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A farmer had two sons.  One son worked  very hard to help his father.  But the other son was lazy.  Instead of working he would sleep all day under a tree.

“Why don’t you work hard like your brother,” his father asked.  

“But I do work hard, father. Although it looks like I am sleeping, I am actually thinking very hard.   I think about all the work there is to do on the farm and this makes me very tired.  So you see, I am working just as hard as my brother.”

The farmer shook his head and thought for a moment.  “So you think that thinking is just the same as working?”

“Yes, father, it is very hard work,” said the lazy son.

The father smiled but said no more.  He spoke to his wife and they made a plan.

That evening when the family sat down for dinner, the lazy son’s plate was empty, but the father and the other son’s plate were full.

“Where is my food, Mother?  I am very hungry,” said the lazy son.  

The boy’s mother replied, “Your father told me that you work just by thinking about the work.  I thought this was a great idea.  So instead of cooking your meal, I just thought about it.  It was very hard work but I have thought up this lovely meal for you.  Please eat it and be happy.”

The boy became angry at his mother.  “That is a stupid idea.  How can I eat just thoughts.  I need real food and I need it now!”

The father then turned to his son.  “Yes, son you are right.  But when you do some real work then you will get some real food.”

The lazy son understood.  He left the table without his meal, but the next day he worked very hard and his mother cooked him a wonderful meal.  He was never lazy again. 
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