


OH NO! ONE OF !
THEM IS COMING
RIGHT TOWARDS ME!

HARE KRISHNA SIR!
MAY | INTEREST YOU
IiN SOME READING

MATERIALY

SAY1 WHERE DID
YOU GET THAT

FUNNY LOOKING
BAGTY

0, THIST ;
THAT WOULD BE | |
MY BEAD BAG.

.

YOUR WHAT BAGY




EAGH DAY | GHANT THE
HARE-KHRISHNA MANTHA
ON THESE BEADS:

HARE KRIGHNA HARE KRIGHNA
EHIZHNA KRIZHHMA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA

HAMA HAMA HARE HARE __,--'"__'-_-

MY BEALD BAG
IT3 WHEHRE | KEEF
BY JAPA MALA

ITS A ROSARY OF 108 BEADS
WHIGH | USE FOR MY MEDITATION
O THE HOLY MAME.

4 . IF YOU'D LIKE, | HAVE A PAMPHLET
! i THAT TELLS YOU ALL ABOUT IT.
L,-{l]'q HERE! WHY DON'T YOU HAVE ONE?
F 3

L Py B
i | YEA, YEA. THANKS.. |

I | WHATEVER GETS YOU
J:' /(1 ™\ | OFF MY BACK, BALDY .
f

T—

5 ITS A GOOD THING | GOT -
AWAY FROM THERE FAST.

o ']
! ! "HEAD BAG™ .. YEA, RIGHT .. i
| .

OH ELS HE WOULD HAVE
STRAPFED ORE OF THESE
BEAD BAGS ON ME..




AND THAT WEIRD PAMPHLET

HE GAVE ME.- "The transcendental vibration of
chanting the Hare-EKnshna Maha-
“GHANT AND BE HAPFY"™? | Mantra has the power to revive our
HOW CAN CHANTING spiritual consciousness.
MAKE ME HAPPY?
TRANSOENDENTAL | = o
VIBRATION? B —

"Our spminal consciousness
15 our ongmal state of bemng.
Faght now 1t 15 covered by the
matenal 1llnsion."

MATERIAL ILLUSION? WOULDN'T THAT BE
MY WHOLE EVERYDAY LIFEF DOES THIS
MEANS THEY WANT ME TO SHAVE MY

HEAD AMD BECOME A MONK TO GET RID
OF ALL THAT?

[ | ]
ISN'T CONSCIOUSMESS ABOUT
GETTIMG IN TUCH WITH REALITY?
A ! A
HOW REALISTIC GAN THEY GET
DAMCING IN THE STREETS WITH
THESE CLOTHES?

AND HOW DO | KMOW IF
THIS “CHANTING™ THING
REALLY WORKS?




HEY MAM! WHY DONT
YOU WATCGH WHERE

YOURE GDINGT

UHI SORRY!

LOORKRS LIKE | GOT A LITTLE
SPAGED OUT MYSELF-

THIS STUFF KINDA GOT INTO ME, HAY

S
%,
l". [ WELL.. ]
T % L .
JUSTALITTLE. |———
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1 1 - 1]
HERE THEY ARE. SAME TIME, SAME PLAGE
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WELL, | GUESS THEY DO PRACTIGE A LOT
WITH THEIR CHANTING AND ALL .. {

LA e

BUT ' NOT SAYING I'M CONVINCGED
THIS ACTUALLY WORKS

77 [«

HEY¥! HOW LONG HAVE
YOU BEEN STANDING
BEHIND ME?




I DON'T BELIVE IT1
I HAVEN'T SEEN ¥OU SINGE HIGHSGHOOL!
WHAT HAVE ¥OU BEEN UP TO?

WELL, I'VE BEEN AROUND. TRAVELED A LOT
AFTER GOLLEGE. I'M HOW A DEVELOPER AT =
A BIG SOFTWARE GOMPANY.

k@ﬁ

WoWw
BO0D0 FOR YOU, MANI
REALLYY

SAY, WHATS LUP WITH
THESE KRISHMA'S, HAY
PRETTY TALEMTED LITTLE
BAND THEY GOT THERE..

S

P —
M| BUT THAT.. |
THAT WOLLD MEAN YOURE

ONE OF THEM !/

HEY, WAIT A MINUTE!
| KHOAW WHAT IT IS YOURE [

HOLDIMG THERE!
L f

\ ITS ONE OF THOSE BUT HOW COULD
TBEAD BAGS™ THIS BEY

LY

AND YOUNVE JUST TOLD ME ¥OU WORK
FOR A BIG SOFTWARE COMPANY




—— - T —

I'VE STARTED ‘I'D SHOW INTEREST IN SFIHITIJALIT\" BACK IN COLLEGE.
| TRIED YOGQA, MEDITATION, READ ALL SORT OF NEW-AGE LITERATURE,
EASTERN FHILﬂEﬂFH"r e

r IT H.III'E ME MICE AND RELAX, | MIGHT EVEN SAY TAUGHT ME |
SOME VERY IMPORTANT LESS0ONS, BUT ¥YOU CANT SAY ITS
WHERE | FOUND WHAT | WAS LOOKING FOR.

L T S — e B g

THEMN | GAME ACROSS THIS BOOK GALLED "TI-E BHAGAVAD-GITA AS IT IS".

IT SEEMED TO PROPAGATE THE BENEFITS OF HARE-KRISHMNA CHANTING

ALL ALOMG THE WAY.
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AT (OSSR IRE S | KNOW ALL ABOUT MANTRA MEDITATION

ALREADY AND | COULDNT SEE WHY THIS
WOULD BE ANY DIFFERENT. BUT IT WAS.

80| STARTED CHANTING EVERY DAY
AND AFTER A WHILE GOT SOME BEADS
AND MADE ME A ROSARY TO KEEP
TRAGK.

] |
SOMETIMES, AT WORK, | JUST
GLOSE THE DOOR TO MY OFFICE
AND CHANT FOR A FEW MINUTS...

80 ITS A MEDTATION? THAT'S
WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT?

WELL, YEA. THAT WOULD BE
THE BASIC PRACTICE.




AND THE GUYS ON THE STREET,
SINGING AND DANGING?

DOING THEIR SERVICE, SPREADING
THE HOLLY MAME. THEY ARE
SERVING AT A TEMPFLE

AND THESE CLOTHES?
THE SHAVED HEADS?

ﬂF-I-ﬂGETIGS IN INDIA.

)

WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF HARE-KRISHNA?

IS IT INDIAT IS IT SOME SORT OF A 20TH
GENTURY “MEW-AGE" MOVEMENT?

W
THE SPREADING OF THE HARE-ERISHMA MANTRA
BY CONGREGATIONAL CHANTING STARTED IN
HAVADWIF INDIA IN THE 16TH CENTURY BY THE
VEDIG SCHOLAR CHAITANY A MAHAPRABHLU.

* | CHAITANYA WAS A SCHOLAR FROM
THE VEDIC BRANGH OF VAISHNAVISM.
AT THE AGE OF 24 HE TOOK THE VOW
OF SANYAS, A LIFE LONG VOW OF
RENUNGIATION, IN A GOAL TO SPREAD
THE HOLLY NAME.

/

HIS IDEA WAS TO TAKE THE SARITUAL PROGESS
FROM THE TEMPLES AND QUT OM THE STREETS
AND DISTRIBUTE THE HOLLY MAME OUT LOUD, 80
THAT ANYONE COULD HEAR AND CHANT IT.

il




LORD CHAITANYA AND HIS DEVOTEES TRAVELED THROUGH
TOWNS AND VILLAGES, SPREADING THE HOLLY NAME BY
CONGREGATIONAL CHANTING.

BETWEEN
CASTE OR CLASS AND EVEN BETWEEN HINDUS AND
MUSLIMS. THEIR VISION WAS THE SPREADING OF
THE HOLLY NAME THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

LIKE THOSE DEVOTEES IN THE STREET! | SEE! |
BUT WHAT IS THIS HOLLY NAME?

A MANTRA IS A TRANSCENDENTAL S0UND WHICH

HAS THE POWER TO ELEVATE LIS TO THE PLATFORM

OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. RE ESTABLISH OUR
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WiITH THE SUPREME OR GOD,
THE ALL PRESIDING ESSENCE WHICH IS ALS0 PRESENT
IN QUR HART.

MARE 1S THE DIVINE ENE
OF GODS LOVE

RAMA IS THE DIVINE ALL PROVIDING
EXPANSION OF GOD.

“ S0 G0D0 15 SOME B3 AND ALL PERVADING
T FORGE AND AT THE SAME TIME GOD IS LOVE.
l | GUESS | GAM AGREE WITH THAT.




RECEMTLY, WESTERNERS BEGAN TO SHOW INTEREST
IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF LORD CHAITANYA. IT WAS IN

FACT LORD CHAITANYAS WISH THAT THE HOLLY NAME
'WILL BE HEARD THROUGH EVERY TOWHN AND VILLAGE
IN THE WORLD.

| 1
PROPAGATING THE HOLLY HAME THROUGH WESTERN
COUNTRIES STARTED IN THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY
BY INDIAN SCHOLARS WHO REALIZED THAT THE FULL
IMPLEMENTATION OF LORD CHAITANYAS INSTRUGCTION
IS TO SPREAD HIS TEAGHINGS TO PEOPLE OF ALL

£

.ia ITS HOT A PRACTIGE DEFENDED OM
A CERTAIN RELIGION. IT'S UNIVERSAL!

GHREEDS AMD NATIOMALITIES.
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( ] S
e B 1 [
< S
f;’ | I h | II
| 8 |
o Hy

r _'_'_'__,—'-’r '\.x




S0 HOW DO 1 TOITY

WELL, SIMPLEY REPEATEDLY CHANT
THE HARE-KRISHNA MAHA MANTRA: | &

HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA

B A

TRY TO COMCENTRATE ON THE SOUND WHEN YOU DO
THIS MEDITATION. THE LORD AND HIS HAME ARE SAID
TO BE OME AND THE SAME. 50 WHEN YOU ATTENTIVELY |
GHANT THE HOLLY NAME, YOU'RE ACTUALLY MAKING A =, |
GCONNECTION WITH GOD, THAT SPIRITUAL BEING THAT IS |~
IN ALL THINGS AND YET ALSO MANIFEST ITSELF WITHIN
DOUR HEART TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIF WITH.

I |

THERE ARE ALSO SOME RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT
CAN HELP YOU FOCUS IF YOU CHOOSE TO PRACTICE OM
REGULAR BASIS.

] [
NO DRUGS, INGLUDING TOBACGO AND ALCOHOL,
SO THAT YOUR MIND WONT BE DISTURBED.
] [

NO MEAT EATING, SINGE IT'S INVOLVED WITH
VIOLENCE TOWARDS LIVING CREATURES.

11
| NO GAMBLING. NO PROMISCUDUS SEX.

IN OTHER WORDS, TRY TO LIVE A SUBTLE LIFESTYLE.
THIS GAN HELF ¥OU CONFRONT YOUR EVERY DAY LIFE
AND STILL BE FOGUSED.




I3 THAT IT? | ALWAYS THOUGHT HARE-KRISHNA

REQUIRES GIVING UP Y'OUR LIFE AND BEGOME A
BALD HEADED HERMIT OR SOMETHING.

0 = / |
% WELL, NOW YOU KNOW IT ISNT.
(e | HAVEN'T, SO IT PROBABLY
' DOESNT.

SPIRITUAL LIFE, AGCORDING TO THE HARE-KRISHNA
PHILOSOPHY IS NOT RENOUNGING YOUR EVERY DAY
LIFE, AS IN OTHER GOMMON PHILOSOPHIES.

) L Fal |
I DON'T DETACH MYSELF PHYSIGALLY FROM MY
JOB, FAMILY AND EVERY DAY LIFE. | SIMPLY TRY
TO DETACGH FROM THE MENTAL CONCEFTION THAT
PUTS ME RIGHT IN THE CENTER AMD TRY TO SEE
o MYSELF AS GOD'S SERVANT.

—_————
THE TEAGHINGS OF LORD KRSHA INSTRUGT YOU TO
DO ¥OUR DUTY PRESCRIBED BY FAMILY AND SOGIETY
WHILE SHOWING YOU HOW TO DEMCATE YOUR
ACTIONS TO A HIGHER PURPOSE




WHAT IF | PREFER A DIFFERENT L———
HAME OF GOD?

THEHN GHANT IT1

CHANT WHATEVER NAME
¥OU PREFER. GOD IS ONE
AMD HIS NAMES ARE MANY.

YOU KENOW, | ALWAYS THOUGHT ALL
THESE FEUDS BETWEEN DIFFERENT
RELIGHONS ARE SIMPLY OVER A NAME.
| MEAM, ITS SILLY ..

SPIRITUALITY IS ABOVE SECTARLANISM, RELIGION
AND NATIOMALITY. | THINK TRUE RELIGION SHOULD
BE ABOUT JUST BEING AWARE OF GOD IN ALL AND
ACCEPTING THAT GOD IS IN QUR HART AS WELL A3
IN THE HARTS OF EVERYONE

| MEAN, IF ¥OU ARE AWARE OF GODS
FRESENCE IN SOMEONE'S HART,
HOW CAN THERE BE A FELUD?




THERE'S JUST ONE THING:

HOW DO YOU KNOW THIS IS ALL TRUE? THAT L
IT REALLY WORKS? THAT ¥YOU HAVENT BEEM

DEFRAUDED?

)

vl

BT TS
[ WELL, | PRAGTIGE IT AND |
EXPERIENCE THE EFFECT MYSELF.
IT WORKS!

WELL, | HAVENT.. 80 -

HOW DO | KNOW?

L

'WELL, WHAT'S STOPFING YOU
FROM JUST TRYING?

-""""'
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| GONT KMNOW. | GUESS AT SOME LEVEL '
AFRAID THAT IF ILL TRY IT OUT SOMEOMNE
'WILL KIDMAP AND... LIKE... BRAINWASH ME
OF SOMETHING. IT'S SILLY, | KNOW ..

WHAT, LIKE A SCIENCE-FIGTION,
"'I:'-LWI{W{HH DORANGE" KIND OF
THINGT WHAT EVER GAVE YOU
THAT IDEA?

| GUESS IVE HEARD SOMEBODY
SAYING IT SOMETIME.

]




WELL THEN, NOW SOMEBCDY I3
TELLIRG YOU DTHERWISE! WHAT
STOPS YOU FROM SEEING FOR
YOURSELFY

THY IT FOR A DAY, A WEEK, TWO WEEKS ..
SEE FOH YOURSELF IF YOLU ARE 30
INTERESTED, JUST THY!

= e L
o v 2

HEY, LISTEN, | GOTTA GET BAGK TO WORK.

E-MAIL ME OR SOMETHING, OK?

Ok DUDE!
SEE YOU AROUND!
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KRISHMA KRISHNA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

T Al wIksE N
HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA
-_|I | TAFE
HARE RAMA HARE RARMA




Bhakta Umer is from Israel and a
devotee since the age of |7 years. He
is married and works in the graphic
department of a major daily in [srael.
He has created this comic as 3
service to Lord Krishna.
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