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The Lord of Lanka
The Ramayana of Valmiki is considered to be the oldest epic of 

India. Unlike the Mahabharata, the story of Rama has no historical 
foundation. Yet the poem has become an intrinsic part of Hindu life.' 
The victory of Rama, symbolic of the good forces, over Ravana, sym­
bolic of the evil forces, is still celebrated all over India during the 
Dassera festival, held around October.

The story of Rama has inspired many to write poems and scholarly 
treatises. A  number of versions of the story are prevalent, not only in 
Sanskrit, the language in which Valmiki wrote his Ramayana but also 
in Hindi, Bengali, Tamil and other Indian languages. During the 
course of time, what was basically a straightforward adventurous story 
underwent transformation.

Sumali, a Rakshasa king, comes from the nether-world to the world 
of men in search of a groom for his daughter, Kaikesi. He is impressed 
by the mighty Kubera, son of Vishrava. He argues that if his daughter 
were to marry Vishrava, she would have sons as mighty as Kubera? 
Kaikesi marries Vishrava, but is fated to beget Rakshasa children, the 
eldest of whom is Ravana. Urged by his ambitious mother, Ravana 
puts forward his claim to be the Lord of Lanka. Thereafter follow a 
number of adventures, ultimately leading to the siege of Lanka 
by Rama.

The story, as narrated here, is based on the Uttara Kanda of 
Valmiki’s Ramayana.
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THE LORD OF LANKA



YOU SHALL MARRY THE. 
WORTHIEST O F  MEN 
ANP BEAR MANY MI&HTY 
SONS.

AT L/\BT, O N E DAY, H E  SAW A MAGNIFICENT 
CHARIOT DESCENDING FROM  THE  SATY //V 
FRO N T O F  TH E HE/ZM/TA&E O F  VISHRAVA, 
A &/SEAT 3A<5E.r

TH A T  15 K U B E R A ,V IS H R A V A ’5  5 0 N  
H O W  N O B L E  l&  H I6 B E A R IN &  !
H E  5 E E M S  RICH  A N P  M IG H T Y .



SU M A L ! R E T U R N E D  WITH H IS  
D A U G H T E R  TO  THE N ETH ER -W O R LD ; 
B U T  H E  C O U L D  N O T  F O R & E T  
K U B E R A .

PAUGHTER, APPROACH VISHRAVA 
AND WIN HIM OVER. IF HE 
MARRIES VOU, YOU WILL 
HAVE SO N S AS A\IG>HTYB 
AS KU6ERA.

ACC O RD IN G LY K A IK ESI W E N T  TO 
TH E H E R M IT A G E  O F  VISHRAVA . 
H E  W AS B U S Y  O F F E R IN G  H IS  
EVENING) P R A Y E R S .

3



'YEARS R O LLED  BY. RAVAN A A N D  tCUM&HAKARMft GREW  U P  TO B E  
ARROGANT AN D  AMBITIOUS. O N E  DAY, KUBERA CAME TO VISIT HIS
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RA\/ANA IMMEDIATELY GET OUT FOR (bOKARNA ALONG WITH H/S BROTHERS,
/CUM BHA KARNA AND V/BHEESHANA. 
THEY BEGAN PERFORMING 
SEVERE PENANCES.

DURING) THE PENANCE,RAVANA D/D 
NOT TOUCH FOOD. ONE BY ONE HE 
SACRIFICED HIS HEADS IN THE

WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO SACRIFICE 
H/S TENTH HEAD, LORD BRAHMA 
APPEARED BEFORE H/M.
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THEN LET  ME  
NOT PIE AT TH E  
H A N P 5  O F  6 0 P 5 ,  
D E M O N S , 
RAKSHASAS 
SER PEN TS A N P  
SPIRITS. I AM  
NOT AFRAIP 
O F MORTALS.

A N P  I GRANT YOU MORE. 
Y O U R  H E A P S  WILL BE  
R ESTO REP T O  Y O U .
YOU WILL ALSO HAVE  
THE POWER TO CHANGE 
YOUR FORM AT WILL.



BRAHMA ALSO GRANTED BOONS TO VJBHEESHANA AND KUMBHA/CAR.NA.





ZUBERA VACATED LAMKA. RAVANA CAME THBRE 
WITH H/Q ARMY AA/O BECAM E THE /C/N(o.





A <b£EAT BATTLE TOOK PLACE BETWEEN THE ARMIES OF 
RAVANA AND KUBERA .

BECAU5E OF THE BOON, RAVANA HAP 
RECEIVED FROM BRAHMA, NOTHING 
SEEMED TO H U RT HIM.

.NOT EVEN THE MIGHTY MACE O F  
KUBERA .

...BUT THE &OD& WHO WERE WIT­
NESSING THE BATTLE FROM ABOVE, 
TOOK HIM TO SA FETY  IN A 
HEAVENLY CHARIOT.



THERE WAS NONE TO OBSTRUCT RAVANA NOW. HE SEIZED ‘PUSHPAK ’  THE 
FOYIN6 CHARIOT O F KU8ERA, AND BEGAN EXPLORING M OUNT KAILAS^

SOON, HOWEVER, 'PUSHPAK ’  CAME 
TO A DEAD HALT.

WHEN RAVANA SAT BROOD/N<5 
A B O U T THE CAUSE...



13



PLEADED WITH H/M, LORD SH/VA 
PERM ITTED RAVANA TO REMOVE 
Hte> HANDS) FROM UNDER THE 
MOUNTAIN...



.AND GAVE HIM A SWORD.

f  P A V /A N A  I

RAVANA NOW ROAMED ABOUT THE 
WORLD, CONQUERING ALL WHOM HE 

MET

ONE DAY, /N THE JUNGLES OF THE 
HIMALAYAS, HE SAW A BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN 
EN&A6ED IN MEDITATION.

RAVANA ADVANCED TOWARDS HER.
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RAVAN A SEIZED HER. BY HER HAIR..

In A u U a u ^ W . ® S^7\V T f\  ( 4  H H f 4jJM

O f  i f / ^ w v v ^ ^ r ^ v l

B j  -—-—

ENRA&ED, VEPAVAT! CREATED A FIRE...

/ \  ml1̂
L ^ K k •* £M / ̂\ S r

f ^ ---

• ' / . U r lwgjy^
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M/W Y  PAYS LATER. J N  MN<2> JANfUCfl’S VA6NA5HALA, AT M/T/i/Lfl-

*  HALL O F  FUZE-SACRJFICE. * *  £>!TA. 16









WHO ARE 
YOU, FAIR 
MAI PEN ?

LORE? R A VAN A 
I AM RAMBHA.

I AM YOUR 
PAU6HTER-IN-LAW.

©OOP. YOU 
KNOW MY 

NAME TOO.

HOW CAN 
THAT B E f



RAVANA SEIZED HER BY HER ARM.

BUT RAMBHA ESCAPED FROM HIS CLUTCHES. SHE WENT TO NALKOOBER 
AND NARRATED ALL.

RAVANA PAREP TO 
THINK OF MARRYING 
YOU. IF HE EVER 
MARRIES A WOMAN 
AGAINST HER WILL, 
HIS HEAPS WILL 
BREAK INTO 
SEVEN PIECES.

BUT IN HIS HEART O F  HEARTS HE 
t r e m b l e d .

VET, HE DID N O T STOP 
8EIN6 WICKED.
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ONE DAV, RAVANA CAME, DISGUISED AS 
A MON/C, TO THE DANDAKA FOREST.
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MEANWHILE, RAMA WAS O N  HIS WAY TO LANKA.HE HAD REACHED THE 
SHORE O F  THE OCEAN WITH A HUGE ARMY O F MONKEYS AND BEARS.

...BUT FEAR KEPT HIM AWAY.

NO. NALKOOBER’S CURSE MAY 
COME TRUE . I MUST NOT MARRY 
A WOMAN AGAINST HER WILL.



M\T7Zg
■ r a k i a a w

/e^WnV/9 M^)5 ANCoR.'Y W/Tfi 
VI&HEESHANA.

YOU CANNOT BEAR TO SEE MV 
MI<2>HT. YOU ARE A DISGRACE TO 
THE FAMILY. IF YOU WERE NOT 
MY BROTHER I WOULD HAVE 
HILLED YOU.

V/BHEESHANA, WITH FOUK. 
OTHER. fZAKSHASAS FLEW  
INTO THE SKY..:

ZJ



SO O N  A BRJDGE WAS CONSTRUCTED 
ACROSS THE OCEAN AND...





Sim , SHOCKED AT THE SIGHT, 
FELL UNCONSCIOUS.

THE MOMENT HAVANA LEFT, KAMA’S  HEAD AN D  BOW  DISAPPEARED.

If/ HOVHOW P IP  THEY  
DISAPPEAR f

k >*1
~ A 1 RAVANA DECEIVED 

YOU BY HIS MAGIC. 
D O N ’T GRIEVE, 

5ITA. RAMA ie  NOT 
DEAD.
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RAMA WAS VERY MUCH ALIVE. LANtCft 
WAS SOON CONVERTED INTO 
A BATTLEFIELD. |----------------------
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ONE BY O N E, TH E WARRIORS O F  
RAVANA FELL.

THE MIGHTY KUMBHAKARNA PLAYED 
HAVOC ON THE MONKEY ARMY. BUT



LAN/CA NOW  HAD A N EW  L O R D  -  THE 
G O O D  A N D  GENTLE V/BHEESHANA. | 
RAMA HAD HIM

AFTER THE CROWNING OF V/BHEESHANA, 
RAMA RETURNED WITH S/TA TO AYODHVA.
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