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Pareekshit was the posthumous son of the valiant
Abhimanyu, and the grandson of the Pandava prince,
Arjuna. While yet in the womb of his mother, he was
the target of the fatal Brahmastra, released by
Ashwatthama, son of Drona, but Lord Krishna saved
him.

It is interesting to note that according to Puranic
traditions, the Kali Yuga (era) is said to have started
from the year of his accession, which is also the year
in which Lord Krishna left the earth, for his celestial
abode, Vaikuntha.

In this book is given a mythological account of
Pareekshit's death at the hands of the Naga King,
Takshaka. Many scholars, including Shri R.C.Majumdar
and Shri A.D. Pusalker, hold that this clash with the
Nagas could be a genuine historical fact. They feel
that taking advantage of the weakened condition of
the successors of Dhritarashtra, after the Mahabharata
War, Takshaka, the King of Gandhara, might have
marched against Hastinapura and Pareekshit might
have died in his attempt to check their ottack. The
“sarpasatra"”, referred to in the story might be nothing
but the attempts of Janamejaya, the son of Pareekshit,
to avenge his father’s death.
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TWO GENERATIONS AFTER THE GREAT MAHABHARATA WAR, HASTINAPURB
WAS RULED B'i KING PAREEKSHIT, SON OF THE VALIANT ABHIMANYU AND GRANP
SON OF THE PANPAVA PRINCE, ARJUNA . HE WAS FOND OF HUNTING.
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ONCE, WHILE ON A PEER HUNT IN A FOREST, THE TIREP AND THIRST'S KING CAME
TO THE HERMITAGE OF A SAGE- HE PIP NOT KNOW THAT THE SAGE WAS r - jnj
03SERVING A MOUNA ? gPNIIiJMIfiillifirm M [j I 9 >L’~ W, w



PARE EKSHIT

THE KING FELT SLIGHTED A5 HE WALKED OUT OF THE HERMITAGE
HE SAW A DEAD SERPENT. LIFTING IT

I MUST WITH HIS BOW eee | — " n n
HUMBLE THI5

ARROGANT
k SAGE- /

mmmHE WENT BACK AND LAID
IT AROUND THE HOLV MAN'S
shoulders.! / vw?p, laskE

A BRAHMAN SOUTH OBSERVED
THIS ACTION OF THE KING.
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'SHRINGI MUST HEAR
OF THIS IN5ULT TO
HIS PIOUE> FATHER.

THOUGH A MERE LAP, SHRINGI HAP
ACQUIRED GREAT POWER &W HIS
PENANCES -BUT HE HAD NOT
CONTROLLED HIS GREATEST ENEMY—
ANGER-AND IN A RAGE, HE CURSED
PAREEKSHIT.

' WITHIN SEVEN P1VS.,THE >
AlIGHTV SERPENT TAKSHAKA
SHALL KILL THE WRETCH WHO
PAREP PLACE A DEAD SNAKE
k ON m PIOUS FATHER'S *
SHOULPERS. J

LATER, WHEN THE SAGE tIAD BROKEN HIS
VOW OF SILENCE, SHR/NGI TOLD HIM WHAT

HE HAD PONE.

ATVHAT THE KING
Tv)o me. OUT OF
IGNORANCE .ME WAS
WEAKENED BV HUNGER
AANP THIRST THEN-A



pareekshit

... you ARE WISE.VOU
SHOULD NOT HAVE
CURSED OUR NOBLE
KING , WHO IS OTHER- j
kWISE A TRUE PRO- A
k. TECTOR OF HIS M
ifilP*"PEOPLE.

BUT SHRINGI'6 EWES f WHETHER My ACT 1 rl KNOW VOU ARE POWERFUL, »
WERE STILL FLAMING WAS PROPER OR NOT, MY SON «BUT ANGER DIMINISHES
WITH ANGER- finBIffIT MV WORDS ARE NEVER THE MERITS THAT ASCETICS

.SPOKEN IN VAIN, A KACQUIRE WITH GREAT PAINS. k
k FATHER. NS\ WJ SHALL LET THE KING M

? N know of the curse.

WHEN THE KING WAS TOLD OF THE CURSE,AND WHV THE SAGE HAP NOT
ANSWERED HIM , HE WAS FULL OF REMORSE. \ A comeeeee TTj— X r A~

WHAT HAVE | DONE! iFS/f d ~ :1U0 MWAt!"
(I HAD BUT STOPPED TO Wa 3 vOMV AV

F/~kJ
f v W TH\KTHV ™E XLk mol Th »
U ) (MIGHTbe OBSERVING THE Ejjlpro~

/1 '® rli HI VOW OF s/lence!

1 WAXMt) HOW COULD | HAVE

i Y ) insultec? such a % 7j \V] 3/ m

| great souli \v_rdAMniT A
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THE KING CALLED A MEETING OF HIS COUNCILLORS AND TOLD THEM THE
WHOLE STORfy. | ITcr V. j—

f SOMETHING MUST BE
PONE TO SAVE THE
KOVAL LIFE .IT IS THE
.WISH OF THE SAGE->

TIME IS
SHORT

ONE OF THE COUNCILLORS STEPPED FORWARD.

LET US CONSTRUCT
A PALACE ON TOP

I'VE A PLAN
YOUR vOF A PILLAR.

.MAJESTY-

SPEAK
ouT!

EVERYONE SEEMED IMPRESSED BY HIS PLAN.



PAREEKSHIT
A QOOP IPEA| ... ANP EA5V rl ST PRESERVE

IT WOULD BE TO guard! MV LIFE AT ALL
INACCESSIBLE- THEN START s[j:é)‘JE-(l;sr;MxEEP
WORK ON IT. ME S

PLANS FOR THE PALACE WERE. 5QON

DRAWN UP. ~ - A ("
ARTISANS, ENGINEERS AND ...HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS.OF
WORKMEN--  }----mmeemmemn — THEM TOILED DAY ANP NIGHT.

MSM
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SOON A TALL , IMPOSING PILLAR OF MARBLE, TOPPED BY A MAGNIFICENT
PALACE, POSE INTO THE SKIES. |

' NEVER BEFORE IN N
MAN’S HISTORY HAS
SUCH WONDROUS
ARCHITECTURE /
v BEEN SEENI1 /



PAREEKSHIT

WITHIN THE PALACE, HUNDREDS OF PRIESTS CHANTEP PRAYERS

MNDRA,KIN6 OF INDRA, /MIGHTIEST
THE PEVWS, BLES5 OF WARRIORS !
s OUR KING'. > PROTECT OUR KINGf

WHILE PHYSICIANS KEPT A VI6IL ON THE KING'S HEALTH
ST} | ——— f—-TTOTS2ty "' : — i - i/ur
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EVERY ARTICLE OF FOOD WAS FIRST
TASTED BY EXPERTS ... Feeeees ITT[
/ WHV 90 YOU ~
HESITATE , My LORP?!
PLEASE EAT IN A
X . PEACE.

STRICT SECURITY WAS MAINTAINED ROUNP THE TOWER.

f I'M SOPRY. YOU CAN'T
5EE THE KING . YOUR.
GRIEVANCE WILL &E
"RECORDED HERE BV A
MINISTER. /

AS THOUSANDS OF VISITORS WERE TURNED AWAY, KASHYAPA, A POOR BRAHMAN,
WAS WENDING HIS'WAY TO HASTINAPURA. p- - n

HOW fortunate fop VISCzj|MwBKQWI5i~"
me THAT | KNOW THE

V i/ /--£$: ( ANTIPOTE FOR THE MOST)' » i
\ PEADLV SNAKE POISON ) (ftfjfsSM 1# ?'IH
Ir \ VvV IN the world! / IH



PAREEKSHIT

/EVEN TAKSHAKA’5

VENO/M WILL FAIL
BEFORE IT. I'LL 5AVE WHERE ARE YOU GOING

THE KING <HE'’S \% MY FRIENP?
SURE TO REPAY
MNE HANPSOMELY./

KASHYAPA TOLP HIM f SO, YOU'P PARE SAVE
THE KING FROM TAKSHAKA.
7 ... THE FATEFUL | AM THAT VERY TAKSHAKAI
SEVENTH PAY HAS YOU CAN NEVER REVIVE

PAWNEP. | MUST vTHE KING IF | BITE HIM.
V  HURRY-

KASHYAPA WAS NOT IMPRESSED

IF YOU PON’'T
BELIEVE ME,I'LL
PEMONSTRATE
.MY POWERS.
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ASSUMING HIS REAL FORM, TAKSHAKA
ENTWINED HIMSELF ROUND THE TREE
AND BIT INTO <S> SARK. -

r 'LL BURN ~#
THAT TREE WITH
v AW POISON, vy

IN A /HATTER OF SECONDS, THE POISONED TREE WAS BURNT.TO ASHES. KASHVHPA
WAS UNPERTURBED.  heereseremmsercmmseeecns B K:s\mAmMar  \\n



COLLECTING THE ASHES, HE SPRINKLED
A LIQUID ON THEM, CHANTING MANTRAS

ALL THE WHILE =

PAREEKSHIT

THE CHARCOAL
15 BECOMING
WOOP— BRAN-
CHES HAVE
A for/mep! >

THE ASHES
HAVE TURNEP
INTO CHARCOAL |

SOON THE WHOLE TREE WAS REVIVED.

' IF HE REVIVES
THE KING AFTER
m FATAL BITE,
THE WORLP WILL
LAUGH AT /ME.

I /MUST PREVENT
k HIM FRO/M GOING
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TAKSHAKA WAS WORRIED. BUT ONLY
FOR A MOMENT- f



AS THE SNAKES IN THE

VICINITY BEGAN TO MAKE
THEIR APPEARANCE —

TAKSHAKA THEN REPUCEP HIMSELF

TO THE 51ZE OFA WORM ANP BOREP

HIS WAY INTO ONE OF THE FRUIT6-

PAREEKSHIT

YOU SMALL BECOME
BRAHMANS ANP CARRY
BASKETS OF FRUITS
V FOR THE KING | = V

LATER, AT THE BASE OF THE PILLAR

HALT | YOU f
MAY ‘NOT
.ENTER, j

BUT WE'RE \
WELL-WISHERS
OF THE KING . WE
WANT TO PRESENT
THESE FRUITS TO
V  HIS MAJESTY,y

THEY’RE HARMLESS
BRAHMANS. LET
THEM ENTER. >
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RIB V!
I
Egnf?“#! ilHi g,
[
WE’'RE
ALMOST
THERE.

' WE HAVE N
50METHING
PRECIOUS
FOR THE

V' KING. >v



pareekshit

MAY YOU ' THEY’VE BROUGHT SOME
LIVE LONG MEPICATEP FRUITS TO GUARD
0 KING! . YOUR /MAJESTY AGAINST

Vv SERPENT VENOM. X

j9999
THE KING PICKED UP ONE OF THE

FKUITS ANP TOOK A 3ITE.
WHAT'S THIS? tw fFFYTY Y TfF

ITS A WORM!
THROW IT AWAY
.VOUR MAJESTY-



HE PLACED THE WORM ON
HIS SHOULDER. b 7—

SOON THE >
5UN WILL 5ET.
I'LL BE FREE

FROM HARMly

anruar chitra katha

IT 15 5AIP THAT WORMS
INFEST ONLV THE
TASTIEST OF FRUIT.
I'LL REMOVE IT ANP /
VEAT THE FRUIT- >(

BUT THE: WO.RM RAPIDLV GREW 3IGGER

UNTIL IT BECAME A HUGE REPTILE.

wei \,, | Ki

(TT77



PAREEKSHIT

IT 5TRANGLED -the K/N6-m
-------- R—

...BIT HIM AND DISAPPEARED THROUGH THE
WINDOW WITH A MIGHTY 5W/SH- \ 11' BBS

IT WAS
TAK5H/\KA!

WHEN THEY LOOKED OH lord!
OUT OF THE WINDOW, Jdord:
B THE KING

Il they could see 16 PEFiiVI
WAS A STREAK OF

LIGHTNING =
T
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PAREEKSHIT*5 SON, PRINCE .JANAMEJAYA, A MERE

BOY, WAS CROWNED KINO. M N\T-—--TT

THE INTELLIGENT LAP, JANAMEJAYA
SOON GREW UP INTO A WISE RULER.

BUT HE WAS MERCILESS TO CRIMINALS

HE WAS OOOP TO ALL HIS SUBJECTS
AMP PEALT KINPLY WITH PETTW
FAULTS. E77T1 J?* ~T73T

IT WAS n
HUNGER THAT #
MADE HIM STEAL
RELEASE THE -
POOR THIEF
AND GIVE /1
HM FOOD! /M

'ev TAKING A LIFE,YOU
HAVE FORFEITED THE
RIGHT TO LIVE.YOU
ASHALL BE BEHEADED, i



PAREEKSHIT

ONE DAY, HE HEMP FROM HIS MINISTERS THE WHOLE STORY OF H/S FATHERS
SUDDEN DEATH. HE WAS SHOCKEDHS i P Im- nr-iT -

' WHAT PIP THAT VILE >
SNAKE. GAIN &y PREVENT-
ING THE BRAHMAN FROM

COMING TO MV FATHER P-

r WITHOUT A POUBT,
TAKSHAKA’S ACTION
WAS CRUEL ANP

jv PASTARPL7, yOUR
L MAJESTy. ui

THE MING/ SPOKE WTTH MOUNTING
W W W -VJAKSHAKA MUST PIEmHE N

V. U \shall BURN TO death asL INPEEP ! | WILL NOT >
(\ HE BURNT MY JglL REST TILL EVERy
M VAR FATHER with /fflm NAGA® IN THE WORLP
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WHEN HIS) ANGER HMD SUBSIDED, THE KING CONSULTED H/S PRIESTS
" |/ 1S THERE ANY WAY dY X k of* THERE 15,0 KING- 7
" /WHICH | CAN SEND TAKSHAKA \ JEHIIlilltf PERFORM THE SARPASATRA*

I \ WITH ALL HIS FRIENDS AND i/ ~S ~A S ORDAINED IN THE i
I V RELATIVES INNOAB LA ZINGSHASTRAS.

1, rr-— _ FKE

m s ii
THE KING APPROVED OF THE IDEA, AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE GREAT SNAKE
SACRIFICE BEGAN IN EARNEST. V+T\gm&' —

r THIS IS THE~"
GROUND BEST
SUITEC? FOR THE

v SACRIFICE. *
YES, HOUTfC\

iF/WAJESTy. IT IS
7 SURROUNDED BY
I RICH CROPS AND
PLENTY OF TIMBER,

THE GROUND WAS
CLEARED WITH ALL
POSSIBLE SPEED AND
THEN CONSECRATED.

* THE SNAKE SACRIFICE



PAREEKSHIT

MASONS AND CARPENTERS STARTED BUILDING THE HOLY ALTAR, HOUSED
IN A MAGNIFICENT MANDAPHE |

THE PLACE AND TIME

SELECTED FOR RAISING

THE ALTAR ARE NOT YOU ARE
FAVOURABLE. V RIGHT.

THE PRIME MINISTER WHO OVERHEARD

5 _ "t’\O_UR KING POESXZ these Remarks spoke to the king.
- DETERMINED TO SUCCEED IN HIS VENTURE,
/ NOT KNOwW IT BUT JANAMEJAYA GAVE ORDERS-
THIS SACRIFICE WILL | _
Vi/ NOT BE COMPLETED, b'c % r NONE SHALL BE ~
\ IT WILL BE STOPPEDA ? rfijl ALLOWED ENTRY INTO
5V A BRAHMAN -Atekjm THE SACRIFICIAL EN-

CLOSURE WITHOUT
\MY PERMISSION. /
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24



PAREEKSt«T

AS THE NAME OF EACH NAGA WAS UTTERED, HE WAS) PRAGGEP W THE
POWER OF THE MANTRAS INTO THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE.

AN

[ A T]---
COME ,0 KALADANTAKAJ
COME HITHER, MANPALAKA
BILWATEJAS, SHARAOHA,
VKUNPALA, SUSHENA e==
KUNPALA
SUSHENA-

THOUSANPS OF SNAKES WERE WE ARE TAKSHAKA HAS NOT
CONSUMED &Y AGN/-5UT THERE DOING OLIK COME BECAUSE HE IS
WAS NO SIGN OF TAKSHAKA.

BEST, NOBLE PROTECTEP BY
, v KING. INPRA, THE LORP OF
WHY DOESN'T TAKSHAKA s ALL SACRIFICES,
COME? AREN'T YOUR

y
MANTRAS POWERFUL

\ ENOUGH TO PRAG /
, HIM HERE P =11,
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SHAKING WITH FEAR, TAKSHAKA HAP INPEEP FLEP TO INPRA, KING OF THE

~NEH/jelll int?DI ™ nTFrr MOT FFflgf RRAHMA V
/NVE FROM the fire of has already orpainep \%
KE.8,-Ji-JL ! JANAMEJAYA'S HOW THIS DESTRUCTION OF k==4

\ TERRIBLE SACRIFICEIA THE NAGA RACE SHALL END' M EM

ASTIKA WAS THE SON OF JARATKARU,

ATHE VOUM6 > A BRAHMAN, ANP HIS NAGA WIFE*

SAGE A5TIKA
5HALL EE VOUR
SAVIOUR. /

* VASUKI'S SISTER



PAREEKSHIT

VASUKI WAS THE KING OF THE NAGAS5- HE
RAN TO AST/HA WITH HIS TALE OF WOE.

ALL THE NAGAS, >
INCLUDING ME,WILL
BE CONSUMER- >

YOU ALONE
CAN STOP THIS
P/SASTER!

| SHALL TRy
MY BEST TO

SAVE THE
v SNAKES.

BUT WHEN ASVKA REACHED THE VENUE

OF THE YfiiGNA — r-.

| SHALL GO TH/5 >
VERY MINUTE,PLEASE
JANAMEJAYA WITH MY
WORPS ANP STOP
ATHE SACRIFICE.

NO ONE MAY ENTER'
THE SACRIFICIAL EN-
CLOSURE WITHOUT
THE KING’S J
\PERMISSION =

"WVVVWA
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INSIPE, THE PRIESTS WERE CHANTING TAKSHAKA ANP HIS MIGHT/ PRO-
THEIR MANTRAS WITH MOUNTING TECTOR WERE PRAGGEP TOWARPS
VEHEMENCE.thT THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE.

TJulim HY/ m

* STAY ! STAV!



PAREEKSHIT

THEN ASTIKA STOOD ON THE 5POT AND 3LESSEP THE KING.

WERE SWEET MUSIC TO ALL WHO LISTENED. 1

OH JANAA1EJAYA, KING

OF KINGS,/IS GLORIOUS AS

BHEESHMA, AS PEACE-LOVING

AS VASISHTHA ANP AS
DAUNTLESS AS

V' RARASHURAAI1A ===/

>

e

-ALL THE VAGNAS
PREVIOUSLY PERFOR/VIEP kpyP '*
&Y KING AFTER KING — \

THESE WORPS REACHED THE

HIS WORDS

7 — LET THIS
YAGNA OF
YOURS WHICH

VEXCELS-"‘A

]

-B E /) FORERUN-
NER OF PEACE ANP
HAPPINESS FOR

ALL, INCLUDING

EARS OF JANAMEJAVA. HE TURNED TO HIS GUARD?
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Y | HAVE A > LET ALL THOSE NAGAS
REQUEST. 5TOP WHO ARE STILL ALIVE, LIVE
THI5 SACRIFICE.

IN PEACE =l PROMISE THAT
.THEY WILL NOT HARM
p— _ voa.

|

N

JANAMtdAVA WAS) TAKiIN ASACK ASK FOR ANYTHING ELSE
..SIR, BUT THIS.

----------- 3

TO ME,THEY
rGOLP> ARE USELESSI
SILVER, | VALUE PEACE
CATTLE, MORE THAN
PALACES-

ALL THE GOLD
IN THE WORLP.



PAREEKSHIT

HEEDING THE WORDS OF HIS

f DO WHAT THE SPIRITUAL ADVISERS, JANAMEJAYA
BRAHMAN YOUTH  HE 15 TRUTH
ASKS, YOUR INCARNATE.
V MAJESTY- >  YOU CANNOT
IGNORE HIM-

EVERYONE PRESENT REJOICED, fitND
JANAMEJAYA KNEW A HAPPINESS
HE HAD NEVER KNOWN BEFORE =

WHEN ASTIRA RETURNED HOME,HE WAS HAILED LOVINGLY BY THE NAGAS
WHOSE LIVES HE HMD SAVEr
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