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PREVIOUSLY..

Thousands of Years in the future, an epic unfolds,
From his strongho d on the continent of Nark, the evil
Ravan means t0 crush the world under his heel. But the
free-willed races of the lands of Aryavarta, led by the
humans of the city of Armagarh, résist the dark”lord.
However treacherz resulted in'the exile of Rama, who Is
Armagarh's greatést warrior. Along with his younger
brothér LakShman, and beautiful “Seeta dau%hter of
earth, Rama travels the land in a quest to restore the
earth to its former glory.

Prisoners in the dungeons of the city of Panchvati,
Rama and Lakshman were forced to™ fight in_the
gladiatorial battles of Dwand-Yuddn. Meanwhile, Seeta
escaped from the clutches of Dushan and was reunited
with her friend Vishwamitra, who ur?ed her to unleash
her earth magic and destroy Panchvafi, and thus escape
the wretched city, Rama and Lakshman defeated their
Initjal Oﬁ onents in the arena, but_prepared to confront
their final opponent, Viv-Shan. The general-turned-
%Iadlat_or has a score to settle with Rama, and the greatest

attle 1n the history of Dwand-Yuddh I about to"begin.
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My ARM IS
BROKEN,
MY SHOULDER
DISLOCATED.

I AM
UNABLE 10
LIFT*
WEAPON.

fr KHARA, THIS ISNOT
A FAIR ROHT. ONE OF MY
COMBATANTS IS INCAPACITATED,
AND THE OTHER JUST SURVIVED
A 8ATTLE WITH THE
*-m KABANPHA.' JM

~ YOU CANNOT ~
JUST PIT HIM AOAINST
fc* THE GENERAL/

I CAN
ONLY WATCH
HELPLESSLY..,

...AS MY BROTHER
RAMA FACES THE
ASUBA GENERAL
WHO DEFEATED US IN
JANASTHAN THREE
YEARS A<30.

THIS TIME,
THE BATTLE IS A
PEATH MATCH.

DON'T TELL

_ ME..

UGTEN TO
THEM, DEAR
SISTER. THEY

LOVE IT.



N

| REMEMBER A~

GENERAL OF A VAST
ARMY, A NOBLE MAN
WHO KNEW THE VALUE

OF WORDS  j/

JAVWAIVEN.

«
m
m

/"ttOW DID THIS”
.( HAPPEN TO YOU,
VIV-SHAN? ~

r | WANDERED ALL

YES, |
VALUED MV WORDS. FOR SHELTER, BUT BEING AN
AND | PAID THE PRICE ASURA, | WAS NOT WELCOME
FOR THAT. A~ v INANY COUNTRV.

WHEN RAVAN
A FOUND THAT I LET X
" YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE " EméﬂleTRlEﬁ(szgi
LIVE, HE STRIPPED ME OF MV TOOK ME IN

RANK AND THREW ME IN THE
PITS OF RAURAV. FOR A YEAR
. | ENDURED THE NIGHTMARE b
k OF THE PITS, WORKING

AS A SLAVE,

BUT | EGCAPEP
FROM NARK. _

ACROSS ARVAVARTA LOOKING

AS A SLAVE.
FROM THE SLAVE
OF RAVANTO THE
. SLAVE OF
WAKHARA.

"NOT EXACTLY~
A PROMOTION.)

I AM OF THE PRIMUS

RAKSHASA CLAN OF LANKA,

AN ASURA WARBORNI

COMMITMENT, BE IT ID

N

| VALUE MV~

RAVAN OR TO KHARA
OR EVEN TO YOU/

rW E NEED NOTP O #
THIS, VIV-SHAN. WE CAN

. TAKE DOWN KHARA

N

TOGETHER.

-X

YOU DON'T
UNDERSTAND, DO
YOU?



CSWSE



WE ARE HERE TO

w WE
SHALL SING OF

THIS DAY TO OUR

,» HATCHLINGS! >

RAMA/

WATCH THE SPECTACLE OF
RAMA'S DEATH. EVEN IF HE
WINS, AND THERE IS VERY LITTLE
CHANCE OF THAT, HE WILL
6TU BE KILLED.

BY MOTHER
DHARTI/

DOYOUSEETH E "
WRETCHES SURROUNDING
US, SEETA? THEY CRAVE
BLOOD.

N pipyou THINKTHEV A
HAD MADE RAMA THEIR
HERO? THEV ARE EAGER
A TO SEE HIMFALL. »

THIS IS A WRETCHED C ITV "\
WHERE MEN FIGHT FOR THE \
ENTERTAINMENT OF THE MOB, A CITY \
INFESTED WITH CORRUPTION AND |
DECADENCE, RULED BY THE
OUS KHARA, DUSHAN - -----mmomoeeeee \
—————— SURP'NAKA._ /u THISCITY IS ~
~  DOOMED, JUST LIKE
V' VOUR FRIENDS ARE,
SEETA

BRING AN
END TO ITS
_ MISERY.

~ WHAT DO YOU ASK ~

OF ME, VISHWAMITRA?
WHAT DO YOU WANT ME
. TO DO? I...CANT...



THIS IS
POINTLESS. WE CAN
. VO THIS ALL PAY,

VIV-SHAN. _ 4

A UNTIL ONE »
OF US FINALLY
N ©IVES UP.

r APITYYOU >
SHALL DIE BY YOUR
v OWN WEAPON. y

REMEMBER MV
SWORD, RAMA? THIS
WAS YOUR PARTINS



noui@



KHARA,
WE NEED
TO TALK.

LATER.

-y WHERE WERE YOU"-#

/  YESTERDAY, DUSHAN?
YOUR WAR-GHOULS LOST

V  MISERABLY AGAINST
V . THE KSHATRIYAS. A

r AH, rr SEEMS ~
YOUR NEW CATCH DIDN'T
TREAT YOU TOO WELL,

BROTHER. Jt

LISTEN, CALL OFF THE >
KSHATRIYAS, | NEED THEM
ALIVE. | WILL USE THEM AS

BAIT TO LURE BACK
THAT WITCH.

/— YOU'RE OUT OF
YOUR MIND. THIS FIGHT IS
MAKING ME MORE MONEY
THAN | COULD MAKE INA
Y LIFETIME. "
YOU DON'T
UNDERSTAND, |
NEED THEM
\~"J/om __;

| HAVENOTIME *
FOR YOUR SILLY ©AMES,
PUSHAN. WATCH THE

i YUDDHOR LEAVE. ™

IPEMANPI

SHUTUP. I'LL
SPLIT THAT WENCH
OPEN WHEN | GET
MV HANDS ON HER

AGAIN/

I DECLINE.






WHAT INTHE
NAME OF...?

HMVIM?
INTHE NAME ~
OF EVERYTHIN®
THAT'S SOOP IN
s THIS WORLD... >
STOP THIS

INSANITY/ .



SURRENDER.

IT'S NOT
OVER YET.

V X



ocomic

Mil

©2001



IMPRESSIVE r - NOw

AVICTORY'.  DECLARE YOURSELF

m b g g f CHAMPION 8V SLAYING
THE GENERAL/

WHATTHE ~
HELL, BROTHER? ARE
NOU PROVOKING
THE MOB? ~
I AM A
KSHATRIVA, ANP
MV HONOR TELLS ME I'VE GOT A BETTER IDEA.
OTHERWISE. | SHALL NOT WHY DON'T YOU TWO (SET
V  KILL AN UNARMED YOUR BUTTS DOWN HERE
MAN. V. ANDPROVEVOUR *
\ METTLE? / -1
r YESSS, LET ~ ~-\
THEM FIGHT! THE NERVE,
WANTING TO CALL OFF
v THE BETS! /id
A ISMABA A
AND DUSHAN WILL
PARTICIPATE IN THE DO IT, you

DWAND YUDDH! ~ COWARDS!



more,vou -~
COULD HAVE BEEN
MV CHAMPIONS, AND
YOU DARE CHALLENGE
K ME? v*

r YOU AND n
YOUR HARLOT WILL
PAY FOR WHAT SHE'S
U DONETO ME. jA

r YES, CO"E ~
FORTH YOU CHEATING, ,

" LYING BASTARDS/ THIS IS NOT

DWAND YUDDK THIS IS
MURDER. AND | WILL DO
EVERYTHING IN MY POWER
U TO STOP YoOu.

YOU NEED NOT P O THIS,
SURP'NAKA. YOU'RE PUTTING
YOURSELF INGRAVE i
n DANGER, ITISNT A
WORTH"

SHUTUP.

THIS IS WORTH
EVERYTHING.






DO YOU
WANT THIS TO
CONTINUE?.

~ DO YOU WANT >
YOUR FRIENDS TO
BE SLAUGHTERED?,

NOTHING CAN
SAVE THIS CITY ANYMORE,
SEETA. IT'S SUBMERGED IN
MADNESS AND CHAOS. YOUR
* FRIENDS WILL DROWN IN y
ITAS WELL

r GIVETHIS ~
CITY SALVATION'.









WHAT HAVE
| PONE?,,

f FINISHED,
SEETA. WE NOW
TAKE OUR
V  LEAVE. /

UHNN?

r YOU HAVE n
SERVEP YOUR PURPOSE YOU HAVE
INTHIS LANP. THE STORY BROUGHT ANEND
OF PANCHVATI ENPS TO ITS ANNOYING
HERE. n . PRESENCE.

N THIS CITY WAS BUILT

ON THE TARNISHEP GROUNP

WHERE | WAS CONCEIVED,

BLASPHEMOUSLY BROUGHT
INTO THIS WORLP BY THE

n EVIL OF MAN.









YOURE
WRONG'



ALL X
Y THIS TIME, WE N
THOUGHT HE WAS
V VISHWAMITRA. /

r THERE'S >
NOTHING LEFT
FOR US HERE
v ANYMORE. >

SHE HAS BEEN TAKEN ]
BV THE AGURAPRIME)

v HIMSELF. THEBE IS /
\*"NOHOPE. n

MVLIFEAN D\
m v /MY HONOR BELONG\
YOU, RAMA. BUT WE
mpar ALONE CAN'T STAND UP
UKV I\ AGAINST THE WHOLE
WIET \ CONTINENT A
mtti OF NARK



A FEW DAYS " LAKSHMAN, > JUST A

LATER DO YOU SEE
ANYTHIN® IN THE DUST STORM.

V DISTANCE? V

OH...THATS ANGAP AND HIS

TROOPS. LET'S GET OUT OF

v HERE, THOSE MONKEYS >
V  MEAN NOTHING BUT /

TROUBLE.

LIGHT A SIGNAL. WE SHALL
JOIN THE KISHKINDHANS IN
N. THEIR CIVIL WAR.

r SHOULDN'T ~
WE BE LOOKING FOR
WAVS TO RESCUE

ASEETA INSTEAD?

"...AND FOR THAT | WLL
BUILD THE GREATEST
ARMYTHIS WORLD HAS
EVER KNOWN."

N WE N
SHALL...BUT
NOT ALONE.

7 1| WILL TEAR ~
POWN THE EMPIRE
OF RAVAN BRICK

S. BV BRICK...



Story

.Color

ALL OF
WHICHBRINGS US,
I GUESS, TOME

EVEN NOW, AFTER
EVERYTHING THAT'S HAPPENED,
AFTER ALL WE'VE BEEN
THROUGH, IT IS HARD TO
DESCRIBE MY PLACE INTHIS.

I AMNOT MV BROTHER.
I AM NOT THE WARRIOR
THAT RAMAIS. | AM
NOT THE HERO HE IS.

AND | NEVER
WILL BE.



U S

HE WAS OLDER,
WISER. WHEN | WAS
A BOV, HE WAS MY

MODEL FOR ALL

THINGS.

RAMA me MY
STANDARD.

My EARLIEST
MEMORIES ARE
OF RAMA.

ALWAYS
RAMA.

WE WERE KSHATR/YAS

OF ARMAGARH. THERE

WAS A STANDARD TO
WHICH WE ASPIRED.

BUT I ALWAYS
FELL A LITTLE
SHORT.

WHERE HE WAS
SERENE, | COULD
BE QUICK TO ANGER.

WHERE HE WAS
JUDICIOUS, I COuULD
BE IMPULSIVE.

BUT NOW, AS
THEN, | DO MV
BEST.



NOW, AS THEN,
| UNDERSTAND
MY DUTY.

MV FIRST LOYALTY IS ID
RAMA, AND | WILL STAY AT
MV BROTHER'S SIDE, ALWAYS.
WHERE RAMA 1S, THERE SHALL
LAKSHMAN BE AS WELL.

| WOULD GLADLY LAV
DOWN MV LIFE FOR
HIM..THOUGH LET'S HOPE
IT DOES NOT COME TO
THATJUST VET.

BECAUSE OUR
S1DRV IS NOT
YET FINISHED.



Jolil imatS
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“A kaleidoscopic panorama of pastel
splendor that is drop dead gorgeous...
tSnake Woman) hits all the right
notes."

-Broken Frontier

Mbolid entertainment... 4% Stars."
— Comixfan.com

“ ...sharp social commentary."
-IGN
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DeepdkQiopH&

B u d h a
AS«xyofEnll"temmnt

For me, as someone who trained as a medical doctor and practiced medicine for years
| see Buddha as the first physician in history. Why? Because when a physician seesa
patient, he goes through four processes.

First, he makes a diagnosis ofan illness.

Second, he looks for the cause ofthe illness (in medical parlance, it's called etiology).
Third, he determines the prognosis.

And finally, he prescribes a treatment.

Buddhas diagnosis was that human existence entailed suffering.

The cause, he deduced, was not knowing who we are, being afraid of
impermanence, grasping and clinging to that which is phemeral, and the
fear ofdeath. He reasonied that the prognosis is good if the treatment is
_enhg%_htenment. For _enll%htenmentglves us the experience of our real
identity. The following stories are about the young Prince Gautama before
he became the Buddha. Gautama did not look to outside authority nor did
he mention God. His transformation was experiential and his story is not
only unique, butalso full of drama, suspense, and intrigue.

The word Buddha means to be awake. |fwe are to solve our

own existential unhappiness and its consequences, such as violence,
war and terrorism, social |n{ust|ce, extreme economic disparities,
and ecologlcal devastation, then our collective humanity

has to wake up.

| hope you enjoy this story and it inspires you to wake up.

Deepak Chopra

Virgin Comics



AN

Deepak Choprak

" A ﬂory ij Enllrg]}hten%ent
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“Encoded imto the stories of the divine Pontheon ofIndia are some ofthe
mostprimal stories evertold. Theychronicle ourgreatest aspirations, our
darkestfears, and our collective experience as a species”

* -DEEPAK CHOPRA

DEEPAK CHOPRA

“TRUE MYTHIC WONDER...
5 OUT OF 5 STARS.**
-Comiccritique.com

M\ THOUGHTFUL APPROACH TO
SUBJECTS RARELY BROACHED IN
COMICS.**

—Comixfan.com

“STRANGE AND MAGICAL AND
MOVING.**

—Mike Carey

(Author Of X-mep, Voodoo ChH

M\ BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED
GRAPHIC NOVEL..

A MUST READ AND A COLLECTOR
ITEM.”

—Desicritics.com =

ON SALE
mow






