The Bodily Conception of Life

by Micheal O'Reagan

from The Transcendental Rock Opera performed by His Holiness Vaisnu Jnana Swami, His Holiness Sudhama Swami and members of the Radha Damodar Travelling Sankirtan Party in the 1970s

(A yoga-opera with rock music and dancing.)

Statement of Purpose: In accord with the sacred and compassionate work of the Supreme Person, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, as lovingly revealed to us by our Spiritual Master, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, our purpose in gathering together devotee-musicians, writers, dancers and theatrical artists is to distribute love of Krsna for the benefit of all human beings, although we feel ourselves quite unfit for this highest welfare work.

Set - As the audience enters the theater, they are visually struck by a huge mass of electric rock and roll equipment glittering and dazzling like a 1940's jukebox. The motif is carried around the proscenium arch. On stage, there is the flickering light of morning in a forest and the light, soft, almost hypnotic chanting of ancient Vedic mantras. 

  Amidst a forest setting created only by light, sit a gathering of Vaisnavas who are responsively vibrating the invocation of auspiciousness:

OM NAMO BHAGAVATE VASUDEVAYA

   As the theater fills with people and the backstage manager is calling "five minutes to  curtain", the chanting modulates into the thirty-ninth chapter of the Srimad Bhagavatam.

  With the end of the recitation of verses, the chanting of Hare Krsna continues. The light begins to change, the devotees who are musicians get up and go to their instruments and begin tuning, the remaining actors on stage rise and exit slowly. The set transforms from a forest into a visual montage depicting newspaper headlines and pictures of horrible events:

  Air and water pollution, funerals, traffic jams dreadful accidents, screaming politicaians, atomic bomb blasts, Vietnam war scenes, starving children, work strikes, student riots, congested cities, hospital equipment, slaughter houses, weapons of war and at last - 42nd Street in New York with it's lewd theaters, intoxication, weird people, etc.. During this presentation, the musicians are playing the overture and the main character, Jeffrey, is periodically coming on stage and reacting to the different scenes being portrayed. As the overture concludes, the scene is shown of a downtown area in New York and we see fragmented pictures of the Hare Krsna Sankirtan Party. 

With this, the first song of the show, "New York City Sages" begins.

Well, the New York City Sages 

With their cymbals and their beads

Are pointing to the pages

Of a monthly magazine

And they're hoping that you'll listen

For by hearing you will see

What you're really meant for -

To love eternally

Yeah yeah.

And they come into your city

And it isn=t for their health

They don't want to exploit you

They have no need for your wealth.

But they step into your sickness

So that all of you may see

That what you're really meant for

Is love eternally

Yeah yeah

(During this number, a single devotee comes onstage and then Jeffrey and five other actors take the stage and freeze. The devotee dances around them, spreading his glorious message of love of God. After the first two verses of the song, the players come to life and confront the devotee who says:)

Devotee: (holding up magazine) This is Krsna, the Reservoir of

Pleasure. His love and His mercy is beyond our wildest measure. He is also called Govinda, the Master of the Senses. And this is our Guru's essay called "Who is Crazy?" They say we're crazy. They say we're lazy.

Players: (suddenly coming to life)

Get a job instead, you "skinhead"!

Go to woik, ya joik!

They're starving in Pakistan Y

How come you never get a sun tan?

What about the price of ham?

What about my boy in Viet Nam?

What do you think of the government?

Who do you want for President?

What's that mark on your forehead?

Why don't you sleep on a bed?

What say your parents? What about the high rents?

Haven't you been to India?

How do you stand the winter?

What about the increased subway fares?

What do you do about the polluted air?

Devotee: 

Our Spiritual Master says

They're crazy!

They're lazy

About self-realization.

We're the richest nation

Yet we're producing a class of men confused and frustrated.

This you've already demonstrated.

They don't know what to do, where to go.

They'd rather go to the nearest bar

Than find out who they really are!

(As the dialogue ends, the music comes back in with the last two verses of the song and then all the actors exit except for Maharaj and Jeffrey. These two have a small confrontation, after which Maharaj exits also and Jeffrey is alone on the stage.)

Jeffrey: What is this? What is this?

(Beautiful Maya enters)
Maya: This is you. It's yours. It's for you.

Jeffrey: What am I to do?

Maya: Enjoy. You're meant to enjoy.

Jeffrey: How shall I enjoy?

Maya: Just see - here is your father. Just see - here is your mother.

(Father and Mother enter like the show business dance team Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. Father wears a top hat and twirls a cane.)

Father: My boy, my boy, my boy!

Jeffrey: Mom! Dad!

Both: You're ours, we love you, you're ours!

Jeffrey: I want to enjoy!

Father: That's wonderful son. Of course you do! Life is Y life is (Music begins and father and mother sing: )

Life

Life my friends is simply what you make it

How you want to take it

And what you want to get.

You can bet that, once I'm gone, I won't regret it

Because i simply tried to let it flow.

Now sir, if this is truly what you're after

From me you'll get no laughter

Do what you want to do.

But, as for me, I'll take this time for pleasure

And be as free as any king can be.

I'll take the wine, women and song!

Yes, to me they all must belong.

Of death I am not afraid,

My bodies not decayed

As for the soul - let it do what it must do.

Can't you see we've got our happy corner

Our dog, two lounge chairs and TV.

In a flash, there's coffee perculating

And for coffee stains, my washer's agitating.

Your problem is that you're missing all the good things

You shouldn't be so hard on yourself,

In a year or two, the doctors will perfect us

And barring wars we'll live eternally.

(Repeat bridge and first two verses. During the song, others in the cast come out and join in the production. After the song, all exit except Jeffrey. Maya enters.)

Jeffrey: What is this? What is this?

Maya: This is you. It's yours. It's for you.

Jeffrey: What am I to do?

Maya: Enjoy. You're meant to enjoy.

Jeffrey: How shall I enjoy?

Maya: Just see - here is your girlfriend.

(Maya exits and Girlfriend comes on.)

Jeffrey: Darling!

Girlfriend: You're mine. I love you. You're mine!

 You're mine. I love you. You're mine!

Jeffrey:    I want to enjoy! I want to enjoy!

Girlfriend: Love me and you will enjoy.

 Love me and you will enjoy.

Jeffrey:    Great! Let's enjoy right now! Let's enjoy right now!

Girlfriend: First, let's have a party! All right!

Party Friends sing: The Nonsense Song

Words thrown away

Another song right or wrong

We'll sing anyway.

Melley to folly

Con you to parou

And I will fontou

Ala you like.

If I do pontine

So to weel lacho

And you will hear to de to be to see.

Bon koula fon toola

An you wa he wat ah say

So day to you, what who you

You you you while I run away

So, we have come

And we want you, Jeffrey

To join in the fun.

Melley to folly

Con you to parou

And I will fontou 

Alla you like.

If I do pontine

So to weel lachou

And you will hear to de to be to see

Bon koula fon toola 

An you wa he wat ah say

So day to you, what who you

You you you while I run away.

(During this song, the Party Friends lead Jeffrey around in a dizzying dance which ends  with them frozen around him at center stage.)

Jeffrey: What is this all about and what does it mean to me and to you?

Party Friend: You Y me Y us Y we

You Y me Y us Y we

WHO ARE WE?

Jeffrey:   What do you mean, "Who are we?" Did you hear what they said, "Who are we?"

Party Friend: Yes, who are we? Who are we?

Jeffrey:   Well, we're young, we're intelligent, we've got our

whole lives ahead of us. Besides, we can be anything we want to be. We're free! Don't you see? 

Party Friend: But what about our Youth? Can we reclaim our youth again?

Jeffrey: Our Youth? Well, maybe not. But we can be President, merchant, or Indian Chief. Christian , Jewish, or any belief. Drummer or sailor or leather shoe tailor, painter or waiter or ...

Party Friend: That's hiding, Jeffrey. We want to be happy but we're growing old! We want to be happy but we're becoming diseased. We want to be happy but we're dying. How can we be happy??

(Party Friends leave stage)
Jeffrey: (sings) The Weary Song 

Weary, weary, lonely sigh

Then laugh and live my lie.

But what else can I do.

Turning, turning, here and there

I wander without care. I search,

I want to taste the real.

So much show, so little gain

Continue in this world of pain

Surface smiles won't bring me peace

Who will show a time of relief?

Waiting, waiting for the day

I long to fly away

To peaceful seas of green.

Higher, higher, I would go

Beyond the world below

All tears and fears left far behind.

So much show, so little gain

Continue in this world of pain.

Surface smiles won't bring me peace

Who will show a time of relief?

(After this song, Jeffrey speaks)

Jeffrey: What is this? What is this?

Maya: This is you. It's yours. It's for you.

Jeffrey: What am I to do?

Maya: Enjoy. You're meant to enjoy.

Jeffrey: How shall I enjoy?

Maya: Just see - here is your Friend.

(Maya exits and Friend enters.)

Friend: Hey, Jeffrey!!

Jeffrey: Ringer!!

Ringer: I'm yours. You're mine. We're one.

        I'm yours. You're mine. We're one.

Jeffrey: I want to enjoy.

Ringer:  Stick with me and we will enjoy.

         Stick with me and we will enjoy.

(Music starts, Ringer sings: )

Ringer's Theme

The Eagle flies

Across the sky

And great waves rise

With raging tides.

So have I come through my years

Ringer's feeling no years

I'm a natural man

It's got to be me.

And I've come here to give you all a chance

Just to get to know my fame

And it won't take long for you to see

That Ringer stands for his own demands and wins!

In cosmic dance

I weave my way

Throughout my world

In constant play.

And so I flashed into sight

To see that you're feeling all right.

It's a magical day

Ringer's tripping away!

And I cannot wait or you all to see

Just what I have come to be.

For when you do, you will know it's true

That Ringer's a natural man; It's got to be ME!

2 PAGES MISSING

(As Maharaj is speaking, a figure dressed in black and representing Time enters, He is carrying a coat rack. He stops at center stage, puts his hands in the air and freezes. As Maharaj continues his speech, he takes five coats from a trunk and hangs them on the coat rack. As his speech nears an end, Maharaj takes the old man coat off the rack and hands it to Ringer, encouraging him to put it on. The Old Man music begins and this formally begins The Body Play, a small, abstract presentation of a man's life cycle with music and pantomime. Ringer puts the coat on and gradually becomes the Old Man. He then addresses the audience:)

(Repeat first two verses again and end. Strange music begins)

Party Friend: Jeffery! Come back with us. Let's go back.

Jeffery: Back? You mean before I was retired?

Party Friend: Back.

Jeffery: Before I was President.

Party Friend: Come back, Jeffery.

Jeffery: Before I was a businessman. And before I was a Christian.

Party Friend: Further, Jeffery.

Jeffery: Before I was a family man, in the suburb of Middlesburg. Before that I was a college graduate.

Party Friend: Before that, Jeffery.

Jeffery: Before I was a hip druggy. Before I was a high school bopper.

Party Friend: Back.

Jeffery: Before my first girl. And my rubber ducky.

Party Friend: Back.

Jeffery: Before my mummy's birthday cake. And before my blanket.

Party Friend: Back.

Jeffery: My mother's breast. My mother's breast. My body Y my body Y my body Y

(strange music stops)

Party Friend: Think about that body, Jeffery. Just sit there for a minute and think about that body. Are your eyes seeing or are you seeing through your eyes? Are your ears hearing or are you hearing through your eyes? What is that body and what are you?

(With this the "Body Song" begins and the Party Friends start dancing around Jeffery.)

Party Friends and Musicians sing:

You know you're not that body

We're all pure spirit soul

That body's just a lump of flesh

Destined to grow old.

You know you're not that body

We're all pure spirit soul

The body's just a changing thing

Destined to grow old!

Destined to grow old!

We're destined to grow old!

(During this song, the actors and Jeffrey are dancing in a wonderful way.)

Jeffrey:   Oh, I'm not this body! But, if I'm not this body, then what am I? Am I spirit? Am I nothing? Am I Y

Devotee:   The root cause of all our despondency in this world is simply that we have become forgetful of our relationship with Krsna and think that this body is ourselves.

(Kirtan)
