                Lord Jagannatha’s Mahaprasadam
Narrator:  This is the story of how Lord Jagannatha’s mahaprasadam came to be. A long time ago, the great sage Narada rendered very nice service to Goddess Laxmi. Being pleased by his devotion, Mother Laxmi asked him for a boon.

Mother Laxmi: My dear Narada, I am very pleased by your sincere service please ask me anything you desire and I will give it to you.

Narada: Oh gracious mother, I accept, but please promise me that you will give me whatever I ask.

Mother Laxmi: Of course, I promise, do not be afraid, please ask.

Narada: All right, dear mother, please give me some of Lord Narayan’s Mahaprasad.
Narrator: At this Mother Laxmi became devastated, covering her face with her hands, she appealed to Narada.

Mother Laxmi: Oh Narada, Please do not ask this of me. A few days ago, Lord Narayan told me to not give his food remnants to anyone. I cannot go against my husband’s order, please ask me something else.

Narada: Dear Mother Laxmi, you are the wife of Lord Narayan, surely you will be able to get some maha for me. You have promised to give me whatever I want so you cannot go against your word.

Mother Laxmi: All right, I will see what I can do, please come back another day.

Narrator: The next day Mother Laxmi carefully served her Husband. Although she lovingly and expertly served Lord Narayan His lunch, he could tell that she was upset. 

Lord Narayan: My dear Laxmi, why are you so sad? Please tell me what is the matter?

Narrator: Crying, Mother Laxmi told Lord Narayan the whole story.

Lord Narayan: All right, dear Laxmi, just this once you may take my remnants, but you must do it when I am not looking.

Narrator: Upon hearing this Mother Laxmi became joyful, and when Lord Narayan was looking another way, she quickly took His remnants away. Quickly she brought them to Narada Muni. As soon as Narada tasted the Mahaprasad of the Lord he went into ecstasy. He quickly finished all the prasadam then began dancing and chanting like a madman all over the universe. He was completely unaware of where he was or where he was going, and in this state he reached Mount Kilash, the abode of Lord Siva. Siva was surprised to see Narada Muni in such a state, and tried to pacify him.
Lord Siva: My dear Narada, I have never seen you like this before. You appear to be like a madman, chanting and dancing in ecstasy. What has happened to make you like this?

Narrator: Narada Muni then told Lord Siva all about receiving the Lord’s Maha.

Lord Siva: Oh Narada, You are the most fortunate person in the three worlds, but tell me. Did you save any Maha for me?

Narrator: Narada Muni became very morose and ashamed, looking down at his hands he found a small piece of prasadam stuck under his fingernail.

Narada: Oh Lord Siva, I do have some Maha for you! Here, please take it!

Narrator: Lord Siva took this Mahaprasadam, and as soon as he placed it into his mouth he also became lost in ecstasy, chanting and dancing like a madman. Lord Siva became so ecstatic, that he started dancing his dance of destruction. The whole universe started shaking and all the demigods became very afraid. Running to the Goddess Parvati, they begged her to please stop Lord Siva.

Parvati: My dear husband, what has caused you to dance in such a way. It is not time for the annilation of the universe yet, please tell me what has made you so happy.

Narrator: Lord Siva excitedly told her what he had received from Narada.
Parvati: That is wonderful! Have you saved anything for me?

Narrator: Lord Siva sadly told her that he had not saved anything. Hearing this Parvati became enraged. With her eyes blazing, she began scorching the entire universe.

Parvati: I am deprived of the Lord’s Mahaprasd!

Narrator: All the demigods rushed to Lord Narayan for help, and He approached Mother Parvati. As soon as Parvati saw Lord Narayan she offered her obesciances.

Lord Narayan: Oh Parvati, give up your anger. I will give you all the Maha Prasad that you want.

Paravati: My dear Supreme Lord, I will only be satisfied if you give your Maha to all my children, even the dogs. Let no one have to suffer from being deprived of your Mahaprasadam.

Lord Narayan: All right, because you desire it, I will come as Lord Jagannatha in Nilacaladham. There I will give out my Maha to everyone and anyone. You will reside there with me as Bimala devi, and my prasadam will be offered to you before it is distributed. Because Lord Siva did not share the Maha with you, he will remain in a temple outside My own.

Narrator: And to this day, Lord Jagannatha’s Mahaprasadam is being distributed constantly at the Jagannatha Puri temple. It is said that Lord Jagannatha’s Maha prasadam is so pure that a Brahman can eat it even if it falls from the mouth of a dog. It is never contaminated, and it delivers one from all sins simply upon tasting it. Jagannatha prasadam Ki Jai!!!!
