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Th e N ayanar S a in ts
Saivism is a religious system of the worsnip of Lord Siva. It is a 

popular cult, especially prevalent in Southern India and was known 
and practised there even before the Christian era. Its prominence 
coincided with the period of history when the sixtythree Nayanar saints, 
spiritual giants who lived then in Southern India, are be eved to have 
propounded and accentuated this great religious faith. The Nayanars 
emphasized devotion to God as Siva, which was practised by the 
fourfold way of service, adoration, meditation and knowledge, known 
respectively as C h arya , K riya , Yoga and Jn an a . which were lived and 
taught by the great Tamil saints Appar, Sundarar, Jnanasambandar and 
Manickavachagar. These saints lived God every day and are believed to 
have contacted Him from moment to moment, almost visibly. The 
miracles they performed were wondrous indeed. Their enthralling life 
stories are picturized in the following pages.
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i C 'K E  A PIOUS BRAHMIN, SHIVAP
r I T W O U S  WIFELIVED IN SIR KALI IN SOUTHERN 

INDIA. A SON WAS BORN TO THEM. ONE DAY, [~ 
THEY WENT TO HAVE A BATH IN TH E TEMPLE I

T  SH ! YOU MUST \  
SIT HERE QUIETLY. 
WE w ili/ h a v e  OUR 
BATH AND COME / 

Y BACK SOON •

f T A K E M E   ̂
ALSO TO THE 
TANK-AAOO-

H 9 H S

R 3 i

TH E PARENTS HURRIED BACK TO THEIR CHILD. 
TH E M OTHER NOTICED M ILK OVER- FLOW ING  
FROM T H E  CHILD'S MOUTH-

|ro T U P ID  B O Y ™  
WHY DID YOU 

ACCEPT MILK FROM 
k SOME WAYFARER?WHO GAVE4 

YOU MILK 
TO DRINK 2,

BUT, T H E CHILD ONLY 
SM ILED . H E  ALSO SANG  
A SON G IN P R A IS E  OF 
LORD SH IVA . r ------ ----

/ A H  ! COULD I T X  
-BE POSSIBLE TH AT\  
LORD SHIVA HIMSELF' 
HAS FED OUR CHILD; 
W ITH TH E MILK O F /

^WISDOM 9 /7 HOW 
.WONDERFUL I'



SOON AFTERWARDS, SHIVAPADA DANCED HIS WAY TO THE TEMPLE, 
W HILE SAMBANDAR SANG DEVOTIONAL SONGS./ V E R Y  WEI 

'MY CHILD. I 
SHALL TAKE 
\YOU THERE.

/FATHER! I N 
[WANT TO GOTO 
\THE TEM PLE.

AH ! SAMBANDAR!
MY DAUGHTER IS IN 
YOUR GRACEFUL CARE 
\NOW. PLEASE MAKE ,  
\  HER WELL. /

FROM THAT DAY ONWARDS, SAMBANDAR 
BEGAN TO GOON PILGRIM AGES  TO VARI­
OUS SHIVA TEM PLES, SINGING PADIGAMS 
o n c e , -  r* *  r i  r r

^ O H ,  LORD SHIVA 
r  NO DOCTOR HAS BEEN ! 

ABLE TO CURE MY DAU­
GHTER . SHOWER YOUR 
GRACE ON HER AND HEAL. 
L h ER, OH LORD!

SA M  BANDAR A T ONCE SANG A PAD1GAM, 
PRATING TO LORD SHIVA TO SHOWER H IS  
GRACE UPON THE SICK  I TI

HAVE FAITH 
IN LORD SHIVA

*  SHORT VERSES SUNG IN PRAISE OF GOD, ASKING FOR H IS  GRACE.



SA M  BAN PAR CONTINUED ON H IS  
PILGRIM AGES,SINGING HYMNS IN 
PRA ISE O F LORD SHIVA A L L  T H E WAY. 
SAMBANDAR’S  FAM E SPR EA D  FAR  
AND WIDE, AND HE GATHERED MANY 
DEVOTED FO LLO W ERS  1----

TH E QUEEN AND THE CHI El 
MINISTER OF MADURA WERE 
GREAT DEVOTEES OF SHIVA.

I HEAR SAM BANDAR IS 
VERY CLOSE TO MADURA, 
NOW. DO GO QUICKLY 
AND WELCOME HIM 
<TO OUR HOME.

SAMBANDAR SANG TH E GLO RY O F SHIVA, 
A S H E  E N T ER ED  MADURA, AND WENT TO 
TH E TEM P LE, T H ER E-]---- -------------------

'  WELCOME, WELCOME!' 
PLEASE SET FOOT ON 
OUR LAND AND , 

\  BLESS US ALL.

'-/"GLORY ^ 6  
BE TO SHIVA AN O'

BUT, THE R in g  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  in  t h e  w o r s h ip  o r  t h e  g ra ce
OF LORD SHIVA.■  “  ^  ^

/NONSENSE' 
SET FIRE TO 
HIS CAMP

a JONIGHT^

"YOUR M AJESTY! A YOUNG 6 0 /  
SAID TO BE BLESSED WITH DIVINE 
KNOWLEDGE BY LORD SHIVA HIM ■ 
SELF IS CREATING A STIR IN T H E /
tow n , ^ y

A T  T H E  DEAD O F NIGHT,_ ]

/ O H , SAVE ^  
U S ! OUR CAMP 

IS ON FIRE.



(\ MUST ASK FOR SAM-' 
BANDAR’S HELP. ONLY 
. LORD SHIVA CAN CURE, 
\ T H IS  STRANGE /  

V  DISEASE. / /

A L IT T LE  LATER, THE QUEEN PROCEEDED IN 
ALL HASTE TO M EET SAMBANDAR. j~~~......  "

W r  (E N T R E A T ^  
¥  YOU, O GREAT 
[ONE.TO RELIEVE  
[ THE KING OF HIS 
k  DISTRESS.

THIS BO Y? IP— IF 
HE CAN CURE MY DISEASE 
.TH EN ,I SUPPOSE I C A N .

ACCEPT HIS 
SvG REA TN ESS.^ /l^ fi

I SHALL FULFILL 
.YOUR WISH, OH,SHIVA 
\  DEVOTEE.GO BACK 

\ J N  PEACE,

TH E NEXT DAY,

SAM BAN PAR SANG A PAD! GAM IN PRAISE O F
AND SMEARED THE SACRED ASH ON THE RING'S FOREHEAD.

*  SACRED ASH OF LORD SHIVA 4



I PROSTRATE 
MYSELF MENTALLY 
V BEFORE Y O U '.V

T H E  N E X T  M O M SN ];

A H ! I FEEL SO 
COOL.THE BURNING3* 
SENSATION HAS j  
.DISAPPEARED-

^OH.WONDERFULT 
DEVOTEE OF LORD 
SHIVA J GLORY BE 
k ^ T O Y O U . J

GLORY BE t  
TO LORD SHIVA' y/ IT IS TH E GRACE 

'OF THE GREAT LORD 
SHIVA THAT HAS 

v MADE ME WELL J

/UNFASTEN YOUR \  
BOATS, AND PRAY TO 

LORD SHIVA.WE WILI 
V BE ABLE TO CROSS > 
\  SAFELY. >/

SAM  BAN PAR TOOK LEA V E OF TH E KING AND THE  QUEEN, AND 
PROCEEDED ON HIS PILGRIMAGE. ON TH E WAY, W
---------------------  f - rntm'iWTAKE US ACROSS 

IN YOUR BOATS. tOULD IT ' 
BE T R U E ?

* y O H ,N O .T H E ^  
k IVER is  in  s p a t e . 
W E CANNOT 

FERRY.



THE BOATSMEN BECAME ARDENT DEVOTEES OF LORD SHIM
SAMBANDAR B LESSED  THEM ALL. \

i
SAMBANDAR RETURNED 
TO SIRKAU WHEN H E  
WAS SIXTEEN OF

AGE- HIS FATHER ARRA­
NGED FOR HIS MARRIA­
GE. ON THE D
MARRIAGE,.. ^  ~ y

/OH LORD I LET MY\ 
SOUL BE LIBERAT­
ED ON THIS HOLY 

V DAY.

V  SAMBANDAR, MY A
DEAR DEVOTEE 11 

■GRANT THE WISH TO 
YOU, YOUR WIFE AND 
► ALL THESE AROUND • 

-  YOU. ^

ALL AT ONCE, THE FLAMES : '
ROSE HIGH AND ENVELOPED _____
THE ENTIRE PLACE .SAMBANDAR 
SANG A PADIGAM AS EVERYONE 
ATTAINED LIBERATION IN THE 
FLAMES \  ~ p ’JZp

p&LORYT  
[BE TO THE 
\LORD \ A

/GLORY TO X 
15AMBANDARJ,



/GrURUJI 1 KIN DIM 
'ACCEPT ME AS 
YOUR DISCIPLE 
YAND BLESS ME.

HARA
HARA

'SHIVA,
SHIVA!

Maniekavachagar
f  t THANK you, YOUR 
M AJESTY, FOR BESTOW 
INGUPON ME THIS  
v HONOUR. I SHALL DO 

MY BEST TO SERVE  
/ / V  YOU WELL. ^

I A!Y1 GREATLY 
PLEASED  WITH 

YOU,
v VADAVURA!,

TH E PANDYA KING A T  MADURA CHOSE A S  HIS
RA R , WHO WASAN ALL-ROUNDER AND PROFICIENT IN ADMINISTRATION

VADAVURA WAS A VIRTUOUS MAN AND A N  ARDENT DEVOTEE  
O F LORD SHIVA. B E S ID E S  DOING HIS MINISTERIAL DUTIES, H E  
OFTEN INVITED LEARN ED M EN  TO DISCUSS T H E  S C R IP T U R E S .

ON E  DAN

FOR ETERNAL BUSS, 
I MUST ATTAIN THE  

LOTUS FEET  OF THE  
\ LORD- FOR THAT I 

NEED A GURU/

'VADAVURA, OUR 
tAVALRY NEEDS REPLEN^  

ISHMENT. YOU MUST GO OUT 1 
IN SEARCH OF GOOD HOR­
S ES , AND PURCHASE 

THEM.

YES, YOUR
M AJESTY

VADAi/URAR S E T  OUT WITH M EN AND MONET 
TO BUY HQRSES. H E REACHED PERUNTURAL 
TOWN, WHERE HE FIRST ENTERED



VADAVURAR WAS INITIATED BY W E  GURU. 
H E  EN TERED  T H E  TEM PLE SINGING |~j-----

VADAVURAR CAME TO B E KNOWN A S MANICKAVACHAGAR 
PEOPLE THRONGED TO HEAR HIS|

P R A IS E S  O F  L O R D  SHIVA, f d e v o t io n a l  S o n g s .

■''m in is t er  has \  
CHANGED COMPLET-' 
ELY. MOREOVER HE 
HAS FORGOTTEN. 
TH E RING'S ORDERS

■GLORY BE 
UNTO YOU, *  
MANICKAVACHAGAL

WE MUST 
REMIND HIM.

T H E  RING'S M EN PROM PTLY R ETU R N ED  TO MADURA AND

{tea A p N T H j

A FT ER  A FEVY DAYS,
W ELL! G O ^  

/B A C K  TO MADURA 
/AND TELL THE  
KING THAT THE  
\HORSES WILL B E  
NTH ERE IN A 

\M O NTH 'STINE

WHAT ABOUT
( BUYING HORSES 
/FO R T H E KING'S, 
V  CAVALRY 2 A

AT PERUNTORA!, MANICKAVACHAGAR SP EN T  H IS TIM E AND 
M ONEYINBLnLDlNG A T EM P LE  -----------
HOW FORTUNATE
I AM TO HAVE THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
BUILD A TEMPLE 
, FOR YOU, OH #  
Bn >J-ORD!

GEM IN WISDOM



MANICKAVACHAGAR PRAYED AT THE TEMPLE.■■ONTH PASSED. MANICKAVAC
ST A NOTE  FROM T R ING.[~ “ “

■ P PH . LORD! HOLY'S.' 
^THOUGHTS ABOUT YOU\ 
FJV1ADE ME FORGET MY 1 
!DUTY TO THE KING- PLEASE 
|l PROTECT ME FROM THE 
ft). KING’S WRATH, 
■ ^ J jORD SHIVA

^ y d u R ^ m
/NEGLIGENCE IS 
HIGHLY PISPLEAS 
ING-APPEAR IN 

\COURT IMMEDI- 
\ v ,  ATELY-

/ "  FEAR NOTfx 
x ALL WILL BE  
WELL ON AVAN I 
v MOOLAM , 

X . DAY> ^

THE NEXT DAY, MANICKAVACHAGAR WENT B A SK  TO 
----" 111 --------------------------------------------- 111MU' II  RA.
i P ’X'OUR
M a j e s t y ! t h e  \
HORSES WILL ARRIVE' 
ON THE AUSPICIOUS 
k DAY OF AVANI J  
8k, MOOLAM. y

/I H A V E ^ ^ ff i  
MISJUDGED P i  
MY GOOD PRIME 
V  MINISTER. 2

X^STHAT^ x  
'SO 9 THEN I 
AM SORRY FOI 
\MY RASH NOTE

/ - 'S E N D A X  
/COUPLE OF MEK 
ATONCETOCON- 
VFIRM TH E > 
V b e l i e f . _

SOMETIME LATER

I HAVE \  
/REASO N S TO B E- \  

/LI EVE, YOUR MAJESTY,! 
THAT MANICKAVACHAGAR 
HAS BUILTATEMPLE IN 
\PERUNTURAI, AND J  

\  NOT BOUGHT /

/R E A LLY  9 T H E N ^  
/GET MANICKAVACHA- 
GAR AND BEAT HIM 
i UP T ILL  HF OWNS 

H’O CjiL T .

TH E M ES S E N G E R S  WENT TO PERUNTU-\ 
RA!AND RETURNED SOON THEREAFTER {~

W  WE SAW NO 
'HORSESTHERE-BUT ' 
WE SAW THE TEMPLE, 
L  YOUR MAJESTY! /



AVAN! MOOLAM DAYTHE COURTIERS TORTURED MANICKAVA CHAGAR. H E  
■BORE THE TORTURE CALMLY AND PRAYED TO LORD

1 SHIVA ^ 'L O O K T '^ 'x  
/YOUR M A JESTY !\  
/THAT DUST IN THE \  
HORIZON SEEMS TO BE) 
\DUE TO GALLOPING/ 
\  HORSES. /

HARA,HARA! 
SHIVA, SHIVA'

a E T U S \  
WAIT AND
\ g e e . y

SOON, TH E RING IMMEDIATELY SENT FOR
~ MANICKAVACHAGAR.

/""FORGIVE 
ME FOR MY HASTY 
ORDERS TO TORTURE' 
YOU. THE HORSES 

HAVE ARRIVED 
IN TIME. J

WHAT FINE 
v HORSES!

//"-'OH, MY GOOD >| 
/LORD! YOU HAVE 
'COME IN THE GARB 
OF A MERCHANT 
TO SAVE ME ! HOW 

^FORTUNATE I AM!/

YOUR
MAJESTY, MANICKA Y  

VACHAGAR ASKED ME 
TO DELIVER THESE  
HORSES HERE ON 
, AVAN I MOOLAM DAY.



A F T E R  A  F E W  PA YS,
/ ' " I  HATE TO ^s. 

/PA R T WITH YOU- \ 
BUT I CAN'T STOP A  
, DEVOTEE FROM 
/WORSHIPPING THE, 
V  LORD- /

w  p e r m it  m e  to  X
RESIGN MY DUTIES,yOUR1 
MAJESTY. I SHALL SPEND 
THE REST OF MY DAYS 
WORSHIPPING MY LORD 

^ A T  PERUNTURAI. X

MANICKA VACHA G A R  R EC IT ED  T H E  AND
TH E BRAHMIN WROTE IT  DOWN ON PALM

MANICKAVACHAGAR t h e n  W EN T TO PERUN­
TURAI . TH ER E  H E  SANG- HIGHLY IN SPIRED  
SONGS AND P R A Y ED  TO H AVE DARSHAN O F  
TH E LORD ■ ONE PAY. A BRAHMIN COME TO S E E
MANICKAVACHAGAR. ] ---- tBWf

/W ELCO M E x  
HO  MY HUMBLE 
.ABODE. WHAT 
'CAN I DO FOR 
\  YOU ?

| WANT TO X /
^ rH EA R  T|RUVACHAGAm\ B ^ ^ ^  
/FR O M  YOUR HOLY LI PS, SO
THAT I may write it down and learn it

/  THE LORD HIM SELF 1
/ h a d c o m e in t h e g u is e o f
A BRAHMIN,NO DOUBT I 
\  WAS NOT WORTHY ENOUd 

\ G H  TO RECOGNISE Jm
h im . ^ r n M

W HEN MANICKAVACHAGAR FINISHED RECITING AND  
OPENED H IS e y e s , _

'WHERE IS 
/  MY GUEST AH!

‘■SONGS O F THE LORD SCJNG BY MANICKAVACHAGAR A R E  KNOWN BY THIS NAME.



■/"''WRITING- ON PAUVTX  
/LEA V ES .THAT.SAY, cM AN l\  
CKAYACHAGAR RECITED THIS; 
i THIRU CHITRAMBALAIY1 J 
\  WROTE T H IS '  /

WHAT'S
T H IS ?

[ T H E  N E X T  M O RN IN G , ON T H E  S T E P S  O F TH E -

T H E  M EN RUSH ED  TO MA HICKA VACHAGAR WITH 
THE_ PAIIY1 LEAVES \ AH ! V  

Y  MV LORD ^ 
' WANTS TO PROPA­
GATE HIS GLORY 
\TO  PO STERITY.

/ C A N  YOU \  
/EXPLAIN THE N 
EXISTENCE OF THE 
iSE PALM LEAVES 
\  AMD THE WRIT)-/ 

>  NGSONIT^G

'T H IS  ^  
rLORD IS TH E  
PURPORT OF 
k. T H ES E  
■L. STANZAS,



W r  i w a n t  
fT O  FIND OUT  1
WHICH IS THE BEST 
L r e u g io n  AND

■S JFOLLOW IT

F pRAY TO 
LORD SHIVA. 

HAVE FAITH IN 
v  HIM.VA RU LN EEKM R  LO ST H IS  PA REN TS A T  A 

■ E R Y  YOUNG AGE. H IS  S IS T E R  BRO UGHT  
TIM  UP WITH LO VE AN D  A F F E C T
EARLY IN L IFE , HE BEGAN 7 STUDY OF  

S C R IP T U R E S  ONE DAY, _  ________

■''BELIEVE IN HIM,AND 
YOU WILL BE ENLIGHTEN 
V  ED

IF HE IS THE 
v REAL GOD.

/ O H ,L O R D !> 
/ P L E A S E  SHOWER 
1 YOUR GRACE ON
m b r o t h e r  

‘a n d  m a k e  h im
\EM BRACE YOU./

i l [7% \1 :
\ \ 1 - I■Kn f  Ip -<gI y * 8 "  " * T v

A F T E R  S O M E  T IM E, M A R U LN EEKIA  R  FELL  VICTIM

S\-.| I CAN ’T BEAR l |  S I V /1  I  \ 
f % f ; i  ) i  TH E PAIN, M \ \  1  1 1 1 / ]

1  f H \  H ELP M E. j m  ! I  !  I  /

f ' J  B E C A LM . X  
/  BY THE GRACE \
Jo e  l o r d  s h iv a  y o u
(WILL SURELY BE WELI 
\PRA Y TO HIM, /  
^ S IN C E R E L Y .

MARUL N EEKIA R W ORSHIPPED TH E
V IF LORD SHIVA 
IS TRULY TH E GREAT 

ONE, HE WILL MAKE 
ME W ELL. I SHALL 

kPRAY TO HIM. A

P G H .LO R D ! ^  
YOU ARE MY SOLE  
PROP AND REFUG! 
•SAVE ME . . .

A S  MARULNEEKIARSANG THE SONG,HIS COLIC PAIN BEGAN TO D ISA P PEA R



F b r i n g ^
rHIMTO ME 
L AT ONCE.

p n H S H A L L ^ \  
/ EVER KEEP YOUfO 

/LOTUS FEET IN MY 
HEART. YOUR NAME 
VSHALL ALWAYS BE 
) \ON MY U P S . > F b r i n g ^

rHIMTO ME 
L AT ONCE.

■ ^ T A M  NO LnNf^\ 
T E R  THE KING'S 

S SUBJECT. I AM THE SUB­
JECT OF LORDSHIVA.THE 
.PROTECTOROFALL BEING! 
k  SO FEAR DOES NOT A

\  APPROACH ME.

71 RUN A VUKKARASAR BECAME A STAUNCH DEVOTEE OF SHIVA 
AND LIVED HAPPILY, SINGING H/S PRAISES. BUT, SOME PEOPLE 
BECAME JEALOUS OF HIS HAPPINESS TH EY COMPLAINED T O '  
TH E KIN ................  .....

TIRUNAVUKKARASAR I S ^  
WASTING HIS TIME SING­
ING IN TEMPLES. HE DOES 
NOT CARE TO SERVE YOUR, 
^  MAJESTY

'  / ^ W  ICEFORTHTx 
/YO U  SHALL BE  
KNOWN AS ‘ TIRUNA­
VUKKARASAR'. YOUR 
v GLORY WILL SPREAD 
\  EVERYWHERE.

A  S H O R T  WHILE E8/T  
L A T E R ,-  r ~ "~ H,n?

OU ARE TO PRE
ENT YOURSELF IMME

DIATELY IN COURT. 
L ARE THE KING'S 
^  ORDERS.Bteg m

THE MEN TOON TIRUNAVUKKARASAR B Y  FO R CE TO THE 
KING. TH E SIGHT OF HIM ENRAGED T H E KING.

4A

SHORTLY AFTERW ARDS, TIRUNAVUKKARASAR WAS I 
THROWN INTO A BURNING LIM E HE REMAINED. 
TH ER E FIXING HIS MIND ON LORD SHIVA AND MEDI­
TATING. A T  TH E END OF.SEVEN DAYS, WHEN T H E



THE MEN RAN TO THE KING A LITTLE LATER,

M H 1 THIS IŜ  
AS SWEETAS 

NECTAR.

/"P O O R
/FELLOW! HE IS ' 
DRINKING POISON 
, WITH SUCH 
\  RELISH. y

l lg p n W R  MAJEST><&8 
P r y .  TlRUNAVUKKA^l 
fRASAR  is  p o s s e s s e d '

BY EVIL SPIRITS.HE  
\SHOULDBE POISONED J 
\  AT ONCE A

TH EY W AITED EA G ER LY  TO S E E  T/RUNAVUXKARASAR 
PERISH. BUT, _  |

T p OISON^JI 
f HAS NOT 
AFFECTED HIM 
\ AT ALL.

/ - " L O O K ^  
HE IS LOOK­
ING SO  
v FRESH ! ,

cVv. v/^w ( JT\Va\ /Jk=y%\ j/w/< i
WMWmmMsS) ml \

LL)t
WHAT SHALL
WE DO NOW ̂



TH E M EN  RUSHED To THE KING.
WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE I-----—
ELEPH A N T  p -------------------

TH E N EXT DAY, T I RUN A VUKKA RASAR
rIT  SHALL? 
B E  DOME.BSaggP ^ H . K I N G i^ - . .  

■ JrT lR U N A V U KK A R A SA l^  
P l S  UNDOUBTEDLY IN PO- 
FSSES5IO N  OF SATANIC 

POWERS. POISON HAS NOT 
[  AFFECTED HIM. ONLY THE  
k  ROYAL ELEPHANT WILL B E  
M L  ABLE TO TRAMPLE 
•7;:Iat''.HIM TO DEATH. ^<d.

H E SANG A  HYMN IN PR

SUDDENLY,A S SOON A S  T/RUNAVUKKARASAR FINISHED  
SINGING THEQONG,-\ "

OM EON, SILLY FELLOW, 
IAIY1PLE HIM-HE IS NOT/ 
HOLY MAN TO B E  . 

-^WORSHIPPED

WHAT A N 
MIRACLE!

_ J  THE MAHOUT AND A FEW  
WERE TRAMPLED BY THE ELEPHANT AND KILLED.

* ■

1



'HE K IN S BOILED WITH RAGE-

H E CONTINUALLY SA N S THE LORD  
VA 'SNAME, A S  T H E  ST O N E  

B O R E HIM DOWN.

SOON, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KING'S ORDERS,
TIRUNAVUKKARASAR WAS THROWN INTO THE

= ?^ T IE  TH E E V I L \
/  MAN TO A LARGE \  
STONE AND THROW HIM 
INTO TH E SEA. NO 
POWER CAN STOP HIM 

V FROM DROWNING./

TIRUNAVUKKARASAR WAS BO RN E ON T H E  WAVES AND 
SAFELY TAKEN TO THE SHORES O F ANOTHER TOWN,

--------1 TIRUPPAPU UYUR.



r/RUNA\JUKKARASA R THEN SPENT HIS DAYS 
IN WORSHIPPING AND SERVING LORD SHIVA IN 
VARIOUS WAYS. H E WENT ON SEVERAL PILGRIMA­
GES TO NEAR AND DISTANT PLACES. FINALLY, HE 
COME BACK 70 HIS BIRTHPLACE. ONE D A Y ,-

T/RUNAVUKKARASAR COLLECT­
ED ALL THE GOLD AND S ILV ER  
AND THREW  IT  IN A N EAR-BY

1 TANK,

T/RUNAVUKKARASAR SPENT TH E R E S T  OFH/S L IF E  WORSHIPPING I 
THE LORD AND SINGING H IS PRA ISES. H E  GATHERED MANY FOLL­
OWERS. A T  THE R IP E  A G E  OF EIGHTY ONE, H E MERGED HIMSELF 
IN LORD SHIVA.



^3HIVA7 
SHIVA !l

HARA, 
HARA I!

9undammurtbi SUNDARAMURTHI WAS TH E SOM O F A VERY PIOUS AND
DEVOUT MAN. HE WAS BROUGHT UP IN AN A TM O SPH ER E

— I TH A T WAS FULL O F  SPIRITUAL VIBRATIONS. ‘--------■ ■—-----------------—

V* Z P \A T  A VERY YOUNG AGE, SUNDARAMURTH! B ECA M E A G R EA T  DEVOTEE OF LORD SHIVA

H E  VISITED A NUM BER O F HOLY 
T H E  P R A ISE  O F  TH E LORD IN A LL TH E TEM PLES. 
ONCE, WHEN H E  REACHED TH E HOLY PLA CE O F  
17FA 7 --------1 V/RATTANAM.
m/f /J
I P ^ / Z ^ ^ / R E F U S E  TO TREAD SUCH )
U? M ' W n  O  HOLY GROUND. I SHALL \

STAY IN TH E OUTSKI RTS)
\ a n d  p r a y  t o  t h e  y  .  .

$ S E B £ ^  i

A  L IT T LE  W HILE LATER, r LISTEN,OLD MAN \  
HOW CAN I SLEEP IF 
■0/0 U PUT YOUR FEET/ 
\  ON MY HEAD, y n  AM '

s o r r y :,

~T~r~





MV LORD, I WISH I COULD
MARRY THE GIRL! HAVE, 
\ S E T  MY HEART ON^cC.

F what A DEVOUT^ 
MAN ! WOULD THAT 
I COULD SERVE HIM 

J3Y BEING HIS WIPE,,

THAT NIGHT, SUNDARAAlURTHl LAY 
DOWN TO SLEEP WITH A COUPLE OF BRI­
CKS AS HIS PILLOW, HE

i PARAVA YAR- THEY LED A 
b e f o r e  THE FESTIVALOFSUNDARAR LIVED HAPPILY WITH 

VERY DEVOUT LIFE. ON TH E DAY ■ 
PAN GUN I UTTAR AM, _  M T « - \

WOH, LORD, FOR 
THE SAKE OF PARAVAYAR'S 
PIOUS THOUGHTS, PLEASE 
BLESS US WITH A

m .  SOME W E A L T H ^ ^ ^
P H w ish  t o ^  
r  d is t r ib u t e  ” 
MONEY AND FOOD 

IN CHARITY 
L  TOMORROW./

TOBUT, ~  
WE ARE NOT 

SO RICH.



THE GOLD BRICKS H ELPED  PARAVAYAR
TO GIVEAWAY P LEN T Y  IN CHARITY. 
SUNDARAR SANG PAP I GAMS IN PRAISE  
O F LORD SHIVA.\

THE NEXT M

SUNDARAR S E T  OUT ON A  PILGRIMAGE. MANY PEO PLE  
FOLLOWED HIM AND TH EY SANG PAPIGAMS ALL THE WAY. 
DURING T H E  JOURNEY, A LL O F  THEM W ERE OVERCOME

T H E  OLD MAN SERVED THEM A SUMPTOUS
1 M EAL

/-'"DID
/H AVE 30 MUCH 
/OF FOOD PREPARI 
i AND READY,TO 
\  SERVE US ?

Y IT IS > 
AMAZING-



SUNDARAR AND HIS FO LLO W ER S R ESTED  
FOR A W H ILE AND GOT UP. GOT
[READY TO CONTINUE TH EIR

W h e  I S ^  
'NOWHERE 
JO  BESEEN

r W E  MUST THANK ^  
'OUR HOST BEFORE WE 
L l e a v e .WHERE IS H E Z

^ F T A H !  N O N E ^ v
M o t h e r  t h a n  t h e \
LORD HIMSELF HAD N 
COME TO LOOK AFTER  

US. CAN THERE BE  
ANY LIMIT TO HIS /  

L  LOVE AND /
^ ^ O N D N E S S V '

OH, LORD l
/ l+ A K E  COM PLETE \  

REFUGE IN YOU. I \  
ALWAYS REPEAT YOUR 
NAME. HAVE MERCY ON 

ME. LET  ME HAVE J  
\  MY EYESIGHT.

C O M P L E T E L Y  R ESIG N IN G  H IM SELF  TO
GOD, SUNDARAR PRAYED AND
PEP LORD SHIVA. J -------------------------i

TAKE A DIP IN THE  
TEM PLE TAN K.ALL  
v  WILL BE

/GLADLY  
SHALL I.

■ t ^ w H A T
NONSENSE! AS \  

'THOUGHA DIP IN ' 
TH E TAN K WOULD 
.G IVE HIM EYESIGHT,



TAKING T H E  N A M E O F T H E  LORD, BATHED
H IM S E L F  IN  T H E  TANK, A S

m r \  CAN SEE . I 
rCAN SEE WHERE IS 
T H E GREAT MAH WHi 
AD VISED  ME*? I WANT) 

''.TO  S E E  HIM. j A

7a  MIRACLE 
HAS

HAPPENED

/^OH,LORD. x 
A  WANT TO BE N 
'WITH YOU, ALWAYS 
ACCEPT ME INTO 
CYOUR FOLDS, MY 
]\  MERCIFUL 
4 X .  MASTER^f

^TTaH 1 HE IS X
/INDEED TH E lo r d y  
HIMSELF WHO CAME 
TO TEST MY FAITH.

> GLORY UNTO /  
— \  HIM. X

TH E PEOPLE LOOKED ALL AROUND FOR THE 
OLD MAN

ONE DAY, SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, SUND
TEMPLE AND SANG PAD/GAMS WIT VENERATION 

AND LOVE THANEVER B E F O R E J '

WHERE TO BE

H IS MIND WAS F IL L E D  WITH R A PTU R E, AND H E  
SUDDENLY F E L L  UNCONSCIOUS BWSEE” ........™

A FEW MONTHS
SPIRITUAL BODY DEPARTED FOR T H E  
HE A VENLY ABOD E OF LORD SHI YA. HlS
PHYSICAL REM AINS LAY IN THE  

JSUNDARAR WAS JUST EIGHTEEN YEARS O F A G E  T H EN  ■
2A



Nami Hand? Adicgal THERE ONCE LIVED A POOR VET DEVOUT MAN NAMED NAM I M W  
APIGAL HE USED TO GO TO THE TEMPLE TO WORSHIP LORD

1   —  ——— | sh iv a . ONE DAV,-

|J1PAH HO W  D ID ^ |  
W\ FORGET TO BRINCr 
OIL TODAY, TO LIGHT 
LAMPS AND GLORIFY 
TH E NAME OF THE 

\  LORD ?

NANDI A P IG A L W ENT TO A N EA R B Y  HOUSE- W \E  YOU ARE SO ~  
MEAGER, YOU MAY AS 
WELL USE WATER 
UNSTEAD OF OIL AND 
\ l ig h t  y o u r  /

LAMPS. . / I

I B O R R ^ \  
/O W  A CUP OF OIL N 
TO LIGHT LAM PS IN 
THE TEM PLE ?  I 'L L  

RETURN IT  
\  TOMORROW. j

y ^ V O U  A R E " x  
/ S O  POOR! YOU 
CANNOT RETURN  
THE OIL. SO DO 
v NOT BORROW,

NANDI A P IG A L W AS F ILLED  WITH ANGUISH A T  B EIN G  
SCORNED. H E W ENT TO THE TEM P LE AND PRAYED TO 
T H E LORD- I I



A SHORT WHILE LA T ER , -

IF GOD WILLS IT,
MY LAMPS CAN BURN WITH 
WATER.THROUGH THE SUPREME) 
GRACE OF THE LORD, 
^ANYTHING IS P0SSI8LE.

WITH A FIRM CONVICTION, 
NANDI AD I GAL RAN TO

I TH E TEMPLE TANK

W r o o  AREA ^ 
rTRUE DEVOTEE 
OF TH E LORD- 
k PLEASE BLESS
gv US-

HAVE
COMPLETE 1 
FAITH IN THE, 
b. LORD- A

NANDI ADIGAL L IT  HIS LAMPS WITH WATER FOR  
SEVERAL DAYS AND HIS FAME SPREAD FA R  AND 
WIDE PEOPLE  ̂THRONGED TO SE E  HIJW |

/  HAVE ' X  
FAITH IN HIM! 
AND WORSHIP, 
v HIM-

LET US BE ALSO SHOWERED' 
WITH THE GRACE OF THE LORD-



L A T E  O N E E V EN IN G  W HEN NANDI A D IG A L  
\R E T U R N E D  H O M E ,-

WHY'A BATH 1  
AT TH IS T IM E 1?,

<suc ------- - -
w 'G E T  ME SOME 
■HOT W ATER TO 

BATHE. ^

OH,NANDI ! A LL  MEN A R E  
EQ UAL IN MY E Y E S . NO ONE'S 
YTOUCH CAN B E  REGARDED  
A  AS IMPURE.YOU W ILLS E E  
t e g O H I S  WITH YOUR OWN 

E Y E S  S O O M ^

T H E R E  W ER E MANY 
PEOPLE OF ALL CASTES  
AT T H E TEM PLE TODAY- 
T H E Y 'V E  TOUCHED ME- 
AND POLLUTED M E. >—

B U T  B E F O R E  W A TER  /  
COM E, NANDI AD IGAL  X  
!VAS O V ERP O W ER E B Y S L E E P .

NANDI A D IG A L  W OKE U P  WITH A  STA RT



NANDI AD/GAL PROSTRATED H IM S E L F 'B E F O R E  I 
A LL O F  TH EM . |-----------------------------------------

X  FORGIVE ME,
IF I THOUGHT SOME 
OF VOU BELONGED  

A LOWER CASTE 
V  THAN ME.

TO

____________________\ NANDI ADIGAL WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE
LORD WITH GREAT PIET/ AND DEVOTION OF H IS LIFE



ONCE T H ER E  LIVED A GREAT DEVOTEE O F LORD SHIVA CALLk-0 PARANJOTI
HE REGARDED H IM SELF A S  THE SERVANT O F THE LORD AND HIS DEVOTEES  
HENCE H E WAS KNOWN A S  SlRUTHONDAR. THE LORD WANTED TO BRING  
OUT THE GLORY O F  THIS N O BLE SAINT. DAy,^ f T

S iru th o n d a r

WHO 15 
kTHAT %

W  \ HAVE ^  
COME TO SEE  

PARANJOTI.

MY HUSBAND HAS GONE] 
IN SEARCH OF A SHIVA , 
BHAKTA, WITHOUT A 
FEEDING- WHOM HE A  
WILL NOT TAKE J g p
iJH IS FOOD. /

^OH, THEN 
I SHALL 

GO AWAY.



i IN A SHORT W HILE, SIRUTHONDAR] 
{RETURNED HOME WITH

I jp - ' l  DOUBT " ®g 
r 'WHETHER YOU ^ 8  

WILL BE ABLE TO } 
FULFIL MY DEMANDS 

OF FOOD J
k  TODAY.

X 'P L f A S E 'X  
/S IT  DOWN. 
FOOD WILL BE 
kSERYED RIGHT 
V  AWAY. ^

r \ SHALL HAVE 
.MEAT COOKED FOR 
\YO U ,D EAR /  

V  GUEST. /

T ^ T H E  CHILD SHOULDN 
f  B E  FIVE YEARS OF 
AGE. H E MUST BE H EAL-  
.THY AND T H E  ONLY SON 
k  OF HIS PARENTS. ^

yS  O H, ^
/ FRIEND l IT 
SHOULD BE TH E  
. MEAT OF A 
\  CHILD.

1A



S/RUTHONDAR WENT INSIDE THE KITCHEN 1̂  l u
TLEASE OUR N 
UEST TO DAY WE 
IAVETOCOOK 
lOUR OWN SOfV

TO '/gg
P sA T iSFy  yo u r  /  
'GUEST, I KNOW you 
WILL DO ANYTHING. 
. I CAN'T STOP ak  you.

IN A SHORT TIME,SIRUTHQNDAR'SWIFE COOKED
THE MEATAND SERVED ITTQ THE

q u e s t  r ~ ~ —  ̂ i  /
I  AH ! TO ”  
EAT My OWN 
.SON'S FLESH

■OH, DEVOTE D\ 
FRIEND! YOU 

MUST ALSO SIT 
LAND EAT WITH, 
g a ^ M E .

r  I... | SHAL^ 
DO SO, IF IT 
PLEASES 

YOU. '

/AN D, MY DEAR 
FRIEND, YOUR SON 
SHOULD ALSO SIT 
v a n d  EAT WITHV  us. >

/"'GO OUT 
'AND CALL HIM. \  
HE MUST BE NEAR­
BY. HE WH-L .

\  COME. /

/ d UT... ^
/BUT, MY SON 

flS  NOT IN THE 
\ HOUSE RIGHT 
\  NOW.



SIRUTH ON DAR W EN T OUTOH,LORP.^5 3 l
-------- *---- * 1 I HELP (VIE OUT W<:,l

iOF THIS DIFFICULT 
■^SITUATION./ COME HERE. 1  

THE YOGI WANTS 
VYOU TO EAT WITH 
\  HIM.

, YES \ , 
FATHER, I 

.AM COMING/

ni
i
i i

SIRU TH O N D A R  WITH HIS W IFE  A N D  SO N  EN T ER ED  THE  
-------------------------------------------;----------------- 1 H O USE

jr AH 1 GREAT '  
ARE THE WAYS 
v OF TH E LORD!

7 u O  NOT y
S ea r c h  f o r  m e  
I CAME to  T ES T  
\YOUR FAITH , y

T H E  N E X T  M OM  ENT,

LORO SHIVA 
BLESSED  
THEM /QUO 
SOON,
THEREAFTER, 
TOON THEM 
TO H/S 
HEAVENLY 
ABO DE .

X9
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