                Sivananda Sena and the DogPRIVATE 

(Note - In this play, if you cannot use a dog or a costumed character, then you can act with an "invisible" dog. 

Scene One

(Sivananda Sena and other devotees enter, performing Hari Nam)

Devotee: (stamps his foot at the dog) Hut! Hut! Scram! Get lost!

(The kirtan party goes on but the dog jumps and knocks the devotee down.)


Help! Help! Get this dog off me!

(Devotees scurry to help him.)


This dog keeps following us! I tried to chase him away but he just came back again!

2nd Devotee: I'll get rid of him once and for all!

Sivananda: No, no! Don't hurt him! This dog simply wants to hear the chanting of the Holy Name! Let him come along with us to Jagannath Puri. He won't be any trouble!

Devotee: Well, all right, but I'm not going to walk in the back of the kirtan party any more! 

Sivananda: No, that's all right - he can stay up at the front with me! Come o, boy! Good dog! Come on!

(They walk on, chanting. They come to a river.)

Boatman: Govinda Hare, Gopala Hare, Govinda Hare, Gopala Hare


Jaya Jagadis Hare!

Sivananda: My dear Boatman, we are on our way to Jagannath Puri to see Sri Caitanya Mahaprahu. Can you take us across the river?

Boatman: Why, of course, sir! Step this way. 

(They all start to get on the boat.)

This is a very safe boat, sir. This boat belonged to my dear father and to his dear father before him. Just a moment, sir! (pointing) NO DOGS ALLOWED!

Sivananda: What did you say?

Boatman: No dogs. No, no! Very muci(unclean), sir. My father always said so, sir. No dogs will be transported on this boat. I am very sorry, sir, but 

Sivananda: I am willing to pay double the fare. 

(Sivananda Sena shakes a bag of money at the boatman.)
Boatman: Oh, well in that case, sir, perhaps we can make an 


exception. After all, he looks like a very nice dog, sir. Very clean.Step this way. 

(They all sit comfortably. The Boatman begins to sing as he rows across the river. )


Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare


Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare.

Devotee:Help, help! The dog is rocking the boat! He's jumping on me, again!

Sivananda: Sit down! Sit down, both of you! It's all right, prabhu. I'll see that he doesn't bother you, again. 

Boatman: Here we are, sir. Watch your step going to shore. 

(They all disembark.)

Sivananda: Thank you, Boatman! 

Boatman: I will be here for some time if you wish to return!

Sivananda: No, no we are going on to Jagannatha Puri.

Boatman: Well, on your return trip, just send word that you want the boat of Ramananda to meet you on a certain day, and I will be here. Not many others would be so available, sir. I only want to serve the Vaisnavas, birth after birth. 

Sivananda: Hare Krsna! 

(The Boatman turns to work on his boat, kirtan party walks on a few steps. Sivananda Sena speaks to 2nd Devotee.)


Prabhu, direct the men to set up camp here. Please look after this dog while I go into town for supplies.

(The devotees all get busy. Sivananda Sena leaves. Lights and music indicate the passing of time, then Sivananda Sena returns.)

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
All: Jaya, Sivananda Sena! Har bol!

2nd Devotee: Please, Prabhu. Sit down here. Rest and take prasadam.

Sivananda: Did you remember to give the dog his rice?

2nd Devotee: Oh, no! I forgot!

Sivananda: You forgot!? Where is the dog, now!?

Devotee: I don't know, Sivananda Prabhu  

Sivananda: Quickly, send ten men to search for the dog! 

(Sivananda Sena becomes very sad and pushes away his plate of prasadam. The devotees look all over. After a while the devotees return and assemble before Sinananda Sena.)

           Well, did you find the dog?

3rd Devotee: Prabhu, we looked everywhere! We searched every corner of the town, then we walked along the road and called for him! But, alas, we did not find the dog. 

(There is an awkward silence. Then another devotee comes running in. Everyone turns expectantly to him but the devotee just looks down and shakes his head. Sivananda Sena picks up his belonging and walks off, chanting sadly.)

Sivananda: Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare


I will go on alone to Jagannath Puri. You others can rest and move on in the morning.

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
Scene Two - Jagannath Puri

(Lord Caitanya is sitting with Sivananda Senaand the dog when the kirtan party enters. Lord Caitanya and Sivananda Sena chant blissfully with the party, then all sit down. Prasadam is served and Lord Caitanya playfully feeds the dog. The devotees are amazed!)

3rd Devotee: Look, look over there! That is the same dog that was following us two days ago!

4th Devotee: Yes, Sivananda Sena must have brought him. Now, the dog is taking the prasad remnants of Lord Jagannatha and Lord Caitanya, directly from His lotus hand.

Sivananda: Actually, the dog was already here before I arrived! 


And, in a low voice the dog could be heard to chant "Krsna, Krsna!" Let us offer our humble obeisances in order to counteract all our offenses!

(All of the Devotees offer obeisances.)

Caitanya: Chant the Holy Name! Chant the Holy Name! 

(All rise and hold kirtan. After a few moments, the kirtan party files off. Two devotees walk back across the stage.)

2nd Devotee: Whew, that was some kirtan last night! But, you know, it's amazing, the dog has disappeared! He has not been seen since last night!

3rd Devotee: Well, I'm not surprised. Some of the devotees are

 
saying that since he received the mercy of a great devote like Sivanana Sena, his material life is finished and that the dog has returned to Vaikuntha, the spiritual abode of Lord Krsna! 

2nd Devotee: Hare Krsna! Hari Bol! (kirtan)









