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KANNAGI, a gem o f a housewife, a paragon of chastity', 
has been immortalized in the pages o f S ILA P P A D I- 
K A A R A M , the famous Tamil epic of llango, the Chera 
prince-turned-ascetic. It is the story of a clash between 
three anklets; the anklet o f the home, the anklet o f the 
stage, and the anklet o f the palace.
An ill-fated housewife, KANNAGI loses her husband, 
KOVALAN, to  the art o f a dancer, MADHAVI, and finds him 
again only to  lose him to  the blind law o f a king. Her story is 
set in the three ancient cities o f South India— POOMPUHAR 
the Chola capital where she grew up; MADURAI the Pandya 
capital where she fell; and VAN J I the Chera capital which 
placed her on a pedestal.
The epic is a rich record of a great civilisation, vivid w ith  
descriptions o f edifices shrines, docks, market-places, 
squares, o f laws and rituals, of"Natya Shastra," (Science o f 
Dance), musicology and musical instruments o f the day. 
Known fo r its high dramatic content, S ILA P P A D IK A A R A M  
is a shining jewel in Tamil literature.
The memory o f llango and his immortal classic has recently 
been perpetuated by the Tamil Nadu Government by erect­
ing, at Kaveripattinam, a magnificent seven-story art gallery, 
SH appadikaaram  K a/aikoodam , in ancient Dravidian 
architectural style. The structure narrates the sto ry in stone 
carvings.

A M A R  C H ITR AK ATH A m eans go o d  reading. 
O ver 3 0 0  titles  are n ow  on sale.
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WNDSOME KOVALAN AND QUIET, CHARMIN6 KANNA6I, 
IF ft MERCHANT CLAN IN THE CHOLA K/N6DOM,
VERE MARRIED WITH POMP. AND CEREMONY.



" le t  u s  g o  t o  
MY GRAND­

PARENTS FIRST.
NOW S O ^ i  
AND SEEK 
THE BLESS­
INGS OF 
THE ELDERS.

DON’T  FOR6ET 
TO SPARE SOME 
TIME FOR YOUR 
FRIENDS, TOO. /

V)5 T H E  CO UP LE I f  I WISH YOU 
T A M E  O U T-  If OOV AND
| | | n B K ^ S S k PROSPE RITV.

Y SHALL I SU66EST 
A NAME FOR VOUR 

FIRST CHILD ?
I WOULDN’T 
{5LAME HIAA 
IF HE DID. a



NEXT D fty-
A5 YOU WISH, 

.M Y  LORD. .a nna s i, s h a l l  we 
AKE A WALK BY J  
THE RIVER?

HO, AS Y O U \
VI5H.THAT IS ' 

WHAT MATTERS.

MONTH LATER - NOW WE CAN BUY 
, THAT HOUSE BY 
L  THE RIVER! V

SANNA&I, LISTEN. 
[HAVE OUST CON- 
ILUDED A DEAL 
VORTH LAKHS /  
DF RUPEES.

XI HAVE 8ROU6HT ME 
JCK.SO YOU SHALL ^  
: THE MISTRES5 J fT  
■ THE NEW H0U5E. N F

/  DOES THAT ~  
MEAN WE HAVE 
TO LEAVE YOUR 

^  PARENTS ? i



thr.e e  her r s  l r t e r ,.d u r in g  th e  s p r in g  f e s t iv r l -
MADHAVI W ILL BE DflNCIN© 

L  TODAY. THEY 5 AY SHE /  
^ ^ ^ 1 6  BEAUTIFUL. /

CERTAINLY NOT 
AS BEAUTIFUL 
AS MY WIFE.



WHEN KOVfiLflN SfiW MftQHfiVI PERFORM - YES.SHE IS 
.8EAUTIFUL.

\H E HASN’T '  
TAKEN HIS 

.EYES OFF HER.

WHAT AN 
EXCELLENT 
DANCER!



YOUR PERFORMANCE WAS
EXCELLENT. PLEASE ACCEPT THIS 

MONEY AS A GIFT FROM THE STATE..

.AND MY EMERALD NECK­
LACE ASA PERSONAL 
Tin— TRI BUTE-vj

I AM HONOURED, 
.YOUR MAUESTY.

m  EXCITED 
KO /HLHN 
AND H QUIET 
K ftN N fl& l 
WENT HOME.

I CAN’ T FORGET 1  
) HER. I MUST |  
MEET HER ALONE. 1 
6UT HOW?WHERE?J



'  15 THAT ALL 
ONE NEED DO 
TO GET HER? 

J ’ LL BUY IT. /

BUY MADH AVI’S 
NECKLACE AND 
BECOME HER A 
LORCL r f  O l3 ^ i

HE NEXT D flY-

IkOONl.TAICE THI5 EMERALD 
[NECKLACE AND SELL IT *  
|TO THE HIGHEST •< —*
| BIDDER.ONLY HE 
(WOULD BE WORTHY 
I OF HAVIN6 MADHAVI.

Y LEAVE IT 
TO ME TO 

CHOOSE A 
HANDSOME 
RICH MAN. .



POOR KANNAGI, 
SHE 15 ALWAYS 
IN TEARS. >

HE. DOES NOT 
DESERVE SUCH 
A GOOD WIFE.

THE CAD HAS TAKEN ^  
AWAY ALL HER JEWELS 

AND MONEY, y

YOU MUST 
EAT SOME­
THING. YOU 
HAVE BEEN 
STARVING.

SEND HIM AWAY 
EVEN IF HE 
DOES.YOU ARE , 
TOO GOOD /  
FOR HIM .

r  FOR v y h o m ^  
SHOULD I LIVE? 
KOVALAN NEVER 

.C O M ES HERE, j



MV DAUGHTER,AREN’ 
VOU READV? THE 

CROWD OUT THERE 
IS SH0UTIN6 FOR VOU.

I AM IN NO 
MOOD TO 

DANCE. /
f)RS WENT 
IDHflVI, IMMERSED 
HER LOVE, NEtb- 
ZTED HER PROFEB-

/ mood  OR NO
I MOOD, VOU’LL 
L l HAVE TO. >

UTTERLY DISILLUSIONED KOVBLHN
w h lked  m n y  fr o m  her  fo r e ve r .

VE OH y, WHEN M fID H flV I 
IS  5IN 6IN 6 FOR KOVftLHN-

■ AM HERE AND HER 
KONG IS FOR A < 
Ra ig s ing  LOVER? )  
I s  SHE VEARNING )  
IFOR ANOTHER? y  i



MEANW HILE, O UTSIDE HIS HOUSE, HANNA 
WAS TALKING TO A  FR IE N D .-------------------

. DON’T PANIC. 
(TRUST IN 60DDE( 

RARVATI.SHE 
' w il l  PROTECT TO

I DREAMT THAT HE CAME \  
BACK TO ME.BUT...HE 
TOOK ME A WAV TO A NEW) 
LAND AND... AND THEN A

HANNAS/ RAN INDOORS AND 
WAITED FOR HER HUSBAND. AS 
SOON AS HE CAME IN  -  r /a  y
KANNA6I, I WAS 
A FOOL TO HAVE 
LEFT YOU.



MY LORD, I STILL HAVE ~  
MY ANKLETS-THE LAST 
OF MY JEWELS. WE CAN^ 

vS E L L  ONE OF T H E M ^fl
I NEED SOME V 
’ITAL TO 5TART, 
BUSINESS /  

AIN. .

IT WILL FETCH A BETTER. 
PRICE IN THE MARKETS . 

< OF MADURAI .LET US A  
<30 THERE. ^ 9

AS VOU WISH, 
MV LORD. VOU 
KNOW BEST. A



EARLY, THE NEXT MORNING,THEY GET OUT FOR MADURAI. TOWARDS EVEN/NQ-

'  HOW MUCH IHfl 
MADE YOU SUFF 

I AM SORRV 
.TERRIBLY 50  RR

r  I CAN’ T WALK Y 
ANY MORE, MY 
LORD. LET US REST 

^ F O R  A WHILE. /

HOW COULD I HAVE EVER 
FORSAKEN THIS GOOD WOW 
FOR THAT DANCER! AS SOON I 
I EARN SOME MONEY,

V  DON’T S A Y >  
THAT. YOU HAVE 
COME BACK TO 

ME. I AM HAPPY.
I EARN SOME MONEY,! SHALL 
MAKE AMENDS. SHE SHALL -  
NEVER KNOW PAIN A6AIN. /



THE NEXT MORNING

COME, KANN A0 I. THERE N 
15 Pi TEMPLE NEAR BV. LET 
U5  PRAV TO THE O O Q - ^  
DESS THERE.

15 THE AARATI 
OVER ?  .

MO, MOT VET. VOU 
ARE JU ST IM TIME.

SHE 5 EEMSTO 
BE UNDER Pi 
DIVIME TRANCE

THE CONCLUDING RITE IN RITUAL WORSHIP.
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MAKE SHE IS POINTING TO YOU.] 
—  —1 v I WONDER- WHAT SHE , 

IS ©OING TO SAY. A

kovalan and femme/ stepped forward 
OBEISANCE TO HER. SUDDENLY- |— ----------

p> YOU-ARE \J
' destinedto  be
A GODDESS IN 
THE LAND OF 
THE PANDYAS. -

KOVPLftN WPS HAPPY BUT KPNNPS/’S HEART WPS FILLED 
W/TH P v p e u e  DREPD. SEE REMEMBERED HER- DREPM. ^

MY LORD,I AM 
AFRAID OF THE 

FUTURE. <

W  BETTER. \  
(  CAYS LIE > 
AHEAD OF US. 
COME, LET US 

l HASTEN TO , 
L  MADURAI. /





POVALAN APPROACHED A. P/ND -LOOKING COUPLE.

YOU CAN TELL ME ALL 
ABOUT YOURSELF A  
TOMORROW. -
SO NOW M C - . .V 
AND REST. /T jlS f |? tL 7

THANK YOU, SIR. 
MY WIFE IS TIRED.



I’ LL BE BACIC 
SOON, KANNAGI.

■w oro fly - I HAVE SOME 
WORK- AT THE 

\  MARKET, 51R.
I’LL FINISH 

/ IT  AND GO. ,

) THAT’S TOUR. 
DRV. 60 TO 
IR KJN6. HE 
iLLHELP VOU.

I AM NERVOUST^? 
MV LORD(AND I 
FRIGHTENED. MRV, 
SOD BE WITH /  
v v o j .

GO STRAIGHT FOR TWO 
• MILES. THEN TURN TO 
f t  THE RIGHT AND VOU 
W WILL COME TO THE 
K  STREET WHERE THE 
^  GOLDSMITHS LIVE 

AND W O R K_^

R,CAN VOU TELL 
E WHERE I CAN 
JD A GOLDSMITH?

ZOVALAN BEQAN 
VALKIN6 IN THE 
IRECTION TOWARDS 
VHICH THE MAN
iAo pointed.



WHEN HE REACHED THE STR££T OF THE GOLDSMITHS- (
SIR, DO YOU KNOW ANYONE 
WHO WOULD LIKE TO BUY 

.JHIS flNKLET THAT MAN 
WOULD.HE IS 

THE QUEEN’S 
^GOLDSMITH.

I WOULD ’ 
LIKE TO 
SELL THIS 
ANKLET. .

IT’S EXACTLY LIKE THE QUEEN’S '  
ANKLET ! THE ONE MY WIFE HAS BEI 
YEARNING FOR.

BEAUTIFUL.

*  PLEASE^ 
WAIT HERE 
WHILE I
VALUE IT.

I’ LL GIVE THE \  
QUEEN’S ANKLET \  
TO MY WIFE...AND 
RETURN THIS ONE 
TO THE QUEEN, 
SAYING THAT THIS. 
STRANGER TRIED f  
TO STEAL IT. jS



I SUSPECT HIM OF 
STEALING THE QUEEIH’5 
ANKLET. I AM GOINS l  

TO THE KING,

MY LUCKY t g l  
i  STAR SHINES V  

TODAY. 6UT I’VE l  
SOLD MY SOUL TO 
THE DEVIL. SO S  

\  WHAT?



I BROUGHT BACK THE ANKLET BECAUSE.
IT WAS NOT SAFE IN MY HOUSE.A__A
THIEF TRIED TO STEAL IT BUT 

1 CAUSHT HIM
a K j& S E 5 ^ m t\ AND RE'  / /  "&P2&H M )S - - »  YJRIFVT I. 1;

'GOOD WORK. LET THE 
THIEF BE TAKEN

v  away a n d  beheaded.

ft LITTLE LftTER.- COME, YOU RASCAL 
YOU HAVE AN EYE 

v FOR THE BEST, 
A . DON’T YOU? y

IT’5 A PITY , 
THAT THE 

"ELLOW HAS 
TO DIE ✓ 

L W E LL ...!



j  ISN’ T HE '  
'  MADALAN’ S 

GUEST ?
I MUST GO 

iflIND TELLHI(V

IE mfiN RUSHED TO MfiDfiLfIN’S HOUSE -
DEAD? WHAT 
HAPPENED?

E WAS BEHEADED. THE 
ING’S ORDERS. HE 
tole the  q u e e n ’ s  y
NKLET. - —

THO.IT CANNOT 6E. POOR KANNA6L 
SHE HAS i 

^FAINTED. y



IF I AM A PURE WOMAN, 
MY HU5BAND WILL SPEAK 
TO ME WHEN HE SEES ML

AS/ SET DOWN NEER 7HE BODY.] SPEAK TO I 
L MV LORDSHE HAS WROUGHT, 

s A  M IR A C LE .^^g

LOOK THE ^  
SEVERED HEAD 
HAS JOINED 
THE BODV! /

KANNA6I,W HY DO YOU ) 
LOOK SO SAD ? YOU’ LL )  

V j o i n  m e  s o o N . y

KOVELEN 
SPOKE 
TO HER.

THEN HE DIED IN  HER ARMS.



■YOUR. KIN© IS A MURDERER-. 
. THIS ANKLET WILL PROVE 
V  KOVALAN’S INNOCENCE^

\£ C R O W D S  F O L L O W E D  K ft N N R Q I f l & .  
K O M R & E D  70W A R D 5  T H E  P fiL fiC E . A HER HUSBAND 

COULD NEVER 
BE A T hief. /

WHAT A NOBLE 
L W O M flN ! y

A y b k L i ~ y  v f y



m  LAST 5HE REACHED THE (bflTES OF THE PftLftCE.

% 0  AND TELL '/OUR. KINO 
THAT A WOMAN SEEKS 
JUSTICE. HER HUSBAND 

.HAS BEEN KILLED UNJUSTLY.

AS K ftN N fiQ ! STRODE FORWARD /VlENflCIN&L.'i-

CUR K IN6 HAS gfTHE WRATH OF 
k BLUNDERED, THE SODS WILL 
It& ifB innM  Bfe, Be o n  y o u .

WE WANT 
JUSTICE.



INNOCENT HUSBAND TRIED T O ^  
SELL PIN ANICLET.SOMEONE CALLED 
HIM A THIEF AND yOU,C> UNJUST J 

WITHOUT



THIEF’ S WIFE 
MV QUEEN*S ANKLET Hfl 

DIAMONDS 
INSIDE. HEM 

3 THE SECON 
OF THE PAlH

GOLD ANKLET WHICH 
PEARLS INSIDE.. ___

■ TOOK. THE FtNKLET FROM THE KING FIND BROKE 
THE DIRNIONDE LEY SCATTERED ON THE FLOOR.



IT HAVE I DONE ! I HAVE 
.ED ftfS INNOCENT ^  
s.icflN ato neJ g m m -

JERCOME 6Y MIS) S)EN5E OF 
11LT,THE KING FELL DEAD.

7 FOR. A CHASTE N. <£W 
WOMAN THERE 15 NO ) S  
LIFE AFTER THE 
DEATH OF HER HUSBAND.)
I WILL FOLLOW HIM. fflA

IF I AM THE CHASTE WIFE OF AN ):flNNfh3 /’5  FN6EH Wf)S>
INNOCENT MAN,LET THIS 

|  CURSED CITY BURN TO /  
1  ASHE5 IN THE 
l i  FLAME5 OF MY 
l» . WRATH. J ' /



$ R ® 3 * i



(50DD£SS> OF MflDURf)! CAME DOWN.

LISTEN TO ME, 
O KANNAGI. 
THE KIN© WAS 
NOT AT FAULT.

TIS YOUR. \  
56AND’S SIN 

4 A PREVIOUS 
TH THAT HAS 
iOU6HT ABOUT 
IIS trasedy !



OVflLftN Wf)5 ONE OF THE PfiNDYfl AMVS’S GOLD/E, 
BROUGHT ABOUT THE DEATH qf AN INNOCENT

IF I AM THE PURE WIFE OF AN 
INNOCENT MAN,YOU AND J 
SOUR. WIFE SHALL KNOW M 

\  THE PAIN THAT IS M  
NOW OURXk ^ I  ?■

K ftN N F l& l UNDERSTOOD.

W  BLESS US,
I  O GODDESS. > 
I RELEASE US 
FROM THE THROES 
OF THIS CURSE. /

A w  '

i \ \  (5x11 \






