. |---------- ------—

THE SIKHS SCATTERED.BUT THEY LOST AND JA SINGH RECEIVED 
A NUMBER OF WOUNDS. i--------------------------------

.. AND JASSA SINGH, WITH OTHER 
SIKH CHIEFS, HAD TO ESCAPE TO 
THE KANGRA H ILLS .

i  —





THE SIKHS PURSUED THE AFGHANS,
ALWAYS KEEPING IN  COVER.

THE AFGHANS SENSED THAT 
THEY WERE BEING FOLLOWED.



BUT WHY DON’ T 
THEY COME OUT IN 
THE OPEN ? THEY 
WOULD GET A 

LESSON. ^

BUT THE SIKHS LAY IN  W AIT FOR THE RIGHT MOMENT.

TONIGHT WE ATTACK.DURING 
THE BATTLE YOU FREE THE 

WOMEN CAPTIVE5 AND 
v  TAKE THEM TO SAFETY.

YES, SARDAR

THAT N- ATTACK.../



THE AFGHANS WERE
TAKEN BY SURPRISE

THE SIKHS RELEASED THE WOMEN PRISONERS

JASSA SINGH AND HIS MEN SCATTERED 
THE RETREATING AFG HANS...

. AND A LARGE BOOTY FELL 
INTO THEIR HANDS.



LIVE LONS 
BROTHER. 

YOU HAVE 
SAVED US 

FROM
DISHONOUR

M E N , ESCORT 
THESE WOMEN 
SAFE AND 
SOUND TO 

THEIR f\ 
HOMES. A

AFTER AHMAD SHAH’S RETURN, SINGH RALLIED THE
SIKHS OF THE RAMGARH/A AND THE KANH/A M ISLS.

WARRIORS, I PLAN 
TO TAKE OVER 
KASUR. WHAT DO 

YOU SAY ? >
BADSHAH, WE 
ARE WITH YOU

O JU Sn mih
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THE COMBINED SIKHS FORCES SACKED

,AND A U F KHAN ,THE PATH AN  
LEADER, WAS KILLED.

LET US NOT REST WITH MINOR 
VICTORIES. SIRHIND IS STILL A 
SORE SPOT. ARE YOU W ILLIN6 - 
TO MARCH TO THAT AFGHAN > 

n STRON6HOLD f  s \

POWN WITH 
ZEN KHAN! 
DEATH TO 

HIS DEPUTY 
LAXMI 

NARAIN!



THE SIKHS COLLECTED Ft LARGE AND JASSA SINGH
LE D  AN EXPEDITION TO S/RHIND.

JASSA S IN 0H , A BRASH 
ONE, SIR. WE HAVE 

PEFEATED THE SIKHS 
A NUMBER OF TIMES.

AT S IR H IN D , ZEN KHAN AT HIS

LAXMI NARAIN 
WHO IS THIS 
SIKH CHIEF?

BUT JASSA SIN6H 
IS A TERROR,

v I h e a r .

THEY COME TO TASTE 
DEFEAT ONCE MORE.





THE SIKHS RAZ
TO THE GROUND.

JA3SA SSN6H 
,, Kl JAi ! PAL KHALSA 

Kl FATEH !*

THE FALL OFSIRH/ND
SIKHS MASTERS OF A LARGE
TERRITORY IN  THE FRONTIER 
REGIONS OF

*  VICTORY TO THE S IK H  FORCES 27



f\TAMRITSAR, JASSA SINGH BUILT
THE AHLUWAUA BAZAAR *

JASSA SINGH LED H IS MEN  
flG f] IN  ST THE DELHI ARM Y...

NEW KATRA AHLUWAUA



THE SIKHS CAPTURED 
NA6AR AND ANUP SHAHR NEAR
DELHI, f

IN  1771 —

RAIKOT 15 STILL 
UNDER PATHAN 
RULE,THOUGH 
JOINTLY WITH 
THE RAJPUTS.

FOR YOUR ORDERS, 
SARDAR. >



A LARGE NUMBER OF POOR RECEIVED GIFTS
AND FOOD AS WELL FROM JA SINGH’S CAMP.

NO POII8T THAT HE 
WAS BLESSED BY 
..THE HOLY MATA 
U . ' SUNDARI.

HE IS GENEROUS 
AS HE IS 

. BRAVE. / ^ v .

RAE IBRAHIM BHATTI 
HAS STOPPED PAYING 
. TRIBUTE TO US.

YES, SARDAR, 
AND MAY 

NOT PAY US 
AT ALL.

TRIBUTES PROMISED 
MUST BE PAID AND 
IN TIME. I DON’T  
RESPECT THOSE WHO 
BREAK THEIR WORD.



J A S S A  SINGH ATTACKED 
KAPURTHALA.

RAP IBRAHIM BHATT! PUT UP A FEEBLE FRONT.

GLORY TO 
THE SIKHS!

PAL KHALSA 
Kl FATEH!

THE S/KHS MARCHED VICTORIOUS 
INTO KAPURTHALA.



JASSA SINGH AHLUWAL/A WAS THE FIRST TO PROCLAIM 
THE MILITARY RULE OF THE SIKHS. THOUGH HE WAS NO 
CROWNED K IN G , HE MADE BOLD TO STRIKE COINS IN  HIS 
NAME. AND UPON THE COINS OF THIS REDOUBTABLE 
WARRIOR, WHO WAS FILLED WITH VISIONS OF AN IDENTI­
FIABLE, INDEPENDENT SIKH STATE,RAN THE LEGEND 

"JASSA, THE KALAL* HAVING SEIZED THE COUNTRY
OF AHMAD, STRUCK COINS IN  THE WORLD THROUGH 
THE GRACE OF THE IMMORTAL

*  KALAL =  DISTILLER 3 2



Around the world with BOB!
Match birds with the places!

^  Guess where will you find these birds in large numbers?

Open a Minor's Savings Account.

Saving is a good habit.
Bank of Baroda
(A Government of India UndwiaKin^
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Sita shows you 
something of everything 

in India...
We at SITA have been doing just that for 
over two decades. And being the leading 
travel agency in India, our services are 
comparable to the best available 
anywhere in the world.
SITA will help you right from the moment 
you touch-down at any one of our 
international airports. By booking your 
hotel accommodation, confirming your 
air seats for travel within India. 
Conducting guided and pre-planned 
sightseeing trips, group and Individual 
itineraries. Providing car hire, trekking, 
wild-life photo safaris, special interest 
tours, conference facilities...everything to 
make your visit truly memorable.

SITA -  takes India to the world. 
Brings the world to India.

|L _(INDIA) PVT.LTD.,
F-12 Connaught Place 
New Delhi 
Tel : 43103

Agra, Bangalore, Varanasi, 
Calcutta, Hyderabad. M a d r l s


