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The Priceless Gem

All living creatures die to be born again, so the
Hindus believe. Siddhartha who became the
Buddha was no exception. It is believed several
lifetimes as a Bodhisattva go into the making ofthe
Buddha, the Enlightened One.

The Bodhisattva has come in many forms—
man, monkey, deer, elephant, lion. Whatever his
mortal body, he has spread the message of justice
and wisdom, tempered with compassion. This
wisdom, of right thinking and right living, is
preserved in the Jataka tales.

These tales are based on the folklore, legends
and ballads of ancient India. We cannot assign a
definite date to the Jataka stories. Taking into
account archaeological and literary evidence it
appears that they were compiled in the period, the
third century B.C. to the fifth century A.D. They give
us invaluable information about ancient Indian
civilization, culture and philosophy.

According to the Maha (Jmmagga Jataka, the
Bodhisattva was once bom as Aushadha Kumar
who was endowed with celestial knowledge and
superhuman powers. The present issue of Amar
Chitra Katha presents the second set of the tales
connected with Aushadha Kumar.

The first title (No. 342) The Battle of Wits
presented the tales connected with the childhood
of Aushadha Kumar. This issue presents stories of
Aushadha Kumar at the court of Mithila.

OUR NEXT RELEASE ON

August 15. 1986

Mahabharata — 18
INDRAPRASTHA LOST

Over 360 titles
now on sale. *



The Pricdless Gam

AUSHADHA KUMAR WAS A
REINCARNATION OF THE
&OPHISATTI/A.

HE WAS NAMED AUSHADHA*
KUMAR, BECAUSE HE WAS
PORN HOLPINO A PIVINE
HERB WHICH HAP SUPER-
NATURAL HEALING POWERS.

* MEPICINE

A HEAR BEFORE AUSHAPHA
KUMAR’'S BIRTH, KING
VA/PEHA OF MITHILA HAP
A PREAM SIGNIFYING THE
ADVENT OF A GREAT SOUL
WHOSE WISPOM WOULD BE

UNSURPASSED, i—V----m- m

EIGHT YEARS LATER, CONVINC-
ED THAT AUSHADHA WAS
THAT GREAT SOUL, KING
VA/PEHA ADOPTED HIM AND
BROUGHT HIM TO MITHILA.

AT MITHILA .WHILE AUSHADHA
GREW UP INTO A HANDSOME
YOUNGSTER, THE PANDITS OF
THE COURT, WHO NEVER WANT-
ED HIM THERE IN THE FIRST
PLACE BECAME ENVIOUS OFHIM.
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NO, I CAN'T

REACH IT.
JTHEN
LET US
INFORM
THE KING6

THE PRICELESS GEM

NO MAN CAN GET
TO IT. MV FRIEND
IS THE BEST
SWIMMER IN THE
LAND BUT...



amar chitra katha

SENAKA, A COURT PANPIT ANP THE
CHIEF COUNSELLOR, OBSERVEP THAT
VAIPEHA'S HEART WAS SET ON

THE GEM. IF I RETRIEVE IT,

THE KING WILL
HAVE GREATER
w  FAITH IN ME
~“"N“THAN HE HAS
Ik IN AUSHAPHA
\ KUMAR.

SO BEFORE VAtPEHA COULP
APPROACH AUSHAPHA KUMAR

I SHALL RECOVER
THE GEM RIGHT

AWAY, MAHARAJ.

ALL RIGHT,
SENAKA.



THE PRICELESS GEM

SOON THE TANK WAS FILLED HOW PIP IT
AGAIN WITH WATER. AND LO/ GET THERE,
THERE WAS THE 6EM, SENAKAf

ING AWAY AS
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BRING ME
ATHAU* ANP
I WILL SHOW

VOU HOW.



AROUND TH/S TIME A VOUNG MAN
NAMED PINGUTTAR, WHO HAD
COMPLETED HIS STUDIES, WAS
TAKING LEAVE OF HIS TEACHER
WHEN rp’ ~
7 WAIT, SON ! \
TRAPITION PEMANPS
THAT YOU, MY SENIOR-
MOST PISCIPLE, SHOULP
WEP MY ELIGIBLE
PAUGHTER. X

THE PRICELESS GEM
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| SHALL ALWAYS SOON, THEY CAME
FEEL INFERIOR UPON A GOOLAR *
TO HER. | MUST TREE IN THE
SET RIP OF JUNGLE.PIN6UTTM
HER SOMEHOW SUDDENLY FELT
> HUNGRY.

HE CLIMBED UP THE TREE
FIND STARTED GOBBLING

THE FRUIT. } |, Mi,

I WILL
EAT SOME
GOOLARS

* WILD FIG.
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*

HEEPING THE ftPVICE
OF HIS MINISTER.,
KING VftIP E Hft
BROUGHT HER TO
HIS PftLftCE.

THE WISE SAV THAT
A WOMAN ABANPONEP
By HER HUSBANP CAN
REMARRV. WILL yOU
MARRV M E? y

GLAPLYy,
O NOBLE
KING *

mUillw.

THE PRICELESS GEM

il |

n 11 i —
meeo M 111 tinin/iSSf -

yOU ARE NOW

BEGINNING A NEW

LIFE. SO | MUST

GIVE yOU A NEW

\%

WILP FIG— GOOLAR

NAME.

SEES

EVEN IN THE HOUR.
OF CRISIS SHE WAS
SO CALM. SHE IS
-—m FIT TO BE A
Vrt QUEEN. J

ftNP ON ftN ftUSPICIOUS DAY, THE
KING MARR/EP HER.

SINCE | FOUNP
VON ON AN UPUMBARA*
TREE,I SHALL CALL

v yOU UPUMBARA /
PEVI.
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BNP THE QUEEN SUPDENL'i SAVLEP.
THE KING SBW HER SMILE BNP
BECAME BNGR'y. |




THE PRICELESS GEM
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BEING A WOMAN SO, WHEN | SAW
OF NOBLE CHARACTER, THE PLIGHT OF THE
SHE COULD NOT MAN,I COULD NOT

HAVE LEFT HER. HELP BEING
HUSBAND. AND... PLEASED WITH MV

FATE.THAT-IS
WHV | SMILED.

OV THEN, KING
VRtPEHR HRP SENSED
THAT SENSKA AND
OTHER. PRNPITS WERE
ENVIOUS OF RUSHRPHR.
TO PROVE RUSHRPHRS
WISDOM, VRIPEHR
POSEP R RIPPLE

TO THEM.

14



BUT THE RICH
HOWEVER STUPIP LIVE
WELL . THEV MAKE

USE OF ALI >

THE PRICELESS GEM

BECAUSE, THE STUPID
SEE WEALTH AS AN ENP
IN ITSELF ANP HENCE COMMIT
SINS, WHEREAS THE WISE
DO NOT ANP ARE HENCE /
VIRTUOUS.
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THE PRICELESS GEM
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THE MA/P PAtP NO ATTENTION
THE WOMAN. |

THE PRICELESS GEM

TO

HEY 11 SAID

I WANT TO
BUY SOME
CORDS.

CURDS!

CREAMY
CURDS!

VO VOU WANT
TO SELL YOUR
CURDS OR NOT?

STRANGE! why
IS SHE HAWKING
IF SHE POES NOT
WANT TO SELL?
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THE PRICELESS GEM

THEV ARE, ANP AUSHADHA WHAT
MAHARAd <WHAT ANP J KUMAR. PO VOU
ABOUT US AND— MEAN 2
ONLV THIS, MAHARAJ, YOU MUST BE
THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE OUT OF VOUR
A~ _ ~OUR HOUSES T MIND. I AM NOT,
—\ SEARCHED. >/ MAHARAd.
| INSIST.
BECAUSE WE
SHOULD BE
ABOVE
SUSPICION.
THE HOUSES OF THE FOUR.
PANDITS WERE SEARCHED,
OBVIOUSLY WITH HO RESULTS
MEANWHILE, THE MAID SENT THAT WOMAN WENT
OUT BY AMARA RETURNED. STRAIGHT TO SENAKA

. PANPIT'S house.
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THE PRICELESS GEM

GRANDPA, YES, SON, AND HE STARTED WORK/NO AS
QO YOU NEED | COULD DO THE POTTER’S ASSISTANT.
AN ASSIS- WITH HELP.
TANT ?
AFTER A FEW DAWS WHEN VAtDEHA HAP BUT THE ACCUSED
CALMED DOWN— T MUST BE GIVEN A
jew el CHANCE TO DEFEND
YOU DID NOT WAS FOUND IN A HIMSELF
GIVE AUSHAPHA HIS HOUSE. '
A CHANCE TO
EXPLAIN. A VOU ARE A
RIGHT. | SHALL
PO THAT NOW.
A SEARCH PARTW SENT HOW PO VOU
BW THE KING BROUGHT EXPLAIN THE
AUSHAPHA KUMAR RECOVERY OF THE MY WIFE
BACK TO THE COURT. CROWN JEW EL COULD TELL

FROM YOUR / WOU.
\% HOME ?
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WHEN AMARft DEV! WAS SUMMONED TO THE COURT

MAHARAd, THE

GEM CAME TO OUR ANP WHO
HOUSE IN THIS BROUGHT THE
X POT. POT TO VOUR
HOUSE ?

A VENPOR OF CORPS
| CAN HAVE HER
BROUGHT HERE.

THIS IS THE WOMAN
WHO BROUGHT THE
POT OF CORPS WITH
V THE GEM HIPPEN

INSIPE. ~

MAIPS!
BRING HER
IN.
PARPON ME,

MAHARAd,
SENAKA PANPIT
GAVE ME THE

POT. y

vou,
SENAKA?



THE PRICELESS GEM

I...ER ... PLEASE BEING, ft BENEVOLENT SOUL, AUSHADHA
PARPON M E, /WAHARAV KUMAR CAME TO SENAKA'S RESCUE.
NEVER ! YOU PARPON HIM, YOU ARE
SHALL BE MAHARAd. IT WAS NOBLE,
SEVERELY ONLY A PRANK. AUSHADHA f
PUNISHED.

BUT HE SOON RECOVERED AND
DECIDED TO CHANGE HIS STRATEGY.

25
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THE PRICELESS GEM

THE NEXT DAY AT THE COURT

PANDIT AUSHADHA
KUMAR, TO WHOM
WOULD YOU
CONFIDE YOUR

SECRETS?
NO ONE.

AFTER THE COURT WAS ADJOURNED

THE COMMANDER DON'T WORRY,

OF MY ARMY IS MAHARAJ. |
SECRETIVE WITH MEf WILL TAKE
THI6 IS AN ALARMING CARE OF

REVELATION INPEEDI. . THINGS.

THIS TIME SENAKA
IS UP TO SOMETHING
FAR MORE SERIOUS.

MEANWHILE, AS AUSHAPHA
KUMAR RETURNED HOMEWARDS

| HAVE NEVER SEEN
THE KING LOOK SO
PERTURBED.

AUSHAPHA KUMAR KNEW THAT SENAKA
AND THE THREE OTHER PANDITS
REGULARLY MET IN A SECLUDED
CORNER OF THE GRAIN MARKET.

I HAP
BETTER
FIND OUT
WHAT THEY
1 ARE UP TO.

1T
\

27
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HE WILL. BECAUSE

HE HIP HIM-

SELF IH A | HAVE IMPRESSEP
HEAP OF I HAVE HATCHEP WILL THE UPON HIM THAT
w:I'T’\‘EDAND A SECRET PLAN. KING AUSHADHA HAS

| AUsHAPHA O oUR. HIS EVES SET ON

V WURPERED.J ACT P k  THE THRONE.
THIS SITUATION AUSHAPHA KUMAR GATHERED SEE THAT NO
CALLS FOR THE TROOPS AND SURROUNDED ONE ESCAPES

PRASTIC ACTION THE PALACE. |

AFTER ESTABLISHING HIS CONTROL
OVER THE CITV, AJSHADHA KUMAR

WENT TO MEET THE KING. immm— A
GLORV TO, /  Vou
KING HVPOCRITEI
_VAIPEHA! WHV DO VOU
SHOUT MV
PRAISES
WHEN VOU
ARE OUT TO
PO ME

\Y HARM.

28



THE PRICELESS GEM

r l HAVE NO INTENTION SENAKA PANDIT
OF HARMING VOU, WANTED TO HAVE
MAHARAJ. 1 JUST ME MURDERED.
WANT TO MAKE VOU
v AWARE OF CERTAIN
> FACTS. \%
WHAT
FACTS?
SO HE POISONED ARE VOU WONDER-
VOUR MIND TO ING HOW | LEARNT
GAIN VOUR VOUR SECRET,
SUPPORT. \Y SENAKA ? >

f ITHINK VOU WILL
AGREE NOW THAT A
SECRET SHOULD
NEVER BE DIVULGEP
V TO ANVONE. FOR...
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AND, MAHARAYV, | ALSO
WANTED TO PROVE
THAT | WOULD EVER
REMAIN FAITHFUL
to you. /



THE PRICELESS GEM

TO ATONE
FOR THEIR
SINS, THEV
SHALL SERVE

VOU AS

SLAVES.



