


Daksha, Shiva's father-in-law, had never given his
ascetic son-in-law the respect due to him. Sati,
Daksha's daughter, unable to bear the continued
insults meted out to them, consumed her body in
a fire generated by her own powers. The grief-
stricken Shiva after punishing Daksha,forgave him
and then entered his grove on the Himalayas to
meditate.

Meanwhile, Tarakasura, an enemy of the Devas,
invaded heaven. When the Devas went to Brahma
for help he told them that Sati, reborn as Parvati,
the daughter of Himavan, was destined to marry
Shiva. The son born of Shiva would lead them
to victory over the evil Asura. Impatient to win
back his kingdom, Indra, King of the Devas, sent
Kama,the God of love,with Rati,his wife,to awake
Shiva to the charms of Parvati. Kama succeeded-
But an enraged Shiva burnt him to ashes with the
fire of his wrath. How the bereft Rati was reunited
with her beloved husband is retold in th$ story of
Pradyumna who was Kama reborn.
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PRADYUMNA

KAMA* THE GOO QF LOVE, DISTRACTED
SHIVA WHILE HE WAS MEDITATING.

SHIVA WAS ENRAGED. WHEN HE SAW THAT KAMA WAS THE CULPRIT*

HE OPENED HIS THIRD EYE AND, TO THE
HORROR OF RATUKAMA'S WIFE*BURN",THAT
OOP TO CINDERS\ © " — " )
WHO HAS #

DARED TO

DISTURB ME&
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BUT UNKNOWN TO RAT/*KAMA VMS REBORN AS PRAPYUMNA*THE ELPEST SON OF
KRISHNA ANP RUKMINI. THE PEOPLB OF PWARAKA REJOtCED. f

A WEEK LATER,AN EV/L ASURA
CALLEP SHAMBARA HAD A PREAM.

BEWARE3WICKED
SHAMBARA.YOU

SHALL BE KILLEP
BY PRADyuMNA.
KRISHNA sS SON

MY SON,YOU ~
SHALL GROW
UP TO BE A

VALIANT HERO
LIKE YOUR

N FATHER. Jk



PRADYUMNA
HE MADE HIMSELF INVISIBLE.

HA |HA! BEFORE
THAT HAPPENS
1.SHALL KILL

PRADYUMNA.

AND FLOATED THROUGH THE AIR.
o * " i

I SHALL
FINISH him
BEFORE HE
TURNS IN
HIS CRADLE.
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PRADYUMNA
AUTTLE LATER, RUKMINI SUODENU WOKE UR

THE SLEEP/MG MAIDS, WOKEN BY HER
CRIES,CAME RUNN/NS UP TO HER.

WHAT IS
THE MATTER, THE PRINCE! »

O QUEEN? WHERE IS THE
V. PRINCE? A

f MY SONe N
WHERE IS MY

SON? WHERE IS
® PRADYUMNA?.

RUKMINI WAS SO UPSET SHE COULD
BARELY SPEAK, r~ '' ATTg) 'l

r HE-*HEJS
MISSING FROM
HIS CRADLE*
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THEY RAN TO KRISHNA,

W DO NOT
THE PRINCE IS ( smﬁ@(ér\up

M(SSIN<3 mOUT A SEARCH
FROM HIS k PARTY. A
d CRAPLE. A '

ANY NEWS KR/SHNA THE ALL-KNOW/N<5
OF THE REMA//VEP UNPERTURBED,
L PRINCE?

WHATSO-»
EVER AND
RUKMINI IS’
PISTRAUGHT/
WITH ;
SRIEF. M

BY THEN, SHAMBARA WAS FAR, FAR
AINAY FROM PWARAKA.



PRADYUMNA
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PRADYUMNA

THE POOR CREATURE STRUGGLED
HAROMBUT /N VAIN. ,

THE F/SHERMEN HAULED /T /A/TO THE/R BOAT

IT WILL MAKE
A FINE MEAL
. FOR

L SHAMBARAvV
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MEANWH/LE RATI,THEBBRBFT W/FB OF «"A HEAVE/VLV VO/CG STOPPED HER*
KAMA% IT4 PYRE AND WASABOUT TO m m
ENTER IT WHEN e==
WAIT!
ON tHE PAV
SHIVA GETS
married..

e== KAMA
SHALL BE
TOURS'ONCE

More.

WHAT SHOULD
I DO
MEANWHILE?.



PRADYUMNA
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w e HEAD COOK WAS /MPPeSSED BY

S Hi /she looks
NEAT AMP

CLEAN ANP

HAS A

/ CHEERFUL

TJ AM — A Nce.
! //\ 1 WOULP

/ \DO WELLTO

SSmWwArSL V \ ENGAGE m
~gkr \ HER. A

W MY NAMEV
r IS MAYAVATI. '
I SEEK WORK

IN THE KITCHEN,
OF sham&ara's]
L B4LACE, S&

THE CHIEF MAID. PAT/ PASSED HEP DAYS m SHAMBARA'S
KITCHEN, HOPEFULLY WAITING FOP HER

‘IS ILL.YOU MAY
vWORK IN HER J HUS&AND TO COMEBACK TO HER*yrWm

n PLACE. A



PRADYUMNA
ONE GAY THERE WAS ACOMMOT/ON WMA CORNER
miasm

OF THE KITCHEN.

r WHAT IS p
THE MATTER? V  THESE
OH] WHAT A FISHER'
LARSE MEN HAVE
v FISH? a BROUGHT
IT FOR
SHAMBARA:;

I SHALL
COOK IT
FOR HIS
DINNER
.TONIGHT.
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WHEN HE SLITOPEN THE r wh* >

STOMACH OF THE FISH*TO WHAT IS ~ABAAH!WHATAAN
H/S ASTONISHMENT,ABEAU- £THIS* , i ‘m K?yrks BEAUTIFUL )]
T/FUJL BABY GURGLED ATHIM. AV BABY.
utterly confounded,hem m m .
TO MAYAVATL. = ~msm  coome - W BP AOB%B\‘,&L?SSRE \X
PLEASE TAKE'\ j CHILD ARE YOU?
HIM AND LOOK > I HOW DID you
AFTER HIM. I COME HERB?
PERHAPS | WHAT DOESTHE
30ME DAY HIS |LFUTURE HOLD /
PARENTS MIGHT \ FOR YOU? A

COME



PRADYUMNA
AS MAYAVAT! WONDERED THUS* SAG>e

NARAPA SUDDENLY APPEARED PWHO"
' 4STHIS =HEM'S NONE A
W WELCOME* BABY OTHER -T.Hf'<
W VENERABLE 1 ANQCW YOUR HUSBAFIP
SAG6.YOU WILL L KAMA!I A
CERTAINLY BE ABLE

N TO SATISFY m A
A"CURIOSITY.

MAYA COULD SCARCELY
HIDE HER EXCITEMENT.

f AT THAT
TIME, RUKMIKJIN
WAS ABOUT TO
HAVE A BABY.
SO KAMA WAS
6RANTEP
m his wish. A

r WHEN KAMA »
WAS BURNT TO
ASHES THAT FATE-
FUL DAX, HE
&EGQEP SHIVA
THAT HE MIGHT
BE REBORN-AS
V  KRISHNA'S SON.



f BUT n
PRADYUMNA N
DID NOT DIE.
HE WAS
SWALLOWED
BY A HUGE
FISH AND --
j THE REST
Ik YOU KNOWJ
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THE SON OF.\
- KRISHNA
AND RUKMINI
WAS DESTINED
TO SLAyTHE
A WICKED
ISSHAMBARA. /

TO SAVE
r HIS OWN LIFE ~
SHAMBARA STOLE
THE BABYaPRADyUMNA
AND CRUELLY
FLUNG HIM INTO *
k  THE ANGRY jA I
mj&i OCEAN.

mP. LOOK N.
f AFTERTHE 11
CHILD AND REAR
HIM WITH CARE.
WHEN HE ISOF

AGE LET HIM

KNOW WHO
k HE IS AND ALL
L WILLEND A

WELL.

kKND NARAOA WENT AWAY.



PRADYUMNA
RRA&YUMNA BECAME A FAVOURITE /N THE KITCHEN.

f I SHALL\ f NO,
feep HIM | SHALL.
{-HS LUNCH VSLIJMG?_XE
TODAY. J
I/IORNENCi
VMEAL™*

HE SOON GREW IA/TO A MISCHIEVOUS BOV\

WHERE IS THE
BUTTER | HAP
SET ASIDE

FOR =
£j SHAM BARA?

r »PIP NOT #
TOUCH IT. I
KNOW NOTHING
vV ABOUT IT. A

J AH! HEIS
THE SON OF
KRISHNA ALL
PIGHT.THE SAME
>LOVE FOR BUTTER
ANP THE SAME ,
LOOK. OF INJURED I
INNOCENCE WHEN \
S CAUGHT REP- J
\  HANPEP! r

17
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SO THE DAYS PARSED AND PRAD~

YUMNA GREW UP INTO A HAND-

SO CHARMING WAS He , THATALL THE MAIDS
SOME YOUNG MAN.

IN THE KITCHEN FOUGHT FOR >11S ATTENTION
MERE IS A

SWEET I

MADE

SPECIALLY

AM SURE
YOU WOULD
RATHER
HAVE THIS
FRESH
BUTTER.

MAYAVAT WAS ANXIOUS

SO SHE CALLED PRADYUMNA ASIDE

YOU ARE A YOUNG MAN NOW
AND SHOULD NOT WASTE

ITHINK IT your time Among
ISTIME | KITCHEN

TOLD HIM

WHO HE

REALLY IS.



PRADYUMNA

WHY? WHAT

'/fMWIRNOO'\‘TG? NO! YOU ARE

ONE OF PRADYUMNA-

VIHEM ?27<

«==THE SON OF THEN

RUKMINI AND « AM r COME.

v KRISHNA. I HERE? SIT DOWN
AND |SHALL

EXPLAIN
L ALL.



amar cKitra katha

r MY POOR, N
PEAR MOTHER.
SHAMBARA SHALL

PIE FOR THIS.
f RUKMINI, VOUR I SHALL KILL HIM

MOTHER, STILL RIGHT AWAY. |
WEEPS FOR YOU.

SHE THINKS YOU
V ARE PEAD. *

PATIENCEj PRAPYUMNA. HEWAS A CLEVER PUPfL AND SOON
| SHALL TEACH YOU CER- MASTERED THE SPELLS. b-mmeemev rtf
TAIN SPELLS THAT YOU
WILL NEED TO COUNTER
v SHAMBARA’S MAGICAL,
POWERS,

TRY n
ANP FIND ™
WE BY
USING THE
CHARM TO
MAKE THE?
INVISIBLE; ,
VISIBLE. Jk

AND MAYAVAT! BEGAN
TEACHING P/?ADYUMNA.



MAYAVATtjBY HER MAGICAL HE WENT TO SHAMBARA*SPALACE AND BEGAN

POWERS* PROI//DED HIM WITH TAUNTING HIML
ALL THATHE WOULD A/EEP*

COME

OUT, 0
VALIANT
ASURA&WVHO
HEROICALLY
STOLE A
FROM HIS
GENTLE
MOTHER’S
SIPE,COME
OUT AND
FIGHT.



SSEiasS
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SHAMBARA BURNED W/THRAGE WHEN HE
........... ] -HHEARD THE TAUNTS.

ISHALL N

N TEACH YOU
WHO COULD NOT TO

HAVE DISCLOSED INSULT

(MY SECRET? a  SHAMBARA.
YOU PUNY
UPSTART,
WHOEVER
YOU MAY



PRADYUMNA
A MIGHTY COMBAT ENSUED BETWEEN THE TWO.

W/TH A THUNDEROUS POAR SHAM-
BARA SWUNG HIS MACEATPRAD-
U1V S ———
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BUT PRADYUMNA WARDED OFF
THE BLOW WtTH H/S OWN MACE.

but resorting to mag/c, shambara suddenly became jnv/shle;



PRAD-YUMNA
PRADYUMNA "QUICKC/ CAST THE SPELL THAT MAYAVATI HAD TAUGHTHIM

AND DRAW//V6 H/S SWORD NSEVERED

SHAMBARA%
HEAD FROM
HIS BODYI
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I THEN HE WENT TO MAVAVAIL

I HAVE
KILLED GOME THEN!
SHAMBARA LET US NOT

WASTE TIME.
MOTHER RUKMI1NJ

HAS SUFFERED
to.. .. ENOUGH.



PRADYUMNA

THE CEREMONY WAS HARDLY OIVER WHEN KAMA SHALL
THE GODS CAME TO HfM.r y CERTAINLY
BE RESTORED
WE BES OF YOU TO RATT.
TO RESTORE ITOO AM NOW
KAMA TO RATI., * HIS SLAVE. 1

THE LADIES MISTOOK HIM TOBE
KRISHNA. r~TT

THE LORD
HAS
COMEI®

WHO IS THE

AT THATMOMENT /N DWARAKA, PPADYUMNA BEAUTIFUL
AND MAVAVAT! ENTERED THE INNER APART- LADY )
MENTS OFKR/SHNA*S PALACE. WITH HIM?

27
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IN FACT HE
EXACTLY
LIKE MY LORD}
HIS FEATURES,
HIS ©AIT,
SMILE AND !



WHO ARE A
YOU,0 HAND-\
SOME YOUTH?
WHO IS THIS
MAIDEN WHO
STANDS
MODESTLY J
BY YOU? £k

REJOICE, »
RUKMINI.
YOUR UONT6
LOST SON

UAC

RETURNED]
vTO YOU-J

WHEN PRADVUMNA
WASABOUTTO
REPLY* KRISHNA
AND NARAPA EN-
TERED THE ROOM,

I SHALL
ANSWER YOUR
QUESTIONS.-

THIS IS PRADVUMNA,
WHO IS KAMA

WAS DESTINED TO KILL
SHAMBARA AND MEET
THE DEVOUT fcAl

IN THIS BIRTH
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PRADYUMA/A TURNED TO RATL

THE GENTLE
MAVAVATI WHO
STANDS BEFORE
YOU IS NONE
OTHER THAN RATI,
KAMA’S A
\ WIFE.

’

RATIAND PRADYUIYINA THEN FELL AT THEFEET OF NARADA ,KRISHNA AND RUKMINI.



PRADYUMNA

RUKMtNI THEN EMBRACED
THE YOUNG COUPLE.

THE CITY OF DWARAKA RESOUNDED WITH EXCLAMATIONS
OFJOV WHEN.THE CITIZENS HEARD THAT THELONG-LOST
PRADVUMA/A HAD RETURNED VZ/THA WIFE,

OUR PRINCE
HAS RETURNED
AS IF FROM
THE DEAD. |
TODAY IS
INDEED A
FORTUNATE
DAY FOR

DWARAKA.

AND THE
STEADFAST
RATI-IS

HIS QUEEN.



RAMU TURNS DETECTIVE

/HERE. HOUTs
are? twelve

/WHAT ARE \ ' HES,RAMU.
w u LOOKING HOU CAN BUS'
AT f THEH ARE *MAR CHITRA

AMAR CHITRA
< KATHA. ALL EQUALLY KATHA WITH
Jm good, Yy HOUR EHES
V__ CLOSED.
MO, MUMMH. \ / ' HERE.
| MUST KEEP > PLL TAKE
Mty EHES ) THESE. ONUI
v OPEN, vy THESE *RE
AMAR CHITRA
KATHA.
ANP THESE ' )
VOU MAV KEEP ' MESj MUMMH.
THEH ARE NOT ONLH AMAR
AMAR CHITRA CHITRA KATHA
LKfITH«. >/1 CARRH THIS
s STAMP.

f*E\ XWTNAREN
ppé4n you
t?S3ral&.SURE P.

m L/XE R/JMU/fEEP WOUREWES OPEN WHEN
| you BUV AMAR CHITRA HATNA. LOOH
FQk SH/sWmMfP OF EXCELLENCE

AMAR CHITRA KATHA ARE
e BROUGHT OUT BY PEOPLE

mwho care for children
—who screen each word and each picture as they
have a lasting impact on impressionable minds.
- for whom Chitra Katha is more a
vehicle of education than a business.
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