                       
Jiva and the Senses #1PRIVATE 

Cast: Jiva, Devotee, False Ego, Mind, Intelligence, Touch, Smell, Sight, Sound, Taste and Girl with                perfume.

False Ego: 
Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am False Ego. False ego you say? I mean, really, just give me a chance to explain. Webster's Dictionary defines "ego" as "the person aware of himself," therefore I am the individual's misconception of himself. I am so powerful that virtually everyone in the world thinks of themselves in terms of their material body. They may say, "I am white," "I am black," "I am a woman," "I am a man," "I am young, old, American, Chinese, Jewish, Catholic, intelligent, simple-minded, beautiful, plain," on and on. There is a practically endless number of descriptions one can choose from to describe the self when asked "who are you?" Fact is that you and I are a spiritual soul and the body is compared to a chariot and the five senses are compared to the horses that pull the chariot. 

Intelligence:
 And I am supposed to control the reins of the  horses. I'm the living entities intelligence and my job is to control the senses as they pull the living entity seated in his chariot as he travels on his journey of life. 

Mind: 

I'm the Mind, also called the Sixth Sense. I cause the five Senses to accept or reject different stimuli in this world. Because I more or less control the Senses, I am compared to the reins. If I am not held in check by the Intelligence, then I rage out of control. If I am not controlled, then how can the Senses be controlled? They go mad  each of them running after some object to which they are attracted to. 

False Ego: 
Yes, if the mind and the senses are out of control and running wild, how can the soul, the passenger within the body, ever become peaceful and strive for higher goals such as self realization? 

Devotee: 

It is possible to control the mind, however. Although the body of every living entity houses a soul, the body of a human being possesses a better intelligence and thus human beings have the chance to take up God Consciousness. Therefore, in the human form, one should not allow his senses to run unrestricted like animals. Krsna says in the Bhagavad Gita that by constant practice and detachment one can rid himself of false ego. 

False Ego: 
I'm not going anywhere. Listen, I've studied our situation thoroughly and I have realized that you are this body and this body is you! 

Devotee:

In this play, we’re going to meet a person named Jiva. Jiva is a Sanskrit word for soul. Our friend Jiva will find out what a frustrating situation it is to be constantly pulled towards different objects by his senses. Fortunately for him, he comes in contact with the Bhagavad Gita and learns how to actively engage his senses in the yoga of devotion, and in this way bring them under control. Look, here comes Jiva, now!

Jiva: 

Ahhh, my friends! Just see, it's a beautiful day, the sun is shining, Im young and healthy and there are so many experiences to be enjoyed. A poet once said, "the world is so full of a number of things, I think we should all be as happy as kings!" Ah, let's see ... where to go? What to see? What to do? 

Smell: 

I know where to go! Just smell that Kentucky Fried Chicken! Just take a whiff! What do you say Tongue? Couldn't you just salivate? 

Taste: 

Wait! I want pizza! New York style pizza with the works! I can imagine it right now - hot and covered with dead flesh and pieces of fish and heaps of spices! This way, everybody! 

Jiva: 

Hey, wow you guys! I'm trying to quit that junk food stuff, you know! 

Smell: 

Shut up, Jiva, you'll do what you're told! 

Taste: 

Just follow me, Jiva. Have I ever led you wrong? 

Sound: 
Hey, Jiva! Listen to that beat! It's a Golden Oldie! This one's one of your favorites so kick back and enjoy! 

Jiva: 

I gotta go, I'm getting some chicken ...

Taste: 

I said pizza! 

Sound: 
Listen, Jiva! 

Touch: 
Do you see that cashmere sweater? Hey, are they soft or what? They feel so good and they're on sale today! Let's go get a couple of them! 

Jiva: 

But, I don't want to go now, I'm listening to this Dylan song. They're playing all the flashbacks tonight! 

Smell: 

Hey, did you smell that girl's perfume? 

Taste: 

You never got me my pizza! I want pizza! 

Jiva: 

You're being awfully pushy! 
Touch: 
Just listen to my dictates, Jiva. 
Smell: 

Follow me! 

Sound: 
I'll keep you happy! 

Taste: 

Satisfy your tongue, Jiva! 

Jiva: 

But, you're never satisfied! 

Taste: 

This time I will be, I promise! Follow me! 

Sight: 

Hold on, Jiva! Look at that movie line. Terminator 3  you didn't see it yet! Oh, Jiva, let's go see it ... this will make us happy! 

Senses: 
(Sing) You are our Jiva, our little Jiva, 



We'll make you happy, just wait and see! 



You'll never know, soul, how many pleasures 



You can have if you just follow me me me me.



No, me! 

Jiva: 

This is so frustrating. None of you are ever satisfied! I've been serving you every minute since the day I was born and you just get more demanding. I'm sick of chasing here and there according to what my senses dictate. I want some peace of mind! 

Devotee: 
Excuse me, is everything all right? 

False Ego: 
Tell her you're fine. You don't need whatever she's got. 

Intelligence: 
Wait, Jiva, she looks so peaceful! Maybe, she does have something worth looking at. Talk to her. 

False Ego: 
Jiva, she's weird, look how she's dressed. Can you imagine going out in public dressed like that? Tell her you're fine. 

Devotee: 
You look a little distressed. I thought I could help. 

Mind: 

Jiva, Jiva there's so much to do. We're late! No time! Hurry! 

Devotee:  
Sometimes, the living beings become tired of trying to enjoy this world. They become 


frustrated due to their mind ands senses being out of control. This literature holds the 


secret of controlling the mind and senses using a higher intelligence.

Mind: 

Jiva, we don't have time for this! Gotta go! Gotta do this, that and the other thing! 

Intelligence: (Pushes back Mind) Jiva, this would be very good

 


advice. Take the book.

Jiva:

(examines the book) This is very nice. I think it's what I've always wanted. But, my 


senses are very demanding . I don't know if I can control them. 

Devotee: 
The secret is to give the mind and senses something to do. The senses are active by 


nature and require some engagement. Just replace material engagement with work in 


spiritual engagement. Another name for this is devotional service to Krsna. Krsna is a 


name for God. 

Mind: 

Hey, we're going to miss the movie. It's Terminator 3, you know! And here's another 


news flash: you're getting hungry. Better pull over and fill up soon! 

Devotee: 

If the mind is out of control, then none of the senses can be beautiful. Let's get the mind engaged in chanting the Hare Krsna mantra. Man means mind and tra means to deliver from, so a mantra delivers one from material attachment and anxiety into spiritual realization. It's a whole meditation. In the beginning of the book it tells you how to do it. (Mind sits down and with the help of Intelligence, starts chanting.) Now, to Smell, we'll give this nice flower garland offered to the Deity in the Krsna temple. (Smell sits down, enjoying the garland’s fragrance.) For Tongue we have delicious foodstuffs that have been spiritualized by having been offered to Krsna. (Taste sits down to enjoy the taste of the sweetball.) 

Taste: 

(tasting sweetball) Wow! Jiva, good news! For once I'm satisfied! Really! 

Devotee: 
For Sight, we'll give this picture of Radha Krsna. 

Sight: 

So beautiful! I've never seen such beauty before! 

Touch and Sound: What about us? 

Devotee: 

Oh yes! For you we have the chanting of japa. In this age, the chanting of the transcendental sound vibration of the Hare Krsna mantra is the recommended means of attaining God Realization. You hold these beautiful beads and meditate on Krsna as you chant the mantra upon each bead. 

Touch and Sound: We can do that! 

Jiva: 

You know, I think this meeting is the best thing that has ever happened to us. 

Devotee: 
Oh, I am just trying to serve the mission of my guru who is serving the mission of his 


guru. If you like the process, then just go out and tell others about it and soon we can 


make the whole world God Conscious and auspicious. 

False Ego: 
Well, really, there you have it. This is just the kind of thing that happens when someone starts to realize tat they are not their body and mind but pure soul. Then they start to give up their false ego and engage in selfless service to Krsna. How can I allow this to happen? Why, I've started wars, I'm responsible for race riots. All types of hatred and discrimination and envy are caused by me. Why, what would the world be like without me? Can you imagine it? Let's just hope that this chanting of Hare Krsna does not spread! Oh no! Do you hear
that? I see a crowd of happy devotees coming in and they are singing the Hare Krsna mantra! (Kirtan party comes on, chanting, and engages the audience in a kirtan. A lecture may follow.)
