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The Priceless Gem
All living creatures die to be born again, so the 

Hindus believe. Siddhartha who became the 
Buddha was no exception. It is believed several 
lifetimes as a Bodhisattva go into the making o f the 
Buddha, the Enlightened One.

The Bodhisattva has com e in many forms— 
man, monkey, deer, elephant, lion. Whatever his 
mortal body, he has spread the message of justice 
and wisdom, tempered with compassion. This 
wisdom, o f right thinking and right living, is 
preserved in the Jataka tales.

These tales are based on the folklore, legends 
and ballads of ancient India. We cannot assign a 
definite date to the Jataka stories. Taking into 
account archaeological and literary evidence it 
appears that they were compiled in the period, the 
third century B.C. to the fifth century A.D. They give 
us invaluable information about ancient Indian 
civilization, culture and philosophy.

According to the Maha (Jmmagga Jataka, the 
Bodhisattva was once bom as Aushadha Kumar 
who was endowed with celestial knowledge and 
superhuman powers. The present issue o f Amar 
Chitra Katha presents the second set o f the tales 
connected with Aushadha Kumar.

The first title (No. 342) The Battle of Wits 
presented the tales connected with the childhood 
of Aushadha Kumar. This issue presents stories of 
Aushadha Kumar at the court of Mithila.

OUR NEXT RELEASE ON
A u g u s t  15 .  1 9 8  6

Mahabharata — 18 
INDRAPRASTHA LOST

O v e r  3 6 0  t i t le s  
n o w  o n  s a le .  *



The Priceless Gem
m
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AUSHADHA KUM AR WAS A 
REIN CARN ATION  O F  THE 
& OPH ISATTI/A .

HE WAS NAMED AUSHADHA* 
KUMAR, BECAUSE H E WAS 
PORN HOL PINO A PI VINE 
HERB WHICH HAP S U P E R 
NATURAL HEALING POWERS.

A HEAR BEFORE AUSHAPHA 
KUMAR’S  BIRTH, KING 
VA/PEHA OF MITHILA HAP 
A PREAM SIGNIFYING THE 
ADVENT OF A GREAT SOUL
WHOSE WISPOM WOULD BE  
UNSURPASSED, i--- v------m

EIGHT YEARS LATER, CONVINC
ED THAT AUSHADHA WAS 
THAT GREAT SOUL, KING 
VA/PEHA ADOPTED HIM AND 
BROUGHT HIM TO M ITH ILA .

AT MITHILA .W HILE AUSHADHA 
GREW UP INTO A HANDSOME 
YOUNGSTER, THE PANDITS OF 
THE COURT, WHO NEVER WANT
ED HIM THERE IN THE FIRST  
PLACE BECAME ENVIOUS OF HIM.

* M EPICINE
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THE PRICELESS GEM

NO, I CAN 'T  
REACH IT.

. / T H E N  
L E T  U S  

IN FO RM  
T H E  KIN6

NO MAN CAN G ET  
TO IT. MV FR IEN D  
IS T H E  BEST  
SW IM M ER IN THE 

. LAND B U T .. .
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I SH A LL R EC O V ER  
T H E  G EM  RIGHT  
AWAY, M AHARAJ.

IF I R E T R IE V E  IT , 
T H E  KING WILL 
HAVE G R EA T ER  

w  FAITH IN M E  
^ ^ T H A N  HE HAS 

I l k  IN AUSHAPHA 
\  KUM AR.

ALL RIGHT, 
. SEN A K A .

SEN A K A , A COURT PAN P IT  A N P  TH E  
C H IEF  C O U N SELLO R , O B S E R V E P  THAT 
V A IP EH A 'S  H E A R T  W AS S E T  ON  
THE G E M .

S O  B E F O R E  V A tPEH A  C O U LP  
APPROACH A U SH A P H A  K U M A R



THE PRICELESS GEM

SOON TH E TANK WAS F IL LED  
AGAIN WITH WATER. AND LO /  
TH ERE WAS THE 6 EM ,
ING AWAY AS

HOW P IP  IT  
G E T  T H E R E ,  
S E N A K A f



a m a r ch itra  katha

BRING M E  
A T H A U *  ANP  
I W ILL SHOW  

_ VOU HOW .



THE PRICELESS GEM

7  W AIT, SON ! \
TRAPITION P EM A N P S  

TH A T YOU , MY SEN IO R -  
MOST P IS C IP LE , SHOULP 

W E P  MY EL IG IB LE  
P A U G H T ER . X

AROUND TH/S TIM E A VOUNG MAN  
NAMED PIN G U TTA R, WHO HAD  
C O M P LETED  H IS S T U D IE S , WAS 
TAKING LEA V E  O F H IS  TEACH ER  
W H EN    rp'--------------------------^ —
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SOON, THEY CAME 
UPON A GOOLAR *  
T R EE  IN THE 
JU N G LE. PIN6 UTTM 

' SUDDENLY FELT  
> HUNGRY.

I SHALL ALWAYS 
F E E L  IN FER IO R  

TO  H ER . I MUST 
S E T  R IP  OF 
H ER  SOMEHOW

HE CLIM BED  UP THE T R EE  
FIND STA RTED  GOBBLING 
THE FR U IT . |-------- | , Mi,

I W ILL  
EA T SOME 
G O O LA R S

*  W ILD F IG . 8
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THE PRICELESS GEM

EV EN  IN T H E  HOUR. 
OF C R IS IS  S H E  W AS  

S O  C A LM . S H E  IS  
•— ■ FIT  TO B E  A . 

Vrt Q U E E N . J

H E E  P IN G TH E ftPV ICE  
O F H IS  M IN IS T E R .,  
KING Vft I  P E  Hft 
BROUGHT H E R  TO  
H IS  P ftL ftC E .

ftN P ON ftN ftU SP IC lO U S  DAY, TH E  
KING M A R R /E P  H E R .

THE W IS E  SAV THAT  
A WOMAN A BA N PO N EP  
By H ER H USBAN P CAN 
REM A R RV . W ILL yOU  

MARRV M E ?  y GLAPLy, 
O N O BLE  

KING *

S IN C E  I FO U N P  
VON ON AN UPUM BARA* 

T R E E , I  S H A L L  C A LL  
v yOU UPUM BARA / 

P E V I .

yO U  A R E  NOW  
B EG IN N IN G  A NEW  
L IF E . SO  I M U ST  

G IV E  yO U  A NEW  
V  N A M E.

*  W IL P  F I G — G O O LA R

I I I ® ®

S E E S

■Uillw. ■111 j
^  ! 1  i —

M ill tini n /  iSSf : : :■■:
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B N P  T H E  Q U E E N  S U P D E N L 'i S A V L E P . 
T H E KING S B W  H E R  S M IL E  B N P  
B EC A M E  B N G R'y. |----------------------------

12
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BEING A WOMAN 
OF NOBLE CHARACTER, 

SH E COULD NOT 
HAVE L E F T  HER. 

H USBAN D. A N D ...

S O , W HEN  I SAW  
T H E  PLIGHT OF T H E  
M AN,I COULD NOT  
H E L P  B EIN G  
P L E A S E D  WITH MV 
F A T E .T H A T - IS  

WHV I S M IL E D .

0V  T H EN , KING  
VRtPEHR H RP S E N S E D  
THAT S EN  SK A  AND  
OTHER. P R N P ITS W E R E  
EN VIOUS O F  RUSHRPHR. 
TO P R O V E R U SH R P H R  ‘S  
W ISD O M , V R IP EH R  
P O S E P  R  R IP P L E  
TO T H E M .

14
-



THE PRICELESS GEM

B E C A U S E , T H E  STU PID  
S E E  W EALTH  A S  AN E N P  
IN IT S E L F  AN P H EN C E COMMIT 
S IN S , W H E R E A S  T H E  W IS E  
DO NOT A N P A R E  H EN C E /  

V IR T U O U S .

B U T  T H E  RICH  
H O W EV ER  S T U P IP  L IV E  
W E L L  . T H EV  M A K E  

U S E  O F ALI_____ >
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THE PRICELESS GEM

T H E  M A /P  P A tP  NO A T T E N T IO N  T O  
T H E  W O M AN . I--------------------------------

'  VO VOU W AN T  
TO  S E L L  Y O U R  
C U R D S O R  N O T ?H EY 1 I SA ID  

I W AN T TO  
BUY S O M E  

. C O R D S .

S T R A N G E ! w h y  
IS S H E  HAW KING  
IF S H E  P O E S  NOT 
W ANT TO  S E L L ?C U R D S !

C R E A M Y
C U R D S !
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THE PRICELESS GEM

T H E V  A R E ,  
MAHARAd < W HAT  
A BO U T U S  AND—

A N P AUSHADHA  
K U M A R .

W H A T  
PO VOU  

M EA N  ?
A N P  J

YOU  M U S T  B E  
O U T  O F  V O U R  
T _______ M IND.

ONLV T H IS , M AHARAd, 
TH A T YOU S H O U LD  HAVE 
^ _ _ ^ O U R  H O U S E S  
— \  S E A R C H E D . >/

I AM  N O T, 
M A H A R A d.

I IN S IS T .  
B E C A U S E  W E  
SH O U LD  B E  

A B O V E  
S U S P IC IO N .

T H E  H O U S E S  O F  T H E  FO UR. 
P A N D IT S  W E R E  S E A R C H E D ,  
O B V IO U SLY  W ITH  H O  R E S U L T S

T H A T  W OMAN W EN T  
STR A IG H T  TO S E N A K A  

. P A N P IT ’S  h o u s e .

M E A N W H IL E , T H E  M A ID  S E N T  
O U T B Y  A M A R A  R E T U R N E D .
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AND H E  S T A R T E D  W O RK/N O  A S  
TH E P O T T E R ’S  A S S IS T A N T .

Y E S , SO N , 
I COULD DO 
W ITH H ELP .

GRANDPA,
QO YOU N EED  
AN A S S IS -  ^  
TANT ?

A F T E R  A FE W  DAWS WHEN VAt DEH A H A P  
CA LM ED  D O W N ---  ----------------------

TH E j e w e l
WAS FOUND IN 

HIS H O U SE.

BUT  T H E  A C C U S E D  
M U S T  B E  GIVEN A 
CHANCE TO D EFEN D  

^  H IM S E L F . .YOU DID NOT 
GIVE AUSHAPHA  
A CHANCE TO  

EX PLA IN . A VOU ARE  ̂
RIGHT. I SHALL 
PO THAT NOW.

A SEA R C H  PARTW S E N T  
BW TH E KING BRO U G H T  
AUSHAPHA K U M A R  
BACK TO T H E  COURT.

HOW PO VOU 
EXPLAIN TH E  
R EC O V ER Y  OF THE  
CROWN J E W E L  

FROM YOUR /  
v HOME ?

MY W IFE  
COULD T E L L  

WOU.

A
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WHEN AMARft D EV ! W AS S U M M O N E D  TO T H E  C O U R T

M AH ARAd, T H E  
G EM  CAM E TO OUR  

H O U SE IN T H IS  
X POT.

ANP WHO 
BROUGHT TH E  

POT TO VOUR 
. H O U SE ?

MAI P S !  
BRING H ER  
.  IN.

A VENPOR OF CORPS  
I CAN HAVE HER  

. BROUGHT H ER E .

T H IS  IS TH E WOMAN 
WHO BROUGHT T H E  
POT OF CO RPS WITH 

V TH E GEM H IPPEN  
IN S IP E . ^

PARPON M E, 
MAHARAd, 

SEN A KA  PANPIT 
G AVE M E T H E  

. POT. y

v o u ,
S EN A K A ?



THE PRICELESS GEM

BEING, ft B EN E V O L E N T  SO U L ,  AUSHADH A  
KUMAR CAME TO S E N  A K A ’S  R E S C U E .

I . . . E R . . .  P L E A S E  
PARPON M E, /WAHARAV

YOU A RE  
N O B LE , 
AUSHADHA f

PARPON HIM,
M AHARAd. IT W AS 
ONLY A PRAN K.

N E V E R  ! YOU 
SHALL B E  

S E V E R E L Y  
PU N ISH ED .

B U T  H E  SO O N  R E C O V E R E D  AND  
D EC ID ED  TO CHANGE H IS  S T R A T EG Y .

25
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THE PRICELESS GEM

THE N EXT DAY A T TH E COURT
PANDIT AUSHADHA  
KUMAR, TO WHOM 
WOULD YOU 

CON FIDE YOUR  
S E C R E T S ?

NO O N E.

M EANW HILE, A S  AUSHAPHA 
KUMAR R ET U R N ED  HOMEWARDS

AFTER THE COURT WAS ADJOURNED

DON’T  W ORRY, 
M AHARAd. I 
W ILL T A K E  
C A R E O F  

._____ T H IN G S .

T H E  COM M AN DER  
OF MY A RM Y IS  
S E C R E T IV E  W ITH M Ef 
THI6 IS  AN ALARM ING  
REVELA TIO N  IN P E E D l.

I H AVE N E V E R  S E E N  
T H E  KIN G  LOOK SO  

P E R T U R B E D .

AUSHAPHA KUMAR KNEW THAT SENAKA 
AND THE THREE OTHER PANDITS 
REGULARLY M ET  IN A SECLU D ED  
CORNER OF THE GRAIN MARKET.

THIS T IM E SENAKA  
IS  UP TO SOM ETHING  
FAR MORE S ER IO U S .

I H AP I T  
B E T T E R  \  
FIND  OUT  
WHAT T H EY  

1 A RE UP TO.

27
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HE H IP  H IM 
S E L F  IH A 
H EA P  O F  
GRAIN  AND  
W AITED .

H E W IL L . B E C A U S E  
I H AVE IM P R E S S E P  
UPON  HIM TH A T  
A U SH A D H A  H A S  
H IS  E V E S  S E T  ON 

k  T H E  T H R O N E .

I HAVE HATCHEP  
A S E C R E T  PLAN. 
W E SH A LL HAVE 
AUSH A PH A  

V  W U R P E R E D .J

W ILL T H E  
KING  

APPRO VE  
O F OUR  

A CT P

S E E  TH A T NO 
ONE E S C A P E S

TH IS  SITU A TIO N  
C A LLS  FO R  

P R A S T IC  ACTION

A U SH A PH A  K U M A R  G A T H E R E D  
T H E  TRO O PS A N D  S U R R O U N D ED  
T H E P A LA C E . I---------------------------

A F T E R  E S T A B L IS H IN G  H IS  CONTROL  
O V ER  TH E C ITV , A J  S H A D  HA K U M A R  
W EN T TO M E E T  T H E  K IN G . i----- .— ^

/  VOU 
H V P O C R ITEl 

WHV DO VOU 
SHOUT MV 

P R A IS E S  
W HEN VOU 
A R E  OUT TO 

PO M E  
V  HARM.

GLORV TO, 
KING

. V A IP EH A !

28



r  I HAVE NO INTENTION  
OF HARMING VO U , 
M AHARAJ. I JU S T  
W ANT TO M A K E VOU 

v AW ARE OF CERTAIN  
>  FA C T S . V

WHAT
F A C T S ?

THE PRICELESS GEM

SENAKA PANDIT 
W AN TED TO HAVE 

M E M U R D ER ED .

A R E VOU W O N DER
ING HOW I LEA R N T  
VOUR S E C R E T ,  

v SEN A K A  ?  >

f I THINK VOU W ILL  
A G R EE NOW THAT A 
S E C R E T  SHOULD  
N EV ER B E  D IVU LG EP  

V  TO ANVONE. FO R ...

SO H E P O IS O N E D  
VOUR M IND T O  

GAIN VOUR  
S U P P O R T .
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AND, M AH ARAV , I A LSO  
W A N TED  TO P R O V E  
TH A T I W OULD E V E R  

REM AIN FA ITH FU L  
t o  y o u . /



THE PRICELESS GEM

TO ATONE 
FOR T H EIR  

S IN S , TH EV  
S H A LL  S E R V E  

VOU A S  
S L A V E S .


