
Maharaja Pariksit Cursed By A Brahmana BoyPRIVATE 


from Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto One, Chapters 18 & 19


*    *    *    *    *

CAST:
Suta Goswami (the Narrator), Maharaja Pariksit, Shamika Rishi, Shringi, Shringi's Friend, Messenger, Sages, Shukadeva Goswami.


SCENE ONE

In the Hermitage

Suta:


Once upon a time, Maharaja Pariksit, while engaged in hunting in the forest with bow and arrows, became extremely fatigued, hungry and thirsty. While searching for a reservoir of water, he entered the hermitage of the well-known sage, Shamika Rishi, and saw the sage sitting quietly with closed eyes.

Pariksit:
   O Sage, give me water. I am thirsty! What is this! This so-called sage does not offer me a seat! No water? No welcome? He neglects me because he thinks I am a lower caste kshatriya; thus he feigns trance! (picks up dead snake and garlands Shamika Rishi) Therefore, I garland you, O Sage! (Pariksit leaves)

Suta:


Upon returning home, Pariksit Maharaja began to wonder if he had acted too harshly. Perhaps, he was actually deep in meditation, he thought. Meanwhile, the young son of Shamika Rishi named Shringi heard of the incident while he was playing with his friends. (two children come out, playing with a ball)

2nd Child:
Shringi, go home quickly! The king has insulted your father by garlanding him with a dead snake while he was meditating!

Shringi:

  Just see the behavior of the king, who by caste is just like a crow or watchdog! He commits offenses against his own master! On what grounds can dogs enter the house of the master and expect to dine on the same plate? This is all due to the departure of Lord Krishna. These upstarts have now flourished, and I myself shall take up this matter and punish them! Just witness my power! Touching the holy river Kaushika, I pronounce this curse: On the seventh day from today, a snake-bird will bite the most wretched Maharaja Pariksit because of his insulting my father!

(Shringi goes home, sees his father and begins to cry. Shamika Rishi opens his eyes and throws the snake garland on the ground)

Shamika:
My dear son, why are you crying? Has someone harmed you?

Shringi:

  Maharaja Pariksit has offended you by placing a dead snake on you as a garland. Therefore, I have cursed him to die in seven days!

Shamika:
Alas! What a great sinful act you have performed! You have awarded heavy punishment for an insignificant offense. My dear boy, you are immature and therefore have no knowledge that the king, who is the best of human beings, is as good as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. When the king is absent, then the world becomes filled with rogues and thieves and the poor citizens become victimized. People will be killed and injured; animals and women will be abducted, and for all these sins we shall be responsible. Emperor Pariksit is faultless because he is a first-class devotee of the Lord. He does not at all deserve to be cursed. O all pervading Supreme Person, please pardon the behavior of my immature son.


SCENE TWO


In the Palace

Pariksit:
   I acted rudely at the hermitage of that sage. I was fatigued and troubled by hunger and thirst, thus I was forgetting my actual position. I have neglected the injunctions of the Supreme Lord, and thus I must expect some punishment in the near future. Let the calamity come now so that I may be free from the sinful reaction and not commit such an offense again. I am certainly uncivilized and sinful. Let my opulence burn up immediately by the fire of the brahmana's wrath!

Messenger:
   Your Majesty, the sages say that you have been cursed by the son of a sage to die in seven days!

Pariksit:
   This is not bad news. I am fortunate to have the opportunity to prepare myself for death. I shall become indifferent toward all worldly things and concentrate my mind in Krishna Consciousness. I shall go to the banks of the Ganges river and I shall fast until death.

(Pariksit takes off his crown and jewels. He goes to the far side of the stage and sits for meditation. Many sages enter, one at a time, and sit with Maharaja Pariksit)

Pariksit:
I have decided to fast until death. The Lord has come, out of His causeless mercy, appearing before me in the form of a brahmana's curse. Let the snake-bird, or whatever magical thing the brahmana created, bite me at once. I am not afraid. My only desire is that all of you continue singing the pastimes of Lord Vishnu. If I take birth again in this material world, then grant that I may have devotion to Lord Krishna, association with His devotees and friendly relations with all living beings.

Sage:
We shall all stay here until Maharaja Pariksit returns to Godhead!

Sages together:
Jai! All Glories to Sri Krishna! (Shukadeva Goswami enters, and Pariksit offers obeisances. All offer respects with folded hands. Some indicate that he should take the highest seat as the most respected sage in the assembly)

Pariksit:
O Shukadeva Goswami, son of Srila Vyasadeva, you are the Spiritual Master of great sages and devotees. I therefore beg you to tell me the way of perfection for all people, especially for those who are about to die. Please let me know what a man should hear, chant, remember and worship, and also what he should not do.

Shukadeva:
  My dear King, your question is glorious because it is beneficial to all kinds of people. The answer to this question is the prime subject matter for hearing. The gross materialists are blind to the Absolute Truth. They spend their days making money and waste their nights by sleeping and sex indulgence. They do not inquire about Krishna Consciousness because they are too attached to the fallible soldiers of wife, children and their own body. Yet, they do not see that their own death is coming, although they have seen that all their friends and relatives have passed away. O King, one who desires to be free from all miseries must hear about, glorify, and also remember Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The highest perfection of human life is to remember Krishna at the time of death. Therefore, I shall narrate the Srimad-Bhagavatam, which is the sound incarnation of the Lord. The Srimad-Bhagavatam is that very means of conquest which will enable you to cross over the insurmountable ocean of birth and death.

Suta:


Shukadeva Goswami spoke the history of the Supreme Lord Krishna and His devotees continually for seven days, and Pariksit heard it with rapt attention. Thus Maharaja Pariksit became purified and passed from this world in full Krishna Consciousness. Devotees around the world study this conversation daily. We hope that you have enjoyed our play today and that you will join us for the Srimad-Bhagavatam class in the temple, as often as you are able. Thank You.


The End








