


This story is one of the most captivating tales recorded in the
KATHA-SARITSAGARAV Several hundred years ago, its author,
Acharya Gunadhya, worked as pundit in the davbar of the Satvchoua
Ring of Pratisthanpur in Andhra Pradesh. The Acharya travelled on
foot from Kanniya Kumari to the Himalayasand in course of his travels
collected a rich treasure of folktales of various regions. He authored
the world’s first ever collection of Stones 'VRIHAT-KATHA

Unfortunately, only one fourth of this historic collection is
cvtant. SOMDEV translated them into Sanskrit which came to be
known as KATHA-SARITSAGARA- The stories in this collection
portray a vivid mixture of several Indian folk tale's.

Sudharshan the warrior was a Brahmin of Ujjaini. He prayed to
the Fire God 'AGNI' and secured from him a flaming sword. Once
when he had to go through a test to prove his leadership over the
Brahmins he was involved in a series of incidents and came out sue*

cessful to become the king of Ujjaini-
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IRENTUR/ES A$p. ON THEA OUTSKIRTS OF THE

HISTORIC CITY OF UJJAINI THERE LIVED A WARRIOR
NAMED SUDARSHAN WITHH/S BRAHMIN

FRIENDS. HE WAS A STRONG AND HANDSOME MAN,
THE EPITOME OF COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE.

ONE DAY, KING AD/TYASEN OF UJJAINI
WENT OUT ON A CAMPAIGN TO SUPPRESS
A REVOLTBY ONEOFH/S KINSMEN..

SUDDENLY THE KING'S HORSE WENT
BERSERK-

W/TH great difficulty treking

MANAGED TO CONTROL HIS HORSE
BUT,BY THEN, HE HAD WANDERED
FAR AWAY FRO&I HISXO nj**/O N S



LATE IN THE N/GHT, THEKING RETURNED
TO UJJAIN/

(  GOOD HEAVENS!
! THE DOORS OF

' THE CITY ARE

< CLOSED! /HAVETO
‘SPEND THE NIGHT
SOMEWHERE n
=\ ELSE. SP-

RING AD/TYASEN WENT TO A
MONASTERY ON THE SUBURBS-

SOON AFTER, A YOUNG MAN OPENED THE
DOORFROM INSID EAND WELCOMED TREKING.

rm \

[NAME is \

SUDARSHAN!

PLEASE / THANKS,

\COME IN. MY BOY!

\\you ARE _ 1 AM

J\welCCMJ DEAD
TIRED.

\KuPEN THEY
7 DOOR! i\
"WANT TO STAY/
HERE  aTHERE'S
ToNIGHT, /" THERE
/ HERE. TRy
SOME OTHER/
PLACE. /

THE BRAHM/NS STAYING IN THE "
MONASTERYDIDNOT OPEN THE
DOOR.



SUDARSHAN 3ROUA*N ®. - The- \-W

SUDARS5HAN,
YOU ARE VERY
KIND, you HAVE

HELPED ME IN
TROUBLE,

NEXT MORNYNB WHEN THEN/NV jtjg x g
UP, HE FOUND THA 'Cr.- HM HAD
GOTH/S HORSE REF... <& E*
WAS P iEASED!

I o] WILL
REWARD
SUDARSHAN AFTER
| REACH
03'JAINS.

ON REACHING ii THE YUNG SUMMONED

SUDARSHAN.

SUDARSHAN ! |
HEREBY APPOINT. YOU
AS MY RAJ-PUROHIT*
| GIVE YOU A THOUSAND
mvillages as .

= REWARD. Ly WHAT

"SHALL |

DO WITH

SO MUCH
bounty?

JM



THE BRAHMINS OF THE MONASTERY D/D NOT KNOW HOW TO RUN
VILLAGES. THEY STARTED QUARRELLING.

r this is my
VILLAGE. WHY ARE
YOU PICKING MY

Py
MANGOES ? / THIS IS

MY
VILLAGE,
NOT

YOURS.

CHAKRADHAR TRIED TO WORK OUTA COMPROMISE.

/  WHYARE' OH VEST
YOU FIGHT- THEN |
ING FOR AM THE
NOTHING ? LEADER.
WHY DON'T
you ELECT |
LEADER THE BRAHMINS STARTED
QUARRELLING AGAIN.
/WANYONE X AT LAST, CHAKRADHAR CAME
‘/'WHO CUTS OFF \ UP WITH A SOLUTION.
/ ADEAD MAN'S
'NOSE IN THE
CREMATION GROUND X IN THE
V WILL BE CREMATION B s
KQYR b «i%%7 < Svﬁ%‘;“é?} THERE MUST
i BE WITCHES
2 AND 1
GHOSTS !

7%E BRAHMINS
WEREAPRA/D TOGO.



SUDARSHAN CAME FORWARD.
HE WENT TO THE CREMATION

GROUND.

f I'LL HAVE \
( TO TAKE CARE \ ,
f OF THESE
t FOOLISH BRAHMINS,
OTHERWISE THEY
WILL DIE
QUARRELLING AMONG

THEMSELVES./ r-

n*"VvXV,

WHILE RETURNING, HE SAW A STRANGI THING,
THATA MAH WAS CHANTING SOME MANTRAS
WHILE SEATED ONA DEAD BODY.

STRANGE!
LET ME FIND
OUT WHAT
HE'S
AFTER.

IT WAS EASY WORK
FOR SUDARSHAN.

EXCUSE ME
BROTHER. |
AM CUTTING
yOUR NOSE

UNWILLINGLY.

SUDDENLY, THE CORPSE CAME ALH/E AND STOOD
UP THEBEARDED MAN SATON H/S SHOULDER
AND WENT TOA TEMPLE.

N-  ISHALL Xk DEVI!
'k GRANT YOU A XGRANT ME
BOON IF YOU WHATEVER .
ftj WISH.A

ASACRIFICE KING
ADIT/ASEN'S
k t, DAUGHTER! A



HIDING NEARBY, SUDARSHAN SAW AND
HEARD. TRE BEARDED MAR WENT AWAY
RIDING TRE£ CORPSE.

(  THIS
* SANYAS! IS
AN EVIL MAN. |
WON'T ALLOW HIM
TO DO THIS AS
LONG AS \ AM
HERE. Jic

SUDARSHAN WAITED. AFTER SOMETME, THE
SANYAS/ RETURNED CARRYING PRINCESS
CHANDRAKALA.

VOUR
END HAS
COME, YOU

DEVIL !

SUDARSNAN TOOK UP THE PRINCESS
IN N/S ARMS. SUDDENLY; A
HEAVENLY VOICE SPOKE-

BRAVE MAN! TAKE
AWAY SOME MUSTARD
SEEDS FROM THE
SANYASI'S HAND. YOU
WILL THEN SE
f ABLE TO FLY.

HE PICKED UP THE
MUSTARD SEEDS.



SUDARSHAN CAME OUTOF THE' TEMPLE CARRYING
THE PRINCESS IN HIS ARMS.SUDDENLY THE I/O/CE

SPOKE AGA/N-

p"PRINCESS
LET ME GO NOW.
WHAT WILL
OTHERS THINK
IF THEY FIND
\ me HERE INTHE?
VMORNINJS-K

NEXTMORN/NG, THE MAIDS POUND
SUDARSHAN SLEKP/NG AND
INFORMED THE K/NG.SUDARSHAN
EXPLAINED.

S SUDARSHAN!
V | HAVE found
OUT THE FACTS. |
AM HAPPY WITH
YOU. now Yyou
SHALL HAVE TO
MARRY MY /
DAUGHTER! ,/

W/MH THE MUSTARD SEEDS /N H/S EIST}
SUDARSHAN ELEW TO THE PALACE IV/TH

THE PR/NCESS.

~1 NO! NO! | AM
AFRAIDrSfAY
HERE, COME

V  WHAT MAY.

SUDARSHAN STAYED

I SHALL
OBEY
YOUR WISH
SIR. /



SUDARSHAN SPENT HIS DAYS IN THEN/GHT SUDARSHAN WENT
W/TH THE PR/NNCESS /N THE TO THE GODDESS'S TEMPLE
PALACE. CARR'S, S THE FLAAANG SWORD.

y do you
REMEMBER THE
VOICE IN THE TEMPLE
WHICH ASKED YOU
TO RETURN ? TODAY
IS EXACTLY A FULL
MONTH FROM
THAT DATE.

AS SUDARSHAN STOOD PONDERING, A THE YOUNG WOMAN SAID /T WAS

BEAUTIFUL YOUNG WOMXN.CAME SHE WHO HAD TOLD SUDARSHAN

OUT. SHE GREETED SUDARSHAN ABOUT THE SEEDS AND HAD ASKED
HIM TO COME AFTER A MONTH.

Viq YADHAR /S A SPECIE O f GODS 6






POSING AS A MAD MAN, SUDARSHAN
TORE AWAY H/5 CLOTHES AND WENT
TO THE C/TY SQUARE, SHOUTING
AND GESTICULATING.

THE NEWS REACHED THE KING WHO CAME AND TOOKAWAY SUDARSHAN WITH H/M.
WHATEVER THE KING ASKED, SUDARSHAN REPLIED WITH SHOUTS AND GESTICULATIONS.

BHADRA !
BHADRA ! WHAT'S
WRONG WITH
YOU, SON-
IN- LAW? ]
THE KING'ORDERED H/5 MEN TO FREE
SUDARSHAN.
HE WILL
DIE IF HE IS
KEPT IN

CHAINS.



SUDAR5HAN PROCEEDED EASTWARD.
ON THE WAY, HE REACHED THE TOWN
OF POUNDAVARDHAN.

GRANDMA ! w COME

I WANT TO f IN, MY
STAY HERE i SON

TONIGHT. > COME
f*\ IN:

THE OLD WOMAN THEN TOLD
H/M THE TRAGIC'STORY OF
THE PRINCESS OF POUNDA SARDHAN.

N MY SON !
I AM WORRIED.
I HAVE A SON
AS OLD AS YOU
TONIGHT
HE WILL DIE.

/ WHY ?
*WHAT

HAS
HAPPENED 2,

THE KING HAD ANNOUNCED THAT
THE MAN WHO CAME OUT ALLEE
SHOULD MARRY H/S DAUGHTER



: DON'T
WORRY; MA !
I WILL GO
IN PLACE
OF YOUR

SON.

THAT NIGHT; SUDARSHAN
ENTERED THE PRINCESS'S
BEDROOM CARRYING H/S

FLAMING SWORD.

TODAY |

SHALL PAVE

THE WAY FOR
THE PRINCESS'S]
i Marriage./,

BUT SUDARSHAN PERSISTED.THE
KING'S SOLDIERS CAME -

mb
1 \\Wy,

I AM
GOING .
I AM HER
SON.

p HURRY UP!
THE KING IS
WAITING.

NN

SUDDENLY, A BIG HAND CAME /N FROM

THE WINDOW,

WITH ONE STINGING
BLOW. HE CUT OFF
THE HAND WITH
HIS SWORD.

y SO YOU

ARE THE

KILLER | TAKE
This a



THE KING- OF POUNDAVARDHAN WANTED TOMANNY
HIS DAUGHTER TO SUDARSHAN.

BRAVE WARRIOR !
tAM PLEASED
with you. you
SHALL MARR? m
MY DAUGHTER., ryigg 3

BUT... THERE CAME AN OBSTACLE. THE

SHIP STOPPED ALL OFA SUDDEN IN HIGH SEAS.
SOMETHING WAS OBSTRUCTING THE SH/P
UNDERNEATH.



SUDARSHAN DIVED INTO THE DEEP SEA.ON

THE SEA BED, HE SAW A BIG DEMON
SLEEPING.

LOOKS LIKE
THE SHIP HAS
STOPPED BECAUSE
OF THE DEMON'S
FOOT. | WILL
CUT IT OFF.

WITH HIS SWORD, HE CUT OFF THE
FOOT. THE DEMON KEPT SLEEPING.

WITH THIS OBSTACLE REMOVED,
THE SH/P STARTED SAILING.

IF I WAIT
FOR SUDARSHAN
HE WILL DEMAND

HALF My
RICHES!

N MOVE
THE SHIP
FORWARD |



WHEN SUDAR5HAN CAME UP, THE SHIP
HAD GO/VE. H/S ROPE HAD BEEN CUT
OFF.



ON THE SEVENTH DAY, SUDARSHAN SPOTTED THE COAST. IT
WAS THE COASTAL TOWN OF KARKOTAK.

SLEEPING THROUGHOUT THE DAY, HE WOKE UP IN THE
EVENING ON HEARING A LOUD VQICE.

ANNOUNCEMENT!
ANY BRAVE MAN WHO
WANTS TO MARRY
THE PRINCESS
SHOULD REACH
THE PALACE
TONIGHT. C



SUDARSHAN WAS SURPRISED TO HEAR TH/S INTERESTING

ANNOUNCEMENT.

y

FRIEND, WHY
THIS CURIOUS
ANNOUNCEMENT?

THE MAN
WHO SLEEPS
COMES OuUT
DEAD IN

THE

MORNING.

HMMM! LOOKS
LIKE A FAMILIAR
CASE | ENCOUNTERED
IN POUNDAVARDHAN.
LET ME FIND
OUT THIS
MYSTERY.

\

ANYBODY WHO
DESIRES TO

MARRY THE
priincess SHALL

FIRST SLEEP
IN HER
\ _ 'BEDROOM-

SUDARSHAN WEN7 TO THE
DURBAR, OF THE HWG OF
THAT COUNTRY, ARYAVARMA

DO NOT
WORRY, SIR
EVERYTHING

WILL BE

ALRIGHT.

N

YOUNG
' MAN 1 1AM
PLEASED TO NOTICE
YOUR COURAGE.
GOD WILLING,
MY"DAUGHTER'S
TROUBLE SHALL

CEASE.



THATN/GHT, SQDARSHAN H/D HMSELF
IN THE PRINCESS'S BEDROOM . HE

HAD HIS FLAMING SWORD WITH HIM.

IN THE DEAD OF N/GHT,A DEMON

HE LEAPT ON THE DEMON WITH H/S SWORD.
WITHOUT A HAND APPEARED.

, THIS IS THE SAME )
' DEMON WHOSE A
HAND | CHOPPED !
OFF IN POUNDA-
VARDHAN. | WILL
FINISH HIM THIS TIME.

AS HEPROCEEDED TO CHOP OFF THE DEMONS
mHEAD, THE DEMON CR/EO —

A MY NAME IS YAMA-

DANG5HTRA. | HAD

INTENTIONALLY
PUT BOTH MY

Jg
DAUGHTERS
WITH THE TWO *
O' BRRYE KINGS SO THAT/A
MAN! SPARE THEY MAY BE /%
MY LIFE | TAKEN WELL ( %
PARDpN / VVHOARE\\ CARE OF. W_,G
ME . " YOU? WHY
ARE YOU
DOING
SUCH

MISDEEDS ?,



WHERE

| NEVER WANTED
ARE f BOTH THAT ANY COWARD
ThE THE SHOULD MARRY MY
KING’S KINGS DAUGHTERS.A BRAVE
OWN ':'\I%VE MAN CUT OFF MY
DAUGHTERS? HAND IN POUNDAVARDHAN
OFFSPRING. AND HERE X5U ARE
THEY FOUND :
THE
CHILDREN
N THE
FORESTS IT WAS | WHO
WHERE | CHOPPED OFF
HAD LEFT YOUR HAND.
THEM
EARLIER.

thedemon M S happy.he promised suoapshan
THATHE WOULD APPEAR WHENEVER REMEMBERED
SUDARSHAN RELEASED THEDEMON. X/NG ARYAVARMA}

WHO WAS PLEASED WITHH/M, WANTED TO MARRY
H!5S DAUGHTER TO SUDARSHAN.

fESIR, |AM A =
GREAT WARRIOR, MARRIED MAN. | AM
you ARE MAGNIFICENT. IN SEARCH OF
I WANT TO GIVE YOU A CHARITABLE GIRL.
MY DAUGHTER'S EXCUSE ME. A
HAND IN
MARRIAGE.

THE X/NG AND HIS DAUGHTER SADLY BADE

HIM FAREWELL . SUDARSHAN WENT /N
SEARCH OF BHADRA.



ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITYJ SUBARSHAN
SUMMONED YAMADANGSHTRA TO APPEAR BEFOREH/M.

ON SUDARSHAN'S ORDER, THE DEMON
CARRIED H/M ON HIS BACK AND FLEW
TO MT. UDAY.

I HOPE TO
MEET BHADRA
ON MT. UDAY.



AF7W? TWELVE HOURS, YAMADANGSHTRA REACHED

THE SAHA O f RIVER SHEETODA .

WARRIOR ! ON THE OTHER
SIDE IS MT. UDAY. NO

DEMON

OR VIDYADHAR

CAN ENTER THIS SIDHA™

IT MEANS
I SHALL HAVE
TO GO
ALONE.

BHADRA HAD ALREADY TAKEN PERMISSION TO
STAY ON THAT MOUNT.AS FORSUDARSHAN, TO
WHOM SHOULD HE APPROACH FOR PERMISSION ?

HENCE, HE SAT NEAR A LAKE ADJACENT TO THE
MOUNT.

AFTER ALL, SOME

AREA.

YOGI OR BHADRA'S

SERVANT WOULD

SURELY COME

HERETO FETCH
WATER.

* A SIDHA AREA /[SOME WHERE SAINTS AND VOG/S MEDITATE.

SUDARSHAN NOTICED SOME
FOOTSTEPS OF FEMALES ON
A SIDEWALK.

HUMAN OR CELESTIAL BEING
HAS TO TAKE THEIR PERMISSIONOTHERWISE THEY ARE REDUCED TO ASHES BY MANTRA



| SHOULD NOW
RETURN WITH
BHADRA TO
UtfJAINI IMMEDIATELY.
My FIRST WIFE
MUST BE FEELING M
SORRY.

AT THE SAMETME}SOME WOMEN CAME TO 7TMELAKE TO FETCH WATER

/ WHO 15 W THAT5 NOME >
THIS '/OF YOUR BUSINESS.
HANDSOME 1FETCH THE WATER
MAN SITTING FAST.THE MISTRESS

, ALONE ? * US WAITING FOR HER

SUDARSHAN INTERCEPTED-

WHO ARE YOU
LADIES ? WHO IS

YOUR , WE WORK
MISTRESS? AS MAIDS

FOR A
VIDYADHAR!
WOMAN
NAMED
K BHADRA.



BHADRA WAS READYFOR HER BATHJ WHEN THE MAIDS ARRIVED.



you HAVE

kept me
WAITING SINCE SHI
LONG. SHUT UP.

r MADAM... \

WE MET A

YOUNG MAN AT
THE LAKE .

BHADPA DID NOT PAY ANY ATTENTION.
SHE STARTED TAKING HER BATH.

WHAT'S
THIS FROM
THE PITCHER?
v PICK IT UP

AND SEE. /

A MAID CAME FORWARD AND PICKED UP THE RING.



LOOKING AT THE KING, BHADRA
REMEMBERED.

OH ! IT'S THE

SAME RING |
GAVE TO MY
WARRIOR
SUDARSHAN

|  HE WAS A '

STRIKINGLY HANDSOME

MAN. LOOKS LIKE i
HE CAME FROM

A WELL-TO-DO \

FAMILY. 1/

HE
HELPED US
IN LIFTING

THE
PITCHER.

SOMEBODY
AMONG YOU WAS
SAVING ABOUT A MAN
SITTING NEAR
\ THE LAKE . WHO
IS HE ?

GO THERE AND

BRING HIM HERE
1WILL TAKE
THE PERMISSION

EROM THE
SIDDHA

YOGIS. A



THE MAIDS TOOK SUDARSHAN TO THE/R M/STRESS

SO you
/' HAVE COME, My
DARLING ! WHY NOT ?
i WILL TAKE YOU
WITH ME
NOW.
ARE. YOU .
READY TO | DON'T
NEED A THING,
LEAVE BEHIND | WILL LEAVE
your EVERYTHING
PLEASURES BEHIND.
AND
RICHES ?

THOSE BELONGING TOJHECELESTIAL TRIBE OF VDYADHAR HAD TO LEAVE 7HEIR
RACE /F THEY STAGED WITHA HUMAN BEING.

] DON'T WANT
TO REMAIN A THEN
VIDYADHAR. COME WITH

ME.



SUDARSHAN ANDBHADRA LEFT MT. UDAY.

' COME,
YAMADANGSHTRA !

| BESEECH \ee0
A You.

WHO IS
THIS DEMON ? YAMAOANGSFTPA APPEARED
IS HE GOING
TO ATTACK " NO.HE IS
us? , OUR FRIEND. WE

wilLl'ride on
HIS BACK AND
VISIT-PLACES.

O TO KAKOTIK CITY
- WST WE SHALL BE
ARYA.VAKMA'S /

GUESTS. I/

' GOOD IDEA'!
| SHALL MEET
MY DAUGHTER



ARVAVARMA gave them a rousing WELCOME. HI5 daughter
HUGGED BHADRA.

THEN THEY LEFT FOR SKANOADAS ' HOMETOWN. THE SEAFARING
TRADER TREMBLED ON SEEING SUDARSHAN

TELL ME, SPARE
WHAT SHOULD ME j MASTER !
SE YOUR TAKE AWAV
PUNISHMENT HALF MY
FOR ' RICHES.

DECEIT?



IN POUNDAVAPDHAN TOO, THE COUPLE GOT A WAP/W
WELCOME.

WHO 15 THIS LADY?

WAS IT THE ONE FOR

WHOM YOU WERE /I SHE IS

BEARING ALL THIS ' BHADRA

fcTROU8LEjV -~ .- :SHE IS
NOW
.RETURNING
i WITH ME

TO j

.UJCTAINL/,



THE NEXT DAY, THE HING AND HER DAUGHTER BADE THEM
A SAD FAREWELL .

| WISH | WISH
you HAD /" I HAD
STAYED HERE 3" BUT WE HAVE
FOR SOME | TO LEAVE
DAYS MORE./ \ FOR
UTTAIN! /

VforthwithlJ

SUDARSHAN SUMMONED THE DEMON, SOON YES, My
HE APPEARED. FRIEND. IT'S
A LONG TIME
SINCE | LEFT
HOME.

STRAIGHT

TO UJJAINTI,
SIR P

FLY/NG OYER RNERS AND
PLAINS-



MEANWHILE, IN UJJAINIL.. THE KING ANO H/S DAUGHTER WERE IN UTTER
GR/EF DUE TO THE DISAPPEARANCE OFSUDARSHAN

PRINCESS CHANDRAKALA HAD STOPPED EATING.SHE EVEN REFUSED

TO DRIJNH WATER

wé&y DID
HE LEAVE ME
SO SUDDENLY ?

/T WASMONTHS SINCESUPARSHAN
LEFT AND E/ERT ONE LN THE
KINGDOM WAS UNHAPPY.



KING AD/TYASEN'S HAPPINESS KNEW NO BOUNDS. HiS
SON-/N-LAW HAD RETURNED SAFELY.FOR PRINCESS
CHANDRAKALA , IT WAS A NEW LEASE OFLIFE.

FORGIVE ME IT IS ALRIGHT. NOW
SIR I | HAVE THAT YOU'VE RETURNED
TROUBLED OUR GRIEF HAS TURNED

you INTO TOY. /O C
ENOUGH.

THE VALIANT YAMAL
TOOK SUDARSHAN

IT WASFESTIVE TIME /N UJJ~AIN I
PRINCESS CHANDRAKALA WAS
PLEASED TO FIND BHADRA AS
HER COMPANION.

YOU SHALL NOW
STAY WITH ME

AS MY

SISTER.
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