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THIS STORY from the Puranas is about a powerful king named Chitraketu.
The king had no son, which made him very sad- One day a sage by the name
of Angira came to him. Angira noticed that something was troubling the king.
He asked Chitraketu what the matter was. The king said sorrowfully : Holy
one | The thought that | have no heir makes me unhappy. Pray tell me how I
can beget a son." The sage replied : "0 king, fate has fixed that you will have
no son- You should leave yourself to your fate-" When the king persisted in
having his wish fulfilled, the sage advised him to perform a yagna. But the
king's happiness, he warned, would be short-lived.

The yagna was performed and in proper time a son was born to the king
and his eldest queen. Both were very happy. But the sudden death of the
baby-prince ended their happiness.

How did the prince die and why? Who was he? What happened to the
king after his son's death? All these questions have been answered in this

story.
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ONCET HE

u
KingChitraketu 5+
A KING BY THE
NAME OF
CHITRAKETU. HE WAS BJUSTAND KIND. -
PEOPLE WERE VERY HAPPY DURING HIS REIGN.KIN6
CHTTRAKETUS HEART WAS, HOWEVER, FULL OF SORROW BECAUSE

NOSON WAS BORN TOHIM BY ANY OF HIS SEVERAL QUEENS.



as time passed, king

CHITPAKETU'S WORRY

INCREASED.HE WAS IN A
SAD PLIGHT.

YOU ARE A 6REAT KING.
YOU HAVE EVERYTHING.
LET ME KNOW WHAT MAKES
YOU SAD.

iQunrr

WHAT YOU SAY IS CORRECT,
MAHARALT. | POSSESS ALL
POWER AND WEALTH, BUT
WITHOUT A SON EVERYTHING
IS MEANINGLESS.

ONE DAY SAGE ANGIRA VISITED HIM.
IhE KING GAVE HIMA WARM

X AM EXTREMELY BUT, 0 KING, YOU
HAPPY TO SEE YOU. HAVE ASAD LC
| AM FORTUNATE IN ON YOUR

HAVING YOUR n FACE!

PRESENCE s*
ERE

THE SAGE STOOD THINKING.
KING CHITRAKETU -

MAHARAJ,TELL ME HOWI
CAN BEGET A SON .






SAGE ANGIRA ASKED THE KING TO PERFORM A KING

AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE YAQWVAf THE SAGE GAVE"PRASAD*( YA6NA



KING CHITRPKKETU GAVE /N COURSE OF TIME , QUEEN
TO HIS ELDEST QUEEN, KRITDEWTL. KRITDEWTI GAVE BIRTH TO A

AS SOON AS THE NEWS SPREAD. THE KING'S HAPPINESS KNEW
THE PEOPLE FELT NO BOUNDS

AHA | OUR KINS SO TO THE CITY
HAS BEEN AND ANNOUNCE BY
THE BEAT OF THE
DRUM THAT I WILL
GIVE ALMS TO THE

POOR AN£?-IHE
BRAHMINS.



THE KINGS ORDER WAS CARRIED OUT IMMEDIATHELY, LISTEN, O

—————————————————— CITIZENS | OUR
KING WILL GIVE ALMS TO THE
POOR AND THE BRAHMINS TO
CELEBRATE his son's birth.
HE WANTS YOU TO
ASSEMBLE AT THE PALACE
AND RECEIVE HANDSOME

OUR KING IS VERY DAL IS WHY TO HAVE A CHILD
. BEEN \Y BLESSING. V
N*"ANSWERER"



THB PALACEWAS DECORATED BEAUT/FULLY.THOUSANDS OF
PEOPLE ASSEMBLED IN THE COURTYARD OF THE PALACE.



BESIDES GOLD COINS, THE KIN6 SAVE COWS 7

K/N6 CHITRAHETU WAS SO MUCH
ATTACHED TO HIS SON THAT HE
STARTED SPENDING MOST OF
HIS TIME IN QUEEN KRITDEWT/S
PALACE, IGNORING ALL OTHER QUEENS.

HIS EVES mO HIS NOSE
ARE LIKE IS JUST LIKE

YOURS |

THE BRAHMINS.

OTHER QUEENS TO

YE BE IS
SPENDING MOST
OF HIS TIME

WITH

KRITDEWH.



AND JEALOUSY TURNED INTO SIN r THAT CHILD IS A
THORN IN OUR SIDE

HOWLONG WILL AS LONS AS
ATH6 CONTINUE ? THAT BOY IS WiISDH%LéLSIMGET
ALIVE. v :
A SIN THRIVES FAST. YES, THAT
IS A GOOD
BUT THE QUESTION HE CAN be IDEA .
IS HOW TO DO | FINISHED OFF BY
it. v GIVING HIM  j

XL POISONAT,



NOW THEY STARTED MAKING A PLAN
TO KILL THE PRINCE.

WHEN SHOULD Wi YES, THIS

<50 TO QUEEN
V KRITDEWTI'S

MATTER
. REQUIRES A

\% PALACE?" v AREFUL

and one day

OPPORTUNITY.

THE KINS
IS GOINS
HUNTING.

r~E MUST>
WAIT FOR THE

RIGHT
TIME.

they got the

THIS IS THE
BRIGHT TIME.

THEY KEPT WATCH ON THE
KING'S MOVEMENTS.

THE KING IS ALWAY.
INSIDE THE ;7 1T SEEMS

PALACE. that WE WILL
NOT GET AN
V OPPORTUNITY

n DONT DESPAIR:
THE KING WILL GO
OUT OF THE PALACE
SOME DAY.

AS SOON AS THE KING LEFT,
THEY DECIDED TO ACT.

WE SHOULD \

FINISH HIM OFF ) HE HAS

TODAY ITSELF J MADE

s AR LIFE
\—C A HELL.



THEMAID-SERVANTS AT THE
STOP THEM.

THEY WERE ALWAYS
JEALOUS OF THE
PRINCE. HOW/ COME
THEY ARE NOW KEEN/
TO SEE HIM * y

OF THE PALACE DID NOT
/ WE ARE YOOR \Y<

SERVANTS HOW
CAN WE STOP M
\ Y2 A

INSIDE, QUEEN KR.TDEW TI STOOD
SMILING AT THE PRINCE.

HOW HAPPY HOW UNHAPPY
, SHE IS | , WE ARE i
THIS IS THE
LAST DAY OF

HER
-"HAPPINESS! #

X WISH HE
COULD GROW
i UP FASTI



QUEEN KRITDEWT! GAVE THEM WARM WELCOME
T AMVERY GLAD

WE ARE SO
TO SEE you,

SORRY WE COULD
SISTERS. v NOT VISIT YOU
k, EARLIER! >

THE MOMENT THEY SAWTHE INFANT-PRINCE, THEY HAD A
|I_:ﬁ'?/lNDNESS FOR

_ I WISH r HAD
WHAT A LOVELY A SON LIKE
- BABY t uTHIS QNEii..

BUT THE ROOTS OF THE SIN HAD WRONG DOERS ALWAYS FIND
ALREADY

B —eoommeemeeeee ' THEIR OWN WAY.
mgMEi ; = m HE IS A CORSET SALMA, IT IS TIME

WE MUST NOT84 tO US. TO GIVE MILK TO
CARRIED AWAY J

THE PRINC

-BY SENTIMENTS/ Q RIC ME SOME
HOW TO
ive -
- POISON?

IF WE
POISON
THE
MILK



SfLM ft, TODAY, yES, TODAY WE THEEY ROISONED
WE WILL WARM UP )W ILL FEED HIM-

SOON AFTER HURRY UP
THE MILK TOR THIS WILL GIVE ORINKING THIS  LEST SOMEONE
' .US IMMENSE MILK, HE WILL SHOULD
1 JOV- _ 'V benomore. . . COME. >

/TTHEY WILL

/I (_FEED THE
/I (PRINCE WHY?

HOW NICE
You
ARE |
QUEEN KR{TDEWTI COULD NOT SEE THE MEDIED IMMEDIATELY
THROUGH THIS TERRIBLE CONSPIRACY. AFTER DRINKING THE
SHE THOUGHT THEY WERE DOING IT
OUT OF LOVE FOR THE PRINCE. MILK.

X WISH EACH OF
~r THEM HAD
A A
SON i



7ryeY FELT IT WOULD BE RISKY TO PROLONG THEIR STAY THERE

STAY FOR SOME
v TIME MORE.

NO~r< <4
'we would”
LIKE TO MAKE
. A MOVE, j
WHILE LEAVINGQUEEN UEEN KRITDEWTI
CHAMBER, THEY ALL FELT ?HOUGHT the PRINCE
VERY HAPPY. HAD FALLEN ASLEEP-
HOW
BLISSFULLY
HE IS

ASLEEPI



WHEN "THE

P FOR ft LONG

V SALMA, THE PRINCE
SHOULD HAVE GOT UP
BY NOW. WAKE HIM UP

V AND BRING HIM TO

me. >

YES,
MADAM

NO SOONER DID SALMA PICK

UP THE CHILD THAN HIS HEAD
ROLLED DOWN ON ONE SIDE.

OH ! WHAT HAS
mHAPPENED TO
H-IIM ? HE IS

> PERHAPS DEAD!

SALMA CRIED AND BROUGHT THE CHILD TO THE QUEEN I

HE IS DEAD |

NO, NO... WHAT
HAS HAPPENED

TO MY LITTLE
V DARLING?

QUEEN KRITDEWT/ WAILED AND HUGGED THE DEAD CHILD

'OH, MY LITTLE
DARLING ' HOW
WILL X LIVE

. without

VOu



ON  HISRETURN, RNGCHTRAKETU FOUND WIFE CLINGIN
THE CHILD AND WAILING. HE EXCLAIMED —

WHY ARE YOU _ NZ oh™ nTuttl”?
CRYING P WHAT DARLING HOW

V15 WY DARLING? HABAP B Dt



THE CONDITION OF
THE KING WHS

SO BADTHAT ME
FORGOT ELL ABOUT
HIS DUTIES
TOWARDS HIS
KINGDOM.

ONE DAY SAGE

ALL THESE WORLDLY
POSSESSIONS
ARE NOW

ANQ/RAAND SAGE NARADA VISITED F



WITHHIS YOGA POWER

WHO IS
SUMMONED THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER? WHO
INFANT-PRINCE ANMADE IT i1S SONf |
STAY IN MIDAIR. HE SAID TO L. AM NOT
' RE-ENTER YOUR m”n?'JEELAIoED
GIVE COMFORT M il anvone.
YOUR
MOTHER-
wjir AM X
?NOT YOUR
FATHER ?ARE
YOU NOT
SON

YES « WE WERE BOTH
KINGS IN OUR
PREVIOUS LIFE.IN
A BATTLE YOU
KILLED ME BY
CUTTING ME INTO
PIECES .THEN |
WAS BORN AS
YOUR SON. X

DIED IN
CHILDHOOD IN
ORDER TO

MAKE YOU
SUFFER.



KING CHITRfKBTU'S WIVES, WHO
HAD POISONED THE PRINCE,

COLLECTED THERE. THEY WERE
NOW REPENTING
DONE.

I F HAVE

COMMITTED A
GREAT

& SIN.

YOU WERE ALL >
ANTS IN YOUR
PREVIOUS LIFE.

| KILLED YOU BY
PUTTING WATER
INTO THE
ANTHILL. j

THEN DISAPPEARED.

THE SPIRIT~6P~THE PRINdE

SHOULD \
OT REPENT \
BECAUSE VOU >
HAVE ONLY TAKEN
REVENGE
ON ME.

"VVE HAVE
TAKEN
REVENGE.
HOW P

ALLtHTSPROVIDEDATOrO-F-
COMFORT TO KINS
CHITRAKETU



GE MRAD TAUGHTKING®®@

THE KING LEFT M/S KINGDOM
FORTHWITH, AND SET OUT FOR
THE FOREST.

I LACKED TRUE
KNOWLEDGE. |
HAD BEEN JTUST
WASTING MV
TIME IN RUNNING

ARLBRLBLY

THINGS.

LORD

VISHNU WILL

A ppear before you
AFTER YOU HAVE
.RECITED THIS MANTRA
\CONTINUOUSLY FOR

> SEVEN DAYS INTHE >
/>v SOUTUDES OF

! \THE FORESTED

prr c1

AND AT A FAR-OFF PLACE ON THE
BANK OF A RIVER AND UNDER

A TREE,HE STARTED RECITING THE
'MANTRA'TOLD BY SAGE NARADA.



AS  TOLDBY NARAD, EXACTLY ON THE

T. AM PLEASED
WITH YOUR TAPASYA.
ANYTHING YOU ASK
\FOR WILL BE

FROM NOW ONWARDS
YOU WILL. BE KNOWN
FOR YOUR WISDOM .__

AND AFTER GIVING A DIVINE.

VEHICLE TO THE KING ,GOD
VISHNU DISAPPEARED.

MY WORLDLY

POSSESSIONS

ARE IN PLENTY.

BLESS ME,SO

THAT | SHOULD
ALWAYS BE
DEVOTED TO

VOL)

RIDING IN THE DIVINE
VEHICLE KIN
LEFT FOR HIS KINGDOM



KING CHITRAKETU AND HISWIVES USED TO 60 FOR Rl

VEHICLE AHA t WHAT A WONDERFUL
Iffl  VEHICLE «

ONE DRY, THEY FLEW TO THE BRINGING THE DIVINE VEHICLE
NEAR THEM, KING

KAILASH MOUNTAIN WHERE LORD
SHIVA WAS PREACHING TO8HRI6U LAUGHED, AND SAID TO HIS
AND OTHER WIVES-—
RISH/S. HT*
f orusr SEE <IN
f SPITE OF 8EING
SO WISE, LORD
SHIVA HAS MADE
IPARVATI SIT ON
\ HIS LAP
"k SHAMELESSLY.



LORD SHIVA SAWHIM LAUGHING 8UT HE KEPT QUIET.

PARVATf CURSED THE KING GOT DOWN FROM
KING C H IT RAE THE DIVINE VEHICLE AND ROWED
BEFORE LORD SHNA AND
HE SAID—

|/ O MOTHER, X AM
n NOBODY to ghe
SERMONS TO THE GREAT
GOD. X DESERVE THE
PUNISHMENT.

\



IN OLD AGE, KING
CHITRAKETU RETIRED S
TO THE FOREST FOR

HIS SALVATION. HE
DEVOTED HIMSELF TO
WORSHIP AND
MEDITATION.

AFTER SOME TIME HE DIED
mooCQOo o

KING CHITRAKETU
ONCE INDRA SAID TO

VISHVARUPA ..

BY YOUR GRACE, pPLEASE DO IT.
| WANT TO NOTHING WILL
PERFORM A '9BSTRUCT YOUR

YAGNA. MY GOOD
WISHES ARE
WITH YOU.

ISBORNASA DEIVIOINI

AFTER SECURING PERMISSION
FROM VISHVARUPA, INDRA BEGAN
PREPARATIONS FOR THE YAGNA



THUS BECANNCRAS GREATYAGNA.WHEN"
‘AHOTHOFFERING), A DEMON WHISPERED INTO H/S EAR -—--

YOUR MOTHER IS A DEMONS
DAUGHTER. SO, IF YOU GIVE
ONE'AHUTI' IN THE NAME
OF THE DEMONS, WE A
WILL ALSO

BENEFIT. _

SO VISHVARUPA STARTED
GIVING ONE "AHUTI' ITHE NAME

OF THE DEMONS ALSO.



INDRA WAS SO ANGRY 'THAT HE CUT off ALL THE THREE HEAPS of V/SHVARUPA.

SHE BEGAN TO BRING
INTO BEING A GIANT ,
BY MEANS OFMANTRAS.
BUT, WHILE RECITING
THE MANTRAS, SHE
SAID BY MISTAKE: 'HE
SHOULD BE KILLED

BY INDRA INSTEAD OF
'HE SHOULD HILL
INDRA!

26



ON THE COMPLETION OF HAVANA'

A FIERCE AND POWERFUL DEMON
EMERGED FROM THE

FIRE. HE HAD A MACE IN ONE
HAND AND A SWORD IN THE
OTHER.

HE IS AS
r had -
IMAGINED >

TWASHTA NAMED HIM VRITASURA
THIS VRITASDR.A WAS IN FACT
KING CHITRAKETU IN

PREVIOUS LIFE. \

VRITASURA>
INDRA HAS
KILLED YOUR

BROTHER
VISHVAROPA...

THE DEMON GREW BI66ER

YOU HAVE TO #
AVENGE HIS
DEATH 8Y
KILLINS
INDRA .

LV

CERTAINLY 11
WIiLL WREAK
VENGEANCE

S nfdRA- A



/IRITASURA WENTTO

/IQOWAQK@@HALLE
JFELLOW,
O INDRA. YOU HAVE A APPEARS YOU
KILLED MY BROTHER, ,TOO WILL DIE
VISHVARUPAI HAVE
COME TO TARE

-v AT MY
X hands
REVENGE. vf

AFIERCE BATTLE TOOK PLACE
BETWEEN THE TWO

ELT ALARMED



vritasura
SWALLOWED ALL
THE WEAPONS
OF INDRA.WHEN
HE WAS A80UT
TO SWALLOW
INDRA AS WELL,

THE LATTER

FLED FROM

THE A

BATTLEFIELD. (SAI\/ECQ%ELF
> ONLY BY
VELEEING

000 'S FROM

INDRA APPROACHED LORD VISANU AND

.ENTREATED HIS HELP. 0O INDRA I NONE

O BAIKUNTHNATH »SAVE OF YOgR <
WEAPON

US FROM VRITASURA,
OTHERWISE HE wiLL CAN HARM
FINISH OFF BOTH X VRITASURA-
GODS AND HUMAN
beings.

GO TO RISHI DADHICHI AND ASK INDRA AND OTHER GODS WENT
FOR HIS BONES. ONLY WITH THE TO RISHI DA CHI.



fiEBAAHGE B £

ED H/S EYES, INDR.QEWaS | AVFORTUNATE
' THAT MY BODY
SOWED DOWN BEFORE HIM AND SAID - THAT MY'BODY
0 VENERABLE RISHI.WE A
HAYE COME TO BEG SOMEBODY..
\ FOR YOUR
v BONES. s

0 INDRA, THIS A
BODY IS MORTAL.
1 WILL RENOUNCE
IT IMMEDIATELY

FOR YOUR

BENEFIT. z"
YOUR SACRIFICE
vWILL BE
\ GREAT 1__

THE RISHI RENOUNCED HIS MORTAL FRAME
THROUGH THE POWER OF YOGA.

WITH THESE
BONES INDRA GOT
A WEAPON
PREPARED BV
VISHVAKARMA AND
WITH THAT WEAPON
AGAIN FOUGHT
AGAINST
VRITASURA.



INDRft'S POWER WPS NOW ffT rTS HEIGHT. MAW DEMONS WERE
SLAIN. OTHERS FLED FROM THE FIELD.

VRITASURft TRIED TO STOP THEM:

DONY run away like '
COWARDS. EVERYBODY
HAS TO DIE ONE DAY-
ONLY THE BRAVE DIE
ON THE BATTLEFIELD, y

BUT VRTTASURAS ADVICE HAD
NO EFFECT

AS A RESUUT, VRITASURA GAVE BATTLE TO
INPRA ALONE.
INDRA, YOUWILL NOT

v 60 ALIVE
TODAY. <

YOU WILL
y SOON KNOW
WHO DIES AND
WHO LIVES.



VRITASURA

NOW YOU CANNOT
SAVE
_ YOURSELFO* "

ATTACKEDINDRA FURIOUSLY W/Thf HIS TRID

AT THIS MOMENT INDRA FLUNGBHIS WEAPON
THE BONES OF DADH/CHI R/&HI.

AND VRITASURA WAS KILLED CHITRAKETU BECAME A

DEMON IN THIS LIFE
BECAUSE HE WAS
CURSED BY PARVATI.BUT
HIS SOUL FOUND PEACE
IN HEAVEN BECAUSE OF
HIS GOOD DEEDS IN

HIS PREVIOUS LIFE.
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