
The Appearance Of Lord VarahaPRIVATE 


from Srimad-Bhagavatam, Third Canto, Chapter 13


*    *    *    *    *

CAST:
Narrator, Marichi, Brahmana, Manu, Lord Brahma, Varuna, Commander, Hiranyaksha, Lord Varaha.

Narrator:
Many thousands of years ago, the light of the sun and moon suddenly became darkened, so all the demigods went, in great fear, to Lord Brahma and asked him to explain the cause of that darkness. Lord Brahma explained to them that, once upon a time, the four Kumaras wanted to visit the Supreme Lord Narayana in Vaikuntha, the spiritual world. These four Kumaras are great self-realized devotees and are the oldest of all living creatures, and yet by their mystic power they always appear to be small boys of five years old. When they tried to enter the gate of Vaikuntha, however, they were stopped by two gate-keepers named Jaya and Vijaya, who mistook them for ordinary small boys. The Kumaras become angry because they wanted very much to see Lord Narayana, and thus they cursed the doorkeepers. When the Lord heard of this, He approved this curse, for an offense to the lotus feet of a devotee is the greatest offense one can commit.





By the Lord's will, Jaya and Vijaya fell down from Vaikuntha and entered the womb of Diti, destined to be born as the two most powerful demons ever known  Hiranyakashipu and Hiranyaksha! These two demons were so powerful that even while they were in their mother's womb, the sun and moon become darkened by their prowess! And what to speak of other demigods, even Lord Indra, king of the heavens, hid in fear of them. But of the two demonic brothers, the demigods were especially afraid of Hiranyaksha, who traveled all over the universe challenging everyone, and destroying all who got in his way.


SCENE ONE

Outside the palace of Lord Brahma

(Marichi and other brahmanas discuss the catastrophe)

Marichi:

This demon, Hiranyaksha, is so powerful that even Lord Brahma is powerless to stop him!

Brahmana:
But something must be done to save the earth. This Hiranyaksha has extracted all the gold from the planet, and because of this the earth has fallen out of its orbit, plunging into the great body of water at the bottom of the universe!

Marichi:

Patience! Sri Manu has already gone to Lord Brahma with this problem. We must wait to hear what he has to say.

Brahmana:
Look, here they come now. (Lord Brahma and Sri Manu enter, conversing)

Manu:


So you see, my Lord, the earth is in a precarious position, and somehow it must be rescued. I am sure it can be done by your endeavor, and by the mercy of the Supreme Lord!

Brahma:

Yes, something must be done, but what can be done by we who are engaged in the matter of creation? It is best to let the Almighty Lord direct us. (suddenly, Lord Brahma becomes struck with wonder) Manu, did you see that? A small creature just flew out of my nostril! Look  there it is, up in the sky!

Manu:


It's getting bigger!

Brahma:

What in the three worlds is it? It looks like a great boar, but it is so beautiful!

Brahmana:
Yes, it is wonderful!

Marichi:

It must be a manifestation of the material energy...

Brahma:

No, surely this is an avatara of Lord Vishnu, come to save the earth from this catastrophe! (Varaha roars and everyone gasps. Brahma confirms:) Yes, it is the Supreme Lord Himself, appearing in the form of a wonderful boar!

Everyone:
Jai! All glories to Lord Boar! (Lord Varaha roars again) Jai! All glories to Lord Boar! Haribol! Haribol! (they bow down and offer their obeisances)

Narrator:

The fabulous creature was indeed an avatara of Vishnu, known as Lord Varaha, who had appeared in the form of a wonderful boar. The Supreme Lord is unlimited and transcendental, and therefore He can appear in any form He likes just for His pleasure pastimes. Before diving into the Garbhodaka ocean to save the earth. Lord Varaha flew into the sky, slashing the air with His tail, His hard hairs quivering and His very glance appearing luminous. As the Lord scattered the clouds with His hoofs and His glittering white tusks, all the residents of the upper planets praised the Lord by chanting Vedic hymns.

                    In reply, the Lord Boar roared tumultuously, enlivening the devotees and filling the demons with fear.

                    Meanwhile, the demon Hiranyaksha, having conquered space, was busy conquering the ocean. For years he smote the wind-tossed waves with his iron mace and struck terror into the hearts of all the aquatic creatures. Finally he approached Vibhavari, the capital of the watery kingdom, where Varuna, god of the ocean, resides.


SCENE TWO


In the palace of Varuna

(Varuna sits on his throne. His military commander enters in great anxiety)

Commander:
O Lord Varuna! The demon Hiranyaksha is now at our gates! O great god of the ocean, you are the mightiest of warriors, only you can stop this fiend!

Varuna:
No, not I! Hiranyaksha cannot be checked by any mortal creature in the universe!

Commander:
Then we are doomed!

Varuna:
Fear not, my friend! Have faith in the Supreme Lord  He will not leave us for lost!

(demonic roaring is heard from offstage. Commander runs in fear. Hiranyaksha enters, falls at Varuna's feet and challenges him mockingly)

Hiranyaksha:
O Varuna! You are the most powerful of rulers and have crushed the might of many arrogant warriors! O great lord, please fight with me!

Varuna:
(subduing his anger) My dear Hiranyaksha, I have grown too old for combat; besides, you are so powerful that there is no one in the three worlds who can challenge you!

Hiranyaksha:
(rising and moving towards Varuna) Yes! Ha ha ha!

Varuna:
No one, that is, except...

Hiranyaksha:
(stopping in his tracks) Yes?

Varuna:
Lord Vishnu!

Hiranyaksha:
Lord who? Ha ha ha!

Varuna:
You laugh too soon, Hiranyaksha... Lord Vishnu has already appeared within this universe for your destruction. Upon reaching Him, your pride will be smashed and you will lie down on the field of battle, surrounded by dogs and vultures!

Hiranyaksha:
(curling up with laughter) O Varuna, you jest with me! Ha ha ha! Don't you know? No one can kill me. I am immortal! Ha ha ha ha! Where is this Lord Vishnu? (spits) I will kill Him! (he exits, roaring madly)
Narrator:
Lord Varaha had penetrated the Garbhodaka ocean with His hoofs, which were like sharpened arrows, and He had found out the limits of that ocean, although it was unlimited. Seeing the earth lying as it was in the beginning of creation, and picking it up very gently on His tusks, Lord Boar took it out of the water and flew into space. Meanwhile, the demon Hiranyaksha searched everywhere for the whereabouts of Lord Varaha, for out of belligerent madness he wished to challenge the Lord in battle.


SCENE THREE


By the Garbhodaka Ocean

Hiranyaksha:
Where is this Lord Vishnu? (hears the sound of Lord Varaha's voice. Looks into the sky) Oh, here He is - an amphibious beast! You big foolish animal, today I shall enliven my kinsmen by killing You! Ha ha ha ha! Do You hear me? When Your skull is smashed by my mace, the sages and devotees who engage in Your devotional service will cease to exist! Ha ha ha ha! (Lord Varaha roars again and then appears on stage)

Varaha:
Indeed, we are creatures of the jungle, and we enjoy searching after dogs like you. One who is free from material entanglement does not fear insults of the kind in which you are indulging, because you are bound by the laws of death! Now give up your nonsensical talk! You are supposed to be the commander of many soldiers, so now you better take prompt steps to overthrow Me!

Narrator:
(continues narration as they act it out) Hiranyaksha trembles with rage, and hissing indignantly he deals a blow with his mace, but Lord Varaha moves slightly and dodges the blow. Hiranyaksha begins to brandish his mace around, but Lord Varaha strikes him to the right of his brow. The demon, however, protects himself by a maneuver of his own mace. In this way, the demon and the Lord begin striking each other angrily. At this point, the demigods appear in the sky and view the battle from their flower airplanes. The Lord aims His mace at Hiranyaksha, but His mace is struck by the demon and slips from His hand. The demigods cry out in alarm, but the demon does not strike the Lord because He is unarmed. Lord Varaha becomes even angrier because of this and invokes His Sudarshana disc as the demigods cheer. Hiranyaksha begins to hiss like a serpent.

Hiranyaksha: (shouts) You are slain!

Narrator:   He aims his mace at the Lord, who playfully knocks it down with His left foot. 

Varaha:      Take up your weapon and try again!

Narrator:   
The demon picks up his mace and hurls it at the Lord, roaring loudly. The Lord then catches it with ease and offers it back to the demon. Hiranyaksha, feeling humiliated, takes a trident and hurls it at the Lord, who tears it apart with His Sudarshana disc. The demon, enraged, roars loudly and strikes his hard fist against the Lord's chest and disappears. Then he begins to employ many magic tricks against the Lord - fierce winds, hailstorms, volleys of stones, rains of puss, blood, bones and stool. The Lord however dispels all this with His disc. Hiranyaksha appears again, and from behind tries to crush the Lord with his arms, but the Lord slips out of his arms. Hiranyaksha then begins to strike the Lord with his fists, but the Lord then slaps him indifferently at the base of the ear. Hiranyaksha begins to wheel, eyeballs bulging, and with his arms and legs broken, he falls down dead.

Demigods:
Jai! Jai! All glories to Lord Varaha! (Lord Varaha roars and walks off stage, victoriously)

Brahma:
Oh, what a blessed death! To die by the lotus hand of the Supreme Lord Himself... All glories to Lord Varaha who has assumed the form of a boar to save the world! This demon was a torment to the three worlds, but he has been slain by You so that we may live peacefully in devotion to Your lotus feet. Lord Varaha ki Jai! Lord Varaha ki Jai! Lord Varaha ki Jai! (kirtan)








