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Alphabet Characteristics

Vowels
Slmple Position 1 - Guttural Position 2 - Palatal Position 5 - Labial
short long short long short long
A AT g E 3 3
Dipthongs 1-2 Guttural - Palatal 1-5 Guttural - Labial
T q 3 |
guna vrddhi guna vrddhi
Simple  Position 3 - Cerebral  Position 4 - Dental Anusvira Visarga
short long short nasal 1-Guttural (hard final breath)
£ Ed ] ] :
Consonants
Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft
(unvoiced) (unvoiced) (voiced) (voiced) (voiced)
unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated “nasal
1 - Guttural =7 L C| T o] g
(throat)
2 - Palatal 9 39 S Ell H
(hard palate)
3 - Cerebral < 6 & G Ayj
(roof)
4 - Dental d g c g 1
(teeth)
5 - Labial q % S| q H
(lips)
Semivowels (Soft)
2-Palatal 3-Cerebral 4-Dental S5-Labial
2| L 3 ¢} q
Sibilants (Hard) Aspirate (Soft)
2-Palatal 3-Cerebral 4-Dental 1- Guttural
A q q [
2
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Guttural
Palatal
Cerebral
Dental

Labial

Transliteration of the Sanskrit Alphabet

Vowels - Svara

Ma 8 i g 7 3 u
T e T ai A o
T G I 3 ani/ai /an /an /am
Consonants - Vyadjana
Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft
Aspirate Aspirate Nasal
P ka W kha T ga ¥ gha €
A ca & cha S1 ja A jha A
C 1 @ tha € da G dha U
d ta 9 tha & da ¥ dha A
Y pa % pha S ba ¥ bha H
‘Semivowels ( Consonants derived from Vowels )
S L m @ Ia d va
Sibilants ‘Aspirate
A $a Y sa H sa €& ha
Compounds & ksa A jia

C |
aﬁ au
A ah

na

na
na

ma




Guttural

Palatal
Cerebral

Dental

Labial




There are a number of different ways to form compound consonants:

I'a. When the first member of the compound has a final vertical stroke, eliminate it
and add on the second member. Example: {d = ~{

as in the word A+l

I'b. Optional form of I a. In some cases of I, the first member of the compound minus its
vertical stroke can optionally be placed above the second.

Example: 3{3 - Sj According to 1 a. this may also be written >3
As in the word {R / U

II When the first member of a compound has no vertical stroke:

First member above. Example: @\T[ = $ as in the word w1

III When the first member of a compound has a central vertical stroke:

First member above. Example: aé(_'S = d o R as in the word %3{

IV When the second member of the compound fits inside the first member:
Example: FG{ = @ asin the word 14 Optional form as in I a. A

V When elements of both are fused into a new character:

Example: a\: A =<1 asin the word faa]l

VI Special letters which are compounds: afq =& GLS{ =3

VII Special Abbreviations: T as the second member of a compound is represented as the

stroke 7 CU\- = Y9 a5 in the word qg P

7

¢
S as the first member of a compound is represented as the stroke

placed
above the second member of the compound. Example: {q e ‘f as in the word EET-f
2nd member includes following vowel stroke eg. Eg

ﬂ\ as the first member of a compound is sometimes represented as the stroke q

placed above the second member of the compound. Example: -{?.La= %I or A
as in the word 37% / A9
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There are a number of different ways to form compound consonants:
(a

Ia. When the first member of the compound has a final vertical stroke, eliminate it

and add on the second member. Example: qAd=-d
as in the word A1\

I b. Optional form of I a. In some cases of I, the first member of the compound minus its

vertical stroke can optionally be placed above the second.

Example: 33 g 35{ According to 1 a. this may also be written >3
As in the word '{35{ / T30

II When the first member of a compound has no vertical stroke:

First member above. Example: @\-"T - % as in the word Tﬁﬁ’]’ 1

III When the first member of a compound has a central vertical stroke:

First member above. Example: aé'(;s = & or R asinthe word %ﬂ

S allaC e bios it o

IV When the second member of the compound fits inside the first member:
Example: a-'-'{ = d asin the word d Optional form asin I a. Sl

V When elements of both are fused into a new character:

Example: E\ Y =<l asin the word faa]l

VI Special letters which are compounds: afq =& :ib_{ =3

VII Special Abbreviations: K3 as the second member of a compound is represented as the

stroke ~ CL-{ = Y a5 in the word qg

T as the first member of a compound is represented as the stroke placed

N
above the second member of the compound. Example: {q - tf as in the word ﬁtf

2nd member includes following vowel stroke eg. %

’J\ as the first member of a compound is sometimes represented as the stroke q

placed above the second member of the compound. Example: §L3= g or 9

as in the word 31% / S EE
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1) Words using only the vowel sound A (in alphabetical order).

| Color -coded for recognition with original alphabet sheet
. Gutteral FUe I WA HT
Palatal I @eA qA@  FJ
Dental dad a: gq
ﬁgi)mwel-- aqq ¥ (22 G i |
Sibilants Adsb JF@ 81
T
Words with AT in the first syllable:
@ SMo darg AT
T 301621 S 4 £

Words with & in the first syllable:
o feaa A
fofaa from  fra fewe™

Words with g in the fi;st syllable:

far Sta @Y A7
fis ol de  Wd®

Words with 3 in the first syllable:

Fga e G g
L, 9o 88 S

18
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g d1

5 - Labials (read down)

g9
ar

fo
g 9

ar

(o

b
v AT o A5
oo & a4
& = E 4
v & v
Cadi 2 =B - 4
L B
uw..%
AM\G.
e = e
e B ad

H 9

KW o I0¢ 5
o o
i T
N~ T 1
m_u\? I
HLAL A
.nm_ﬂ_q &4 18
P O
& 4 T w
E & & i
Fa& F
F A I

q €

%

Sibilants and Aspirate (read across)

g w B W Ig Y

gy g
ENJEN

¥y s fy @
¥

¥R oW oA

¥ oW g 9 q:

LA |

207
nmw\m

E w®

g §

g @

g 3

17



2 - Palatals

1 - Gutterals

e 5 PBB FE M B
W s Pl PgEPE 45 B
¥ o ® 19 ¥ ®
E & £ 4 & ® & 1
*m.ns..mn.*m. ﬁ.\@@ _u&am_....u s
g PEPF peg¥F PET
® ® 1w E & & &
S & E & E & K

[T -

5



i .
- fco e T H\Wu v g\aa H.w\m y - o AF i
.m g fc 4T T & b5 Hs G & & ar
: a
S ke o~ B R B = e
S ESRRIF ¥ oy e g g i e
5
ES
m o0
- - L M . FE g
s bl T i ds i L 6 s 1o S
(=} .
w .m aw\a o ..Ow\a ‘o —Gw\@ 1 _.Gw\a ‘ho Am \m
o el
5 3 o Ao Am&o ® a&G =
o | @ 4o © 4o 2 Mm & o E &
5 how o bow ho o e how E v
o o o oo v (DY ho hSs =2 B
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Single Consonants with all vowel combinations

4 - Dentals

3 -Cerebrals

rcs T i > E e o Ry :&9!: i
ke TEE 5 PF g o,
b= dc S & &5 6 & = dr
& 1T & &5 & & & £ i
Gl o L E F SR SRR, BT 5 fr
| ~ 5 L 5 I
S A5 1S s s 15 Sl Tl Mo s s E B
9 4 09 1= o 45 M N9 1t o e F
B 4o B 40 W v B 4 T
® o d© 1o 2 & o E &
o how fo bow b Dg 5 how E T
o oo o oo D) (D8 ho hSo B B

6
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2 - Palatals

1 - Gutterals

w5 TR PFEE A B
wew Pp® PET ® f5
& ® 49 % a ®
F 2 49 E 15 & &
E o~ B @ FF B
v Ch 19 s 1 5 R 3
*m&d”ml- *m. ﬁ.\@ __..@ 6 4 £ H&a U\
*mé\_m ¥ @v\@ 1) ﬂ.w\m.ﬂ. g\m .
® & W & & T &
B X g &EF E ~ E &
ﬂ 15 FE = F S ny
& 6~ 1 8 = 5 n] n
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s & FOE T g
0?45 1 oF- o A
T av T & 4
& A & & &
\mw e F e B
,.Wa ot B P B
3

o B 5 Bqs

B9 e B2 45 1

S AW&«

E € j

E - BB

ng = Rl - s

q 4

K o g
¥ o _d.w\_m
& T
g & Ao
m.ﬂ&( o
FELARL A 4
E

fmy PE
Py O
& 4 T 4
E s €r
F & [
BB

g 4q:

19

Sibilants and Aspirate (read across)

ﬁrgﬁg’{.

g
&

|
St
: B B
g
&

vy gt & o
S
!

g @ R &
B F

9

w4

R 4z
® &

&

I 7
-7

I AW oA
1

T A

& §

g

g A
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5 - Labials (read down)
g s for &
g o

fr @ g1
O

ar

b

W

w A oA W

T T 4r

& = E o
v I b
> = = ol (=2
; T
RS 5

g

«W\W.
fra b e
b B <

Semi-vowels (read across)

VR
W _d.w\_m
v T
&g €
F o~ o
b o
vy B
Py P
T % T
Am\.ul. € i
Fa [
b A& 1

q:

%

Sibilants and Aspirate (read across)

3 9
st

¥y r f§ o
¥ ¥

aowm B WYY
T I WA

El

B s R

T o

b |
gl

=7 =7
_Hw\m

2

& ®

I 3
g @

S

R ¥

g 4

S

17



Single Consonants with all vowel combinations .

7 - Palatals

1 - Gutterals

ez BBB FEE PR
e P PR ¥ e
F 1 B 45 F 1 o
E W 8 19 E & & 1
= =~ B & B = B W
T L I
® & © 1 g ¥ ¥ 2
E & T
E X g &P E & &
_m o B P E & BB
& 6~ 1 (78 = 5 nJ n)

15
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=
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All vowels and ahusvﬁra combined
i of g 8 I H
¢ T e off
E

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% o b # &P
-] [N
Anusvdra operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:

e.g. ink inch india

Anusviara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced 37\

example: R
Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced S:[\
example: I

i

Anusvdra followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'U'[\
example: r

3

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced -'-[\

example: LG
Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced 1{
example: w

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvdra is a replacement for final T{
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: Wﬂaﬁ’f becomes ﬁ"; ‘ﬂ'él%

X1

B -\



All vowels and anusvara combined

% A g 8 3 F
T U e o
® H

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% o b #H F D
Anusvara operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:

e.g. ink inch india

Anusvira followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced A
example:

3

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced
example: I

g

example:

3

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced
example: I

3

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced ‘UL

Anusviara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced
example: -

B

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvira is a replacement for final I‘L

when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: ﬁﬂ{‘laﬁ‘{ becomes ﬁ; ‘ﬂ'q'%

11



All vowels and anusvara combined

% Af § 8 I &
T T o s
e

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% & fF*H T F
Anusvara operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:

e.g. ink inch india

Anusvara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced Z.

example: R

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: Hq'

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'UL

example: FS

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced
example: ma'
Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced

example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvara is a replacement for final t[
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: Wﬂaﬁ'{ becomes ﬁ'_’ ‘ﬂ'q'f?{
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All vowels and anusvara combined
3 af § § I S
T T e e
* F
Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% H b d DD
Anusvdra operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvira followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced 3

example: EIci]

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: 3q

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced U‘L
example: %

Anusvira followed by a dental consonant is pronounced 'F[\
example: W

Anusviara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced I{

example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvara is a replacement for final 1{

when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: Wﬂaﬁ becomes % "»Taﬁf
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All vowels and anusvara combined
% ot g 8 I FH
T U o s
E

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% & fbH P
Anusvdra operates like the English letter "n", which is

pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced 3’\

example: IR

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: 3;;[

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'U‘[\
example: 353

Anusvdra followed by a dental consonant is pronounced
example: -ina
Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced

example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvdra is a replacement for final T‘L
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: mﬂa’% becomes ﬁa ‘1'5[%

11




All vowels and anusvara combined
% af § § I S
T U o o
* R

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined

% @ &6 H D

Anusvara operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvira followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced 3

example: R

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: 3’{1

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'U'L
example: %

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced :[\
example: w

Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced ‘EL

example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvira is a replacement for final t{

when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: W‘l‘c‘lﬁ becomes ﬁ’; ‘lﬁfﬁ

11



All vowels and anusvara combined

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% H [ A T D
Anusvara operates like the English letter "n", which is

pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced 3

example: R

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: g—q

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'U'[\
example: a%

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced
example: 'ma
Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced

example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvdra is a replacement for final 1{
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: WW&T becomes ﬁs W
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All vowels and anusvara combined

% At g g8 3 F
T U o o
e

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvadra combined
% @ & @B FF
Anusvara operates like the English letter "n", which is

pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvira followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced )

example: [T

Anusvira followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: gq

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced U‘[\
example: a%

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced ';[\
example: m

Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced 'CL

example: w

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvdra is a replacement for final 1{

when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: W‘ﬁf?f becomes % ‘q‘qﬁf
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All vowels and anusvara combined
i A g g I
T U a3 s
£ ¢
Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% H [ B B D
Anusvara operates like the English letter “n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced Y

example: R :

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced aL

example: S;q'

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'U'[\

example: FS

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced T—[\
example: '5"3

Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced 'R
example: w

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvira is a replacement for final ‘{
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: WWF(’T becomes % ua%

11




All vowels and anusvara combined
i A g g I I
T ¥ ot s
® R

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined

% H b B FF

Anusvdra operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced @\

example: Eicdl|

Anusvdra followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced

example: g'q

Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced UL
example: &S

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced
example: -5"-5{
Anusvira followed by a labial consonant is pronounced

example: w

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvara is a replacement for final t(
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: m‘iﬁf?{ becomes ﬁ’; ‘ﬁﬁ{

11



All vowels and anusvara combined
af ot g 8 3
L I B
®
Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% @ fobH &P
Anusvara operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvira followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced C3

example: R} X

Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced '5-]’\

example: 3;;[

Anusvéra followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced U‘L

example: FS

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced 7{\
example: m

Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced t(
example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvdra is a replacement for final t{
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: %‘L‘qﬁlﬁ{ becomes ﬁs \Téﬂ%{

11




All vowels and anusvara combined
% af § § 3 S
T U e o
K

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined

% H fb A TP

Anusvdra operates like the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvira followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced cy

example: RGN h

Anusvdra followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced S{
example: I

g

Anusvira followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced 'U'[\
example: :

3

Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced '-'-[\

example: N
Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced 1{
example: W

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvdra is a replacement for final t{
when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: m‘iﬁﬁ becomes ﬁ’; ‘laﬁ"l

11




