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The history of India under Muslim rule is a period of turmoil and
strife, alternated by war and peace, and highlighting passions such as love
and friendship, hatred and cruelty, honour and prestige, deceit and suspicion.
It therefore enabled the great poets who lived during that time to take up
historical themes as their subjects of composition in prose and poetry.
These poets enjoyed the patronage of the Sultans and wrote about the
political events and social conditions that existed at the time. Their works
threw a great deal of light on contemporary history. At the same time
there was no special distinction between fact and fiction. Nevertheless,
such literary works have given to posterity some fascinating stories set in
a historical backdrop, with historical characters of the period.

The story herein is from those colourful pages of quasi-historical
writings, picked out and adapted to be of special interest to the young
reader, expressing a friendship that was more binding than death and
honour brighter than sharpened steel. 37
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THE SIEGE (- RANTHAVBOR

<MaNY YEARS AGOj A MIGHTY KING CALLED
UD- D/N RE/GNED OYER A LARGE PART OF

NORTHERN /ND/A. AS SOON AS HE CAME TO THE
THRONE HE GA/NED THE FAVOUR OF H/S SUBJECTS.

OUR ~
/GREAT KING LONG
15 i LIVE
GENEROUS//  KING
ALA - UD-
DIN.

AT THE SAME T/ME, ALA-UD-D/N WAS  ALA-UD-D/N WAS SO POWERFUL THAT
SO FIERCE THATNO MAN DARED ALL THE LESSER RINGS FEARED H/M.
OFFEND H/M. TO THE HE INVADED THE/R KINGDOMS AND
PUN/SHMENTS HE GAVE WERE TERRIBLE. EXpANDED HIS TERRITORY. WHEN HE
INVADED (BUTARAT,K/NG KARNA FOUGH1
LET X

THIS DISLO/AI]
FELLOW BE

STAMPED
BY .
ELEPHANTS. \\° wiar N

Y CRIME SO

GREAT HAVE

I COMMITTED
TO BE

t BLINDED? J

K20



THE BATTLE WENT ON FOR IN THEMORNING, THE BATTLE
SEVERAL DAYS. ONE N/GHT BEGAN WITH RENEWED

y*\ AM KNO~
fAKARNA'S MINISTER,
TAKE ME ON YOUR SIDE JTVWNISTAR IS ON THEIR

VILllD_E:'E;I?I' Yl?:RNA’\ SIDE . HE HAS BETRAYED
T ME. NOW, THERE IS

NO HOPE OF
V. WINNING.

»H,GOD! MV

r AH!
THAT'S A
GOOD

. MAN.

KING KARNA ABANDONED THE KING ALA-UD-D/N ENTERED THE

WAR AND RAN AWAY. GUJARAT WAS PALACE OF EARNA.
WON BY ALA-UD-D/N

S THE

QUEEN! SHE
IS SO

BEAUTIFUL!

LEAVE ME;
ALONE



AND \
“SIT BESIDE®
ME IN GRAND
STYLE IN
MY DELHI
DURBAR. A

ALL THE TREASURES OF GUJARAT MANYSOLDIERS WERE CAPTURED
ALSO FOLLOWED To AND PRESENTED BEFORE THE
H/S KINGDOM. '

'THAT MAN L
LOOKS SMART.

~ you
THERE,COME
V  HERE; j



w™ \SHALL

CALL you SALI/vq / MY >
AND YOU REMAIN1 PLEASURE:
IN MY COURT, vi YOUR j
M AJESTY./

IN ASHORT T/ME, SALIM BECAME THE OFTEN, THEY

WENT FOR LONG RIDES TOGETHER AND DISCUSSED MANY PROBLEMS.

/ you \
UNDERSTAND
ME AND
CARE FOR
X ME VERY
un~IT 15 \ m WELL,
NGETTING LATE |®V SALIM . /
FOR YOUR MRJESTY!
LUNCH AND SIESTA.
SHALL WE
\ RETURN P~ 'a

ONE AFTERNO~T
// SALIM, \
MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS
FOR A |
HUNTING J

.EXPEDITION~™-/



~  WILL- you
TAKE ME

ALON® 2 ‘O CAN
-STAND THE
STRAIN.
VERY WELL
THEN.
SOON, THE HUNTING EXPEDITION THEA INGGAVE CHASE FIND THE
SET OFF. THE K/N& HUNTED ALL OTHERS FOLLOWED.
DAY AND HAD GOOD SPORT. ON
THE WAY BACK—
A PRETTY
DEER. |
MUST

0ET IT. vy



r \an

WEARY. I'D
RATHER
NOT GO.

/'VERY TIRED,SALIM
/ WILL YOU HELP ME
/ DOWN THAT | MAY

REST UNTIL THE
ARE YOU \ OTHERS

V- Ja&iX

TIRED, V RETURN?

your )\ A v ™ iiv
MATESTY?/, e>* - <

[ft- iRftsN

VERY SOON, SALIM MISSED
THE QUEEN'S PRESENCE.

[ THE QUEEN
SEEMS TO
HAVE STAYED
BEHIND ALONE
@ IT IS NOT
SAFE. /

THE QUEEN RESTED UNDER A SHADY
TREE WHILE SALIM KEPT WATCH.



aSUDDENLY-
MOMENT-

WHAT’S
THAT ?

LET ME
DIE; BUT
SAVE THE
QUEEN, 1
MUST.



/-"WHAT HAS™n

HAPPENED TO

DEAR BRAVE
SALIM ?

SALIM j WHO HAD FAINTED WITH
FATIGUE, GOT UP.

'ARE YOU
ALRIGHT
YOUR
WAKE up; MAJESTY
SALIM .
‘JUr™y of N

(P « P tBOURSE |

~7 /AM. THET/GEI

V /1S DEAD

> %/ AND THANK

/—J GOD vyou /
\ ARE (
i\ SAFE. Xii

W 72 L/TTLE WH/LEjTHE
/SALIM SAVEDN HUtIT/NG PARTY
(ME FROM DEATH,) RETURNED.

m w My LORD.

' WHAT DO ~
| SEE HERE?



THAT

THAT WAS ~ NIGHT- Y /DOVKI',*TY
VERY WELL DONE
INDEED, / THANK YOU GO TO
. SALIM ! NV EPNTS BED’,) J
voun BEGUM ?y
MAJESTY.,

I WAS
/ONLY THINKING
OF SALIM. HE
IS SO
BRAVE |

AV THE MORNING, WHEN THE KING
-HD QUEEN SAT FOR ~ BEGUM

WHY DON'T
NH M M ! ~ YOU EAT?
GOOD FOOD. THIS
IS THE
PARTRIDGE |1
111 HUNTED
YESTERDAY.
EH!...P\
/WAS THINKING
OF SALIM. IN ALL
MY LIFE, I HAVE
NEVER SEEN A
such

VALOUR. <€



7 1S HE
BRAVER THAN 1?1

DID THE
KIN©® HUNT
A TIGER?

f OH!I ™

IAM 50

MUCH

/NDEBTED
TO HIM !

X NU. BUT
SALIM KILLED
ONE, RIGHT IN
FRONT OF MY
XEYES. WHAT

frrjf~"BRAVERYiX

/ VERY \

HOW GOOD. ABOVE'
WAS THE ALL, SALIM
HUNTING PROVED
EXPEDITION ? HIS /
VALOUR. /
THE QUEEN3PRAISES WERE HEARD B:

EVERYBODY, AND THE KING GREW
JEALOUS OF SALIM.

/HE IS
HEARD /THE MOST
SALIM IS VALIANT
VERY OF ALL IN
BRAVE. THE
\ COUNTRY.

' POUNCED UPON

HIM.THE BRAVE

BOY FOUGHT

\AND KILLED ~
it.



THE KINGS JEALOUSY GREW .
YORE AND MORE ISHx" SALIM \
TURNED TO HATRED. ‘t/ IS A K

/dangerous R
MAN. WE MUS/jCfc

GET RIDOF/ y

S.
I HATE
SALIM
-""'youR
ORDERS,
youR
XMATESTX,

~ DO NOT

HESITATE
HAVE
HIM

KILLED.

<O AND TELD
/SALIM HE MUST
LEAVE THE KING-
DOM AT ONCE.
THE KIN® SEEKS
V HIS LIFE. A

/ VES,
/ your

MATESTYy.



WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MINUTES, THE CHAMBERMAID REACHED
SALIM'S HOUSE.

/il HAVE

/A MESSAGE WHAT
FOR YOU vy IS IT?
FROM THE /

QUEEN. M.

I WILL \
NOT FLEE
FROM DANGER

LIKE A
~  COWARD.

m>" IF you ARE1l
JrKILLED, THE
QUEEN WOULD NOT
BEAR IT. SHE

WILL END A
HER LIFE.

wWf OH60dM=

w | DO NOT FEAR

DEATH. BUT, I CAN'T
LET THE QUEEN
DIE BECAUSE



CTUST THEN, SALIM HEARD THE SOUND OF HORSES

HOOVES.

THE MURDERERS
are here./must
NOT HESITATE.

FOR THE
QUEEN'S SAKE,

| SHALL LEAVE

THE
KINGDOM.

SALIM ESCAPED
By THE BACK
DOOR.






THE KING CELLED HIS
SP/ES.

€]
JNEAST, WEST,
NORTH, SOUTH, AS
FAR AS VOU CAN
BUT FIND OUT /
WHERE SALIM// t

/ VES,yOUR
MATESTY./

AEENWHILE HOMELESS
rNO PRIENDLESS
/WDRUHTED COURRGE]j

WITH

RT LEST, HE RERCHED THESMELL
K/NGDOM OF REWIE/RI\:{I_BOR.

AH! some. J
PLACE TO SEEK
SHELTER! IT

SEEMS TO BE#
A RAZTPUT T&k
FORTRESS~™SakK

SELIM WES TEKEN TO THE

COURT

mD FOR SEVERE!-WEEKS.
WHO ARE
YOU? WHAT
DO you /
WANT.5 "
fT  HAVE
7 COME A
'LONG WAY.
| SEEK
SHELTER
AT THE
y HANDS
1™ youR

-\ KING.

OF K/N6 DEVE.

/ KING ALA-UD- HE MIGHT
DIN IS AFTER

MY LIFE. ISEEK
sYOUR PROTECTI/ W

V-yQN/O KIN& /

/"THE VINDICTIVE
J. ALA- UD-DIN !

rRANTHAMBOR IF
PROTECT THIS



BUT THE RATPUT LRWS OF HOSPITA-
LITY FORBADE KING HAM/R DEVA

TO SAY ANYTHING OF H/S THOUGHTS
TO SALIM.,

WELCOME., MY N
FRIEND I A GUEST
WHO SEEKS
SHELTER IS
SACRED TO ME.

K 1AM
' HONOUR-
ED; YOUR
MAJESTY,
/1AM \
TIRED \
OF LOOKING
FOR 1
SALIM. M

> WHERE
ON EARTH
HAS HE
HIDDEN
.HIMSELF?

16

SALIM BECAME THE KING'S GUEST OF
HONOUR. BUT EVERYTHING WAS NOT
PEACEFUL FOR LONG.IN AFEW DAYS’
TIME, KING ALA-UD-DIN'3 SPIES
REACHED RANTHAM&OR.

CARPETSYV/
BEAUTIFUL
PERSIAN
CARPETS,
FOR
SALE !

THE SPIES WENT ALL OVERSELLING
THE/R CNRPETS. NT LAST-

f THAT
MAN
LOOKS
LOOK LIKE
THERE I>* SALIM.
|[rY rf>



THE SPIES RUSHED TO SALIM'S THEY HURRIED BACK TO

SIDE. ALR-UD-D/N.
f YOUR N s SO \
MAJESTY! \/ SMALL A
WE HAVE /CHIEF AS
FOUND 1 HAMIR DARES
SALIM. HE TO PROTECT
IS IN A FUGITIVE

RANTHAMBOR. A EROM MY |
\ WRATH ! /f

*A!l RANTHAMAN AT KINS HAMIR DEVAS-COURT-

1 3CP 15 NOT
1 WORTH A
s V5LE HAIR

1 F MINE. THAT X
IS

IMPOSSIBLE'

m HASTE||

il-*-.;ow ¢

Wmrrhis lo

Jo K » X 1fIM THE
£ P7S £ / BEARER OF AN.

ft
MESSAGE FROM N

KIN® ALA-UD-DIN
HE REQUIRES
you TO GIVE UP
Lthe FUGITIVE> j

" \SALIM, AT yA
. T"ONCE"N-~K9



MY HONOUR
SHALL BE AT
STAKE, IF 1
HAND OVER
MY
GUEST.

ALA-UD-O/N SENT WORD TO

HAM/R AG6A/N.

DELIVER UP SALIM
OR ELSE, IT IS
WAR BETWEEN

IS THE
MESSAGE OF

\% KINO
"~NALA -UD-DINM

THEN,
WAR IT
IS.

THE HERALD REPORTED BACK
K/NG Ht-A-UD-D/N.

FOOLISH
HAMIR. BUT, I
ADMIRE HIS
COURASE. JLL
GIVE HIM ONE.

MORE
k CHANCE.

SALIM BECAME

TO

I/ERY UNHAPPY, WHEN 1

HE HEARD KING ALA-UD-DINS MESSAGE |
WHY SHOULD you SHAL
THERE BE WAR DO NOTHI-

BECAUSE OF ME
I SHALL GIVE

NG OF THATII
SORT. DISH-1

MYSELF UP TO ONOUR
KING ALA- SHALL descen;
UD-DIN. ON BOTH
OF US IF
DO that!

16



T-AT N/<sHTj SALIM WAS RESTLESS-
IN THE DEED OF NISHTJHE
DECIDED TO SLIP AWAY UNSEEN.

BUT—

HAM/Rj THENSENT HIS REPLY
ALA-UD-DIN.

RETURNjSHOULD

ARE YOU NOT

LET ME GO.

YOU BEFRI COURAGEOUS

ME NOBLY. IN ENOUGH NOT TO
FEAR WAR. HELP

ME TO PUT UP
A BRAVE FIGHT
AGAINST ALA-
UD-DIN FOR
HONOUR'’S
SAKE.

I BRING
YOU WARP

KINS ALA-UD-DIN WHS ENRASED
FT HHMI!R}S MESSASE.

SUCH PRIDE FOR
SO SMALL A KING 1
HIS PRIDE SHALL
SOON HAVE A
BAD

FALL .



HE LOST NO T/ME IN SENDING H/S BUT, THE HILLY APPROACH TO
NRMY AGA/NST THE T/NY KINGDOM RANTHMBOP WAS NOT EASY.
OF RANTHAMBOR.

mVii

THE FORTRESS WHS WELL DEFENDED. MEANWH/LE, AT ALA-UD—~D/N3
R FIERCE BATTLE RAGED. COURT-



THE NEXT DAY, KING-fiLfl-UD-DIN

STRONG
MY EOOTI HIMSELF RODE TO THE SCENE
| SHALL OF THE CONFLICT.
MYSSSLF WE SHALL MAKE
HAMIR SURRENDER
AND SEE. v BY -
NJSHTFALLA /AN
RE WfiS TERRIBLE FIGHTING- THE
FORTRESS
IS STRONG,
ALRIGHT.
l.r—r-x@k r v /7 \ L,V /iftfiflH v

N . Pel

J

~ THE DRY ENDED, BUT THE FORTRESS COULD NOT B E BRERCHED.

THE NEXT DfiY,ALfi-UD-D/N‘S FORCES

NIGHT, FIT RLfi-L/D-D/NE CAMP SURROUNDED THE FORTRESSfROM FILL
M JGENERAL. LET US SIDES. THE FIGHTING STOPPED.BUT
THE SOLDIERS KEPT VIGIL DfiY FIND

TV SURROUND THE
| FORTRESS . HAM I
fj\ \ WILL HAVE TO
SURRENDER,
) SOONER OR

NANNTTIMVL-ATER.
A GOOD
IDEA,YOUR ) /ANY

MAJESTY. /

NIGHT. |

MLH



MANY DAYS PASSED. BUT THERE WHS
NO SURRENDER.THE SOLDIERS ;TERY CEPS/ONACHED KINS
BECAME RESTLESS. i i ’

X>HERE IS

/  WE /NO WAR.

'SHALL / NOR IS

RETURN THERE A
HOME. SURRENDER.
WHAT IS THE

I POINT OF

\ STAYING-
NVHERE?J

MI©OHT
AS WELL
GO BACK
AND SIT

AT
k HOME../

HLfi-UD-DIN WHS AT HIS WITS'ENDS

THAT NK5HT-

yS JUST HOLD

ON FOR A DAY WHO’S
MORE. LET ME THAT ?
TAKE A DECISION
X1 AM ~
/RANMAL,
( KIN® HAMIR
DEVAS

\ MINISTER.™

THE SOLDIERS WENT BACK 70 THE DUTY.
22



r YOU HAVE X
COME TO KILL ME
BEWARE . AT MY
UlLL, MY MEN
pHLL COME AND
gk TEAR yoOU

PIECES. 7/

NO, NO

I HAVE

COME TO

HELP

you.

mj*- UD -DIN WRS CONVI

ALRIGHT. \
itrust you.
WHAT

IS YOUR

{ PRICE?

NCED

1/ TO
/ RULE
RANTHAM -
BOR, WITH

you AS
MY

was

RLA-UD -din
STILL DOUBTFUL.

HOW

CAN 1

BELIEVE
you ?

LP~ HERE, |
r HAVE THE PLANI
OF THE FORTRESS.
I CAN SHOW you

HOW TO }
BREAK JA
ATHROUGH IT.~ S
AGREED
SHOW ME
THE.
PLAN.

V OVER LORE



THE NEXT DAY, WHILE SOMEOF
ALA-UD-D/N$% MEN ATTACKED THE 1

FORTRESS, AND KEPT HAMIRS
SOLDIERS BUSY...

...OTHERS DUG A GREAT AT NIGHT, THE GUNPOWDER

HOLE BEFORE THE WEAK SPOT, WAS IGNITED.
AND FILLED IT W/TH GUNPOWDER.



THE FORTIFICATIONS GAVE H vex UD-DINS MSN POURED
WRY. VIo rrnthrmbor.

/HURRAH
RANTHAM-
BOR IS
OURS. =

HAM/P'S MEN WERE HOPELESSLY
0>JTNUMBERED.

/GO, SAL/M.
LEAD THE ARMY,
AND COME
BACK WITH
NEWS OF

r * YOUR \ , VICTORY.

majesty,we\
MAY NOT BE )
ABLE TO HOLD'
v ON FOR 7

V, LONG-—

OPs



SAL/M LED THE ARMY AND FOUGHT
VERY BRAVELY- H/S SOLD/ERS FOUGHT
W/TH RENEWED V/GOUR. BUT}ALA-UD-
D/NS FORCES PROVED STRONGER.

THE DAY ENDED W/TH MANY
OF HAM/RS SOLD/ERS DEAD
ON THE BATTLEF/ELD. SAL/M
HASTENED BACK
TO THE R/NG6- |

THE K/NG WAS THOUGHT-
FUL FOR A WHILE.

YOUR

SALIM, |
MATESTY, LEAVE YOU IN Y
DEFEAT IS CHARGE OF \
NEAR AT MY WIFE AND
HAND. \ CHILD. ISHALL Yyou CAN
h GO TO THE TRUST
GE My \BATTLEFIELD/ ME,YOUR
BRAVE ~ Z\ TOMORROW.yt MAJESTY.
SALIM | 1

CAN'T HEAR
V THAT FROM
\ you.

THE NETT DAY, WH/LE K/NG HAM/R DEVA WENT TO WAR, SAL/M
POSTED H/MSELF OUTSIDE THE QUEENS CHAMBER.

26



COULD DO NOTHING ELSE BUT OBEY

QO, SALIM.

FIND OUT IF THE QUEEN. ON THE WRY-

THE KING

IS ALRIOHT, OUR MEN ARE TURNING B_Ac;<9
PLEASE. KIN® HAMIR HAS am”™r— j ----

V FALLEN IN
XBATTLEFIELDYX"™NSBX"™'""

OH,

ALLAH !

57






I COULD
NOT
SAVE MY
DEAR KING
HAMIR’S
QUEEN.
WHAT
A SHAME!

MY DEAR
CHILDj I SH
PROTECT

YOU.

AND
WHO IS
THIS

CHILD™@

VEP> 'SUCH DISHEARTENED,SAL/M LEFT
THE KINGDOM OF RANTHAMBOR, WITH
HAM °© S SON AND WANDERED AIMLESSLY.
BUT, HE COULD NOTESCAPE FROM THE
EZ/ES OF ALA-UP-DIN'S SOLDIERS. THEY
CAUGHT H/M AND TOOKHIM TO THEIP K/N6.

ifIMIR'S
/ SON. HE IS
/under my

\CUSTODY.



ALA-UD-DINS WRATH FOR
SALIM HAD SUBDUED.

ONCE RSA/N HE LIKED HIM.

YOU
FOUSHT
WELL,
SALIM

THE FRJENDLY L/QHT D/ED FROM

ALR-UD-DINS FRCE.

IT IS A
/ PITy THAT SO
BRAVE A MAN
SHOULD BE KILLED.
I SHALL PARDON
YOU AND TAKE
you BACK /
\ TO MY COURT./

OU AND <
/ RANMAL, THE
TRAITOR , WILL
ALWAYS BE
VMY ENEMIES™

JWHY
SO, my
~ THE = A HAM IR
WHO WAS
SENTENCE ONE P
THEN, I1Is X *HM MY ERIEND,
; NOT AFRAID DIED
DEATH. /  OF DEATH. e
AND 1| HAVE
NO WISH

TO LIVE.



N\

THAT

'i'S A VERY

SILLY REASON
FOR

WISHING

TO DIE.

1 SAVED np
YOUR QUEENS™

W LIFE ONCE

/ WHEN YOU HAD

r NOT ASKED FOR

IT, 1 PROMISED
HAMIR TO

PROTECT HI5 ,
QUEEN, BUT /

FAILED TO DO /\
\ SO. /1

ALA-UD-D/N WAS MOVED. HE
REALISED HOWHE HAD MADE WAR
FOR A PETTY REfSSONj A/VD CAUSED
SO MUCH DEATH AND SORROW.

AND, IF I PROMISE
THAT RANTHAMBOR
BELONGS TO
THIS CHILDP

WILL HE BE ~
MADE THE OVER-
LORD OF
RANTHAMBOR
WHEN THE

TIME COMES?

IF 1
CANNOT
RESTORE THE
KINGDOM OF
RANTHAMBOR
TO THIS CHILD;
OF WHAT USE
ISLIFETO ME ?



WHEN THE T/ME CRME, HLft-UD-D/N KEPT H/S WORD AND RESTORED
.THE KINGDOM OF RR/VTHPMBOR TO HRMIRE SON, THOUGH IT REMAINED

32
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