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INTRODUCTION

The story of Rishyasringa, as told in the Vana Parva of
the Mahabharata, is a plea for liberal education. Insulated
education makes for inadequate development of body and
mind in the sense that it is insecure, being subject to the
influence of wordly forces. Liberal education, on the other
hand, is a guarantee against the trauma of subsequent and
sudden revelations.

It is a measure of the strength of the moral fibre of
ascetic India that the restraints of up-bringing imposed on
Rishyasringa led him not to ignorance but to innocence. It
was untainted and therefore responsible for his achievement
of bringing rains and fertility to a parched and barren
land.
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AS THEAUSTERE OLDHERMIT,
VIBHANDAKA, LOOKED UPON
THEHANDSOME, YOUTHFUL
LINEAMENTS OHs
RISHYASR/WGA, HE WAS
PLEASED.

JK|

A

HE REMEMBERED THB DAY WHEN THE ENCHANTtNOVWHAT A DVINE FORM

APSARA,URVASHIHAD FORA MOMENT DISTURBED [i SftW JUST NOW I THAT

-V \ 1 INNOCENT DOE SEEMS TO BE
S\AFFECTED BY THE AURA SHE HAS

m V. S K .vp ' LEFT BEHIND! n



A FEWDAYS LATER,ANOTHER &EAUTIFULDAMSEL
HAD COME UP TOHIM WITH BABV/N HERARMS.

ACEPT \OY JP A
v SON.

s ' YES, YOUR SON.
/| AM A CELESTIAL MAIDEN.

| HAD ONCE OFFENDED
BRAHMA AND WAS CURSED BY

v HIM TO BE BORN ON EARTH
V. ASA DOE. S,

WHEN | REPEATEDLY PLEADED WITH
HIM TOR Em E THE CURSE

[JANONE CAN
THE LAW OF KARMA! MY WORDS
AKCANNOT BE WITHDRAWN./

"HOWEVER, YOU MAY REGAINS
YOUR OWN FORM AND STATUS

IN HEAVEN IF AS A DOE YOU
"BEGETA SONOfARISH I*



WILL YOU ACCEPTA r | CERTAINLY WILL.

WABY MY SUPER- ~

INATURAL POSVLVJERS,I HAVEI)E" YOUR SON, 0 SAGE. :Ej::;;;ii:AALNLDED
* AND REAR HIM f

BEGOTTEN THIS SON OF YOU, ASA RISHI? J SHALL GROW UP TO

. ON HIS HEAD HE BEARS- A £ THE MOST A

jKTHE STAMPOFHI$ A ( VIRTUOUS *

\AMONG MEN. M

1frke: k\ 3
Jro zivv/
AS WHANDAKA HAD WALKED AWAY, THE , L Y | SHALL BRING HIM UP IN J
CELESTIAL mPENHAD VANISHED. fw ISOLATION, LEST HE BE

V# 4 .TEMPTED AWAY FROM THE
DUTIES OFA CONTINENTVt
E "MSH&LIFE.Mm Sm|

50 TAKING THE CHILD DEEP INTO THE FOREST, AWAY
FROM TjiE WORLD O fMETLA[



SAGE VIBHANDAKA HADREARED
WITH THE UTMOST OF CARE. ANDRISHYASRIN6GA
WASNOWAWMMAN.F™_ %
if"THOVVINWOCEm*
/[~ A~ 1uiA D | NOT KEPT HIM ISOLATED?) |

hoe X i f HEMIGHTNOTHAVE 5HONE50 )
A J"M LwiTH THE LIGHTOFCHASTITX/fi

ATABOUT THHT TIME KINO LOMAPADA OF

SON, | AM GOIN6 OUT TO GATHER FRUITS,
ANGA M 'S PERFORMING A YAJNA TO

HEW THE LOGS AND SET THE

PROPITIATE INDRA,THE LORE
“ * pACRIFICIAL FIRE '
RAINAND THUNDER. I THT-
tf(JjulGOING6 W H ILE 7
ifA M| AM WL A
ISUDDENLY 0 KING, THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE DOES NOT

A1 BLAZE UP. HAVE YOU BROKEN ANY,
"mKIOF THE CUSTOMARY RULEsJ/S-'
2 A |L to BE OBSERVEDijg "* S ¢ |
/"WDURING Ar-y [ # | T )
T J)MLYASHA?M m



\LOMAPADA WASGUILTYBUTHE DARED

. It W you LIE! TO THE

WOABMLTIL “l\-lE) [EARLIER SIN, YOU
HOLY SIRS L add the sin of'
| HAVEN'T. fc|FALSEHOOD! y

WAIT! PLEASEV WE SHALL HAVE NOTHING

DON'T DESERIi V to do with youiy
ME.ISHALLM \" henceforth.J
ATONE FOR m

LAPSES [jw m

IN THEHEAVENS, NRAIGD

WI/THOUTRAIN, THE CROPSWITHERED
WAS DISPLEASED. }------- -

AND FAILED.
KING LOMAPADAHAS N~ A

CLEARVISIONOF HISMOW

DHARMA.I SHALL W FfHM

HOLD MY LIFE-GIVING~

RAN FROMTHEc ~ j B

KINGDOM

OFANGAVWIB



FAMINESTRUCK THELAN P\

A MEANWHILE YOU TELL
THE PRIESTS HERE THAT | HAVE
GONE AWAY TOATONE FORMY
MISDEEDS; THATI AM TRYING
TO MAKE

amends.

"4

LOMAPADA SENTFORHIS MINISTERS
| will goto ayodhya
A AND SEE MY FRIEND

DASHARATHA. PERHAPS
£Ujis

PRIESTS MA
er" 7 ABLE to help
=8N

p f@%

y

W

yrii H m
WHENLOMAPADAREACHED
DASHARATHA'S PALACE- f"DASHARATHAA
M yFRIEND! I AM IN
BUTWHERE IS YOUR /  TROUBLE.
RETINUE? YOUR  J | NEED
iMINSIGNIA ? | VOR



WHENLOMAPADATOLD DASHARATHA THE

WHOLE STORY-

/' DON'T WORR/MY \
FRIEND.MY PRIESTSWILL
ADVISE YOU. THEY HAVE
v NEVER FAILED ME.

‘THE MOMENT THAT TRUE HERMIT
SETS FOOTON YOUR KINGDOM,
(THERE IS NOTTHE LEAST DOUBT
[THATTHE CLOUDS WILL j
A burst AND POUR RAIN .»
Sfgk FORTHWITH. JAA

LOMAPADA

70 KING, SEND FOR SAGE
H/IBHANDAKA'S CHASTE SON,
RISHXASRIN6A.RfWELLS
IN THE FOREST, KNOWS /
NOTHING OF THE FEMALE A
kSEXAND TAKES DELI6HTJ1

K~IN  SIMPLICITY.

RETURNED TVNDSENT

(| HAVE FOUND THE
SOLUTION. THE GREAT HERMIf
RISHYASRINGA HAS ONiyJ
L TO STEP INTO ANGA I
(k  AND OUR WOES A
WILL END. .~ A



" WHAT'S THE MATTER ?
WHY DO YOU LOOK SO
) S5ULLEN ?

W r MYLORDI WHY

Y NOT SEND SOME COURTESAN?
TO ENTICE HIM HERE?THEY
BEIN6 WOMEN OF THE WORLD

" ARE CLEVERER INSUCH y ’

AMATTERS. jgm i

MX LORD HIS1 r_IT WOULD BE

FATHER WOULD1 FXTI[;EETSTTRY
NEVER

WEAR OF i VINVITATION. J

f  THEN FIND SOME OTHER MEANS.
WHATEVER THEY BE, THE SAGE
MUST BE BROUGHT HERE AT
ALL COSTS, BEFORE MY
SUBJECTS PERISH FOR

V. WANT OF FOOD
L AND

WATER. *

y f\W  EYCELLENT IDEA!!
r SEND FOR THE MOST
ACCOMPLISHED
COURTESANS OF THE£]

LAND.



| WHEN THE COURTESANS SAGE VIIBHANDAKA'S 50N,
EEFORETHEKING-{ RISHYASRINGA MUST BE BROUGHT-
TO THE KINGDOM. SECURE HIS
t CONFIDENCE, TEMPT HIM AND



THECHIEFCOURTESAN STEPPEOFORW ARD” KING, 1

OHtS GMVEHERALL THAT SHE\

A NEEDS FORTHE MISSION||

1 AND A SPECIAL GIFT OF GOLDAND J
\JEIVELS FOR HERSELFJ

It SHALL Bl

DONE, My

v LORD A

M MW ITH HRA QEVYOF
SOME WORKMENJHE CHEF CQIJRTESANUFT
M IH E FOREST.



HILDAS BEAUTIFUL A
FLOATING HERMITAGEAS?  {
yOUEAN. ADORN ITW [T H A7
VARIOUS PLANTS ANDCRY¥ eR$
AND EXOTIC TREES LADNjspljj
WITH FLOWERS AND /7 H H
FRUITS ff1P |

W CHIEF COURTESAN
WORKMANSHIP. 1

GOOD! JUST AS W
HAD VISUALISED IT. NOW
HAVE IT MOORED NEAR X «
THE SAGES HERMITAGE/"
WHEN70U FIND THE SAGES
SON ALONE, COMEAN D j|
JELL ME.

THOROUGHLY SKILLED
THEARTOF CREATING AN
Illusion, theworkmen
COMPLETED
INHOT/IME. g "
madam, it is ready:
WOULD you CAREy

TO SEE IT? _<V



Hemissionaccom PLISHED, THE”J THE COURTESAN TURNED JOHER DAUGHTER.
MAN SOONRETURNED.| U — GO, MX LOVE! AND DO WHAT

7VIBHANDAKA HAS GONE DEEP INTO THE IS NECESSARY. MY BLESSINGS"**!
WOREST IN SEARCH OF ROOTS AND FRUITS. A
\ RISHYASRINGA JS ALONE IN | ARE WITH YOU.

THE HERMITAGE. J fiN

ALITTLE LATER, THE COURTESAN'S RISHYASRINGA WAS STUNNEDBY THEBEAUTY OF
DAUGHTER STOODBEFORE RISHYASRNGA.  T1,£ CREATURE BEFORE M

| HOPE ALL IS WELL AT YOUR HERMI-
TAGE . HOWARE yOOR PENANCES AND

" H ® h iTHESTUDY OF THE 5ACR

LORE progressing? | FELOKSASV"
fAMMfikJSYyOUR FATHER RADIANT AS THE SUN

i% A m fe LEASEDWITH youLr AND SO VERY
7CHARMING P -

L 7001 J A



THENEXT MOMENT- /| HAVECOME TO PAY 1

/WHO ARE YOU YOU A VISIT. MY HERMITAGE
f WHERE 15 YOUR |\ IS THREE YOTANAS
HERMITAGE ? WHAT BRINGS) V' AWAY FROM HERE.

\" you HERE?

| A

., \THENI LET ME WASH YOUR NOINO! WAIT.THE VOWS
~ = OBEISANCE TO JP '
. xvw VOU A m | BUTIMUST HONOUR YO Uj

IN MY OWN WAY. 7 g jl

r 1 MUST EMBRACE
YOU ACCORDING TO OUR'
Y CUSTOM.



RISHYASRINGA HAD NEVER SEENANOTHER NOW WE SHALL EAT THESE EXOTIC FRUITS1
HUMAN BEIN6, EXCEPT H/SFATHER.SOHE yTHAT | HAVE BROUGHT. BUT FIRST CAST]
THOUGHTTHAT THECOURTESANWAS A Yt <OFF YOUR COARSE CLOTHINGA N D *

SASEL/HEH/MSE/EMmM i i
YouR way MwEAR THESESILKEN ROBES/ W ffi

SHOWING 1
RESPECT 15 M -Tj&m |
DELIGHTFUL/|IfAf
INDEED-JANAAO X i» 1

RASHYASR/HBA WCRETHE  THECOURTESANWASABOUTTO F foOTSTEPS |
* HOW SVIOOTH AND SOFT THEY Fegl  EMBRACEHIMWHENSUDDENLY- - 1 pispyis
BACK! | MUST

COME SITBY MEAN THIS MAT. WON'T
> you GIVEME THE HONOUROF
EM5RACING ME ONCE AGAIN?

fe, DEPARTI *



/i HAVE TOGO NOW. |
HAVE TO PERFORM A SACRIFICE
AT A CERTAIN HOUR. |

MUST RUSH TO MY

V' HERMITAGE. y7

' BUTyOU’ LL COMVE | WILL !
AGAIN. WON'T i I WILL!

L You? M NOW LET ME

- MW>.

RISHYASRim LET GOHERHAMD, BUT
HISMIND WAS DISTURBED.



AS THE ~ SAGEAPPROACTHE
HERMITAGEWm "
WHAT'S THIS ?

FORBIDDEN FRUIT!
WHO HAS DEFILED
"THIS PLACE?
OvsHERE IS MY

Ifk SON?ys_

THE LOGSARE Y
STILL UNHEWN 1 )
THE SACRIFICIAL >
FIRE HAS NOT BEEN
LIT! WHAT HAS

RISHYASRINGA K 1

BEEN Jj
DOING? r*

Hr Jjust?
AJIN TIME! THE j
FATES ARE KIND.4
ALL IS SURE TOGO
t WELL.. *



AND THEN HE SAW THE SAGE WALKED UP AND STOOD BEFOREH M.

RISHYASRINGAI WHAT ARE

YOU WEARING? WHERE f THAT LOST LOOK INy
\' D | D THESE SILKEN HIS EYES'. MY SON IS
8 fc f ROBES COME . , SAD AND DEJECTED?
H K $ \fROM ? AHIS FACE HAS LOST

| ITS NORMAL LUSTRE

WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH
YOU, MY SON? HAS A
L ANYONE BEEN J®
§Nw HERE? <"SB

ONLY THEND/D RISHYASRINGANONCE
HIS FATHER.B L \W\%

THAT WAS THE ONLY CUE THE INNOCENT
RISHYASRINGA NEEDED TO SPEAK OF
WHAT WAS NEAREST TOHIS HEART.

m m FATHER, A BEAUTIFUIW "W
/'\ 3RAHMACHARI CAME TO VISIT USPV
HE HAD MASSES OF LOVELY HAIR,
HIS COMPLEXION WAS THE COLOUR
OF A RIPE MANGO AND HIS EYES
\" WERE AS LARGE AS LOTUS PETALS'



THE BEAUTY OF \

Ny

HIS FORM AND THE TP WOMAN ! HERE IN T AND OH, FATHER, THE
LOVELY LILT OF His  ITHE HERMITAGE 1W A™ FRUITS HE GAVE ME
ITA RAKSHASHI OR AN J WERE SOFT AND SWEET
VOICE, | CANNOT
~ DESC Vi i» « Y AND HAD A SPECIAL
PESCRIBE. A TANG | AND...

..AND,WHEN HE I K tI

EMBRACED ME,| FEuJ|

THAT T WAS TRANSPORT-
ED TO HEAVEN ITSELF*

SHALL | LOOK FOR

HIM AND BRIN G "M

HMHERE?1H".

THESAGE WASIN A DILEMMA

WITHOUT A DOUBT IT WAS A WOMAN.
WHAT SHALL | TELL MY SON ? HOW
SHALL | PROTECT HIM WITHOUT
\DESTROYING HIS INNOCENCE? /



AJ LAST VIBHANDAKA SLOWLY TURNED TO HI5 SON.
MY CHILD, THAT WAS NO BRAHMACHAR;,
IT MUST HAVE BEEN A DEMON IN
DISGUISE, COME HERE TO DISTURB
OUR PENANCES AND SACRIFICES. 4
| SHALL HUNT HIM out ANC)/*
PUNISH HIM.

V/BHANDAKA WENT DEEP INTO THEFOREST,
ANDFOR THREE WHOLEDAYS HESEARCH-
THEWRETCHH A S |k J |

WITHOUTANY SUCCESSHE RETUR-
NED TO THEHERMITAGE.

LER no f DID

FIND HIM,
LEATHER;

NO, I DIDNT. BUT IF HE COMES
HERE AGAIN, CHASE j
\ HIM AWAY. /



BUTHIS WORDSFELL ONDEAFEARS FOR,
AFEWDAYSLATER, WHEN VIBHANDAKA

WAS AW AY - 1 --memeememmemmememmen e JW m
HERUSHED OUT o
welcome, H 11

% "7 6RAHMACNARLWHERE i

ff."|| youbeenall ill
I « these DAYSplhamF

BEEN WAITING J | |

"VHE’SN
COMEI THEX
BRAHMACHARM

HAS COME! rx>0(

r OHITHE '
SACRIFICE TOOK
LONGER THAN |
v EXPECTED, |j

X AREyou Nv
INOT GOING TOG IVEV

ME YOUR CUSTOMARY \
HONOUR OF EMBRACIN
ME AGAIN. IT IS A Cj
\ DIVINE WAY, /
VINDEED.



[ BETTER STILL, TAKE ME TO
YOUR HERMITAGE- MY FATHER
DOES NOT BELIEVE WHAT | 5AY

k  ABOUT YOU. HE MAY CHASE

N. YOU AWAY IF

HE COMES.

AND HAND IN HAND,

THE COURTESANSEIZED THE OPPORTUNITY.
| COME, THEN.
COMEWITH ME.
| "LLTAKE YOU
1 AWAY FOR ALL
WAJIME IF YOU
LIKE, v

... THEm o RAN THE. S M M \Csmm

EIOAT/N6 HERMITAGE.



w WHAT A FCOME,COMf MV

B eautiful hermitages WILD. WE'LL TAKE

AND SO MANY BRAHMA- YOU TO AN EVEN

. CHARIS HEREI V i MORE BEAUTIFUL
k HERMITAGE

HKItIAN THIS ONE.

AS THEY SAILEDTOWARDS ANSA, LEARNT i

W We are hot
MUCH THATHAD BEENDENIED HIM,

'BRAHMACHARIS.WE ARE
WOMEN. yOU ARE A
.MAN. THE WORLD NEEDS
"MEN AND WOMEN. "

MY SON, AFTER THE PERIOD OF LEARNING MEN MARRf1
S'WOMEN AND BECOME HOUSEHOLDERS. AND TOGETHER
I"THEY PROPAGATE AND PRESERVE THE RACE.
ONLY A FEW REMAIN BRAHMACHARISAC
| ALL THEIR LIFE. 11

thusudthe old courtesan’
INSTRUCTRISHYASRINGA IN
THE WAYS OF THE WORLD



THEY  SOONREACHED THEIRDESTINATIONWEMOMENT RISHVASRINS
SOU OFANSA'L "t S

FALASHESOFUGHTNM . .CLAPSOSTNHKENTTHEANR,

ANDTHERAIN CAMEDOWNIN TORRENTS, *

ALMOSTDROWN/NG THEJUBILANT SHOUTS OF TOY, 'm
YY THE

V' DROUGHT HAB)
ALORy A I'V ENDEDL
BE TO
ASHASRINGA



MEANWHILE AT
THEPALACE-

y RAINi THE

COURTESANS HAVE SUCCEEDED!?
RISHYASRINGA IS HEREI LET'S )

\G O AND WELCOME 11

[I>WHIM.

[JI0

AND THEKING AND HIS MINISTERS RUSHED TO THE BARGE.

IT'S THE KING
HIMSELF COME
TO RECEIVE
V you!
WE SHALL NOW GOTO
WA'S GARLANDEDAND ANNOINEED] THE APARTMENTS
ASPECIALLY BUILT

WITH SAWDAL PASTEB Y V 'T A
LOMAPADA HIMSELF. 25 gyp| foryou in my
PALACE.



AS  HEENTERED THEAPARTMENT, FRESH

SURPRISES AWAITED . Y S$EIS
'daughter, shantlv
? .
/IWHO IS THAT? SHE 1 IGVEHRTO j
IS FAIRER FVEN THAN

V you to A
THE MAIDEN WHO AW ED. J&BL

V' BROUGHT ME TO THIS
[*\" VERY HEAVEN.

SHANTACAMEFORWARDAND
GARLANDED RISHYASRINGA

BUTINJHE DAYS THATFOLLOWED, |
ENJOYED THEPLEASURES OFA HOUSE-HOLDER'SUFE.



... LOMAPADA SPENTSLEEPLESSNIGHTS,
HE WAS AFRAID. reeeemmmme ceerereeeeeeeees —
| MUSTACTS C
THAT | ATLEAST A
BREAK THE TIDE OF
HIS FURY BEFOReJ
HE REACHES  E
V THE PALACE./-

W r THE TERRIBLE SA&E\
'IS SURE TO DIVINE THAT
HIS SON IS HERE. HE
WILL COME TO ANSA AND
PRONOUNCE A.CURSE /
.___MON ME. /

THENEXTDATHE SENTFORTHE CHIEFOF

THE_ COWHERDS, |--mmmmmemmemes wemmemenes %
jfa SAGE VIBHANPAKA WILL SOON'
VISITING US. TAKE SOME
‘GIFTS AND COWS FROM

thpalace and

T F m V ASK YOUR MEN TO
[IILINE THEROAD J |

MEANWHILEPAGEVIBHANDAKAHAD RETURNED
TO THEHERMITAGE.

USHYASRINGA,
T /l|J d lk/\m Il INTO™ E IE t MY CHILD.
[Tm ! kingdom S WHERE ARE

>/0/0(? v



AND IN THE FOREST. DISTURBEDHE SATDOWN TOMEDITATE,
USING ALL HIS YOGICPOWERS.

SO THE CULPRIT ISN
KING LOMAPADA1
HE SHALL PAY
HEAVILY FOR

v this, y



ANDHE MADEHIS WAMHE  HOLYSAGE.ACCEP1
HENEARED_THE KINGDOM- [— *eweereree THESE GIFTS AND
THESE KINE FROM
V  OUR MASTERV

WHO IS RISHY/4SRINGA
YOUR S X YOUR
MASTER ? SON.
ASHE APPROACHEDHEARER REARED SIR,WE AR E\gJ
AND NEARER THEPALACE. YOUR SON'S SLAVES. HEHAM
COMMAN DED US TO WELCOVE

YOU WITH THESE j
k CATTLE ANDGIFTS.



VIBHAADAKA

By THE TIME HE REACHED PALACE. ANGER,
WAS TOTALLYAPPEASED. IWJTORGIVE |
SELFWAS TDWASHH(5 FEET, [ 1(0 sage.

MAy you AND "

YOUR KINGDOM
EVER PROSPER.i



WHEN LOMAPADA LED
YASRINGA
JOY AT THE SIGHT

IS  THATMY SON
| SEE BEFORE
ME/SEATED IN

STATE LIKE
INDRA IN
HEAVEN! /

AS SOONA S HE SAW HIS

T

BPARTMENTS, HE BEAMED WITH

THAI MFOT HE\IEYIE% A
IS NOT THE PIOUS
PRINCESS SHANTA

SEATED BY A
HIS SIDE! J m
FATHER,

RFORWARD AND,



FELL PROSTRATE ATFEET. ARISE,MYCHILDREN. 1
ARISHYASRINGA, DO ALL THAT
WOULD PLEASE THE  KING, j
FATHERS L BEGETA SON AND THEN #
FORGIVE L RETURN TO THE
H K x FOREST.dm M Sk

VIBHANDAKATHEN BLESSED LEFTFOR THE FOREST. %
EVERYONE PRESENTAND. ,.

IN DOE COURSE OF TIME WHENA SON WAS

BORN TO HR/SHYASR/IN6A ANDSHANTA
LEFT THE PALACEAND WENT TO THE HERMIT- ,
AGE WHERE THEY SPENT THE FE

LIVES IN SPIRITUAL PURSUIT. IBD\—



Kerala's Kaikottikali is a dance performed during the festival of
Onam, in which the dancers move in a circle of flowers, with
rhythmic hand movements symbolising the emergence of shoots
and leaves. Handclaps accompany the graceful foot movements
to the beat of popular melodies.

The Koli dance of Maharashtra is the folk dance of coastal fisher-
Tolk and tells the story of their trials and tribulations, the swaying
back and forth of the waves, and the brooding wait for the catch
to be brought home. In two parallel rows they dance their laborious
lives in mime; the arduous rowing against the tide, the waves
breaking on the shore, the culminating joyousness of a good catch,
as the beat quickens and the dancers break apart to fall, exhausted
but happy, to the ground.
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