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PRITHVI VALLABH

(or THE STORY OF MUNJA AND MRINALVATI)

Munja, popularyl known as Prithvi Vallabh, ruled Malva (modern
Madhya Pradesh) and large parts of Gujarat from A. D. 974 to 997.
Accounts of his story are to be found in the few verses available today, of
a poem, MUNJARASA, in Gujarati.

Munia was a great ruler. An able statesman, scholar and poet of
considerable repute, he was brave, handsome and noble, with an infinite
capacity to enjoy life. He was loved by his subjects. This is the story of
his ill-fated romance with the stern and austere Princess Mrinaivati, sister
of the King of Telengana.
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FRITHVIVALLABH

UN MANYAKHET(TELENG6ANA),THERE WAS GREAT REJOICING. THE
JNI/INCIBLE EMPEROR OF AI/ANT/ (MALI/A), MUNJ,HAD AT LAST BEEN
DEFEATED BY THE TELENCANA HINO, TA/LAP. WATCHING THE
U/CTORY PROCESSION FROM THE PALACE WINDOWS WAS

MR/NALL/ATI, TAILAP} ELDER SISTER AND THE REAL POWER
BEHIND THE TELENGANA THRONE.



MUNJ WAS POPULARLY KNOWN PS
PRITHVI VALLABH THE FAVOURED
OF THE EARTH. HE WPS TALL AND
BROAD SHOULDERED, HANDSOME
AND NOBLE. ALL E/E5 WERE UPON
HIM AS WALKED, PROUD AND
STRAIGHT, j

AS THE PROCESSION WOUND »
ALONG, PPITHVI VALLABH STOP-
PED UNDER THE PALACE
WINDOW AND GLANCED UP AT
MRINALVATI. A SERENE SMILE

MRINALVATI WAS WIDOWED AND
MIDDLE-AGED. LONG YEARS OF
AUSTERITY HAD LINED HER
ATTRACTIVE FACE. HER ONE
AMBITION HAD BEEN TO
DEFEAT N)UN<T.

MRINALUATI STOOD TRANSFIXED
BY H/5 GAZE AS THOUGH SHE
WAS HYPNOTISED. -



X | HAVE
!/ ALWAV'S VALUED
yOUR BLESSINGS,

MAY YOU SISTER. YOU KNOW

LIVE LON®, | WOULD BE NO-~

TAIl RP | MAY \WHERE WITHOUT
EVERY EFFORT OF vou- A

YOURS BE CROWNEP/
WITH VICTORYY!

Y" BHILLAMRAT,

WELL DONE ! YOU | HAVE HEARD
HAVE PROVED YOUR- THE TALES OF
SELF A WORTHY YOUR VALOUR IN
="M20M/V1ANDER-IN-> THE CAPTURE

X. OF MUNJT



\ THINK
MA/E SHOULD
BEHEAD MUNT
AS SOON AS
\ POSSIBLE"

m >7"YyEs, we must "
AN O T BE HASTY, TAILAP.
fWE MUST TORTURE HIM
TILL HE BESS FOR MERCY.
THAT WILL BE A FIT PUNISH,
MENT FOR MUNT. | SHALL?
A"PERSONALLY 4

TEACH HIM ®mAiS m * Si
A600D i
LESSON.

AJABESSINSA
ArVoUR PARDON
reiRE, IT 60ES
AGAINST ETI-
QUETTE TO BE-
DHEAD A CAPTMREL

K"MNking.
/[ 'you? n N WAIT
HOW WILL YOU AND
TEACH HIM A SEE .

Vv LESSON?



NOW
"ASK OF ME

A X

FAVOUR, BHILLAM.
| SHALL GRANT IT
FOR 1 AM WELL

PLEASED WITH

YOU.

BUT since:
you URGE MEA~N
| WISH AN EARLY
ATE TO BE SET
FOR THE MAR— |
RIAGE OF MY DAUGH-/
CTER VILASVATI AND,
YOUR SON,
SATYASHRAYA

[-"THIS
ITHOUGHT WAS
UPPERMOST IN OUR
~MINDS TOO, BHILLA

ASK FOR SOME-






THEY SHOULDX
/BE ALLOWED TO
BE MY PERSONAL
GUESTS FOR AS
\ LONG AS THEY /

\ BHILLA/Vf
W IS MORE
'STUPID THAN
UNMYOuR \
\ THOUGHT. AAWISH will be

/ISRANTED, THOUGH

WHAT YOU WANT |,
TO DO WITH POETS/
1 CANNOT n

BE PLEASED. SHE
HAS NOT HEARD
POETRy SINCE WE
LEFT OUR KINGDOM



MRINALUATI HAD NEWER CONSID-
ERED W/S/TING A PRISONER IN HIS
CELL, HO MATTER HOW HIGH H!S
STATUS. BUT THAT DAY...

~  WHY SHOULD
I NOT VISIT HIM?
HE IS A DESPICA-
BLE CREATURE.
HOW | SHOULD
?.LOVE TO SEE
aHIM SQUIRMS

IN THE DUNGEON, SHE FOUND
MUNT RECLINING NONCHALAHTLY,

AS THOUGH HE WERE ENJOYING
THE COMFORTS OFF PALACE.

HER MOUTH SET SEWERELY, CLAD
IN AUSTERE CLOTHESJILTING HER
HEAD PROUDLY, SHE MARCHED

TOWARDS THE DUNGEONS.

WHEN HE SAW HER, HE 6 AWE HER
SUCHA wonDERFULLY ERIEHOLY
SMILE THATSHE WAS STUMPED!

is ii

m

O "¢\
SHE TURNED AWAY HER FACE
ANGRIL Y ~

pr are you \
NOT SORRY,
YOU WRETCH?
PAy
INSOLENCE
j BY HANGING
fi  TOMORROWS

you will
FOR

\



GLORIOUS! WHAT
A FITTING END FOR
ft VANQUISHED
k KING | A

WHAT HU/YIILIATION DO YO U\

TALK ABOUT, MRINAL? |

HAVE ALWAYS BEEN

COMPLETELY MASTER OF

NOT ONLY MYSELF BUT OFy

INY SITUATION | HAPPEfA]
TO BE IN

ITHAT

MRIHRLVRTI STAMPED HER FEET
ANGRILY.

CAN
FyOU BE SO COOL
IN THE FACE OF

| HUMILIATION AND

« INSULT? HAVE

1 YOU NO DECENCY/

ik LEFT.? A

| LIVE FROM
ONE MOMENT
TO THE NEXT.
NOT OUTWARD
CIRCUMSTANCES
BUT | MYSELF
AM THE
CONTROLLER
OF MY
HAPPINESS
AND
SORROW,

IS WHY | AM CALLED PRITHVI

VALLABH THE FAVOURED OF THE

EARTH!

AND TILL | HAVE THI5 A

ABILITY TO EXTRACT JOY FROM M
ATHE WORLD AT WILL, | SHALL /J .

REMAIN SO

T

HE STOOD UP, TALL PND PROUD. HIS PRESENCE
SEEMED TO FILL THE WHOLE PRISON. MR/NHL I/PTI
HAD NEVER ENCOUNTERED SO POWERFUL P
PERSONPLSTY. SHE FELT WEAK PHD CONFUSED.



OUTWARDLY,SHE REGAINED HER

COMPOSURE.

THE STAID AND AUSTERE

MRINALVATI BLUSHED
FURIOUSLyYy AND FLED
FROM THE PRISON IN
UNDIGNIFIED HASTE.

PRITHVI VALLABH'S MOCK!Im IX
VOICE ECHOED SOFTLY EEH/NL'i]

K

r

W'U- n
Jj fTEACH YOU
TO LIVE,

PRINCESS

\o

c

BACK IN THE PALACE, SHE TRIED TO
THINK OF A WAY TOPUNISH MUNJ

THIS DECISION MADE MR/NAL FEEL
' BETTER. SHE CAUGHT SIGHT OF

; HER FLUSHED FACE IN A MIRROR
\AND ATTRIBUTED IT TOHER SENSE
OF TRIUMPH.RESOLUTEL Y SHE
DECIDED TOIGNORE THE FAST
PACE OFHER HEARTBEATS WHICH

HAD QUICKENED AT THE MEREXET
THOUGHT OF MUNUTN



SHE TRIED TO MEDITATE BUT HER
MIHD'S EYE CONTINUED TO
CONJURE UP THE SMILING FACE
OF fYIUNJ.

FROM HER BALCONY SHE WATCHED
THE CROWDS COLLECTING JN THE

MARKET SQUARE.



THE CASE WES BROUGHT /NV. THE CROWD
GAZED HT THE MAON/F!CENTj TOWERIHG
PERSONRL/TY OF MURE WITH AWE

END WONDER. _

HE BECKONED Ft SMALL
G!RL TO H/M.



HIS RICH I/OICC SRNG LOUD HHD
CLERR~

, LET US SIN® AND DANCE
BE MERRY AND (BAY
FOR FRITHVI
VAILABH IS IN
OUR MIDST
TODAY! v



JUST THEN, SOME OF THEM CFUSHT
MR/NPLVFT/'S STERN D/SHPPFOV-
INSS GFZE FROM THEPFLFCE
BFLCONY. THE MERRY-MFK/NO

CPME TOFN FBRUPT STOP.

MRINFL I/RT/ FLUSHED FT H/S MUNJ LOOKED UPRT HER
WORDS. SHE TURNED FWFY FBRU- RETREF)TINS FIGURE FND LFUGHEP
PTLY FND WENT /NTO THE RRLFCE. [SOFTLY.

H/5 SPIR/T OFJOY FND HFPP/NESS
WHS INFECT/OUS. SOON THE

MERKET SQUFRE WHS F/ILL ED BUT THE/R MERRIMENT WFS SHORT-

WITH S/mINOG VOICES THRT HED LIVED. TFILFP'S SOLDIERS SOON

NOT KNOWN SONS FOR MENY DISPERSED THEM. MUNJ SMILED

LONS YEERS. PS HIS CF6E WFS WHEELED FWFY.r
MRINFL HFD LOST EVEN — m
ROUND TO H/M .|



IN THE PRLfICE, TFHLRP CAME TO VISIT H/5 3/STER, WHO 5TOOD NT R
WINDOW, BROOD/NS OVER THE MORN/NOE EVENTS5.

<500 BE WITH yOU,TAILfIR A"MyESAMTHATN

you MUST HAVE 1/ SCOUNDREL
HEARD ABOUT WHATy / MUNT MADE
HAPPENED IN THE *ME the: A

V. MARKET SQUARE/" l1aucphino rr
stock of m r*Z
v OWN
\PEOPLE™4r

X 1NAVE  \

ISWORN RE- \ ,TA”JJESWE“
WENQ E TOMORROW - \1ysT" sOMEHOW
SUFFER THE i BREAK HIS A

SUPREME HUMIUA/ V=>PIRIT.
\ tion OF WASHIN

X MY FEET IN

\ COURT. [/



THE GUARDS WERE ASTOH/3HED TO
LATE THAT H/OHT. SEE MRINALVATI AT THAT HOUR.THEY
PITIED MUHCT FOR HRI/HE SO

A-P'LET ME ~ DETERMINED RH ADUER5ARY RHD
% <30 AND SEE QUICKLY OPEHED THEDOORS FOEHR

HOW | CAN SAVE
HIS AlI5s>U IDEDA
,» SINFUL SOUL

SHE EHTERED /Y)UHJH CELL AHD IPACOMF MY
GESTURED TOTHE GUARDS TO rDEAR. | HAVE
WITHDRAW. BEEN EXPECTIN®

YOU FOR A LOINS
v TIME NOW. a



WHAT ~
AAUDACITY
f WAITING? FOR ME
INDEED I ' HAVE
NOT COME TO
SOCIALISE WITHA

igSP” i have
spCOME TO TEACH
XYOU TO MEND
YOUR WAYS,TO BE

’ MORAL AND j

v. you Jk <3000- /3
VATEACH ME..
'O, HA, HP, HA 1
MRINAL *HOW
CAN ANYONE INTENSELY. MY LIFE HAS
TEACH ME ALWAYS BEEN FULL AND
ANYTHING P /O

\\ COMPLETE IN EVERY
~PTl . WAY - r“Tn"



WHAT INDEED CAN YOU
TEACH ME? YOU WHO
HAVE NEVER KNOWN
JOY AND BEAUTY, WHO
HAVE NEVER LOVED
ANYONE, NEVER
BEEN LOVED.

THERE IA/RS NOTA SOUND FROM
mu/vt NS the shards overpow-
ered HIM AMD BRADDED H/5 ARM.
THE ACR/D SMELL Of BURMLHO
FLESH FILLED THE CELL T/LL
MR/TVHL WAS FORCED TO CALL OUT-



BACK Ily HER PRIVATE ROOMS, SHE TRIED TO STILL THE TURBULEN-

MR,'NHL WAS CONFUSED AND CE IN HER IVJ/ND BY SITTING /N
AS/TRTEP. MEDITATION.

BUTMUNTT'S HANDSOME SMILING FINALLY, IN SHEER EXHAUSTION, SHE

FACE FLOATED BEFORE HER LAY DOWN AND YIELDED TO HER
MIND *5 EyE. DREAMS OF MUNTT-



NEXT MORNING, TP/LPP ORDERED P SPECIRL CEREMONY IN COURT- THE
CONQUERED TO IAJPSH THE FEET OF THE CONQUEROR PSP GESTURE OF
PCCEPT/NE HIS SUPREMPCY THIS R/TUPL WOULDENPBLE HIM TOBE FREE
RED RETP/N H/S KINGDOM PS WELL. REFUSPL TODO SO WOULD MEPN
SURE DEPTH. PRITHW I/PLLPBH, NOBLE PND UNYIELDING, WPS BROUGHT

INTO COURT, HIS HPNDS TIEED BEHIND HIS BPCR.



HERD DOWN, LIKE E BULL, 'Y)UNJ~
CHPR&ED ' TOWEEDS THE MEN
HOLD/NO THE TER OF WETER
THE ECT/ON

took THE

6UERDS BY-

SURPRISE

END THEYi

LOST

THEIR \

HOLD ON

HUTI-

THE JER FLEW OUTOF HIS HERDS
END ITS WETER DRENCHED TE/LEP
FROM HEED TO TOE!

THE WHOLE COURT WES SHOCKED INTO SILENCE.
ONLY HUNT THREW BECK H/S HEED END LEUGHTD
HEERT/LY, WHILE TE/LER SHOOK END SPLUTTERED.



">"Nstop, n

'STOP! HAVE YOU
TAKEM LEAVE
OF YOUR

tv SENSES ? A

‘'THE WHOLE WORLD/
WILL LAUGH AT !
L/OU IF you KIL/A

Ik A CAPTIVE
d7/7 KING.~Arfn

TRILRP5 FACE FELL FPL
HELEFT THE COURT IN
HN6EHHNP HUMIL IBT/Oh



fN THE PHLHCE, TFILHP WHS
SULLEN.

/BY KILLIIN® A HELPLESS
CAPTIVE YOU WOULD HAVE



EHCK IN THE PR/SON, MUN<T LAY DOWN ON THE COLD STONE
FLOOR. SUDDENLY, HIS EYE CAUGHT THE MOVEMENT
OF ONE OF THE FLAGSTONES-OF THE FLOOR.

I/IWHAT IS N T i i
JJHAT? WHa¢ o,  ° A T N B I X
TXIS IT.2X % .

X 1 ! t  fi-

MY POETS TO THE
RESCUE! WELL DOME !

/ MAHARAJj COME BUT | CANNOT COME,
QUICKLY. THE WIFE BHO'J. AT LEASTXTf
OF BHILLAMRAJ , NOT TODA

HAS SHOWN US /

VA WAY TO X <

V ESCAPE UMNA

vV WHY

f NOT,
MAHARAJ?

r FACT ISj[BHOT, 1
LOUE PRINCESS
MRINAL , IF YOU CAN
PLAN THE ESCAPE
v FOR TOMORROW, !
U WILL BRIN® HER
-LX ALONG TOO. X -

WHATEVER
YOU
WISH. X



OPEN THE DOORST'
THIS I/ILE MUNJMUST
BE TALKSHT TO BE

THAT EVENING, E)S 500N R5 THE SUN
HRD SET, MRINRLVm/ CREPT OUT
OF HER ROOm RED WI1RDE HER WRY
TOWORDS THE DUNGEONS.

!/ WHAT HAVE
YOU DONE TO
ME? | DON'T
KNOW MYSELF
ANY MORE.



THEY SffT BL155FULLY IN EACH

OTHERS COMPHNY FOR R LORS5
7IME.

AN
WHAT WILé THE FTHERE ARE  coULD GET.
FUTURE HOLD TWO THINGS
FOR US, IVIUNT? WE CAN DO. R'DBEFOTVHOEUFEQ_
YOU COULD KILL HIM.
mk CONSENT
|1 TO BE
y I\ MY
J P\ QUEEN..
HOW CAN | KILL r TO BE YOUR
TAILAP, A/IUNT ? QUEEN.THERE
| HAVE BROUGHT IS NOTHING |
HIM UP LIKE A

DESIRE MORE.
SON .



FULLY, MRINAL. COME
HERE AT MIDNIGHT
TOMORROW, READY
FOR FLIGHT TO
AVANTI

MRINPL LOOKED RT MUNT WORSH/PFULLV. HER EYES5
SHORE WITH EXCITEMENT.



BUT IN THE 5RNCTURRY OF HER
PRLRCE, MRINRLVfITI STRRTED
'HRINN<G MISGIVINGS...

E HE IS
HANDSOME
> AND POWERFUL. IN
£/ Ti AVANTI | WILL BE
L/'7 n \ TUST ANOTHER
T ' M IT WOMAN TO HAVE}
LOVED HIM.

i SHOULD NEVER
HAVE SOT INVOLVED
WITH HIM. YET
HAVING KNOWN
HIM, LIFE WITHOUT
HIM WILL BE X
IMPOSSIBLE. )

WHAT SHOULD | bO? ~
HOW COULD MY
YEARS OF AUSTERITY
AND PENANCE BE
REDUCED TO NOTHING"
BY HIS MERE
SLANCE? A\

| KNOW WHAT | MUST
DO | | MUST KEEP
MUNT HERE A PRISONER
FOR EVER. | CAN SEE

v HIM AT WILL AND J
1 \NOBODY WILL DAREAT

fc V-QUESTIQN Mt.r$ r



SHE SUMMONED SHTYHSHRHYE). MUINT'S ESCAPE

7RILHP’'S SON TO HER. s MUST BE PREVENTED 1
SATYASHRAYA, 1 BUT MAKE SURE /]
HAVE LEARNT OF \' HE IS NOT KILLED/" |

A PLOT TO RESCUE

MUNT TOMORROW/
V at midnioht? ,

Y, ALSO, DO

/ NOT LET YOUR Bg\ggbR
'FATHER KNOW ABOUT ObING
THIS. HE MAY ACT
\RAS5HLY AND HAVE
\ HIM KILLED...
. AND THAT
| COULD
NEVER

BEAR |



RND SOMUNJS BID FOR ESCRPE WR5 FOILED ! R FIERCE BRT7LE TOOK
PLRCE BETWEEN SRTYR5HRRVR RND H/5 MEN RND MUNJ'5 POETS.FRTL
TOOK R CROOKED TURN. BHILLRM'S WIFE EXPOSED TO TR/LRP, MR/NRL3
LOVE FOR THE HRTED ENEMY. R5 R PUNISHMENT, PR/THV/ VRLLRBH

WRS MRDE TOBE<5FOR FOOD FROM HOUSE TOHOUSEFOR SEVEN DRX5-

H/5 ERSY FRIENDLINESS NON HIS GROWING POPULRRITY MRDE

HIM INSTENT RDM/RR T/ONRND TR/LRP FURIOUS.
RESPECT. r
'‘NOW/ IS
"THE TIME TO

'FUDGE WHETHER
WIANYRKHET HRS
BETTER COOKS THRN
MiVANTI. AT ANY RATE*

AM SURE IT 15
BETTER THAN
THE FOOD
FROM TAILLAP 'sW
KITCHENS\M °'
"I N



7R/ILPP LOST NO CHPNCE TO MOOR HT MIRINHL WH77, MHO WHS UTTERLY
SORROWFUL HND DEFECTED HT THE TURN OF SPENTS.

ISO, QUEEN MOTHER . !

HAVE ISSUED A PROCLfl

MOTION THAT TOMORROjk
JJ*E\THE MIGHTY MUNT

/W fJfR Floglg%R%ﬁl V<*

0;/.#Tyou AND THAT "SJJIA
JF'W J WILL BE HIS LAST
MEAL . AFTER THAT) T?
&"s-J \ HE SHALL BE
M ..7 CRUSHED TO DEATH
BY A MAD ELEPHANT.

MRINHL HNEW SHE HEP BROUGHT' TP/LHP CONTINUED TO TPUNT

D/SHSTER UPON HERSELFEND j HER -

ON M)UNJ~. B U | SHE WPS PROUD OF

HIM END HER EYES FLESHED D E - X'V/:II;*FTEHQS TO\

FIFNJLY. /D O YOUR
WORST, TAILAP ALL YOUR PEN 705
vyou ARE NoT _ANCEj DEAR

SISTER? COU- B
EVEN WORTHV . V —r
OF THE DUsT LD YOU FIND i fv
FROM HIS NO ONE ELSE/ J
FEET. TO FALL IN A

LOVE WITHS-fr

$
P

TAILAP, YOU WILL NEVER

ACHIEVE EVEN ONE TENTH

OF HIS OREATNESS
EVEN IF YOU LIVE



NEXTDRY, THE CROWD WRTCHED W/TH\ MRINRL FLUNS RSIDE
BRTE-D BPEHTH PS MUNT, STRH/GHT THE BOWL OF RLN1S
FIND PROUD RS EVER, STOOD BEFORE SHE HELD RND FELL
MR/NRLVRH, WHO5E EYES WERE RT H/5 FEET.
BRIMMING WITH TERRS. HE SM/LEDa

MRINAL, MY DEAR,

YOU HAVE ALREADY

IVEN NVIE ALL YOU
HAD. WHAT MORE
CAN YOU GIVE ME?,,

DO NOT GRIEVE,
MRINAL. A MAN'S
DEATH IS PLANNED
THE DAY HE TAKES
BIRTH. DO NOT
YOURSELF. | HAVE
LIVED JOYOUSLY

| WILL DIE SO, FOR

| HAVE KNOWN
HAPPIIMESS WITH YOU.

SO SHYING, HE WRLKED
MRJEST/CRLLY TOWHRDS
THE ELEPHRNT.

» COME ON,
KINO AMONG
/[ELEPHANTS.
ISRLUTE THE
KINO AMONG

KINGS !

LORD! | HAVE BEEN
I5SH AND IN fW/
FOOLISHNESS HAVE

BROUGHT THIS HOUR
OF DEATH UPON

THE ELEPHRNTj WHO HF)D BEEN FED ONDEHO-
LY INTOYICRNTS, TRUMPETED LOUDLY IN
SHLUTRT/ON. THEN HE P/CKED UP PP/THVI
VRLLRBh IN HIS TRUNK RND DRSHED HIM
the GROUND, the SIGHT WR5 MORE THEN
MRINHL COULD BERR. SHE SHRIEKED LOUDLY
RND COLLRPS5ED TO THE GROUND, THIS TIME
TO Be UNITED WITH HER BELOVED FOREVER.
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