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THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO, A/ft LA RULED OVER THE K/NGDOM 
OF/V/SHfiDA. HE 14//)S' GENEROUS AND NOBLE AND WAS LOVED &y 

HIS SUBJECTS. BUT HE 14/AS ALINA VS SAD. H(S FATHER HAD GONE TO 
A FOREST TO SPEND THE LAST YEARS OF HIS LIFE.



A//)LA’S COUS/N; PUSHKARA, E/VWED H/M U/S FAME.

fVALA m S  LONELY A W  WANDERED EMM PLACE TO PLACE. O/VE DAY-
~ r



HE CAUGHT THE SWANBV ITS LEG. THE 
BIRO CRIED Ot/TIA/P/)/M THE OTHER 
SWANS LOOKED HELPLESSV ON..



THE SWAN CONSOLED MS WA/U/VG 
MATES. „___

DONE. '

I HAVE TO GO WITH 
THE KING TO KEEP 

A PROMISE I 
MADE IN MY LAST 
BIRTH. I SHALL 
RETURN THE 
MOMENT MY 
WORK IS

\n ala  b r o u g h t  L
THE SWAN TO' ”  
H/S PALACE.
OWE DAY-

{ ONCE MARA DA SPOKE T O  
M E  A B O U T  D A M A Y A N T l, 

T H E  C H A R M IN G  
DAUGHTER O F  K ING  
BHEEMA O F KUNDANPUR. 
AND I DECIDED T H E N  
AMD THERE TO M A R R Y  
HER AND N O  ONE ELSE.





ENTER/MG THE ROYAL GARDEN,
IT  BEGAN CHANTING NALA’S NAME. 
OAMAYAA/T! LOOKED UP.

AH! 
WHAT A 

DEAR SWAN! 
IF ONLY 

COUUD
U Z iW C  I T  I



I HAVE 
KEPT MY 
PROMISE. 
LET ME 

NOW GO 
BACK TO 
MY COM­
PANIONS.

I WILL MISS 
YOU MY 

FRIENP, BUT
I PON’T WANT 
TO KEEP YOU 
AWAY FROM 

YOUR 
FRIENDS.

THE SWAN SPORE OE NALA 
AND PR A/SEP  / W  H/GHLY.

[  KIN6 NALA MUST BE A 
WONDERFUL MAN! I’LL MARRY 

HIM AND NONE OTHER.

THE SWAN RETURNED TO NALA

I HAVE 
PONE M Y  

fJOB, O KING!
PAMAYANTI 

W ILL  MARRY 
ONLY YOU.



PRINCES FROM FAR AND NEAR HAD GATHERED IN  THE StAJAYAM- 
l/ARA HALL. DAMAYA A/T/ ENTERED W ITH THE G f\R Lf\ND . 
THE PRINCES WERE RESTLESS. LITTLE DID THEY KNOt/J THAT 
DAMAVAAITI'S GARLAND WAS M EANT ONLY FOR N ALA.



NALA BROUGHT DAMAYANT/ TO 
H/S PALACE PEOPLE  ̂ YOL/NG 
AND OLD, DANCED IA//TH JOY.



I AM TIRED OF 
LIFE AND HAVE COME 
BACK TO ENJOY THE 
PLEASURES OF THE 
CITY ONCE AGAIN.
YOU ARE 
WELCOME 

HERE.

l l M i
PUSHKARA. THIS PALACE 
IS BEING BUILT FOR YOU. 

*****

A/ALA TRIED HtS BEST TO 
KEEP H/S COL/S//V HAPPY.

PUSHKARA INU/TED A/ALA TO GAMBLE 
IA//TH H/M /VOW A/VD A6A//V.



BUT NALA KEPT 0/V LOS/NG.
NOW FOR THE LAST 
ROUND. THE WINNER 
GETS THE CROWN AND 
THE LOSER SPENDS 
THREE YEARS IN THE 

FOREST-

THE D/CE WERE CAST.

11 HAVE WON! HA...'
HA...hA...!|

NALA GAVE UP THE K/NGDOM. DAMAYANT/ SEA/T THE CHILDREN TO 
HER PARENTS AND W ENT 
AWAY CV/TH NALA.

W .

I l| III



THEY WANDERED IN  THE FOREST' 
WITHOUT FOOD AND WATER.

ASHE LEANED FORWARD, THE 
BIRDS FLEW AWAY W TH THE 
GARMENT- A/ALA'S O/VLY 
BEL 0N 6//V 6! n





AT N/GHT THEY SLEPT ON THE BARE 6ROUNO COVERED BY 
DAMAYANTFS SARI.

EARLY NEXT MORN/NG, WHEN NALA WOKE UP, HE TORE A P/ECE 
FROM DAMAYANTFS SAR/. WRAPP/NG H/MSELF /N  /T, HE QUIETLY 
WALKED AWAY.

r  * k  1



HE WALKEV FOP A L0N6 T/ME. 
SUDDENLY-

/V/9LA JUMPED //VTO THE E/PE.





N A tA J o H , N A M /

WHERE HAS 
MALA GONE? 

WHY HAS HE 
LEFT ME ALONE 
IN THE FOREST?

M fM lA /m E  DAMAY/l/VT/ (A/OXE (/P. W

DAMAVANT! ASKED THE AN/MALS 
AND 6 /FDS.

O JUMPING
DEER

O L ITTLE  
SPARROW  
HAVE YOU
SEEM MY

MALA?

DAMAYANT/ WANDERED //V  
THE FOREST CRV/N6  FOR MALA.

A DEADLy PYTHON SAW DAM A -  
YANT/ AND OPENED /TS JAIA/S.



THE/V
WHO ARE YOU?

A GODDESS? 
A HEAVENLY 

DAMSEL? 
MARRY ME!

OH. MY MISFORTUNE!
I WISH THE PYTHON 

HAD KILLED ME...! 
STAy where you 
ARE. IF YOU TAKE 

ONE STEP FURTHER, 
YOU WILL BE BURNT.

SUDDENLY A  HUNTERS ARROW 
H /T AND K/LLED THE PYTHON

/T  CAUGHT DAMAYANT/*S LEG.



STUMBLING AND FALL/NG, DAM/) - 
YA//T/ REACHED THE R/IYER BANK. 
THERE SHE /WET A GROUP OF 
TRADERS.

.I11 0 3  
ON TRADf 
CAN YOU
GIVE ME U/Hn,q
NEWS WHO s
ABOUT 
N /4 L A ?

BY HER CURSE, THE HUNTER 
WAS BURNT TO ASHES.

AT N/GHT WHEN THE TRADERS (A/ERE ASLEEP, A HERD OF 
ELEPHANTS CAME THAT WAY AND DESTROYED ALL THAT THEY CARR/ED.



DAMAVANT I RUNNING FOR 
HER LIFE,REACHED THE 
KINGDOM OF VtPRfiPUR. 
CHILDREN TEASED HER 
AND CALLED HER MAD.

YOU ARE 
GOOD AT 
YOUR 

WORK.

SHE ENGAGED DAMAVANT! AS 
A MAID NOT KNOWING WHO 
SHE REALLY WAS

QUEEN BHANUMAT! SAW HER
---- -------------------------  FROM THE
__________________ TERRACE.
SHE SEEMS TO BE A -----
WOMAN FROM A GOOD 
FAMILY CALL HER!



ONE PAY, THE MINISTER OF 
KUNDANPUR CAME TO VfPFAPUR.

-xl'TJLKj M fj \ xjuuvuijX7U u r̂csX- - ( ^  n TZJZ*

HOW
p ip  you
COME
HERE?

I’VE BEEN 
SEARCHING 
A LONG TIME

DAMAYANT/ CAME TO KUNDANPUR. MER CHILDREN HAD GROW/V UP. 
SHE WATCHED THEM AT PLAY A/VD M/SSED A/ALA.

■V£i

94$

7a 1

mimii/CTTi )»))>!]

r v  
i  h

19 m c t y k m 1-



ONE DAY, THE KING'S MINISTER SET OUT IN  SEARCH OF NALA. 
SOON HE CAME TO AYOPHYA. L =. ^



EVERYONE WONDERED A T THE 
STRANGE WORDS OF THE M/N/STER.

SUPDENLV-l

M Y LORD! 
PERMiT  
M E ...

1 K ->

IT  WAS NO/VE OTHER THA/V 
A/A LA, WHO HAD ASSUMED 
THE A/AME OF BA A//UK



i l '
1 / *>-

JEW EL FOR  
HIS O W N ? I v.a J

BEAUTIFUL!
J --------- p "

cMi

WELL DONE, 
BAAHUK!

27— rA EXCELLENT!

lA o  w a  i n
r , > M  1 1 1

THE M//V/STER RETURNED TO HU/VDANPUR AND NARRATED THE
El/ENTS TO DAMAVANT/.



THE M/N/STE# HGA//V W ENT TO AYOPHYA.



AND SURELY ENOUGH, THE HORSES SEEMED TO FLY LN 
THE A/R. A/ALA (4/AS A GREAT CHAR/OTEER.



SY THE T/ME THEY REACHED KUNDANPUR, THEY HAD 
EXCHANGED THE/R SECRETE.



ff t lM .k im iA in *
s f l MEA/ZWH/LE, BAAHL/K 

SAW H/S TWO CH/LDREN 
FROM THE TERRACE.

DAMAYANTf OBSERVED TH/S FROM 
THE PALACE. SHE CAME RC//V/V//VG 
TO MEET HIM.



A/ALA PUT CW THE 
MAG/C DRESS AM D-

SEEING MALA SAFE AND SOUND, THE 
PEOPLE WENTCRAZy W/TH JOY.



PUSHKARA! I HAVE 
SPENT IVIY THREE 
YEARS IN 
THE FOREST 
COME, LET’S 
HAVE A N ­
OTHER GAME 
OF DICE.



ONCE AGAIN, MALA (A/ORE THE CROWN. DAMAYANT/WAS H/S QUEEN. 
TREY i/l/ED HAPP/LY FOR MANY YEARS AND RULED THE COUNTRY WELL.



Illustrated Classics From India 

Nala and Damayanti

The story of Nala and Dam ayanti is one of the more romantic episodes narrated in the great epic, the Mahabharata. 
In the epic, Yudhishthira, having lost everything in a game of dice against his w ily cousins, had to retire to the 
jungle along w ith his brothers. There a rishi (ascetic) tells him the story of Nala and Dam ayanti.

Nala w as a brave and handsome young Nishada king, skilled in the use of arms and the m anagem ent of horses. 
Dam ayanti, the only daughter of the King of V idarbha, in Eastern Maharashtra, w as beautiful and accomplished. 
W hen Nala heard of her beauty he began pining for her and it w as a delicate golden swan that carried his messages 
of love to his beloved. Dam ayanti too began yearning for her unseen lover.

The story of Nala and Dam yanti has so much romance and pathos in it that it has attracted the attention of writers 
and poets not only in India, but also in distant lands. It has been translated into Latin by Bopp and into English verse 
by Dean Milman.
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