Sir Isaac Newton Proves the Existence of God
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Newton's Home, 1692 

(Newton stands at table, writing. Behind him stands a draped object (a scale model of the solar system). Two men enter - Professors Hooke and Leibniz.)

Professor Hooke: Sir Isaac, there you are! So good to find you in!

(Newton turns to see the men)

Newton: Well, well  Professors! And to what do I owe the unparalleled pleasure of this unannounced visit?

Professor Leibniz: Come now, Sir Isaac! I know we have had our little disagreements and contentions in the past ... It might surprise you to learn, however, that we have come to personally congratulate you an your marvelous achievement.

Professor Hooke: Yes, indeed! It is no small accomplishment to be elected Fellow of the Royal Society! Congratulations! And what to speak of the drawings for your reflective telescope! Brilliant  Absolutely brilliant, if I do say so myself!

Newton: Well, thank you, gentlemen. Would you perhaps care for some tea?

Professor Leibniz: I'm afraid we shant be staying long.

(Professor Hooke moves around the room, looking for something)

Professor Hooke: Incidentally, Sir Isaac, are you aware that certain rumors concerning an undisclosed invention of yours are circulating around the scientific elite?

Newton: Undisclosed invention? Why, whatever do you mean?

Professor Hooke: We're old friends; you can share your discovery with us  is that not right, Professor?

Professor Leibniz: Our lips are locked tight, old fellow.

Newton: Gentlemen, I have not the slightest notion of what you are talking about.

(Hooke moves to model of solar system.)

Professor Hooke: Oh? And what do we have here? 

(Hooke uncovers model)

Professor Leibniz: Why, it is positively astounding!!

Professor Hooke: It's a scale model of the solar system! You've depicted the planets orbiting in an ellipsis  just as you wrote in your thesis!

Professor Leibniz: Ingenious, Sir Isaac! You've even replicated the size and movement of each planet!

Professor Hooke: Bravo! You must tell us, dear chap, how any months of toil and tedious labor did you undergo to complete this phenomenal work of art? I must say, you have really outdone yourself this time!

Newton: Professor, am I to understand that you actually believe that it was I who made this model?

Professor Hooke: But, of course! Who else could possess enough intelligence, enough insight to create something of this magnitude?

Professor Leibniz: Do tell, Sir Isaac. Modesty has never been your foremost virtue.

Newton: Gentlemen, I am telling you, I did not make this model.

Professor Hooke: But, that is absurd! All right, then. If you did not make it, then, pray tell, who did?

Professor Leibniz: Was it that new fellow at Trinity College  oh, what is his name?!

Newton: No, it was not.

Professor Hooke: Sir Isaac, you must know who made this  after all, it is in your possession. I demand to know! In the name of Science, who created this?

Newton: Very well  no one.

Professor Hooke: No one!?!

Professor Leibniz: "That" is impossible!

Newton: I am telling you, in fact, that no one created that. (beat) You see, one day while busy working in the laboratory, I heard this loud, thundering noise. I rushed down the stairs  and, lo and behold, I saw through the smoke and ashes  this contraption, just lying there on the floor. So, you see, Gentlemen, I'm afraid that what you are praising me for is simply the result of some catastrophic accident!

Professor Hooke: Do not be so bold as to insult our intelligence. Someone, somewhere, had to have made this. It could not have just appeared out of thin air!

Newton: I am telling you  it happened by accident.

Professor Leibniz: Nonsense! You are a Scientist. You know as well as we do that nothing happens by accident!

Newton: Precisely! That is one of the first axioms of Science nothing happens by chance. Take gravity, for instance 
(Newton takes an apple from a basket of fruit on the table) What goes up (tossing it up in the air and catching it) must come down.

Professor Hooke: But, of course! Just what are you driving at?

Newton: Professors, you and other colleagues have recently adopted the, how shall I say  "fashionable" theory that this universe was created by accident. A "Big Bang." Correct?

(looking the professors over) Yet, when I told you both that this puny "toy" replica of one solar system within the infinitely greater universe was also created by accident, you became enraged. Tell me, why was that?

Professor Hooke: Because  it runs contrary to our scientific observation.

Newton: Yes! This is the point I've been trying to make. If intelligent people can understand by experience that nothing within this universe happens by chance, why then, O men of Science, should we be led to believe that the universe "itself" happened accidentally?

(beat) Your theories are not only illogical, but utterly unscientific! Now, good day, Gentlemen!
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