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amar chitra katha

INDRADYUMNA THEN RETIRED TO THE KULACHALA MOUNTAINS INHERE 
HE BUILT A COTTAGE FOR H/MSBLF. OBSERVING THE VON OF SILENCE, 
HE SAT WITH HIS MIND DWELLING UPON LORD VISHNU.

ONE DAY, SAGE AGASTYA CAME THAT WAY WITH HIS DISCIPLES.

WE HAVE COME TO HIS 
DOOR AND HE DOES 
NOT HAVE THE COUR-« 
TESY TO W E L C O M E D  
jk US J

YOUR ARROGANCE 
SHALL NOT 6 0  UNPUN 
ISHED! MAY YOU TURN 

N INTO AN
ELEPHANT. .^
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TALES OF VISHNU

IN  HIS CELESTIAL ABODE, LORD 
V/SHNU SMILED WHEN HE HEARD 
THE CURSE OF ASASTYA.

MEANWHILE, AT THE C0TTA6E
IN THE KULACHALA p— --------- ~r
MOUNTAINS—  / /

AGASTYA, YOU HAVE 
UNKNOWINGLY DONE 

' MY DEVOTEE A 
. GREAT SERVICE!

AS IN DR A DYUMA/A BEGAN TO ROAM ABOUT A l THE FOREST, 
HE CAME ACROSS A HERD OF ELEPHANTS. |-------------------------

I WILL HAVE TO FIGHT THEIR 
KING. ONLY THEN WILL THE 

HERD ACCEPT M E . r ~
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a m a r ch itra  katha

WE SALUTE YOU, 
O ©AJENDRA**

IN D R  A DYUMNA EASILY OVERPOWERED 
HIS RIVAL. |------------------------------------------ — i

r  W E’ LL FOLLOW N 
YOU TO  THE END OF THE 
^  EARTH, O ©AJENDRAjX

r  LET US ~
SO TO THE TRIKUTA 
MOUNTAIN . IT ’S A 
BETTER PLACE THAN 

V  TH IS . ^

LED BY QAJENDRA, THE HERD TOON THE TR/KUTA FOREST BY STORM,

%  KING ELEPHANT
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TALES OF VISHNU
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TRUMPETING LOUDLV, HE TRIED TO SHARE OFF THE CROCODILE,

IT’S A CROCODILE 
H E ’ S CAUGHT 

K. MV LEG. /

'  WE ’RE COMING 
MV LORD. WE’ LL 

SAVE YOU.

JgBmIj/Nwg/filCC7 W 'An j§'::r M  gr

W M f *
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TALES OF VISHNU

B U T THE HERD BOOK! HAD TO GIVE UP.

I T ’S A PITY, BUT 
WE’ LL HAVE TO 

DESERT OUR 
^  LEADER. ^

THE CROCODILE 
SEEMS TO HAVE 

DIVINE 
STRENGTH.
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VISHNU HEARD THE PR  AVER. MOUNT/N6 GARUDA 
HE LEFT H/S ABODE, VA/HUNTHA. i---------- r y  r.

'  o  VISHNU, 
COME TO MV AID! 
VOU ARE MY ONLY 

V REFUSE.

LORD,
I BOIV TO YOU, 
EMANCIPATE 

ME. >



TALES OF VISHNU
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AFTER FASTING FOR THREE DAWS, KING AMBAR/SHA WORSHIPPED LORD V/SHNU IN THE FOREST OF 
MADhfuVANA *  HE WAS TO BREAK HIS FAST ON THE AUSPICIOUS DAY OF DWADASHI +

AND FED MENDICANTSHAVING GIVEN AWAY ALMS

*  THE FOREST REGION AROUND MATHURA +TH E TWELFTH DAY O F THE FORTNIGHT

w tm  h
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TALES OF VISHNU

I WILL. BUT FIRST 
LET ME BATHE IN 

THE HOLY 
. YAMUNA. <

DURI/ASA LE F T FOR THE R/VER. HOURS PASSED BY.

THE HOLY ONE 
HAS BEEN AWAY 
A LON© WHILE. I 
ONLY HOPE HE 
RETURNS 
BEFORE NOON.
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THE LEARNED MEN WHO HAD ASSEMBLED THERE, WERE WORR/ED.

MV LORD, IF THE FAST 
IS N O T BROKEN BEFORE 
N O O N , VOU WILL INCUR . 

n. DEMERIT.

THIS IS A FINE 
PREDICAMENT, INDEED! 
s. WHAT SHALL , 

I D O ?  ^

r  AND IF I 
D O N ’ T  WAIT 

FOR THE SASEj 
I ’ LL INCUR HIS 

K  WRATH.

MV LORD, VOU COULD 
TAKE A SIP OF WATER 

AND BREAK THE FAST.
t h e  s a g e  Will  n o j  b e  
OFFENDED BECAUSE VOU 

WILL EAT ONLY AFTER 
V .  SERVING HIM. WHAT VOU 

ADVISE SEEMS 
TO BE THE ONIV 

WAV OUT.

f t m i
\ g j g i l g p
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TALES OF VISHNU

YOU ARE KNOWN 
TO BE A VIRTUOUS 
v  KING! S .

AS AMBARISHA POURED A LITTLE WATER INTO HIS 
PALM AND RAISED IT  TO H/S U P S  —  tW a a ig

AND VET, YOU 
COULD NOT WAIT 

FOR YOUR 
V  S U E S T ! v
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WHY DID HE 
KEEP OUR KINS 
,  WAITING ? .f

^ D O N ’ T  WORRY,
I THINK HE WILL 
SOON G E T OVER 
.HIS FIT OF RASE.

'  ISN’T  THE SAGE ^  
AWARE OF THE CONDI­
TIONS LAID DOWN FOR 
„ THE BREAKING OF , 
v. THIS FAST? /

B U T THE COURTIER WAS IN FOR A SHOCK. THE N EXT MOMENT-

YOU SHALL PAY FOR 
Y YOUR ARROGANCE 
Ik . AMBARISHA * A
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HAVING DESTROYED THE DISCUS WHICH THREATENED AMBAR/SHA’S 
LIFE , SUDARSHANA CHAKRA FLEW TOWARDS DURVASA. ]------------------------

I T ’ S HEAD1N6 
V  FOR M E ! ^

THE SAGE BROKE IN TO  A RUN, PURSUED BY THE CHAKRA. |j



TALES OF VISHNU

17



amar chitra katha

HE CALLED ON BRAHMA
LORD,

PROTECT
ME*

-ft DURV4SA,
'  YOU HAVE 

INCURRED THE 
WRATH OF LORD 

VISHNU BY 
ATTEMPTIN© 

v TO HARM HIS 
V  DEVOTEE.

AT MOUNT KAILAS A, THE ABODE OF SHIVA

MY CHILD, SEEK HIS 
PROTECTION WHOSE 
AN6ER YOU HAVE INVIT- 
V  ED UPON YOURSELF. .

NONE
CAN PROTECT 
L YOU NOW.

LORD J 
SHIVA 
W ON’ T 
FAIL MEi

l l



TALES OF VISHNU

DURVASA RUSHED TO LORD V/SHf/U,

O LORD! I HAVE 
OFFENDED YOUR 
DEVOTEE. PARDON 

ME! PROTECT
v ME* V

0  SAGE, HE WHO 
EMPLOYS HIS POWER 
TO INJURE THE VIRTU 
OUS, INVITES EVIL 
V  UPON HIMSELF. >

only ambarisha
HAS THE POWER 
TO SAVE YOU. SEEK 
HIS PROTECTION, y

DURVASA RETRACED H/3 STEPS TO /HADHUVANA

AMBARISHA, N 
TAKE PITY ON ME* 

CALL OFF THIS
Y discus! y
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THE N EXT MOMENT- AMBARISHA , I AM 
GRATEFUL TO MOU. 
YOU HAVE RETURNEO 

CRUELTY WITH 
W KINDNESS.

2.0



THE FOOLISH BUT M/QHTY ASURA, VR/KA, ONCE DECIDED TO PROPITIATE LORD SHIVA,

HE DOES MOT APPEAR. 
PERHAPS IT IS ONLY THE 
OFFERING OF MY HEAD 
THAT WILL PROPITIATE 

^  THE LORD.
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Sh iv a  b r o k e  in t o  a  r u n .

HB SOUGHT OUT LORD V/SHNU, PROTECT ME 
FROM THE WICKED 
V  ASURA. >



»

MEANWHILE, AS VR/KA RAN /N SEARCH OF 
SHIVA, A YOUNG BRAHMACHAR! *M ET H/M.

WHERE ARE YOU 
RUNNING TO ? WHOM 
ARE YOU SEEKING? 
REST FOR A WH/LE. 
^  YOU SEEM TIRED*

TH A T’S BECAUSE 
THE MOMENT YOU PLACED 
YOUR PALM ON HIS HEAD, 
YOU WOULD REALISE

THAT HE HAD A 
DUPED YOU.

WHEN I WANTED TO 
TRY IT ON HIM,HE 

\  RAN AWAY. V

arnar chitra katha

VR/KA TOLD HIM OF SHIVA ’S  BOON.
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TALES OF VISHNU

WITHOUT STOPPING TO THINK, THE FOOLISH 
ASUPA PLACED HIS PALM ON H/S HEAD.

THE NEAT MOMENT, HE F E U  DEAD. THE CLEVER 
BRAHMA CHAR! WAS NONE OTHER THAN V/SHNU.

JU S T THEN, SHIVA APPEARED.

I AM SORRY THAT 
THE UNFORTUNATE 

ASURA HAD TO 
V  D IE. ^

IT WAS N
INEVITABLE. HE WHO 
SECURES A BOON 
TO  DESTROY OTHERS 
SEEKS HIS OWN 

v DESTRUCTION. .
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ONCE BRAHMA, /ndr a and th e  other d ev  as called on lord v/shnu.

LORD, WHO DO 
YOU CONSIDER 
YOUR GREATEST  

D EVOTEE?

RANTIDEVA

THAT KING?  
JUST BECAUSE HE 
HAS GIVEN UP HIS
KINSDOM a n d
FASTED FOR FORTY- 

EIGHT DAYS?
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TALES OF VISHNU

ANYWAY, H E’S 
HAD ENOUGH ! HE ’S 
BREAKING HIS FAST 
v TODAY. /

ALLOW US 
TO TE S T  HIM 
MY LORD.

DO 5 0 .
IN THE PROCESS 
YOU’LL LEARN 
WHY I CONSIDER 

HIM A GREAT 
DEVOTEE. .

/MEANWHILE, RANT!DEV A WAS ABOUT TO BREAK  
HIS FAST. I---------

LORD, MAY YOU 
BE PLEASED. I TAKE 
THIS FOOD AS YOUR 
. PRASADA .*

H T  IS HARD TO 
PRACTISE CHARITY 
WHEN ONE IS 
HUNGRY. LET >S 
SEE HOW RANTI- 
. DEVA REACTS.



»
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MAY THE LORD BE 
PLEASED! TAKE 
HALF OF WHAT A 
^ 1 5  MINE. A

HOLY ONE,
I AAA HUNGRY. 

GIVE ME 
SOMETHING 

TO EAT. .

/JS T/riE BRAHMAN W ENT AWAY, A FARMER CAME ALONG,
YOU

SHALL SHARE 
WHAT I 

^  HAVE. V

HOLY ONE,
I AM DYING OF 

HUNGER.

AS RANT!DEV A WAS A B O U T TO EA T W HAT WAS L E F T

WHAT 
LITTLE I 
HAVE, IS 

YOURS.

MASTER, DO YOU 
HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR ME AND MY 

POOR DOGS? ,
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TALES OF VISHNU

SHOULD 
WE ADMIT 

DEFEAT, 
THEN?

M A S T E R !

LATER, THE DEVA *  WHO HAD CALLED O H  
RANT/DEVA IN  THE GU/SE OF THE BEGGAR, 

JOINED THE OTHERS.

MEANWHILE — . ©LORY TO THI? LORD.
I WAS ABLE TO  SERVE 
HIM BY FEEDING THE 

HUNGRY. LET ME HAVE 
SOME WATER AND 

BREAK MY FAST.

IT  WAS YAM A THE 
LORD O F DEATH.

CELESTIAL BEING 29
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NO! I SHOULDN’T  
DECEIVE VOU. PEOPLE 

CALL ME AN UNTOUCHABLE 
I WILL POLLUTE IT 

V IF I TOUCH 7

NOW WE WILL SEE ^ 
IF YOU ARE REALLY AS 
©REAT A DEVOTEE AS 

VISHNU BELIEVES 
V  YOU TO BE. V

TARE THIS 
AND QUENCH 

YOUR 
THIRST.

BUT THE V/S/TOP HESITATED.

I DO NOT EVEN 
SEER M OKSHA* 
I DENY MYSELF 
ONLY TO FREE 
OTHERS FROM 
MISERY.

HOW CAN 
YOU POLLUTE 

ANYTHIN© ? DOESN’T 
THE ALL-PERVADING 
VISHNU RESIDE IN 
YOU TOO, BROTHER R

*  EMANCIPATION O F THE SOUL

WASTER, I AM 
.  THIRSTY.



TALES OF VISHNU

RANTIDEVA “  
IS INDEED A GREAT 
SOUL.HE IS THE 
GREATEST DEVOTEE 
, OF THE LORD, r

RANTIDEVA, I AM 
PLEASED WITH YOU. 
YOU TRULY SEE ME 
IN ALL CREATURES. 
YOU HAVE ATTAINED 

v  MOKSHA J

THE NEXT MOMENT, V/SHNU AND THE OTHER 
DEVAS APPEARED BEFORE RANT/DEVA.

MY LORD!

J  / wpJh m
J? jr.j)w>—

SIMi
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Tales of Vishnu

Lord Vishnu is known as the Preserver in the holy Hindu trinity along with Brahma, the Creator, and Shiva, 
the Destroyer. Whenever evil is on the rise, Vishnu descends onto the earth to uphold righteousness, 
preserve justice and annihilate sin.

Vishnu has countless incarnations, but the complete incarnations are ten in number and are called Dasha 
Avatar. These ten start with the form of a fish and work their way up to the human form, cast in the image 
of god.

The tales of these descents or avatars told in various Puranas have contributed in no small measure to make 
Vishnu one of the most popular Hindu deities. His worshippers are called Vaishnavas. Of the eighteen major 
Puranas, six are known as the Vaishnava Puranas as they eulogise Vishnu and depict him as the Supreme 
Self.

According to some scholars, the identification of Vishnu with Vasudeva-Krishna, the deified Yadava hero, 
contributed significantly to the rise of Vishnu as the greatest of the gods in the hierarchy of the Hindu 
pantheon. In fact, Vasudeva-Krishna came to be considered the eighth avatar of Vishnu.

Vishnu inspires more love than fear in his devotees. The Bhagawat Purana, from which the tales in this Amar 
Chitra Katha have been adapted, abounds in narratives of the benevolent acts of Vishnu. Although he is kind 
and sympathetic, he is never taken in by the apparent devotion of the wicked and wily. Even when they 
succeed in wresting favours from other deities, Vishnu maneuvers to bring about their destruction without 
falsifying the boons given to them by the gods.
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