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No traditional Hindu will ever embark on any auspicious
undertaking without first invoking the elephant-headed Lord

Ganesha. Ganesha Is known as Vighneswara or the Remover of
obstacles. The elephant's head Indicates astorenouse of know-

ledge. The trunk Is capable of gross acts such as uprooting trees
and subtle acts such as picking out a needle from a haystack.
Therefore, It stands for the discriminative Intellect, capable of
sifting the subtle from the gross. He sits on one leg which Indi-
cates single-pointedness. To such a one's feet, come the best

things In life-represented by the fruits and sweetmeats Invariably
shown In a traditional picture of Lord Ganesha.

Editor: D. Kumar Script: Bharati Sukhatankar
Artwork : Pratap Mulick

OUR NEXT TITLE

POT OF GOLD

Published by Geeta Kumar
for Argus Central Enterprises, 16, Golf Links, New Delhi-110003 and printed at
A. J. Printers, 5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-2



«UBERAIS SAID TO BE THE TREASURER OF THE GODS. IT SO
HAPPENED ONCE THAT HE BECAME CONCEITED AND IMAGINED GANESHA ANPkaBERA
HIMSELF TO BE THE MASTER OFALL THE WEALTH ENTRUSTED

ALL THIS GOLD!
ALLTHIS MONEY.

é |AM THE X

RICHEST MAN IN V. AND | WILL X
ALL THE THREE INVITE NO LESS A \
., WORLDS! ) PERSON THAN SHIVA)
HIMSELF AS CHIEF /
\ GUEST. M M
M1

/[ 1 WILL GIVE X
A LAVISH FEAST,

THE LIKE OF WHICH
NO ONE HAS

\SEEN BEFORE. /



r LORD, X

| WILL BE GREATLY N HMMMMM I
HONOURED IF YOU KUBERA WANTS
AND MOTHER PARVATI TO SHOW OFF. |,
COULD COME FOR MY
FEAST. /
o}
| AM SORRY,KUBERA,JAM
BUSY. BUT PARVATI MAY
GO IF SHE WISHES.
MOTHER. f DO EXCUSE
ME, KUBERA. | DO LORD, | HAVE N
NOT GO ANYWHER ALREADY SENT OUT ALRIGHT.
"WITHOUT SHIVA. MY INVITATIONS. | CAN DO ONE
WILL LOOK A THING.

\Y; FOOL. é



> SEND GANAPAT/ IKUBERA HAD TC
'R FEAST- HE WILL. BOWED HIS ACC,

SENT US BOTH. m d.

THE GUESTS HAVE JUST THEN, THERE A SMALL STIR AT
STARTED ARRIVING
GANESHA 15 STILL LORD N
N NOT HERE. > ANESHA HAS
COME!



SAIC-)UTATIONS GANESHA IGNORED THEM ALL AND WALKED UP TO KUBERA
LORD- -

/[ JA T N
| GREETINGS
\GANESHA! « LORD! |
WHERE
IS THE FOOD
PR.PLEASE
COME THIS
v WAY.

/| WHERE \
IS THE FOQOD ? e
| AM HUNGRY.



SERA .ED THEWAY TOA BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED RANDAL-

€. ~E.-ERE buntings in the arches and flower garlands

- ERYWHERE- THE FLOOR WAS DECORATED WITH COLOURED
ZESIG -5 AND ALL THE DISHES AND BOWLS WERE OF

WHERE IS BRING IN
THE FOOD ? THE FOOD

" WHAT IS
THE MATTER
\' WITH HIM?

PLEASE BE
SEATED,
GANARAJ.

¢/



BUTGANESHAD/DNOTPHYH/M ANY ATTENTION- HIS HE TOOK THE BOWLS FROM THE HANDS OF THE SERVERS

EYES WERE RIVETED IN THE DIRECTION OF THE AND SWALLOWED THEIR CONTENTS BEFORE THE ASTONI-
1KITCHEN. SHED GAZE OF EVERYONE ! |--mmmmmemmmemem e m LJ—

AHHERE >

COMES THE

FOOD! A

THIS IS FINISHED

BRING MORE MORE PURIS
PURIS AND AND KHEER. -
v KHEER. y

ACCORDINGLY.



ECPLE ARE TOO SLOW-I KUBBRAJFEARFUL OF WHAT WAS ,
10RE LADDUS- TAKE ME KITCHEN.THERE ... fommmmm e

0 THE KITCHEN.

HE LIFTED THE POTS OFF THE FIRES ANDATE UP EVERYTHING!

THEN HEADVANCED MENACINGLY TOWARDS HUBERA

| AM HUNGRY
| WANT
WHAT HAS MORE FOOD-
HAPPENED.
VIOHIM?J

KUBERA STARTED SWEATING
PROFUSELY— p -’ A ——

/  LORD, YOU HAVE \
EATEN IT UR | WILL HAVE
TO COOK MORE FOOD
FOR THE OTHER

v GUESTS AND... /



/ EATEN IT ALL UP S \ GANAPATI THEN PROCEEDED TO RANSACK KUBERA'S STORES
( WHAT DO YOU MEAN'?

" YOU INVITE SOMEONE FOR
\A° MEAL AND CANNOT ,
\SATI SFY \

\  HUNGER? 7y \\

WO

W =t

AND ROARED

| AM HUNGRY.1

GIVE ME FOOD! f GIVE ME
| FOOD OR | WILL
V EAT YOU UP!



FOR YOUR LIFE! "  ONLY SHIVA

CAN HELP ME OUT
OF THIS. | MUST

| WANT FOODI GO TO KAILASHA
GIVE ME FOOD'

BREATHLESS AND PANTING HEAVILY, HE ARRIVED
f2rmLASHTft- r

X LORD, X
/|  SAVE ME FROM X
| THE WRATH OF
GANESHA. | HAVE MADE

\ A GRAVE MISTAKE.,l

| HAVE BEEN

GUILTY OF YES
, PRIDE. , KOBERA



IT IS SOOD YOU HAVE \
REALISED YOUR FOLLY-A
PERSON CANONLY BE THE
CUSTODIAN OF THE WEALTH
HE HAS, NEVER ITS /
\ OWNER. /

COME HERE, GANAPATI
SIT DOWN AND BE /

CALM. [/
FARVATI -- < ;]

THEREFORE,N EVER
PRIDE YOURSELF ON
FLEETING MATERIAL
\ THINGS SUCH AS

,~ N WEALTH.

JUST GANAPAT!I CAME PANTING UP.

s WHERE IS THAT X

RASCAL, KUBERA? AM
HUNGRY AND WILL EAT

Y, HIM UP!

MOTHER PARVAT! THEN FED GBT/E5HA ASPOONFL

MOTHER
MAKES THE BEST

KHEER IN THE
v WORLD! /



GANBSHA ANP ANALASURA

KMA.THE LORD OF DEATH, ONCE
m-D A GRAND CELEBRATION AT
-:h danced the beautiful
5ARATILOTTAMA.

TO TAMAAND TILOTTAMA WAS BORN A RARSHASA SON.

T HOW BEAUTIFUL
SHE ISISHE MUST
BE MINE!

...WHOSE BEING WAS SO TERRIBLE THAT
FIRE DROPPED IN GREAT FLAMES FROM ¢
HIS EYES.BECAUSE OF THIS, HE WAS
NAMED ANALASURA. } -——-



THESE FLAMES BURNT UP WHATEVER THEY FELL UPON. THE THEY CAME TO LORD VISHNU
CREATURES OF THE WORLD FLED IN TERROR.

SAVE US,
0O LORD, FROM

THIS TERRI -
BLE FATE.

LET US ALL
GO TO .
GANESHA.

GREETINGS WE HAVE COME TO

v O LORD./ BEG VOUR HELP.
VANALASURA IS DESTROY
X ing the world. /

AT THAT MOMENT, ANALASURA ADVANCED

TOWARDS THEM, CONSUMING IN HIS FLAMES
EVERYTHING IN HUS R



HE DRIED UP THE OCEAN AND THE EARTH TREMBLED DUE TO
THE SCORCHINGHEADAIML. THE SCATTERED IN DIFFE-
RENT DIRECTIONS AND RAN FOR THEIR LIVES.

YOUNG GANESH STOOD THERE TO AS SOON ASTHE RAKSHASOW THIS WAS FINE, ASIT WENT.
FACEHIM, ALONEAND UNAFRAID CAME NEAR HIM, HE OPENED BUT THE EFFECT OF THIS ACTION
WIDE HIS MOUTH AND SWALLO WASTHAT IT SEEMED AS THOUGH
WED HIM UP WHOLE! HIS WHOLE BODY WAS ON FIRE.
HOW MY

ODY BURNS'



ALL THEGODS RUSHED TO HIS AID- THEY PLACED VISHNU PLACED IN HIS HAND HIS TENDER AND

THE COOL AND SOOTHING MOON ON HIS FOREHEAD FRAGRANT LOTUS, BY WHICH HE ACQUIRED THE
(BY WHICH HE CAME WBE KNOWN AS 8HALCHANDRA) NAME PADIOAMN/. BUT COOL HIM IT DID NOT.
BUTHIS BODY BURNED AS BEFORE. |--------mmmm- — 7

VAHUNA, THE GOD OF WATER,POURED BUT GANESH WAS AS

THE COOLEST WATERS GATHERED FROM
RIVERS AND LAKES ON TO GAMES/#).

THESE WATERS

SHOULD DO THE
\NEEDFUL,LORD.y

[ | Wia GIVE MV \
THOUSAND-HEADED >

SNAKE, THAT YOU MAY
BE PROPERLY :
\ SHELTERED. /



O CillCdl< UIIU rn =

VET, GANAPAT! CONTINUED BURNING WITH SEEING HIS PLIGHT, ALL THE RISHIS OF THE WORLD GATHER

TERRIBLE INTENSITY. [-----m-mmmmmmmmmmooo oo ED TOGETHER. Vj-------mmmmmmmee- | e ——— T7T-—-- u §
----------------- SA-\ )
'WE HAVE \
DONE GREAT
PENANCES./

LET US TRY TO

HELP LORD

N | SEE N v GANESHA AN

ONLY ONE LAS

v RESORT- <
THEN THESE RISHIS, WHO WERE EIGHTY-
EIGHT THOUSAND IN NUMBER, GATHERED
TWENTY-ONE BLADES EACH OFA PARTI-
CULAR GRASS CALLED DURVA- |--===mmmmmmm- T7

rflllr



Adarsh Chitra Katha

IHESE THEY TOOK TO GANAPATI AND PLA-

SRI GANESHAYA

, NAMAH !

HE WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THIS.

AND SO IT HAS COME ABOUT WAT NO WORSHIP

OF GANESHA

CRNBECOMPLETE TUE

OFFERING OF THE TENDER BLADES OF THE DURVA

GRASS, 1~

THIS DURVA IS TRULY
MARVELLOUS<HENCEFORTH,
WHOEVER OFFERS THIS GRASS

TO ME IN WORSHIP,WILL
X ACQUIRE GREAT MERIT IN1/

J X THIS WORLD- /



THERE LIVED 4 BRAHMIN CALLED AURA S A

HI$ DEVOTED WIFE SUMEDHA THEY HAL) j4
Il DAUGHTER CALLED SHAM: K4

SHAMIKA, BEING AN ONLY CHILD, WAS 45 SHE GREW UP.

DOTED ON BY HER FOND

WE ARE LUCKY
/I YES, I \ TO HAVE A (\ MUST \
WILL GET HER DAUGHTER 'FIND A )
ANYTHING SHE VLIKE HER ./ SUITABLE S
DESIRES IN THE BRIDEGROOM
FOR HER ./

\WORLD- ~-1i

AT THAT TIME, IN THE ASHRFWH OF .
R1SHI SHAUNAKA, m S A BRIGHT YOUNG
STUDENT. HIS NAME WAS M ANDAAR AND
HE WAS THE'SONOF DHAUMYA.



mandaar is learned and noble THEY WERE SOON WED
> \HE WLL SUIT SHAMIKA VERY WELL.,

J...AMD STARTED LIVING HAPPILY
IN AN ASHRAM OF THEIR OWN.

OtE DAY, THEY WERE VISITED BY A QUEER LOOKING RISHI MANDAAR AND HIS WIFE, ON SEEING HIS PECULIAR
CALEB BHRUSHUND!. T e InnN.... ... APPEARANCE, COULD NOT HIDE THEIR SMILES.

YOUR AMUSEMENT

| IS UNSEEMLY AND
0 LOOK,WHOX . IN BAD TASTE.

IS THAT FUNNY
CREATURE COM-
ING OUR WAY?/



ACCORDINGLY, ALL BECAUSE OFAN INNC -
CENT MISTAKE, THEY TURNED INTO
WITH BIS THORNS, SO THAT NO BIRDS

CAME NEAR L
/ 1 CURSE YOU \ 0 WHAT
TO TURN INTO A FATE!
TREES-AND SUCH TR-
EES THAT EVEN BIRDS
\WILL NOT COME
V. NEAR YOU |
IN SHAUNAKA'S ASHRAM cf LET ME GO )

>AND SEE IF N
ALL IS WELL WITH

v THEM. -—-

IMANDAAR
5M AND
SHAMIKA
N"IHAVE NOT
YISITED ME FOR
ALONG TIME.



SHAUNAKA, ON NOT FINDING HIS BELOVED | HAVE LOOKED EVERYWHERE

PUPIL IN HIS ASHRAM, WENT TO AURAS. FOR THEM BUT THEY ARE
\NOT TO BE SEEN /
r DO YOU KNOW ~ X ANYWHERE. X

WHEIRE MAINDAAR
| AND SHAMIKAARE?

ICOME,LET US
GO AGAIN AND

LOOK FOR
X hem.

[A AHY, WHAT \
HAS HAPPENED?

AR'E THEY NOT

v USTHEIR . /
/| ASHRAMAJX

HUNTED FOR THEM THROUGH MANY VILLAGES AND
TS: BUT ALL THEIR EFFORTS WERE IN VAIN.

WHERE COULD '

THEY HAVE GONE?. / 1 HOPE NO
HARM HAS BE

FALLEN them



ULTIMATELY AURAS, HALF OUT OF HIS MIND
WITH ANXIETY, PLEADED WITH SHAUNAKA

MAHARAJ, COULD YOU NOT

USE YOUR DIVINE POWERS TO
VFIND OUT WHERE THEY ARE?

THAT IS '
OUR ONLY
RESORT NOW,

" THEY HAVE TURNED \
INTO THE MANDAAR AND
SHAMIKA TREES BY THE CURSE
OF THE RISHI BHRUSHUNDI. /

AND SHAUNAKA SAT DOWN TOMEDITATE.

LET US DO

\

PENANCE FOR THEIR

LEASE. LET US

PROPITIATE LORD

GANESHA.

/

/



Adarsh Chitra Katha

50 FOR TWELVE YEARS,SHAUNAKA

GANAPA77'5 MANTRA AND PERFORMED
THE RELEASE OF MANDAAR

lam pleased>

WHAT BOON DO
VYOU SEEK? A

LORD, WE
REQUEST YOU
TO HELP U S -

RISHI BHRUSHUNDI
HAS CURSE OUR
CHILDREN TO

BECOME TREES. /



AURAS AND SHAUNAKA, YOU ARE /| A CURSE CAN NEVER BE

BOTH MEN OF WISDOM AND LEARN- WITHOUT ITS BENEFITS =
ING. AND WHILE | APPRECIATE YOUR WHILE TO YOU IT SEEMS A
ANXIETY FOR YOUR CHILDREN, CURSE AND A GREAT CALAMI
PLEASE LISTEN PATIENTLY TO TY, IT WILL PROVE A
WHAT | HAVE TO SAY. \ 8LESS5ING FOR ALL
\ MANKIND.

BESIDES, BHRUSHUNDI IS
VALSO A GREAT DEVOTEE
\O F MINE AND | CANNOT,

\UNDO HISCURSE~"



Adarsh Chitra Katha
AND THE BLESSING IS THIS-FROM

THIS DAY ONWARDS. | WILL TAKE UP CONSIDERED AUSPICIOUS
MY ABODE AT THE ROOT OF THE AND WORSHIPPED IN
MANDAAR TREE. i v ALL THREE WORLDS.

AND WHOSOEVER ESTABLISHES MY VIGRAHA* UNDERTHIS
TREE AND WORSHIPS ME WITH THE LEAVES OF SHAMIAND
SPURVA GRASS, | WILL FULFIL ALL HIS WISHES.

SINCE THEN. THE MANDAAR AND
SHAH/ TREES HAVE BECOME DEAR
TO ALL DEVOTEES OF LORD

¢ IMAGF



IN AFOREST THERE LIVED A GREAT
GANESHA ANP THE EAT e 1RISHI CALLED SAUBHA

HE HAD A BEAUTIFUL WIFE CALLED MANOMA YiI. ONAE DA\QL le
— P2

S\ AM GOING \
INTO THE FOREST.
LOOK AFTER YOUR

SELF AND BEWARE
\O F STRANGERS//

WHILE HE WAS AWAY, THERE CAME TO

THEASHfcAMRA GANDHARI/A*WHOSE
NAm m s KRAUNCH, | vy T~~

WHAT A LOVELY

CREATURE -WHO
.CAN SHE BE ?



HE CAME NEAR HER AND CAUGHT

HOLD OF HER HAND. [-V— TT----—---- /| WHO ARE YOU, V
O BEAUTIFUL ONE? )
WHAT ARE YOU DOING,

.IN THIS LONELY /
X FOREST? /

MANOMAYI| FREED HERSELF GENTLY FROM HIS HOLD.
COME AWAY WITH

ME. . WILL TAKE GOOD
CARE OF YOU.

/ YOU OUGHT NOT'-
TO TALK LIKE THIS

LEAVE MY HAND,
mGOOD SIR.



X lam the rishi
/| SAUBHARI'S WIFE AND

AS A MOTHER OR SISTER TO

YOU- YOU SHOULD NOT ENT-
ERTAIN THOUGHTS OF

' COME, SIT ANY OTHER KIND IN YOUR

HERE. REFRESH \ MIND- J
YOURSELF WITH

THESE FRUITS

VAND WATER.v1

WHO IS THAT

STRANGER WITH
MANOMAYI ?



SAUBHARI WAS ANGRY WHEN HE SAW THE
HANDSOME GANDHARVA. V W

IRASCALIWHO'

ARE YOU ? WHAT

ARE YOU DOING
HERE ?

MAHARAJ, DO YOU HAVE TAKEN AD VAN
FORGIVE ME. | TAGE OF MY ABSENCE
AM ENTIRELY AT \T 0 MAKE FRIENDS VJ\y
V  FAULT. Y, X tth MY WIFE.

SINCE YOU HAVE DONE THIS DESPICABLE
THING ON THE SLY, MAY YOU TURN
INTO THE WORST SLINKING, SLY

v CREATURE-MAY YOU TURN /
> INTO A rat;



Ganesh and the Rat

/[ ...YOU WILL >
FILL YOUR STOMACH

BY STEALING AND WILL
> BE HATED BY ALL.

ACCORDINGLY-

KRAUNCHA TURNED INTO A DESPICABLE
GREY CREATURE AND HURTLED HEADLONG
INTO THEASHRAM OF THERISHIPARASHARA.

Z9



Adarsh Chitra Katha

AT THAT TIME, IT SO HAPPENED THAT THE BABY GANESHA]
WAS RESIDING IN PARASHARA'S ASHRAM.

THE RAT, ACCORDING TO ITS NATU- 0 DEAR, IT LOOKS AT THIS RATE
RE AND HABIT, STARTED DESTRO - AS IF SOME RAT WE WILL HAVE NO
TING ALL THE SACKS OF GRAIN IN HAS BEEN AT i STHING TO EAT.
THESTOREROOMS OF THEASHRAMA. \THE GRAIN. /

WHAT ACURSEVILi:
| HAVE TO )
ENDUREI J "



IV O NOT "X

WORRY MOTHER.

| AOILTAKE
CARE OF THE,

lv . RAT. ~

THE RAT STARTED SHIVERING WITH

/ HAVE MERCY ON ME,
O LORD. | MEANT NO
HARM. | AM RRAUNCHA,
THE GANDHARVA CURSED

INTO THIS STATE BY THE
\ RISHI SAUBHARI.

GANESmMm TOOKA

AND SKILFULLY

/| THERE YOU \
ARE. | HAVE CAUGHT
THE CULPRIT!

FELT SORRY FOR THE POOR DEFENCELESS

"ALRIGHT ASK 1
OF ME ANY BOON

JT SHALL BE
YOURS.



50 BE IT. HENCE THE BABY SANAPATI THEN LEAPT ONTO

FORTH YOU WILL THE BACK OF THE RATAND
*JV)Y VEHICLE. HAPPILY.

DEVOTION W

y OUR FEET IS
ALL | &l W
NO OTHER BOON.

EVER SINCE, NO PICTURE OFSANESHA

SEEMS COMPLETE WITHOUT HIS BE-
LOVED RATI* V? V §--mnmmmm- Hit—

¢ PHILOSOPHICALLY INTERPRETED, THE RAT REPRESENTS 7 BE-
ING THE VEHICLE, IT IS ALLOWED TO MOVE ONLY WITH THE PERMISS

ION OF THE MASTER AND IS KEPT UNDER STRICT
ING ALLOWED TO NIBBLE AT THE SWEETS AND FRUITS WHICH COME

AS OFFERINGS. @ndd BECOME THE MASTER OF THE M
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